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EX NOT-SO-EASY 


STEPS 


s By Steve Greenberg 


They call him Big Al, and he’s the elephant in every room across 
this nation when it comes to discussing and dissecting the next college 
football season. 

Yes, by now you're all well aware—perhaps all too aware—that Alabama 
has won three of the past four BCS titles. Just as you're all well aware the 
Crimson Tide are the favorites to claim the final BCS crown, on January 6 
in Pasadena, Calif. Four in five: Imagine it. And don’t dare doubt it. 

Any news outlet that pretends to have a different No. 1 heading into the 
2013 season is merely being provocative, aiming to be different—yanking 
your chains. 

We're not here to do that, or to insult your intelligence. 

Of course, the wafting scent of possibility this time of year is intoxicating. 
And there is comfort in remembering that Nick Saban’s first Alabama team, 
in 2007, lost six games; that in 2008 not a single Tide player was drafted; that 
in 2010, the year after the first of those three titles, the Tide fell not once, not 
twice, but three times. Heck, even Saban’s past two teams each dropped a 
game along the way to the mountaintop. » 


PHOTO ILLUSTRATION: VAL HELVEY 
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The question that should guide us into 
every new season isn’t: Who'll win it all? 
Rather, it’s: Which two teams will play for 
it all? The blessed backdrop of every fall 
Saturday is the jockeying for position near 
the top of the rankings; every team just 
wants to be in range of No. 1—or 
No. 2—heading into December. 

But Alabama has changed all that, in 
large part because it now seems close to 
impossible to beat Saban and Company 
after they’ve had a month to prepare for 
the grandest of all contests. There’s no 
longer asking who'll play for it all without 
also asking: Who can beat the Tide? 

And for that matter: How do you beat 
the Tide? 

We'll entertain that last question here, 
maybe because we're crazy. Or at least 
drunk on possibility. 


GIVE’EM HELL UP FRONT 
In South Bend, Ind., last 

December, Notre Dame 

defensive line coach Mike 

Elston described his group 

this way: “I know that we’re 
really good. I love our guys. I wouldn’t 
trade anybody that we've played this year 
for them. Whether we’re SEC-style or not, 
I don’t know.” 

Well, now he knows. But give Brian 
Kelly and his staff credit for at least 
trying to build their program according 
to the Alabama model, which begins with 
brutish linemen and flows out from there. 

Alabama's 2012 offensive line was one 
of the best the college game has seen, but 
Barrett Jones, Chance Warmack and D.J. 
Fluker are NFLers now. Nose guard Jesse 
Williams and defensive ends Damion 
Square and Quinton Dial are gone, too. 

No program reloads like Alabama, but 
this transition period for the Tide gives 
opponents hope. 
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The Tide had adominant 
offensive line last season, 
but (clockwise from top 
left) Jones, Warmack and 
Fluker are all gone. 


“I would’ve loved the defense this year 
playing against them,” says South Carolina 
defensive coordinator Lorenzo Ward. 

The Gamecocks won't face Alabama 
unless the teams meet in the SEC title 
game, where that Jadeveon Clowney fella 
might have something to say—as Auburn 
defensive tackle Nick Fairley did in a 


eames 


28-27 win in 2010, the watershed victory 
for the Tigers en route to the national 
championship. 

Cam Newton got all the credit that 
day in Tuscaloosa, but Auburn’s then- 
offensive coordinator, Gus Malzahn, 
said it best: “The defense won the game 
for us.” 


FIVEMAJOR STORY LINES THAT DON'T INVOLVE THE SEC 
Are you one of those “if it ain't SEC, it ain't for me” types? Well, tough. These story lines don't involve 
Alabama or the greatest league in the land yet will go a long way toward shaping the season: 


« 1, Michigan vs. Ohio State. Officially, this 
rivalry is back. The Buckeyes are coming off a 
perfect season—um, except for the bowl-ban 
bit—and have a real shot to go 13-0 and blow off 
the Rose Bowl for the even bigger biggie five days 
later in Pasadena. The Wolverines, though, havea 
dream schedule, with the Notre Dame, Nebraska 
and OSU games all in Ann Arbor. 

What we're trying to tell you, folks, is that The 
Gameis going to be followed by The Rematch 
in Indianapolis for the conference title, and that 
little turn of events is going to be the best thing to 
happen to the Big Tenina long time. 


2.USC vs. UCLA. It would seem we already 
know the Pac-12 is going to come down to the 
Stanford-Oregon game (in Palo Alto this year), 
with those two programs so far ahead of the rest 
of that conference. But the fight for Los Angeles 
in 2013 has long-term, enormous implications. 

If UCLA repeats as division champ, what'll stop 
it from burying USC for an extended period? Lane 
Kiffin’s program still has enough talent to restore 
order in the South Division—and enough chaos to 
finish as low as fifth place. 

3. The Big 12’s OB questions. Remember 
way back in 2012 when the Big 12 was stocked 


rn % 


FLUKER: TODD KIRKLAND / ICON SMI; OSU-MICHIGAN: LON HORWEDEL / ICON SMI 


JONES: BUTCH DILL / AP; WARMACK: RYAN A. MILLER / ICON SMI; 


SANKEY: DAVID BECKER / AP 


SPREAD ’EM OUT 
A sideline-to-sideline 

offense supposedly is the 

college game’s greatest 

equalizer, and it’s true that’s 

why you see many uptempo 
teams seemingly competing above their 
talent level. When an offense with true NFL 
talent takes that approach, it can trouble 
any defense. 

Texas A&M used many sideline passes 
(think: Ryan Swope’s 11 catches for 111 
yards) in last season's 29-24 victory in 
Tuscaloosa. Auburn did likewise in 2010 
with a steady second-half diet of quick 
throws to the perimeter. But no offense has 
ever spread out the Tide quite like Utah did. 

Alabama was No. | for much of the 
2008 season. Utah blew the Tide’s doors 
off, 31-17, in the Sugar Bowl. 

“They're so massive up front that you 
play into their hands if you try to make it 
a between-the-tackles type of game,” says 
Brian Johnson, the Utes’ quarterback that 
year and now their co-offensive coordinator. 

“Even now—they've gotten better—but 
the best chance to get them is in the back 
end. Use your skill guys in space.” 


#JOHNNYMOBILE 
There's certainly a common 
thread from Tim Tebow 
beating top-ranked Alabama 
in the 2008 SEC title game to 
Newton in 2010 and to Texas 
A&M’s Johnny Manziel in 2012. You want 
the real equalizer in the college game? It’s a 
QB who can extend plays. 
No quarterback is going to run wild on 
the Tide. But he can frustrate them. 
And on those rare occasions when 
Saban and defensive coordinator 
Kirby Smart decide their base defense 
isn’t good enough, game management 
becomes paramount. 


with quarterbacks almost like never before? Collin 
Klein, Landry Jones, Geno Smith, Seth Doege, Nick 
Florence—they’re all gone now. In their places are 
more raging QB competitions than you can shake 
astick at. 

David Ash never looked so good, but that's 
mostly because we know who Texas’ starter will 
be. Who's the man at Oklahoma State? At TCU? 
Heck, the whole league is nuts. 

4. Sunshine State turf wars. As quickly asit 
kinda-sorta re-emerged as the leading programin 
the state, Florida State could drop back down to 
No. 3. Florida will be higher-ranked in just about every 
preseason poll, but look who else is closing fast on 
the 'Noles: That's right, the Miami Hurricanes. 

And here's the thing about that: With Clemson 
looming larger than everin the ACC Atlantic, FSU 
repeating as division champ may well be more of 


“They heated us up a little more, more 
blitzes and pressure, particularly in 
the fourth quarter when we got up two 
scores, and created some issues for us,” 
says Texas A&M coach Kevin Sumlin. 

That’s when Manziel’s best plays 
became simply not over-relying on his 
playmaking ability. 

“He held the ball a couple times instead 
of just throwing it,” Sumlin says. “... 
It gave us the opportunity to punt the 
football and didn’t just give it to them.” 


DON’T STOP BELIEVING 
Utah jumped out to a 

21-0 lead on the Tide. South 

Carolina snapped the Tide’s 

29-game regular-season 

win streak in 2010 after the 
Gamecocks jumped ahead 21-3. Texas 
A&M led 20-0 in the first quarter. How nice 
that must've been. 

Even without such an unlikely “how 
did we get here?” advantage, an Alabama 
opponent must believe it can slay the 
dragon. 

“Just keep fighting and find a way,” 
LSU's Les Miles put it after a 9-6 victory in 
Tuscaloosa in 2011. 

Texas A&M never doubted it belonged 
on the same field. What was Sumlin’s 
message to his players in the days leading 
in? “We don’t have to play a perfect game 
to win. We have to play a complete game.” 

As in complete effort, complete 
determination—complete belief. 

Why did Utah beat Alabama in that Sugar 
Bowl? Sure, the Tide’s title dreams having 
been crushed by Florida had something 
to do with it. But the Utes’ resolve meant 
more. Believe him or not, Johnson is 
convinced his team could've tangled with 
the 2012 Tide and come out ahead. 

“Absolutely,” he says. “The proof was in 
the pudding.” 


along shot than Miami claiming the Coastal. Ask 
us now which team we like better to get to the ACC 
title game, and we're taking the Canes. 

5. The final year of the BCS. Otherwise 
known as the most confusing year in college 
football history. No, really. Try naming all 10 (yep, 
10) teams in the American Athletic Conference. 
And that’s still a so-called BCS league, is it not? 
(Answer: It is. And Louisville's a lock to win it.) 

Pittsburgh and Syracuse are in the ACC now. 

The American Athletic has soaked up much of 
Conference USA, which restocked with Sun Belt 
programs. Oh, did we mention the WAC is dead? At 
least the Mountain West is back in business—in a big 
way—after Boise State and San Diego State played 
now-you-see-us, now-you-don't with the former Big 
East. We're done talking about this. 

— Steve Greenberg 


Bishop Sankey 


FIVE STORY LINES 
VOU DON’T KNOW 
BUT SHOULD 


@ 1. The tailback with the funky name— 
and big game. Here's Bishop Sankey, 
everyone. You don't know him because 
Washington was just average last season 

and the Huskies had a star quarterback 

(Keith Price) who didn't play like one when his 
offensive line couldn't protect. So they ran the 
ball—and Sankey piled up the quietest 1,439 
yards (16 TDs) in maybe ever. 

= 2. Thenext Tim Tebow. His nameis 
Taysom Hill, and if he played for an SEC team 
instead of BYU, he'd already have the Tebow- 
like billing. He has the game, he has the frame; 
only a knee injury midway through last year—at 
the end of his second career start when BYU 
was running out the clock—kept him froma 
breakout season. 

= 3. The BCS buster for 2013. Not only did 
Willie Taggart leave new Western Kentucky 
coach Bobby Petrino a talented (and tough) 
team, Petrino has maybe the best non-BCS 
player in the game: running back Antonio 
Andrews. If he can mold strong-armed QB 
James Mauro into a legitimate threat (when 
has Petrino's coaching not significantly 
improved a quarterback?), WKU has the 
nonconference schedule to impress voters, 

= 4. The emerging playmaker for Florida. 
Just how insecure is Florida about production 
from the wide receiver spot? Star cornerback 
Loucheiz Purifoy worked at receiver 

during spring drills and could move there 
permanently if a heralded group of freshman 
receivers can’t break into the lineup. 

= 5. Thelatest star Mountaineer QB. 

He has the family name and the football 
background. Now watch West Virginia 
quarterback Ford Childress—son of former NFL 
star Ray Childress—win the starting job and 
flourish in coach Dana Holgorsen's pass-happy 
offense. 


— Matt Hayes 


p for the iPad 7 


VOUT TTT eT 


The SportingNews 


PRESENSON 


IOP 25 


1 Alabama 6 
2 (2 Stanford 

“3 South Carolina 
4 © cytes! Florida 
5 nam Ohio State 


8 ( ) Oregon 
9 @% Clemson 


Yeah, the Tide 

are going for three straight BCS 
championships. But consider this: They 
could very easily be playing for their fifth 
straight. The 2008 team was a game away 
from an appearance in the BCS national 
championship game, and the 2010 team 
was the most talented in the country. 


Kevin Hogan 


SGaneora The Cardinal lost 
two games in 2012—neither of 
which they should have. The next 
step? A salty defense and rising 
star QB Kevin Hogan will give the 
Pac-12 another shot at the SEC. 


8 2013 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


757 Oklahoma State 
2? | TexasA&M 


10 “¥2 Notre Dame 


11 S Louisville 
12 (© Georgia 
13 BV] Michigan 
14 Texas 


15 pat Boise State 


Here’s 

something that will make you feel 
old: This fall will be Steve Spurrier’s 
ninth season in Columbia—and he'll 
have his best team yet. After back-to- 
back 11-win seasons, it’s time to get to 
a BCS bowl. The question: Which one? 
Maybe the Big One. 


Will Muschamp has the 

defense figured out, so the loss of 
coordinator Dan Quinn to the NFL won’t 
be an issue. What might be an issue 
is the development of QB Jeff Driskel, 
who needs help on the outside from 
young receivers—freshmen Demarcus 
Robinson and Ahmad Fulwood—to 
make this team complete. 


It’s easy to go 
unbeaten when there’s zero pressure 
and you’re playing in a conference that’s 
in a down cycle—and on top of it you have 
the best player on the field week after 
week. Let’s see what Ohio State can do 


MMU 


21 iarv( Nebraska 
22 (LJ Miami 
23 gums Oregon State 


24 ay Wisconsin 


25). Ole Miss 


now that there will be pressure to perform, 
and in a conference that should be 
better in 2013. 


There are two new 
coordinators and a handful 
of questions, but one 
thing stands out above 
all: In a league that’s all 
about who can score 
more, no one will put 
up points like the 
Cowboys. Doesn’t 
matter who plays 
quarterback—Clint 
Chelf, J.W. Walsh or 
Wes Lunt (or all three). 


The Aggies were 
the story of 2012, but a repeat 
performance in Year 2 in the SEC won’t 
be easy. Defenses will have had a full 

offseason to figure out how to break 
down the prolific offense. The Aggies 


still have Heisman-winning QB Johnny Manziel, 
but they aren’t the novelty of 2012 anymore. 


We don’t really know what Mark 
Helfrich will be like in his first season making 
every call that matters. We do know, however, 
that the Ducks have plenty of talent on their 
roster. That alone should put Oregon ina 
position to win every time it steps on the field. 


Frankly, we’re not 
comfortable with Clemson here—at 
some point, Clemson becomes Clemson, 
does it not? Then again, you have to 
think either Florida State or Clemson 
will do what it’s supposed to do, take 
advantage of a soft league schedule and go 
unbeaten. This season, it’s Clemson’s turn. 


There are two ways 
to look at this Irish team: as a group 
that will get better with an influx of young talent 
or a group that won a lot of close games and isn’t 
nearly as good as the unbeaten regular season of 
2012 suggests. It all depends on the maturation of 

quarterback Everett Golson. 


For those who think the 
Cardinals should be ranked higher based 
on their Sugar Bowl performance, we remind you 
that they were playing against an opponent who 
didn’t care (Florida) and that the Cardinals should 


Peete eeeeererreriiy 


Left: Alabama's 

T.J. Yeldon is the 
latest ina line of 

elite running backs 
who have helped keep 
the Tide on top. 


Below: Having talent 
like De’Anthony 
Thomas will make 
first-year head coach 
Mark Helfrich's job 
much easier 

at Oregon. 


have lost to Southern Miss, a team that didn’t win 

a single game all season, in 2012. That said, star 
quarterback Teddy Bridgewater could make those 
qualifiers go away with a few flicks of his wrist. And, 
you know, Louisville does play in the American 
Athletic Conference (see: gift-wrapped unbeaten 
season). 


GEOPr Sia Aaron Murray has 
put up plenty of big numbers 
over the last three years, but 
how many times can you recall 
him going all AJ McCarron and lifting his team to a 
win with a terrific individual performance? Witha 
revamped defense, Georgia will need multiple big 
games from Murray this fall. 


The Michigan staff waited too 
long to pull the plug on the Denard Robinson 
experiment, and it cost them in 2012. The team is now 
Devin Gardner’s, which means we'll finally see a true 
version of coordinator Al Borges’ multiple offense. 
The defense still must develop difference-makers in 
the front seven. Gardner can’t win every game. 


As the Longhorns once again try 
to reinvent the wheel, we are left to come 


to grips with this: Texas may never again become 
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the dominant force it once was under 
Mack Brown. And if that’s OK with 
Texas A.D. DeLoss Dodds and the rest 
of the Orangebloods, then we'll just 
roll through another eight- or nine-win 
season and call it a day. 


Joe Southwick , 


BOIS® SEALE Asis always the 
case, the Broncos will go as far as the 
quarterback position takes them. Joe 
Southwick was just average last year; 
he must play better this season for the 
Broncos to make noise nationally. They 
also must avoid another conference loss 
(they’ve had one each in the last three 
years, by a combined six points) if they 
want to play in a BCS bowl. 


Everything says down 

year—everything except the 
overwhelming talent on the roster. The 
Tigers are young and inexperienced and 
playing in a brutally tough conference. 
But if new offensive coordinator Cam 
Cameron can get QB Zach Mettenberger 
to play to his enormous potential, LSU 
can beat anyone in the SEC. But that’s a 
big if. 


Here are the Bears, 
just three spots down from 
Texas on this list. How can a team 
with less talent than Texas, with fewer 
inherent advantages than Texas, be in 
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the same neighborhood as Texas? It’s 
mind-boggling—until you meet Bears 
coach Art Briles and realize his offense 
and his philosophy fit perfectly with a 
program that gets stronger each season. 


FSU lost 

everything good (a handful 
of defensive stars) from a team that 
was able to compensate for the play 
of enigmatic QB EJ Manuel. Now, the 
’Noles are starting over at quarterback 
(Clint Trickett, Jameis Winston or Jacob 
Coker) with little margin for error. 


OU is always 

OU, but the Sooners haven’t 
been this overlooked—or underplayed, 
depending on how you see it—since Bob 
Stoops arrived in Norman in 1999. That’s 
because there are plenty of questions, 
starting with: Can Blake Bell really throw 
the ball? The last thing OU wants to be in 
the Big 12 is lacking on offense. 


© The Bruins should 

be very good—and QB Brett 
Hundley could be Heisman Trophy- 
good—but if the rest of the conference 
adjusts, the road will get tougher. UCLA 
is sort of the Pac-12’s version of Texas 
A&M; what was once all new and shiny 
and run by a fun quarterback now 
becomes a weekly grind to find a way to 
win against highly motivated teams. 


@ We can safely 

say the Huskers are good for 
four losses. Under Bo Pelini, they’ve had 
four losses in each of his five seasons as 
coach. So pencil em in, everyone. And 
it’s the same story with quarterback 
Taylor Martinez. The big question: 
When and where will the Huskers (and 
Martinez) play to their potential, and 
who will get walloped because of it? 


Miami Somehow, Al Golden and his 
staff have kept the Miami program 
from tanking during the uncertainty 
ofan NCAA investigation. The 

Canes have some significant young 
talent (tailback Duke Johnson, 
receiver Phillip Dorsett), so with 

great coaching, it won’t take long to 
reemerge in the ACC. 


crac HOS | 


Wasn't so long ago that Mike Riley 
was feeling heat for back-to-back ugly 
seasons, and then 2012 comes along. It’s 
hard enough winning in Corvallis; it’s 
harder without a difference-maker at 
quarterback—something the Beavers 
lacked (again) last year. Imagine what 
happens if/when Cody Vaz has a 
career season. 


Bret 

Bielema left Madison and 
gave new coach Gary Andersen 
a loaded roster ready to win now. 
Every new coach should be so fortunate. 
Bonus for Wisconsin: Andersen was an 
overlooked jewel ofa coach at Utah State 
and as Kyle Whittingham’s top assistant 
at Utah. His style and philosophy will fit 
perfectly with the Badgers. 


Routinely 

forgotten from the Rebels’ 
rebound in 2012 are two near wins—a 
handful of plays could have changed 
the outcome—against Texas A&M and 
LSU. In other words, this team is ready 
to win now, especially with 19 starters 
returning and the influx of a top 10 
recruiting class. But one question 
remains: Can the Rebels deal with 
success—and expectations? 


Cody Vaz 
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ide receiver Phillip Dorsett 

part of a:core of young talent ~ 
“that could make this anéxciting = 
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BCS NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 


Pasadena, Calif., January 6, 2014 
Alabama vs. Stanford 

Maul Ball at its best. The rest of the nation has tried every 
way possible to beat the SEC. Why not strength vs. strength, 
power vs. power? 


ROSE BOWL 


Pasadena, Calif., January 1, 2014 
Oregon vs. Ohio State 

The Ducks can’t get by Stanford (again), and the Buckeyes 
can't get so many fortunate breaks (again). But it leaves us 
with a terrific Rose Bowl game to send off the BCS era. 


FIESTA BOWL 


Glendale, Ariz., January 1, 2014 
Oklahoma State vs. Michigan 

Michigan beats Ohio State in Ann Arbor, then loses the 
rematch in the Big Ten championship game and ends up in 
the Fiesta instead of the Rose. The beauty—and the curse—of 
championship games. 


SUGAR BOWL 


New Orleans, January 2, 2014 
South Carolina vs. Notre Dame 

In needing to fill a replacement for conference champion 
Stanford, the Rose Bowl opts for the traditional Pac-12 vs. Big 
Ten matchup instead of selecting Notre Dame—leaving the 
Irish for the Sugar against SEC runner-up South Carolina. 


ORANGE BOWL 


Miami, January 3, 2014 
Clemson vs. Louisville 

They'll be conference mates soon enough. Why not start 
things one year early? Both Clemson and Louisville could go 
unbeaten and not get to the BCS championship game. 


Daily coverage at sportingnews.com/ncaa-football ll 
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Johnny Manziel may be the Heisman front- 
runner, but there’s plenty standing between 
last year’s phenom and trophy No. 2 


Bigger John in college football history: Heisman or 
Manziel? 

Oh, come on, now, we're only kidding. 

Of course it’s Johnny Football. 

There won't be a Heisman discussion all preseason 
that doesn’t include Manziel’s name. The Texas A&M 
quarterback could become just the second two-time 
winner of the award, joining former Ohio State running 
back Archie Griffin. Heck, why stop there? Maybe, just 
for kicks, the superhero of Aggieland will try to win his 
fourth Heisman playing only at placekicker. 

Look, Manziel is awesome and all—but you’d better 
believe we're taking the field against him in 2013. Our 
read on the preliminary Heisman candidates: 


Manziel vs. AJ McCarron. If Manziel shoots down 
Alabama—again—on September 14 in College Station, 
he'll be in pole position for a second trophy. More 
likely: (1) The Tide defense makes Nick Saban 
and coordinator Kirby Smart look good, and 
(2) McCarron enters October as the bigger 
player in the Heisman race. If McCarron, 
already a two-time national champion 
as the starter, plays near-spotless 
football again and the Tide win 
another SEC bis he'll be golden. 

Five more quarterbacks. A 
QB has won ihe Heisman i in 11 of 
the past 12 seasons, the strongest 
single trend in the history of the 
award. So figure Ohio State dual- 
threat star Braxton Miller is no lower 
than third on the preseason charts, 
especially with the Buckeyes in line 
to dominate the Big Ten as they 
chase a second straight unbeaten *. 
regular season. : 

Seniors Tajh Boyd of 
Clemson and Aaron Murray 
of Georgia could each make 
runs at 4,000 yards and 
40 touchdowns passing— 
along with conference 
titles that would carry 


of 


Jadeveon Clowney 
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New York implications. Their 
overall numbers might pale in 
comparison, though, to those 
of a pair of Heisman “dark 
horses”—Oregon’'s Marcus 
Mariota and UCLA's Brett 
Hundley—who, like Manziel, 
had enormous breakouts as 
redshirt freshmen. 
Clowney 
1. We're not 
sure we even remember the 
last time a defensive player 
was so widely considered 
the best player in the game 
heading into a season. (Take 
that, Manzielians.) Manti Te’o 
proved that a defensive star 
doesn't even have to have great 
stats to get to New York. 
South Carolina defensive end 
Clowney has a big, fat goal of 20 
sacks. We suggest a two-step 
sack dance for him in 2013: 
stand and stiff-arm. 
Three others t 


ais pegeveon 


Johnny Manziel 


about. For much of 2012, 
USC wideout Maraqise 
Lee was considered the best player in 
the country regardless of position. 
He’s back, and though the Trojans 
may not be much to look at ... well, 
he’s back. As is Oregon do-it- 
all guy De’Anthony Thomas, 
who is possibly the most 
explosive player out there 
(but can he really outshine 
teammate Mariota given the 
QB-Heisman connection? ). 
And don’t you dare forget 
about Baylor running 
back Lache Seastrunk, a 
former Duck. He already 
told Sporting News he's 
going to win it. That 
wafting stench—is it B.S. 
or a 2,000-yard season 
for the brightest Bears talent since 
RG3? 
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247Sports Rating Explanation | 247Composite Rating 


Each recruit we evaluate is assigned a numerical rating as well as a star rating. Ratings i The 247Composite Rating is a proprietary algorithm that compiles 
are determined by our recruiting analysts after countless hours of personal observations, film i prospect “rankings” and “ratings” listed in the public domain by the 
evaluation, and input from our network of scouts. : major media recruiting services. It converts average industry ranks and 
Players are first grouped qualitatively with a star rating, then given a numerical rating based on | __ ratings into a linear composite index capping at 1.0000, which indicates a 
their future potential, and finally ranked according to these numerical ratings. » consensus No. | prospect across all services. 
1/0 - 101s Franchise Ployer. One of the best players to come along in years, if not decades. : The 247Composite Rating is the industry's most comprehensive and 
Odds of having a player in this category every year is slim. This prospect has “can't miss” talent. i unbiased prospect ranking and is also used to generate 247Sports Team 
100- S& = Five-star prospect, One of the top 30 players in the nation. This player has - Recruiting Rankings. 
excellent pro-potential and should emerge as one of the best in the country before the end of his i 
career. 


© SO = Pour-star praspect. One of the top 300 players in the nation. This prospect will be 
an impact-player for his college team. He is an All-American candidate who displays pro-potential. 
89 - 80 = Three-star prospect. One of the top 10% players in the nation. This player will 
develop into a reliable starter for his college team and is among the best players in his region of the 
country. 

79-~ below = Two-star prospect. This player makes up the bulk of Division | rosters. He may 
have little pro-potential, but is likely to become a role player for his respective school. 
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OB ‘Setar arta Soph., Texas A&M 
RB _ T.J. Yeldon, Soph., Alabama 

RB Todd Gurley, Soph., Georgia 

WR Margise Lee, Jr, USC 

WR Amari Cooper, Soph., Alabama 

TE Austin Seferian-Jenkins, Jr., Washington 
OL David Yankey, Sr., Stanford 

OL Taylor Lewan, Sr., Michigan 

OL Cyril Richardson, Sr. Baylor 

OL Jake Matthews, Sr., Texas A&M 
OL Anthony Steen, Sr., Alabama 

K Chandler Catanzaro, Sr., Clemson 
KR_ Dri Archer, Sr, Kent State 

AP De’Anthony Thomas, Jr., Oregon 


THIRD TEAM 


QB “Teddy Bridgewater, Jr., Louisville 

RB Lache Seastrunk, Jr, Baylor 

RB Duke Johnson, Soph., Miami 

WR Josh Stewart, Jr., Oklahoma State 
WR Brandon Coleman, Jr., Rutgers 

TE NickO’Leary, Jr. Florida State 

OL Xavier Su’a-Filo, Jr, UCLA 

OL Spencer Long, Sr., Nebraska 

OL Bryan Stork, Sr., Florida State 

OL Weston Richburg, Sr., Colorado State 
OL La’el Collins, Jr., LSU 

K = Jeremiah Detmer, Jr., Toledo 

KR Chase Clayton, Jr., New Mexico 

AP Antonio Andrews, Sr, Western Kentucky 
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DT Will Sutton, Sr., Arizona State 
DT Anthony Johnson, Jr, LSU 

DE Jadeveon Clowney, Jr., South Carolina 
DE Stephon Tuitt, Jr, Notre Dame 
C.J. Mosley, Sr., Alabama 
Anthony Barr, Sr., UCLA 

Kyle Van Noy, Sr., BYU 

Bradley Roby, Jr., Ohio State 
Loucheiz Purifoy, Jr., Florida 

Ed Reynolds, Sr., Stanford 

Ha Ha Clinton-Dix, Jr., Alabama 
Kyle Christy, Jr., Florida 

Marcus Murphy, Jr., Missouri 


SECOND TEAM 


g T° ° CSREES 


QB AJ McCarron, Sr, Alabama DT ‘tome Nix Ill, Sr., Notre Dame 

RB Ka’Deem Carey, Jr., Arizona DT Kelcy Quarles, Jr., South Carolina 
RB _ Bishop Sankey, Jr., Washington DE Scott Crichton, Soph., Oregon State 
WR Stefon Diggs, Soph., Maryland DE Morgan Breslin, Sr, USC 

WR Jordan Matthews, Sr., Vanderbilt LB A.J. Johnson, Jr., Tennessee 

TE Chris Coyle, Sr., Arizona State LB Trent Murphy, Sr., Stanford 

OL Gabelkard, Sr., Oklahoma LB Ryan Shazier, Jr, Ohio State 

OL Gabe Jackson, Sr., Mississippi State CB Ifo Ekpre-Olomu, Jr, Oregon 

OL Zack Martin, Sr., Notre Dame CB Jason Verrett, Sr., TCU 

OL James Hurst, Sr., North Carolina S Isaiah Lewis, Sr., Michigan State 
OL Cyrus Kouandjio, Jr, Alabama S  CraigLoston, Sr., LSU 

K Cairo Santos, Sr., Tulane P_RichieLeone, Sr., Houston 

KR TylerLockett, Jr., Kansas State PR RashadGreene, Jr., Florida State 
AP Sammy Watkins, Jr., Clemson 


DT Timmy Jernigan, Jr., Florida State 
DT Leonard Williams, Soph., USC 

DE Demarcus Lawrence, Jr., Boise State 
DE Devonte Fields, Soph., TCU 

LB Trey Depriest, Jr., Alabama 

LB Shayne Skov, Sr., Stanford 

LB Chris Borland, Sr., Wisconsin 

CB Quandre Diggs, Jr., Texas 

CB Deshazor Everett, Jr., Texas A&M 

S Hakeem Smith, Sr., Louisville 

S  TyZimmerman, Sr, Kansas State 

P Will Monday, Soph., Duke 

PR Tramaine Thompson, Sr., Kansas State 


LEE: RICK BOWMER / AP; NIX: NAM Y. HUH / AP; LAWRENCE: BRIAN LOSNESS / USA TODAY SPORTS 


BOYD: JOSH D. WEISS / USA TODAY SPORTS; HUNDLEY: MARK J. TERRILL / AP; ANDREWS: STEPHEN MORTON / AP 


<1: AUGUST 31 


Georgia at Clemson: The return of a classic 
rivalry, and the likely elimination of one team 
from the national championship race. Georgia 
and Clemson haven't played in 10 years, and the 
Bulldogs won the last game (in Clemson) 30-0. 
Other key games: Alabama vs. Virginia Tech 
(Atlanta); LSU vs. TCU (Arlington, Texas). 


WEEK 2: SEPTEMBER 7 


Notre Dame at Michigan: The first true test 
to see if the Irish can back up last year’s magical 


regular-season run. The Irish have lost six of their # 


last seven games at Ann Arbor. 
Other key games: Florida at Miami; South 
Carolina at Georgia. 


€3: SEPTEMBER 14 


Alabama at Texas A&M: How many times 
do you think the Alabama defense has seen 
the play that won Johnny Manziel the Heisman 
Trophy? Yeah, the Tide defense will be ready. 
Other key game: UCLA at Nebraska. 


WEEK 4: SEPTEMBER 21 


Kansas State at Texas: The Longhorns are 
trying to reinvent themselves again. Let's see 
how it works out against Texas’ Big 12 thorn. 
Other key games: Michigan State at Notre 
Dame; North Carolina at Georgia Tech. 


WEEK 5: SEPTEMBER 28 


LSU at Georgia: Alabama gets Kentucky and 
Tennessee as its East Division games. LSU gets 
Florida and Georgia. That was Les Miles giving 
the SEC office the stink eye. 

Other key games: Wisconsin at Ohio State; 
Oklahoma at Notre Dame. 


WEEK6:OCTOBERS5 


Kansas State at Oklahoma State: Kansas 
State has two options at quarterback; Oklahoma 
State has three. It's the Big 12, people—every 
quarterback is successful because every defense 
isn't. 

Other key games: Ohio State at Northwestern; 
Notre Dame vs. Arizona State (Arlington, Texas). 


WEEK 7: OCTOBER 12 


Oklahoma vs. Texas (Dallas): The Sooners 
have outscored the Longhorns 118-38 over the 
last two seasons. If Texas gives up 50 again 
to OU, it won't matter how many games Mack 
Brown wins—he's gone. 

Other key games: Florida at LSU; Oregon at 
Washington. 


Ss) Notre Dame. 


OF 


WEEK 8: OCTOBER 19 


4 Florida State at Clemson: In a perfect world, 
# both the Tigers and ‘Noles are unbeaten and the 


ACC finally has turned the corner. Then again... 
Other key games: UCLA at Stanford; USC at 


AP, 


EEK 9: OCTOBER 26 


UCLA at Oregon: The future of the Pac-l2 vs. 
the present. Bruins coach Jim Mora has made 
huge strides; beating Oregon on the road would 
complete the quick turnaround in Westwood. 


Other key games: Penn State at Ohio State: 
Stanford at Oregon State. a 


WEEK 10: NOVEMBER 2 


Florida vs. Georgia (Jacksonville): Ladies and 
gentlemen, we have a rivalry again. The Gators’ 
stranglehold is no longer. 

Other key games: Michigan at Michigan State; 
Miami at Florida State. 


MALL 
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Your week-by-week guide to the best matchups of the season 


.11: NOVEMBER 9 


LSU at Alabama: The game of the year in 
Bm) the SEC and the game of the year in college 
football. So what if LSU isn't as strong as it 
me has been the past couple of seasons; the off- 
5 field combatants (Saban vs. Miles) still make 
this a must-see event. 
Oregon at Stanford (November 7): 
& Easily the most anticipated Thursday night 
i game in years, and the biggest obstacle in 
8 Stanford's potential national championship 
run. 
Other key games: Nebraska at Michigan; 
Virginia Tech at Miami; Oklahoma at Baylor 
(November 7). 


WEEK 12: NOVEMBER 16 


Florida at South Carolina: This is Steve 
Spurrier’s best team in Columbia. All that 
stands between him and Pasadena are the 
rival he hates (Georgia), the rival he loves 
(Florida) and the rival he’s chasing (Alabama). 
Good luck, Spurdog. 

Other key games: Stanford at USC; Michigan 
State at Nebraska. 


WEEK 13: NOVEMBER 23 


Texas A&M at LSU: The game everyone 
conveniently forgets: If Manziel thought LSU 
was tough in College Station, wait until he gets 
an earful of Death Valley. 

Other key game: Baylor at Oklahoma State. 


WEEK 14: NOVEMBER 30 


Ohio State at Michigan: The Big Ten 
nightmare scenario: two unbeatens in The 
Game; one loses here, the other loses the 
following week in the Big Ten championship 
game—and prevents the conference from 
playing in the BCS national championship 
game. 

Other key games: Notre Dame at Stanford; 
Florida State at Florida; Clemson at South 
Carolina. 


VEEK 15: DECEMBER 7 


SEC championship game: Or, as we've 
learned from previous seasons, the national 
semifinal to see which SEC team plays for it 
all. SN's pick: Alabama over South Carolina. 
Pac-12 championship game: We've got 
Stanford beating UCLA (hello, 2012) and 
advancing to the BCS championship game. 
Other games: Big Ten championship game; 
ACC championship game; Oklahoma at 
Oklahoma State. 


WEEK 
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RANKING THE GONFERENGES 


We don’t need to tell you who’s No. 1, but the Pac-12 is trying to create a stir 


2 » PoC-le 

The teams from expansion haven’t 
helped the Pac-12, but the corresponding 
TV contract has defined a new standard: 
More money equals better coaching. Three 
coaches who debuted in the South Division 
last year (Rich Rodriguez, Todd Graham, 
Jim Mora) have elevated the conference. 

Don’t sleep on: Arizona State. The 
Sun Devils are an experienced team ina 
winnable division. We'll know more about 
them after the first five weeks of the season, 
which include games against Wisconsin, 
Stanford, USC and Notre Dame. 

The next big thing: On name alone, 
Barry Sanders Jr. should make anyone 
stop and look. Wait until he gets behind 
Stanford’s massive offensive line and 
gets significant carries. 


3>Bi91e 

The conference that once pushed the 
SEC for supremacy is in a slide of sorts. 
There’s no elite team, and an argument 
could be made for as many as five teams 
winning the Big 12 title. 

Don’t sleep on: Kansas State. No 
Collin Klein, no Arthur Brown. But 
if we’ve learned anything about Bill 


/.> SEC 


The worst part of Alabama’s dominance of college 
football: The rest of the SEC is overlooked. By the end 
~. of the regular season last year, six SEC teams were in 


the BCS top 10—and that meant absolutely nothing 
for the five that weren’t named Alabama. 

Don’t sleep on: LSU. For the last four years, LSU’s 
hopes of winning a national championship have been 
quashed by a lack of consistent play at quarterback. 
But now QB Zach Mettenberger could be a strength 
with the addition of offensive coordinator Cam 


Cameron. 


The next big thing: Ole Miss signee Robert 
Nkemdiche is a pass-rushing end who will have 
the same impact Jadeveon Clowney had at South 
Carolina—maybe even greater. 


Snyder, it’s that his teams are prepared 
and don’t make mistakes. 

The next big thing: In TCU’s recent 
history of elite defensive ends, none has the 
potential and physical ability of Devonte 
Fields, one of the Big 12’s best pass rushers 
as a freshman last year. 


4>Bi9 Ten 

The once mighty league is in a down 
cycle, but there’s too much money and 
support—and pride—for the Big Ten to 
slide much longer. The question: Will 
Ohio State and Michigan lift the level of 
play—or beat it down? 

Don’t sleep on: Northwestern. 
Wildcats coach Pat Fitzgerald has 
a proven system and a roster of 
overachievers who play every week with 
a chip the size of Urban Meyer’s ego on 
their shoulders. 

The next big thing: Christian 
Hackenberg, the nation’s No. 1 pro- 
style quarterback recruit, grew up in 
Pennsylvania’s can-do Coal Region. His 
personality and work ethic mirror those 
who show up and work hard day after 
day—no matter the circumstances. No 
surprise then that he chose to play for 
probation-saddled Penn State. 
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S > ACC 

It has been a decade since the ACC 
expanded to 12 teams (and two more 
are coming this year), a move that was 
supposed to strengthen the basketball 
league. It hasn’t. 

Don’t sleep on: Miami. Depending 
on the outcome of potential NCAA 
sanctions—the final verdict may not 
be delivered until well after the season 
begins—the Hurricanes will give 
everyone problems with their skill and 
speed on offense. 

The next big thing: If Maryland 
can keep a quarterback healthy, wide 
receiver Stefon Diggs will develop into 
one of the top playmakers in the game. 


G > MOUNGAIN Wes 
Ina span of weeks, the MWC got better 
ina hurry by stealing Boise State and 
San Diego State back from the former Big 
East—and severely wounding its chief 
competitor for elite status among the major 
conferences. Still, some reality: The MWC 
is a 2013 version of the former WAC. 
Don’t sleep on: Fresno State. The 
MWC co-champion was overshadowed 
by Boise State, but the Bulldogs have 


METTENBERGER: PHIL SANDLIN / AP 
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SATURDAY SUPERLATIVES 


The biggest, the boldest, the baddest heading into the season 


> GREATEST WINNER Who else but AJ McCarron? The senior quarterback is beelining for his third BCS title as a starter, 
> BEST NEW RIVALRY Easy call: It’s Alabama-Texas A&M. That Johnny Manziel-led victory in Tuscaloosa last season 
was all it took to boil things over. Rematch: September 14 in College Station. 

> BIGGEST SHOES TO FILL Collin Klein will be replaced by 2012 backup Daniel Sams or juco star Jake Waters. Can the 
Wildcats rise again without the most valuable player Bill Snyder has ever coached? 


Fate > MOST USELESS NICKNAME Here's the thing about The Belldozer, Oklahoma's pile-driving junior QB Blake Bell: He 


has 10 career completions entering the season. Three yards and a cloud of quarterback controversy? 


:°'**> BOLDEST QUOTE “I'm going to win the Heisman in 2013,” Baylor running back Lache Seastrunk tells SN. “If | don't, 


I'm going to get very close. I'm shooting for that goal. | will gladly say it.” 

> NEVER-ENDINGEST QUARTERBACK BATTLE The principals: Oklahoma State's Clint Chelf, J.W. Walsh and last 
offseason's victor in the same battle, Wes Lunt. Something tells us they'll all play again. 

> BEST INTERIOR MATCHUPS It’s a tie: Alabama guard Anthony Steen vs. LSU defensive tackle Anthony Johnson, 
and Stanford guard David Yankey vs. Arizona State defensive tackle Will Sutton. 

> BEST OUTSIDE MATCHUPS It's another tie: USC wideout Marqise Lee vs. Oregon cornerback Ifo Ekpre-Olomu, and 
Alabama wideout Amari Cooper vs. Texas A&M cornerback Deshazor Everett. 

> TRACKIEST TRACK GUY Get a load of Florida State’s Marvin Bracy. The wide receiver, who redshirted as a freshman, 
set a school record in the 60-meter dash in February (6.54 seconds)—beating the times of multiple former Seminoles 
Olympians. Yeah, he can fly. 
> DEADLIEST NON-CONFERENCE SCHEDULE, BCS We're not saying Arizona State can't beat Wisconsin in Tempe or 
Notre Dame in Arlington, Texas. We're just saying: Yikes. 
> DEADLIEST NON-CONFERENCE SCHEDULE, NON-BCS You're Southern Miss. You went 0-12 in 2012. And you've got 
Nebraska, Arkansas and Boise State—back-to-back-to-back—on the road in September. Good god. 

> UGLIEST STREAK Speaking of “yikes” and “good god,” Kansas has lost 21 straight in the Big 12 and 32 of 33 league 
games overall. Thank goodness the Jayhawks have can't-miss coach Charlie Weis to lift them out of this mess. 


one of the top pass-catch combinations 
in the country: QB Derek Carr and wide 
receiver Davante Adams. 

The next big thing: Nevada’s Cody 
Fajardo may not be Colin Kaepernick, 
but like Kaepernick, he has become a 
dangerous dual-threat quarterback. 


7? > american 
ACNLECIC 


Take a good look at what has emerged 
with this new conference. It’s nothing like 
the old Big East. In fact, it’s far worse. 

Don’t sleep on: Cincinnati. Is new 
Bearcats coach Tommy Tuberville good 
for his annual big upset or two? 


BELL: TONY GUTIERREZ / AP; SEASTRUNK: LENNY IGNELZI / AP; CARR: DON RYAN / AP 


The next big thing: UCF quarterback 
Blake Bortles accounted for 33 
touchdowns last year. Now wait and see 
how much better he plays in his second 
full season as the unquestioned starter. 


8> SUN BelG 


Somehow, the Sun Belt has lost 
teams in conference realignment yet has 
managed to move ahead of the MAC 
and C-USA because of a handful of 
teams beginning to grow into legitimate 
non-BCS threats: Western Kentucky, 
Arkansas State and Louisiana-Monroe. 

Don’t sleep on: Western Kentucky. The 
Hilltoppers obviously are among the elite 
in the Sun Belt, but this team could make 
serious strides in the race for a BCS bowl. 

The next big thing: After a big 
freshman season in 2010, ULM 
quarterback Kolton Browning followed 
with a step back in 2011 and then came 
off that year with a big 2012. The goal 
now: continue 2012, when he accounted 
for 36 touchdowns. 


9§>mac 


Even if it doesn’t reflect it in our 
rankings, the MAC has stayed ahead 


of the Sun Belt in national perception 
because it has the look of a steady, stable 
conference. 

Don’t sleep on: Akron. The Zips have 
lost 23 of their last 24 MAC games, butit’s 
Year 2 under Terry Bowden, and he has an 
impressive young quarterback in Kyle Pohl. 

The next big thing: Western 
Michigan wide receiver Jaime Wilson 
had 67 catches last fall and will thrive in 
new coach P.J. Fleck’s multiple offense. 


10 > C-USA 

It’s trickle down and recover mode 
for C-USA, which was pillaged by the 
former Big East—and, in turn, did the 
same to the Sun Belt. What does it all 
mean? The level of competition in C-USA 
has drastically dropped—all the way to 
dead last. 

Don’t sleep on: Middle Tennessee. 
The Blue Raiders roll into C-USA with 
17 starters returning from an eight-win 
team. 

The next big thing: Everyone in 
C-USA knows Marshall QB Rakeem 
Cato. He has 52 touchdown passes in 
two seasons—and is the most exciting 
player in the conference. Soon enough, 
everyone outside C-USA will notice, too. 
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EIGHT MEN OUT 


(Or at least face uncertainty 
if they don’t win now) 


V 7a FRANK BEAMER, Virginia Tech. It’s crazy to 
even think about it, right? Prior to last year’s unthinkable six- 
loss season, Beamer’s teams had won 84 games 

over the previous eight seasons. 

But look a little closer: In those eight 
seasons of success, four ended with BCS 
bowl losses, and the only BCS bowl win 
was over Cincinnati. At some point, it 
will become more than just winning 
what is now the worst of the five 
major conferences. 


5 MACK BROWN, 


Texas. There's little argument 
that Texas is among the top 

three programs and coaching 
jobs in college football. If we 
agree on that (and how could 

you not—hello, Longhorn 
Network), then we must also 
agree that two Big 12 conference 
championships (and one national 
title) in 15 seasons isn’t enough. 
(For more on Brown’s predicament, 
see pages 20-21.) 


is KIRK FERENTZ, lowa. In 


September 2010, lowa extended Ferentz’s 
contract to 2020, investing nearly $37 million . 
(not including longevity bonuses) in a coach who has 
never won an outright Big Ten championship. Since that 
investment, Ferentz’s teams are 19-19 overall, 10-14 in Big 
Ten games. 

No matter how well-liked Ferentz is in the state, fans 
won't continue to show up for bad football. 

One catch: Ferentz’s deal states that the school owes him 
75 percent of his remaining salary if fired without cause. 


(A LANE KIFFIN, USC. When USC athletic director 
Pat Haden said he was 150 percent behind Kiffin, one of the 
first things he mentioned was Kiffin’s ability to recruit at an 
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elite level. Then USC lost multiple big recruits in the 2013 
class in the week leading up to signing day. 

The reality: Any coach would find it difficult to deal with 
30 scholarship losses over three seasons. The problem: 
Kiffin has made it worse with some bizarre behavior on and 
off the field, and some curious coaching moves. 


Ke MIKE LEACH, Washington State. It has been 

only one year in the Palouse, but that one year was 
demoralizing. Leach, a passing game guru, had an 

experienced quarterback (Jeff Tuel), an All- 
American wideout (Marquess Wilson) anda 
decent offensive line—and couldn't win or 

even score points. He’s not going 

anywhere, but the rope will get much 

shorter if the Cougars struggle again in 
2013. 


ne BO PELINI, Nebraska. 


The Huskers have three 10-win 
seasons in Pelini’s five years—but 
each of those five years includes 
four losses and zero conference 
titles. 
What exactly does Nebraska 
want to be? Giving up 70 points to 
a five-loss Wisconsin team in the 
Big Ten championship game was 
alarming—and the first real indicator 
that something is wrong. 


ce > 
Ge GARY PINKEL, Missouri. Pinkel 


is 12 wins from becoming the all-time leader in 
coaching victories at Missouri—and may not be 
around long enough to get there. Missouri isn’t 
nearly ready on the lines of scrimmage to compete in the 
SEC, and Pinkel last season bungled the one thing 
(managing star OB James Franklin) he had going for him. 


aa CHARLIE WEIS, Kansas. When Weis was hired 
last year at KU, he proclaimed there was only one way to go 
after a 2-10 season in 2011: up. Guess what? He went down 
by one more loss. 

Weis is adding 18 juco players to the roster this fall. It’s 
a big gamble. If it doesn’t work, the rebuilding process will 
take twice a long—and more than likely without Weis in 
charge. 


TAGGART: MARK HUMPHREY / AP; HEAPS: GEORGE FREY / AP 
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It’s a conFidence game 
reli The ton five 


Ever entered a weekly confidence pool during the NFL season? If there are 16 games, 


you assign 16 confidence points to the team you most expect to succeed, 15 to the team pedis . for 20) 4 
you like second best, and so on. It ain't complicated. 


And neither is this confidence pool-style rating of the 16 new BCS coaches. ry 
16 points: Mark Helfrich, Oregon. This transition from Chip Kelly is as Jake Heaps, QB, Kansas. \ 
smooth as smooth gets. Helfrich is a stud as an offensive coach, and he retains Coach Charlie Weis tried the ; 


the bulk of the Ducks’ staff. Potential NCAA transfer route last year, 

sanctions loom large, but Helfrich, a native and it failed miserably 

of the state, is inclined to stay true to the with quarterback Dayne 

program through all that might bring. Crist. But Heaps takes 

15 points: Willie Taggart, USF. Jim over a much better situation, 

Harbaugh has made it clear that Taggart has with legitimate threats on 

all the goods to get the job done at an elite the outside and a potentially : 

level. Is this really the time to argue with a strong offensive line. Heaps, v 4 
Harbaugh? Taggart is from Bradenton, Fla., a top QB from the 2010 

and has the energy to recruit at a program- signing class who left y 

SeeNerE tate. BYU after his sophomore <&™ jake Heaps 

14 points: Gary Andersen, season, will give the 

aieconsin: Andersen's experience offense a strong arm and some fiery, charismatic 

building Utah State into a non-BCS force leadership. 

shouldn't be taken lightly. 

13 points: Bret Bielema, 
Arkansas. There is zero doubt Bielema 
will make the Razorbacks tougher than they 


Aaron Lynch, DL, USF. New coach Willie 
Taggart teaches toughness and attitude— 
characteristics that describe Lynch, who had 


were in 2012. 5.5 sacks as a freshman at Notre Dame. Lynch 

12 points: Butch Jones, Tennessee. Is he Brian Kelly? No, but even left South Bend last year in the middle of 
without all the key players in Tennessee's pretty decent 2012 passing game, Jones spring practice and will give USF a force on the 
should usher in an immediate improvement in Knoxville. interior, 

11 points: Sonny Dykes, California. Forget all you've heard about Dykes as 

an oe ve enh he's a true program CEO. Max Garcia, G, Florida. Garcia was one of 
10 points: Kliff Kingsbury, Texas Tech. Johnny Manziel’s buddy has an the few bright spots at Maryland two years ago 
ability to anit with players and a leg up with West Texas quarterbacks who play when he started all 12 games as a true freshman. 
in st nes of spread systems that'll feed into the Red Raiders’ philosophy. He'll begin his Florida career at left guard, 

9 points: Dave Doeren, N.C. State. Doeren’s flexibility as a coach is an and the Gators will go from a strong unit that 
asset. He spain about ground-and-pound as an assistant at Wisconsin and paved the way for a solid run game last fall toa 
opened his mind to a hurry-up offense at Northern Illinois. potentially SEC-best unit. 

8 points: Mike Macintyre, Colorado. The Buffs wanted a patient, proven 

builder in this role, and that's what Macintyre is. Darius White, WR, Missouri. Not so long 

7 points: Gus Malzahn, Auburn. Most Auburn fans seem to love Malzahn, ago, Mizzou had this fun passing game that 

but it’s possible Malzahn without Cam Newton will prove to be, you know, just a produced highlight after highlight. Now here 

guy. comes Mr. Highlight himself, former Texas 

6 points: Matt Rhule, Temple. The State College native’s background as a receiver Darius White. Or at least enough of 
Penn ad linebacker is a plus on the recruiting trail. a deep threat to help the two most important 

5 points: Darrell Hazell, Purdue. Hazell seems to be an upgrade from players on the unit—QB James Franklin (or 
are Hope: but is Hazell capable of accomplishing something special in West whoever wins the starting job) and receiver 
pees Dorial Green-Beckham—find their way. 

4 points: Mark Stoops, Kentucky. As we learned with Mike Stoops at 

‘Abores there's no magic in this particular surname. Brandon Williams, RB, Texas A&M, It 

3 points: Steve Addazio, Boston College. A program that once had a just didn’t work out for Williams at Oklahoma, 
very solid foundation completely fell apart on Frank Spaziani’s watch. This is the where the former 5-star recruit was supposed 
new bottom of the barrel in the ACC. to be the next Adrian Peterson. Next up: Texas 

2 points: Scott Shafer, Syracuse. Not to put Shafer into a tiny box, but he A&M, where Ben Malena is the clear starter and 
was the defensive coordinator Rich Rodriguez got rid of at Michigan to make room a strong scatback-style runner. What he’s not 
for Greg Robinson. is a guy who can push the pile—something the 

1 point: Tommy Tuberville, Cincinnati. Wow, even we're surprised to have Aggies need Williams to be. 


Tubs all the way down at the bottom of this list. But you know it as well as we do: 
There's nothing whatsoever about this man that says Cincinnati. 
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Mack Brown has led the Longhorns 
to a national title and had the 
program in the national title game 
as recently as the 2009 season. But 
after three subpar seasons and the 
sudden rise of—gasp!—Texas A&M, 
he doesn’t have many more chances 
to make Texas a power again. 


By Matt Hayes 


If you listen long enough, it all starts 
to make sense. Mack Brown will tell 
you straight up that he wants to be 
Alabama, then a year later will tell you 
he wants to be nothing like the Tide. 

Before you've swallowed that, 
he'll tell you Texas, now three years 
removed from its last significant game 
in college football, can be Big Bevo 
once again. 

How does that make sense, you ask? 
Because Mack Brown the salesman, 
the lovable, good-guy coach, will put 
his arm around you and tell you so, 
that’s why. 

“| think you feel the same pressure 
you did in (2009),” Brown says, 
comparing this crossroads year 
with that season’s BCS national 
championship game, which ended ina 
loss to Alabama. “Thought it would be 
a good day and didn't win it.” 

Yep, and he thought things would 
change last year and they didn’t. Just 
like the previous year when he thought 
they would and they didn’t. 

That’s what makes this latest 
move to make Texas whole again so 


eee 
TTD 


Brown has piled up wins, but Texas has slipped 
while other programs in the state have elevated 
their status. That won't go over well in Austin. 


confounding. And what leaves many 
wondering if Brown, the second- 
winningest coach in the storied history 
of Texas football, hasn't quietly—and 
quickly—become a younger version of 
Bobby Bowden playing out the string, 
desperately hoping the next change 
will be the one that works. 

“| thought, and still do think,” 
Bowden said, “I could have turned that 
thing around.” 

So when Brown declared at the start 
of spring practice that the philosophical 
change of last season—wanting to 
be more like SEC heavyweights with 
power run games—is no longer, that the 
Longhorns are going to play uptempo, 
spread 'em out like the rest of the Big 
12, well, there’s only one thing left to 
say. 

Hello, desperation. 

“| think we’re headed back in the 
right direction,” Brown says. 
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Frankly, it doesn’t matter what he 
thinks because his boss thinks the 
Longhorns are headed in the right 
direction, too—Texas athletic director 
DeLoss Dodds has publicly backed his 
coach. 

This after three years of landing 
elite recruiting classes off the field 
and delivering poor results on it. Three 
years of losing to Baylor and TCU and 
lowa State, in addition to bitter rival 
Oklahoma—the last two games by a 
combined 118-38. 

Three years of a measly 22-16 record 
(11-15 in the Big 12) and a 3-1] record 
against ranked teams. Three years of 
falling behind while everyone else in the 
state of Texas—and, most important, 
rival Texas A&M—is moving on up. 

The Aggies left for the SEC, won 
Tl games playing in the toughest 
conference in the game, had the 
Heisman Trophy winner and then 
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recruited a better incoming class than Texas for the first time 
in years. 

Baylor has arrived under coach Art Briles and is building a 
spectacular on-campus stadium on the banks of the Brazos 
River. 

TCU has joined the Big 12 and no longer must recruit as 
an underdog without the backbone of a major conference 
affiliation. 

Meanwhile, here sits the Texas program and here 
sits Brown, with every imaginable advantage and 
no results to speak of. Perhaps the most damning 
example of how far Texas has fallen is how quickly 
Kansas State has reinvented itself in coach Bill 
Snyder’s second go-around, 

Snyder retired after the 2005 season but 
returned in 2009 after the program had tanked 
under coach Ron Prince. The change has been 
dramatic. 

In the three years since Texas played for the 
national title, K-State—plopped in Manhattan, Kan., 
with every possible recruiting disadvantage—is 
28-11 with two double-digit win seasons, one Big 12 
championship and a 7-7 record vs. ranked teams. 

Leading into those same three years, Texas had 
finished third, third and second in the Rivals.com 
recruiting rankings. K-State had finished 63rd, 68th 
and 58th. 

Texas signed 54 four- and five-star recruits 
during that span—more than half of an 85-man 
roster. K-State signed three. Finally, there is this: The 
Longhorns have lost five straight to the Wildcats. 

“No one wants to get this thing straightened out more 
than we do,” says Texas quarterback David Ash. “It's the little 
things. But when you have a bunch of little things that aren’t 
getting accomplished, they become one big thing.” 

There are any number of reasons—rabid Orangeblood fans 
call them excuses—why Texas can’t put it all together. All of 
them revolve around Brown and the coaching staff. 

Brown has blamed the problems on—take your pick—a 
sense of entitlement, lack of focus, lack of toughness and 
inconsistent play from the quarterback position, among 
other things. All are dead-on accurate. 

All point back to a coaching staff that must figure out a 
way to fix it before it’s too late. 

In years past, Texas would have a majority of its 
scholarships committed by spring—a good nine months 
before national signing day. 

But one former Texas assistant coach says the staff got 
away from evaluating players and simply signed them based 

on their recruiting rankings. 

: “You have to have boots on the ground to see 
these (high school) kids play,” the former Texas 
\ Ree assistant tells Sporting News. “You can't just 

by teas look at the players in your state and think 
we'll just get the highest-rated players out 
there.” 

That philosophy has come back to 
haunt the Longhorns in the last three 
years. The Texas staff didn’t think 
a dual-threat quarterback from 
Copperas Cove, Texas, could play 
the position, so they recruited him as a 


defensive back. 

Robert Griffin Ill not only won the Heisman Trophy at 
Baylor, his emergence on the college scene as both a player 
and a personality helped elevate the downtrodden program 
to the point where it now competes with the Longhorns on 
the field and for elite recruits. 

Texas didn’t think an undersized quarterback from 


As recently as the 2009 season, Brown had the 
Longhorns in the BCS national championship game, but it 
didn't go well that day, and it hasn't gone well since. 


Kerrville, Texas, could play the position and told Johnny 
Manziel that he could play defensive back. Manziel signed 
with Texas A&M, won the Heisman and, more damaging, has 
given the Longhorns' bitter rival a resurgence so powerful 
that the Aggies may finally be the giant many believed they 
could be after all those years in Texas’ shadow. 

“It’s cool to be an Aggie now,” A&M coach Kevin Sumlin 
joked earlier this year. 

It’s cool because the Aggies are winning. Because Sumlin 
and Manziel have made College Station a destination of 
championship hopes. 

Then there's Texas. The offense is changing philosophies 
again; the defense still can’t tackle. 

The beloved coach makes more money annually 
($5.29 million) than every coach in college football except 
Nick Saban ($5.31 million) and would give it all up if he could 
find the right formula again. 

When it all got ugly for Bowden at Florida State, when it 
became apparent that the coach who had become the face 
of the university could no longer win consistently, Bowden 
was Called into his boss’ office and was given two options: 
He could continue to coach for a season—but only as a 
figurehead—and still get millions for it. Or he could be fired. 

So he walked away from the job and the millions because, 
more than anything, he just knew he could fix it all, doing it 
his way, with one more chance. 

If you listen to Mack Brown, this chance is the only one 
they'll need at Texas. 

“We have a chance to get the program back to a top-level 
program,” Brown says. “I would say it’s excitement more than 
pressure.” 

Others call it desperation. And he better figure out how to 
fix it before it’s too late. 


Follow Sporting News on Twitter @sportingnews 2 
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EW The best bet to win any be. J Teddy Bridgewater will 

of the BLS leagues is 
Louisville, and not just because 
of that Sugar Bow! smackdown 
of Florida. The best players— 
by far—play here. 


Newest league in BCS is neither ‘Big’ or ‘East’ 


By Pete Williams, SN Correspondent 


The football-playing members of the 
new American Athletic Conference (formerly 
known as the Big East) entered spring football 
practices with a serious identity crisis. 

The earthquake of college sports realign- 
ment continued to leave aftershocks in the 
American Athletic, which will play in 2013 with 
10 teams, including four newcomers from 
Conference USA—UCF, Houston, Memphis, 
and SMU—and two holdovers, Louisville and 
Rutgers, who will depart in 2014 for the ACC 
and Big Ten, respectively. At that point, East 
Carolina and Tulane will come aboard. 

The football side of the ex-Big East, not 
to be confused with the seven Catholic 
schools that left and took the conference 
moniker with them, already was a mishmash 
of geography and pseudo-rivalries. But at 
least in the days of Syracuse, Pittsburgh and 
West Virginia—like Boston College, Miami and 
Virginia Tech before them—the league had a 
legitimate Eastern feel. 

Now, aside from perhaps a battle between 
UCF and USF in the Tampa-Orlando corridor, 
the league is all over the map when it comes to 
geography and anything approaching a rivalry. 

The one constant in the conference, regard- 
less of participants, is coaching change. Tommy 
Tuberville takes over in Cincinnati, where Butch 
Jones became the latest up-and-coming coach 
to parlay success with the Bearcats into a more 
high-profile gig. At Temple, Matt Rhule replaces 
Steve Addazio, who left to become head coach 


feed not win the Heisman 
Trophy even if Louisville goes 
unbeaten through the regular 
season. He won't rack up the 


this disrespected conference. 


Ed Quarterback Bary Nova's 
feed unreliable mechanics will 
keep Rutgers from taking the 
next step. Even the toughest 
teamshavetobeabletothrow that big. 
stats needed for a player from the ball. 


at Boston College. Willie Taggart moved from 
Western Kentucky to USF, where he'll try to 
rebuild a once-promising young program that 
Skip Holtz managed to derail in only three 
seasons in Tampa. 

Holtz should be a cautionary tale for coaches 
moving from Conference USA to the AAC who 
assume the transition will be a seamless one. 
Holtz led East Carolina to three bowl games 
and a pair of Conference USA titles in his final 
three seasons before arriving at USF and 
inheriting a well-regarded Bulls team. 

At least the play on the field should be 
interesting. Three of the four teams that tied 
for first last season return for now in Louisville, 
Rutgers and Cincinnati. Houston and SMU will 
bring some Texas flavor to the league and 
UCF dominated Conference USA last season. 

Long before the recent realignment, the 
Big East was regarded as the ugly stepsister 
of the BCS conferences. Still, the league 
managed to forge a football identity and win 
fans over the last decade by playing thrilling 
weeknight games on ESPN and providing 
unlikely national title contenders in Louisville, 
Rutgers and Cincinnati. 

Like a top program that reloads with 
talent each year to replace the departed, 
the Big East proved adept at reinventing 
itself with a new cast of characters. Now the 
league faces perhaps its greatest challenge, 
competing in a world where it’s no longer 
considered Big or East. 


PM Cincinnati has areal shot 
Med at double-digit wins. Few 
teams in this strange league 
have any business dreaming 
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RATING THE AMERICAN ATHL 
eee Oe |. RECRUTTING ROUNDUP imesciadi 
doe Craig, Memphis 


Won South Carolina state championships in the 100- 1 LOUISVILLE The Cardinals get the slight edge OK in a pinch, but going forward the Bulls will need to 


and 200-meter dashes in high school over Rutgers because they were able to get some corner more of the market in a talent-rich state. Louisville 
, electric playmakers in and Cincinnati signed good players out of Florida. 
» BEST HANDS 
; WR James Quick and 5 > CONNECTICUT Quarterback Tim Boyle is the 


DeVante Parker, WR, Louisville 


QB Kyle Bolin. It’s a 
Hauled in 10 touchdowns as a sophomore in 2012. 


smaller-than-average 


leader of this class. He helped the Huskies attract a 
solid group of wide receivers, too. 


> BEST PASSING O8 class, but the quality is 6 > HOUSTON The Cougars signed 13 players from 

Teddy Bridgewater, louisville better here than at the Texas, and one of the stars is DE Tyus Bowser, who was 

Completed G8.5 percent of his passes last year and other programs in the being pursued by several big-time programs. 

enters 2013 as a leading Heisman contender. conference. ‘7 » SMU When RB Traylon Shead signed with Texas 

>» BEST RUNNING OB 2 > RUTGERS Nearly a few years ago, he got all kinds of national attention. 

Blake Bortlas, l/CF two-thirds of Rutgers’ When he went the juco route and then landed with 

Rushed for 285 yards and eight 10s in 2012. class went towards SMU in February, almost nobody noticed—but that will 
picking up defensive change when Shead hits the field for the Mustangs. 

> MOST ELUSIVE RB , ; 

3 players, and the best of 8 » UCF The Knights managed to pick up a good crop 

Lyle McCombs, Connecticut sore ‘ ; 

Has racked up 2.0 yards and 3 TDs in two the bunch is Piscataway, of in-staters, with most of the talent focused on the 
N.J., native Nadir defensive side. 

SeBsUTE: Barnwell, a DB who has the talent to play multiple 9 > TEMPLE Running back Zaire Williams, who got 

» BESTINSTINGTS positions. alot of attention from other BCS schools, is one of the 

Charles Sims, 8. Houston 3 > CINCINNATI The Bearcats added a good cornerstones of this class. 

Enters the season as the conference's top all- quarterback in Tyler Cogswell. He and several other 10 » MEMPHIS The Tigers signed a whopping 30 

purpose back (I36 yards per game in 2012). Florida natives make up the backbone of this class. recruits, and the skill-position players they landed 

» BEST ATHLETE 4» SOUTHFLORIDA The new coaching staff did should help them put up points. 


Brandon Colaman, WR. Rutgers 
Speed and power in a 6-6, 200-pound frame. 
> BESTUNDER PRESSURE 


Brendon Kay, (18. Cincinnati A i L-AA Cc 

Has led Bearcats to several come-from-behind 

wins. including the Belk Bowl triumph over Duke. DENENSE : 
> TOP NFL PROSPECT OLB _ Teddy Bridgewater, Jr. Louisville 
Teddy Bridgewater, (18, Louisville RB Charles Sims, Sr. Houston 

Size, speed and arm strength: could be No.| overall RB Lyle McCombs, ,! ticut 
pick in 2014. OL Austen Bujnoch, §:.. Cincinnati 

> TOP IMPACT FROSH Fil Radek iheionaa., 


Jamas Quick, WR, Lovisvill — 
A four-star recruit, Quick should contribute im- DL Erle Keon 


mediately for this high-powered offense. OL Antwan Lowery, Sr.. Rutgers 
> HARDEST HITTER OL Torrian Wilson, Jr.. UCF 
Yawin Smallwood, (8, Connecticut TE Sean Price, Soph.. So 


Devastating hitter who seems to have a hand in WR 


Brandon spas dr. tiie ‘s SMALLWOOD 


every play. 

» BEST PASS RUSHER WR DeVante Parker, Jr. Lo: A : n Fc N 0 | N r 
Aaron Lynch, DL, USF DEFENSE 

Had 5.5 sacks for Notre Dame in 201! before DE Martin Ifedi, Jr, Memphis ats 
transferring to USF. 

» REST ITERVIED OT Tim Willman, Sr. Connecticut (& » The Husties sia tead 
Tommy Tuberville, Cincinnati DT _dohnnis Farms, Sr. Memphis of defensive talent from 
Rarely turns down interviews and shows a genuine DE Jamil Merrell, Sr. Rutgers last season's 0-7, 2-6 dogs, but they 
interest in speaking with fans. LB Preston Brown, Sr. Louisville still have better players, albeit not 
Coc (Stree serpy ines 
an eae LB  Yawin Smallwood, Jr. Connecticut Right? il ec ORYWHY: 
Synonymous with high-powered offense, but he can ight! 

win with defense, too. CB Kenneth Acker, So. SMU 

» BEST RECRUITER CB Bevan Brave, 5 DESCENDING 
Charlie Strong, Louisville S Calvin Pryor, dr, Louisville AMERICAN ATHLETIC 
Continues to land talent from Florida just like he did S Hakeem Smith, Sr. Li e ; - 

4 = > Well, everything. It would 
when he was defensive coordinator for the Gators. becicks pan cneaies 
ce ee aoe that's headed in ie aie antaa 
Nippert Stadium, Cincinnati K John Wallace, Soph.. Louisville mae iy e 
Cozy. historic venue is tough on opponents—and P Richie Leone, Sr, Houston WEIN ENPESRe Eee esque IS 


dangling by a thread. 


will get tougher after an upcoming expansion. 


Daily coverage at sportingnews.com/ncaa-football B 


LUUISVILLE 


When Louisville hired Charlie 
Strong prior to the 2010 season, the 
school hoped the longtime South 
Carolina and Florida assistant could 
translate his success as a tireless 
recruiter and defensive mastermind in 
the SEC to success at Louisville. 

It took Strong just three seasons to bring 


2013 SCHEDULE the Cardinals back to the perennial top-10 level they 
thio enjoyed from 2003-06 under Bobby Petrino. And 
Eastern Kentudky if there was any doubt that Strong could succeed 
GKENTUCKY outside of the Sunshine State, all anyone had to do 
Floridaintemational Was look at last season’s Louisville roster loaded 
a@templE With Florida-born talent that stunned his third- 
Rutgers ranked former employer in the Sugar Bowl on Jan. 2. 
UCF The Cardinals began last year 9-0 before finishing 
@SOUTHFLORIDA 11-2 (5-2 in conference), and ended the year ranked 
@CONNECTICUT = 13th in the country. They defeated Top 25 teams 
Houston —_ in back-to-back games for the first time ever and 
Memphis shared the Big East championship for the second 
GCINNNATI straight season. Strong returns last year’s squad 
virtually intact in an ever-changing conference now 
COACH called the American Athletic that likely will struggle 
Charlie Strong to keep up with the Cardinals. 
Fourth year (25-14) 
Career record: 25-15 
——— The Cardinals emerged as one of the nation’s most 
Offensive coordinator: explosive offenses last season, averaging 31.2 points 
Shawn Watson (second year) and posting 33 in the Sugar Bowl against Florida, 
rata me aes which fielded one of the nation’s top defenses. 
Junior quarterback Teddy Bridgewater threw 
FAST FACTS for 3,718 yards and 27 touchdowns, twice passing 
2012 RECORD: 11-2 for more than 400 yards. The 6-3 Miami native 
Beat Florida in the completed 68.5 percent of his passes and was both 
Sugar Bow, 3-23 the Big East's Offensive Player of the Year and MVP 
Socne lye Stadium (55,000) of the Sugar Bowl. Bridgewater enters 2013 as a 
Site: Lovisvlle leading Heisman Trophy candidate. 
Online: gocards.com Louisville must replace Jeremy Wright, last year’s 
Twitter: GUofl Football leading rusher. Senorise Perry rushed for 705 yards 


4 


and 10 touchdowns before injuring his knee in a 
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\ loss to Syracuse. The senior rushed 
for 100-plus yards three times and 
caught 18 passes out of the backfield 
for 181 yards. Junior Dominique 

Brown, who rushed for 533 yards in 
2011, is back after missing last season 
with a knee injury. 

The Cardinals have one of the nation’s top 

returning receiving corps, with a talented mix of 

returnees and impact transfers. Junior DeVante 

Parker (40 catches for team-high 744 yards and 10 

TDs) continues to be a big play wide receiver. Eli 

Rogers, also a junior, caught 46 passes for 405 yards 

and is Bridgewater's favorite target on third downs. 

Senior Damian Copeland, slowed by injuries his 

first two years, had a breakout 2012 with 50 catches 

for 628 yards. At 6-5, junior Matt Milton figures to 
play a prominent role after sitting out last season 
following a transfer from Tennessee. So does speedy 

Florida transfer Robert Clark and top recruit James 

Quick. 


Though sometimes overshadowed by the 
high-powered offense, the accomplished Cardinals’ 
defense shows the fingerprints of Strong, who first 
made his mark as a defensive assistant. Lining up 
ina 4-3 scheme, the unit finished 23rd nationally in 
total defense and 16th against the pass in 2012. The 
unit returns virtually intact, led by senior middle 
linebacker Preston Brown, who earned second-team 
All-Big East accolades after registering a career-high 
109 tackles. 

In the secondary, the Cardinals lost just 
cornerback Adrian Bushell, but return both safeties 
in junior Calvin Pryor (100 tackles) and senior 
Hakeem Smith (73). Junior Terell Floyd, who made 
aname for himself in the Sugar Bowl, also returns at 
cornerback. 

The defensive line, a weakness when Strong took 
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over, now is a strength with ends Lorenzo Mauldin (4.5 sacks), 
Marcus Smith (4.0) and Deiontrez Mount all back. Brandon 
Dunn is the swingman of the unit, playing either defensive 
tackle or nose. The massive senior recorded 28 tackles and two 
sacks last season and is a big run-stopper in the middle of the 
defense. 

Brown heads up a strong linebacking unit that includes 
Keith Brown, a Freshman All-American last season who was 
fifth on the team with 57 tackles, including 12 against Pitt 
and 13 versus Cincinnati. Redshirt freshman Nick Dawson, a 
touted recruit, sat out last season and could make an impact. 
Senior George Durant (37 tackles) is the incumbent strongside 
linebacker. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Cardinals got a major boost last season when 
sophomore kicker John Wallace and junior punter Ryan 
Johnson burst onto the scene. Wallace converted 16 of 21 field 
goals, second most in school history, and was a perfect 14-for- 
14 inside the 40. Johnson averaged 39.5 yards a punt and 
junior Grant Donvan has handled the long-snapping duties the 
last two seasons. Kai De La Cruz again will return punts, while 
a number of speedsters will compete to field kicks—Corvin 
Lamb, Brandon Radcliff, Clark and Brown. 


BOTTOM LINE 

Strong, a tireless recruiter as an assistant for Florida, 
continues to attract the top talent from the Sunshine State 
and beyond, making Louisville a contender for the best prep 
players as well as collegians looking to transfer. With a deep, 
experienced roster, the Cardinals figure to dominate in a year 
of transition in the conference. The Big East typically was 
wide-open for much of the last decade, but it will be a surprise 
if the Cards don’t win a third consecutive league title—and the 
first American Athletic crown—in 2013 before departing for 
the ACC. 


» RECRUITING REPORT 
2EJSPORTS 

On the surface, it may seem as though Louisville should have done better 
coming off a successful season that included a big bowl win over Florida. So 
to finish where it did in the rankings probably disappointed some Cardinals 
fans. However, during the three previous cycles, Louisville finished only 44th, 
28th and 46th. Translation: This staff has been good at finding players who 
fit the system, and then developing that talent. This class, though generally 
unheralded, does have some star power in James Quick and Kyle Bolin. Look 
for the former to make an impact early in his career while Bolin will havea 
chance to learn from standout signal-caller Teddy Bridgewater. 


—Keith Niebuhr 
RATING THE RECRUITS 


AL > JAMES QUICK, WR 

The 6-2, 180-pound Quick, alocal product from 
Louisville Trinity, was one of the most heavily 
recruited receivers in the country. He accounted 
for200-plus catches in high school, andis 


his senior season in Florida with a knee injury. 
When healthy, the former Gulliver Prep standout 
has the speed to make plays off the edge. 


4 > RICHARDBENJAMIN, CB 


blessed with excellent speed, which should serve With the Cardinals having a need at comerback, 

himwellat the next level. the 6-0, 185-pounder from Tampa Middleton has a 
chance toplay early in his college career. He brings 

@ » KYLEBOLIN, OB g00d size and excellent ball skills to that position. 


The Cards plucked Bolin out of archrivalKentucky'’s. —_—_ << 
back yardand they believe the 6-3, 195-pounder 
from Lexington Catholic, the No. 20 pro-style 
quarterback in the class, is someone around whom 
they can build their offense for years tocome. 


A6-3,280-pound pass rusher from Jacksonville 
(Fla.) First Coast, Richardson had previously 
committed to both Florida State and West Virginia 
before settling on the Cardinals. His commitment 
came after Louisville beat Florida in the Sugar 
Bowl. Withhis size, hecould end upat tackle at 
some point. 


3 » STACY THOMAS, DE 
The 6-1, 230-pound Thomas, who will likely play 
defensive end for the Cardinals, missed most of 


5-YEAR RECORD 
» 34-29 


= x 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


IMPACT PLAYER 


Christian was a four-star 
prospect coming out of high school 
but played sparingly at Florida 
before transferring to Louisville 
and sitting out last season. A big 
athletic target at tight end, the 
junior gives Teddy Bridgewater 
another explosive weapon and 
should make an immediate impact 
this season. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 
OFFENSE 

» PASSING | 

Teddy Bridgewater 

GP Effic. Cmp-Att-int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/6 
1B) 160.5 | 287-419-8 | 685 3718 27 286.0 
® RUSHING _GP_Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
SenorisePerry 11 136/705 52 Nl 641 
P RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg TD Avg/G 


DamianCopeland 13 50 | 628 126 2 483 


DEFENSE 
» TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 


Preston Brown Bi 52 57 109 
» SACKS : GP No. ‘Yards 
Lorenzo Mauldin nN 45 3 
P INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg 1D 
Terell Floyd 3/3) mW] 1 
2012 TEAM STATS 
i sTaTisTIC. | OU} OPP 
SCORING 405 309 
Points Per Game 32 BB 
FIRST DOWNS 297 237 
Rushing 106 108 
Passing 1B 107 
Penalty 18 22 
RUSHING YARDAGE 1595 1924 
Yards gainedrushing 1974 2251 
Yards lost rushing 319 327 
Rushing Attempts 462 449 
Average Per Rush 35 43 
Average Per Game 27 148.0 
TDs Rushing B 4 


PASSING YARDAGE 3849 2500 


Comp-Att-Int 307-456-8 —219-382-11 
Average Per Pass 84 65 
Average Per Catch 125 4 
Average Per Game 2961] 192.3 
TDs Passing 27 22 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5444 4424 
Total Plays 918 831 
Average Per Play 5.9 53 


Average Per Game 418.8 3403 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 35-606 TANS 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 24-102 270 
INTRETURNS: #-YDS 11-89 8-87 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 
QB Teddy Bridgewater (6-3, 220, Jr.) 
Will Gardner (6-5, 200, Fr.) 
FB B.J. Butler (6-2, 276, Sr.) 
Jalen Harrington (6-2, 231, So.) 
RB Dominique Brown (6-2, 226, Jr.) 
Corvin Lamb (5-9, 216, So.) 
LT Abraham Garcia (6-5, 345, So.) 
Aaron Epps (6-7, 274, So.) 
LG John Miller (6-2, 313, Jr.) 
Josh Stearns (6-1, 251, So.) 
C Kamran Joyer (6-3, 282, Sr.) 
T.C. Klusman (6-3, 270, Fr.) 
RG Jake Smith (6-3, 314, Jr.) 
Chris Acosta (6-3, 289, Jr.) 
RT Jamon Brown (6-6, 340, Jr) 
Ryan Mack (6-5, 308, So.) 
TE Gerald Christian (6-3, 260, Jr.) 
Ryan Hubbell (6-5, 225, Sr.) 
WR DeVante Parker (6-3, 204, Jr.) 
Matt Milton (6-5, 208, Jr.) 
WR Damian Copeland (6-1, 188, Sr.) 
Robert Clark (5-9, 182, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Marcus Smith (6-3, 256, Sr.) 
Finesse Middleton (5-11, 255, Fr.) 
DT Brandon Dunn (6-3, 285, Sr.) 
B.J. Dubose (6-5, 273, Jr.) 
DT Jamaine Brooks (6-4, 330, Jr.) 
DeAngelo Brown (6-0, 310, So.) 
DE Lorenzo Mauldin (6-4, 240, Jr.) 
Andrew Polston (6-6, 255, So.) 
OLB George Durant (6-0, 234, Sr.) 
Champ Lee (6-0, 217, Sr.) 
MLB Preston Brown (6-0, 257, Sr.) 
Keith Brown (6-1, 229, So.) 
OLB James Burgess (6-0, 210, So.) 
Keith Brown (6-1, 229, So.) 
CB Terell Floyd (5-10, 201, Jr.) 
Stephan Robinson (5-10, 174, Jr.) 
CB Andrew Johnson (5-9, 187, Jr.) 
Devontre Parnell (5-11, 163, Fr.) 
FS Calvin Pryor (6-2, 210, Jr.) 
Gerod Holliman (6-0, 190, So.) 
SS Hakeem Smith (6-1, 180, Sr.) 
Jermaine Reve (6-0, 182, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K John Wallace (6-0, 188, So.) 
P Ryan Johnson (5-11, 197, Jr.) 


~ Sporting News All-American 


STATISTIC Lou. | opp | 


KICK RETURN AVG. 113 247 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 42 8] 
INT RETURN AVG, 8] 10.9 
FUMBLES-LOST 175 20-13 
PENALTIES-YARDS 82-703 74-619 
Average Per Game 54] 416 
PUNTS-YARDS 53-2017 52-2057 
Average Per Punt 381 39.6 
Net punt average 32.0 36.2 
TIME OF POSS./GAME 32:58 27:02 
3RD-DOWNCONV. 92/185 70/168 
3rd-Down Pct. 50% 42% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 9/13 6/21 
4th-Down Pct. 69% 29% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 22-116 31-222 
MISCYARDS 0 7] 
TDS SCORED 5 40 
FG-ATTEMPTS 18-23 10-4 
ATTENDANCE 349938 225530 
Games/AvgPerGame 7/4999] —6/37588 
Neutral Site Games 0/0 


SCOREBYQTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 
Louisville 99 119 98 76 13 405 


Opponent Tl 104 35 86 13 309 
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ICARLET KNIGHTS 


2013 SCHEDULE 


FRESNO STATE 
Norfolk State 
Eastern Michigan 
Arkansas 
@SMU 
@LOUISVILLE 
Houston 
Temple 
Cincinnati 
@UCF 
@CONNECTICUT 
South Florida 
COACH 
Kyle Flood 
Second year (9-4) 
Career record: 9-4 
Offensive coordinator: 
Ron Prince (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Robb Smith (second year) 
FAST FACT. 
2012 RECORD: 11-2 
Lost to Virginia Tech in the 


Russell Athletic Bowl, 13-10 

Stadium: High Point Solutions Stadium 
(52,454) 

Tickets: 866-455-GORU 

Site: Piscataway, NJ. 

Online: scarletknights.com 

Twitter: @RFootball 


Kyle Flood inherited a full cupboard at Rutgers 
when Greg Schiano departed for the NFL and the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers following the 2011 season. 
The Scarlet Knights barely missed a beat in 2012 
in going 9-4, finishing in a first-place tie in the Big 
East with a 5-2 record. 

Flood figures to benefit from the remnants of 
Schiano’s tireless recruiting efforts for at least 
another year, but the disappointing end of Rutgers’ 
2012 season indicates there’s much improvement to 
be made, especially with the Knights preparing for 
what will be a more competitive new world in the 
Big Ten in 2014. 

Rutgers has posted a winning season in eight 
of the last nine years and is light-years removed 
from its role as one of college football’s perennial 
doormats. Expectations are high, especially after the 
team began last season 9-1 before losing conference 
games to Pittsburgh and Louisville, along with the 
Russell Athletic Bowl to Virginia Tech. 


Ron Prince, the former Kansas State head coach 
who spent the last four seasons as an NFL assistant, 
will attempt to bolster an offense that averaged just 
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330 yards and scored more than 28 points just twice. 
Prince will be the team’s fourth offensive coordinator 
in as many years. The team averaged just 121.4 

yards rushing per game and Jawan Jamision, who 
accounted for much of that, departed early for the 
NFL. Still, the Knights believe junior quarterback 
Gary Nova can be more consistent than last season, 
when he threw just three interceptions in the first 
seven games and 13 in the final six. Junior Savon 
Higgins, a touted recruit when he arrived, will move 
into Jamison’s backfield spot and build upon his 431 
rushing yards and two touchdowns from last season. 

Four-fifths of the offensive line returns intact, 
including first-team All-Big East left guard Antwan 
Lowery and second-teamer Kaleb Johnson at left 
tackle. Only right tackle R.J. Dill must be replaced 
and senior Andre Civil figures to make that a 
smooth transition, moving from right guard. Taj 
Alexander and Chris Muller will compete for the 
start at right guard. 

Nova no doubt will lean heavily on wide receiver 
Brandon Coleman, one of the most gifted athletes 
in the country. The former four-start recruit hauled 
in 43 passes for 718 yards (16.7 average) and scored 
10 touchdowns in 2012. With an imposing 6-6, 


NOVA: AL BEHRMAN / AP 


220-pound frame, he’s surprisingly fast, making plays all 


over the field, 


DEFENSE 


Dave Cohen, who served as linebackers coach last year, 
moves into the coordinator role, where he'll try to improve 
a unit that last season allowed 15 points or fewer nine times. 
It won't be easy. All junior Kevin Snyder has to do is replace 
Khaseem Greene, the two-time Big East Defensive Player of 
the Year who was arguably the best defender Rutgers ever 
fielded. Snyder, who has just one career start, takes over at 
weakside linebacker, where Greene provided 136 tackles 
last season. Snyder could move to middle linebacker if a 
replacement does not emerge for Steve Beauharnais. 

Quanzell Lambert made a strong impression during 
training camp last summer as a true freshman but was 
redshirted after suffering a sprained ankle. He'll battle it out 
with little-used senior Nick DePaola in the middle. Jamal 
Merrell returns as the strongside starter. The defensive line 
returns mostly intact with senior ends Marcus Thompson 
and Jamil Merrell and junior tackle Isaac Holmes. 

The secondary has been completely rebuilt around junior 
strong safety Lorenzo Waters. Jeremy Deering, a former 
wide receiver, was moved to free safety in the spring. Gareef 
Glashen and Tejay Johnson were tops on the depth chart at 
cornerback in the spring, though Ian Thomas, another former 


receiver, also figures into the mix. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Sophomores Kyle Federico and Nick Borgese shared 
placekicking duties last season and Flood seems comfortable 
keeping them in something of a platoon role. Sophomore 
Anthony DiPaula takes over as punter. 


BOTTOM LINE 


Flood has some potent weapons in Coleman and 
potentially Higgins, but he needs last year’s early-season 
version of Nova to produce for all of 2013. If Nova remains 
consistent and Cohen can reload the defense quickly, there’s 
no reason the Scarlet Knights can’t leave for the Big Ten with 
an American Athletic title as a parting gift. 


> RECRUITING REPORT 


2et"sPoRTS 


Kyle Flood’s first recruiting class at 
Rutgers was a good one, ranking second in the 
American Athletic Conference behind Louisville 
and No. 49 inthe country. The Scarlet Knights 
didn'thave to go far to land much of their 
22-player group, with 11 hailing from the Garden 
State, led by Piscataway (NJ.) Township's 
Top247 athlete Nadir Barnwell, who enrolled 
early and will provide immediate help ina 
depleted secondary. Running back Dontea 
Ayres of Middletown (Del.) High also enrolled 
early and has a chance to compete for carries as 
atrue freshman. Rutgers got better defensively 
with this group. Complementing Barnwell 
will be pair of pass rushers in Nick Internicola 
from Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) University School 
and Nick Arcidiancono of Warminster (Pa.) 
Archbishop Wood. Quarterback Chris Laviano 
was a four-year starter at Holy Trinity in Glen 
Head, N.Y.,and has all the tools to have a great 


careerina Knights uniform. 
—Steve Wiltfong 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


‘L » NADIRBARNWELL, DB 
Played quarterback and cornerback at 
Piscataway (N.J.) Township High, but 
will lineup inthe Knights’ secondary. 


@ > NICKINTERNICOLA,LB 

The 6-4, 220-pound Internicola registered 
62 tackles, 18.5 tackles forloss, 7.5 sacks 
and two interceptions in helping lead Fort 
Lauderdale (Fla.) University School toa 
state championship. 


3S > CHRISLAVIANO, 0B 
Wasa four-year starting quarterback 
for Glen Head (N.Y.) Holy Trinity. 


4 > DORIANMILLER, 06 
The nation’s No. 20 guard, according to 
the 247Composite. 


SS } JANARION GRANT, WR 
Grant scored a Pasco County (Fla.) record 
Ti career touchdowns for Trilby High Senior. 


5-YEAR RECORD 
pal23 
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IMPACT PLAYER 


Huggins was the No.! prep 
recruit when he arrived at Rutgers 
before being slowed by injuries 
fortwo years. He rushed for 179 
yards and tied a school record 
with 41 carries against Cincinnati 
last season. With little experience 
behind him, Higgins should get 
most of the carries in 2013. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


OFFENSE 

» PASSING 

Gary Nova 

GP _Effic. Att-Cmp-Int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 
13) 1257 221-388-16 | 57.0 2695 22° 2073 


» RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/6 
SavonHuggins § =10 19. 410 3.4 2) AO 
» RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 
BrandonColeman 13 43) 718 167 10 552 
DEFENSE 
» TACKLES GP. Solo Assist Total 
Jamal Merrell B 3 46 83 
» SACKS GP No. Yards 
Jamil Merrell B55 38 
PINTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Lorenzo Waters 1, 29 20 0 
Jamal Merrell ] 0 00 60 
2012 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC RUTGERS} OPP | 
SCORING 279 184 
Points Per Game 25 14.2 
FIRST DOWNS 215 228 
Rushing vi} 83 
Passing 14} 123 
Penalty 23 2 
RUSHING YARDAGE 1578 1263 
Yards gainedrushing 1800 19 
Yards lost rushing 22 456 
Rushing Attempts 43] 460 
Average Per Rush 3] 27 
Average Per Game 121.4 972 
TDs Rushing 6 6 


PASSING YARDAGE am 2788 


Att-Comp-Int 223-392-16 — 230-422-18 
Average Per Pass 69 6.6 
Average Per Catch 12.2 I 
Average Per Game 208.5 214.5 
TDs Passing 3B B 
TOTAL OFFENSE 4289 4051 
Total Plays 823 882 
Average Per Play 52 46 


Average Per Game 329.9 36 
KICK RETURNS: #-YDS 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 30-140 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 18-173 16-218 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 
QB Gary Nova (6-2, 225, Jr.) 
Chas Dodd (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
FB Michael Burton (6-0, 230, Jr.) 
Sam Bergen (6-0, 235, Jr.) 
RB Savon Huggins (6-0, 200, Jr.) 
Paul James (6-0, 205, So.) 
LT Kaleb Johnson (6-4, 300, Jr.) 
Bryan Leoni (6-6, 280, Jr.) 
LG Antwan Lowery (6-4, 305, Sr.) 
Marquis Wright (6-3, 285, So.) 
C Betim Bujari (6-4, 290, Jr.) 
Dallas Hendrikson (6-2, 295, Sr.) 
RG Taj Alexander (6-4, 290, Jr.) 
Chris Muller (6-6, 315, Fr.) 
RT Andre Civil (6-3, 275, Sr.) 
Keith Lumpkin (6-8, 310, So.) 
TE Paul Carrezola (6-2, 240, Sr.) 
Tyler Kroft (6-6, 235, So.) 
WR Brandon Coleman (6-6, 220, Jr.) 
Miles Shuler (5-10, 175, Jr.) 
WR Quron Pratt (6-0, 190, Sr.) 
Ruhann Peele (6-1, 180, Fr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Marcus Thompson (6-2, 260, Sr.) 
Julian Pinnix-Odrick (6-5, 250, Fr.) 
DT Isaac Holmes (6-3, 275, Jr.) 
Jamil Pollard (6-3, 280, Fr.) 
DT Darius Hamilton (6-4, 260, So.) 
Daryl Stephenson (6-3, 280, So.) 
DE Jamil Merrell (6-4, 255, Sr.) 
Max Issaka (6-3, 255, So.) 
OLB Kevin Snyder (6-3, 225, Jr.) 
Steve Longa (6-1, 220, Fr.) 
MLB Quanzell Lambert (6-1, 230, Fr.) 
Nick DePaola (6-0, 210, Sr.) 
OLB Jamal Merrell (6-4, 220, Sr.) 
Quentin Gause (6-1, 220, So.) 
CB Gareef Glashen (5-10, 180, Jr.) 
lan Thomas (6-1, 200, Fr.) 
CB Tejay Johnson (6-2, 190, So.) 
Jevon Tyree (5-11, 190, Fr.) 
FS Jeremy Deering (6-2, 210, Sr.) 
Johnathan Aiken (5-11, 185, Jr.) 
SS_Lonezo Waters (6-0, 200, Jr.) 
Davon Jacobs (6-0, 170, Fr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Kyle Federico (6-0, 195, So.) 
P Anthony DiPaula (6-1, 190, So.) 


~) Sporting News All-American 


STATISTIC RUTGERS} OPP | 


KICK RETURN AVG. 232 18] 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 4] 6.8 
INT RETURN AVG. 5.6 13.6 
FUMBLES-LOST 1-6 26-14 
PENALTIES-YARDS 94-780 81-679 


Average Per Game 60.0 52.2 
PUNTS-YARDS 81-3017 77-2996 
Average Per Punt 2 38.9 
Net punt average 33.0 36] 
TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 30:07 29:53 


3RD-DOWN CONV. 63/184 2/AW®B 
3rd-Down Pct. 34% 36% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 3/10 57 
4th-Down Pct. 30% 29% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 26-183 1-75 
MISC YARDS 90 29 
TDS SCORED 36 20 
FG-ATTEMPTS 1H3 15-25 
ATTENDANCE 295129 251278 
Games/AvgPerGame 6/49188 6 /41880 
Neutral Site Games V/48127 


SCOREBYOTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 
Rutgers 40 67 82 90 0 279 


Opponent 7 54 277 6 3 184 


Follow Sporting News on Twitter @sportingnews 71 
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2013 SCHEDULE 


Purdue 
@ILLINOIS 
Northwestern State 
@MIAMI (OH) 
@SOUTH FLORIDA 
Temple 
Connecticut 
@MEMPHIS 
SMU 
@RUTGERS 
@HOUSTON 
Louisville 
COACH 
Tommy Tuberville 
First year 
Career record: 130-77 
Offensive coordinator: 
Eddie Gran (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Art Kaufman (first year) 
FAST FACTS 
2012 RECORD: 10-3 
Beat Duke in the 
Belk Bowl, 48-34 
Stadium: Nippert Stadium (35,000) 
Tickets: 877-CATS-TIX 
Site: Cincinnati 
Online: gobearcats.com 
Twitter: @GoBEARCATS 


« JEFF LUC 


The Bearcats have won 65 games over the last seven seasons, the 
most among current members of the American Athletic Conference, 
and the team’s last three coaches—Butch Jones, Brian Kelly and Mark 
Dantonio—have parlayed success at Cincinnati into higher-profile 
coaching gigs. Unlike those up-and-comers, Tommy Tuberville might 
stay a while. With the fluidity in the conference and the talent left behind 
by Jones, he inherits an enviable situation. 


The Bearcats have thrived in a spread offense under Jones and 
Kelly, but Tuberville prefers pro-style power football. That means 
junior Ralph David Abernathy IV will need to step into the feature 
back role this fall. Tion Green, Dionte Buckley and early enrollee 
Rodriguez Moore also will compete for carries behind an experienced 
line led by left tackle Eric Lefeld and left guard Austen Bujnoch, both 
first-team all-conference performers last season. 

As for quarterback, Brendon Kay finished last year as the starter, 
and in December, the NCAA granted him a sixth year of eligibility. 

Kay shared time with the first team in the spring with senior Munchie 
Legaux, who started the first eight games last season. Tuberville says he 
won't name a starter until this summer, but it seems like Kay's job to lose. 


The Bearcats must replace some key performers from a unit that 
allowed an average of just 18.7 points per game in 2012, but Greg 
Blair, who emerged as a dominant force at middle linebacker, returns. 
Anall-conference performer who had a league-high 138 tackles, 

Blair has been granted a sixth year of eligibility. He leads a strong 
linebacking corps that includes junior Nick Temple at the strong side. 
Florida State transfer Jeff Luc should start on the weak side. 

The Bearcats must rebuild the line. Ends Josh Posley and Silverberry 
Mouhoin figure to slip into starting roles, though juco transfer Jerrell 
Jordan will be in the mix. 

Punter Pat O’Donnell was 
a second-team all-conference 
selection, and Tony Miliano has 
emerged as one of the league’s 
better kickers. 


IMPAGT PLAYER 
JA 


Luc (pronounced “Luck”) was 
the top-ranked linebacker coming 
out of high school in 2010. No 


wonder Tuberville feels lucky to 
have inherited the Florida State 
transfer, who is eligible this fall. 
Powerfully built at 6-1 and 248 
pounds, he could step in right away 
and start at the weakside spot. 


Tuberville must prove he 
can maintain Cincinnati’s high 
standards. After winning at 
Auburn and Texas Tech, there’s no 
reason to believe he won't thrive. 
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PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Brendon Kay (6-4, 233, Sr.) 

RB Ralph Abernathy IV (5-7, 168, Jr.) 
LT EricLefeld (6-6, 287, Jr.) 

LG Austen Bujnoch (6-5, 285, Sr.) 
C Dan Sprague (6-3, 283, Sr.) 

RG SamLongo (6-5, 286, Sr.) 

RT Peter Ehinger (6-7, 290, So.) 

TE Blake Annen (6-5, 247, Sr.) 

WR Anthony McClung (6-0, 172, Sr.) 

WR Alex Chisum (6-3, 186, Jr.) 

WR Chris Moore (6-1, 189, So.) 


DE Josh Posley (6-1, 255, So.) 
DT Camaron Beard (6-5, 275, Jr.) 
DT Jordan Stepp (6-1, 268, Sr.) 
DE Silverberry Mouhoin (6-4, 242, So.) 
OLB Jeff Luc (6-1, 248, Jr.) 
MLB Greg Blair (6-2, 252, Sr.) 
OLB Nick Temple (5-10, 219, Jr.) 
CB Devon Drane (5-11, 186, Sr.) 
CB Leviticus Payne (5-9, 179, So.) 
FS ArrynChenault (6-0, 207, Sr.) 
SS Adrian Witty (5-10, 182, Jr.) 


K Tony Miliano (6-2, 186, Jr.) 
P Pat O'Donnell (6-5, 222, Sr.) 


Pap svonrs 


» RODRIGUEZ MOORE, APB 
The 5-10, 185-pound Moore was the nation’s top juco 
all-purpose back, according to 247Sports, rushing for 
2,205 yards and 18 touchdowns in two seasons at East 
Mississippi Community College. 
2 » TRAVIS JOHNSON, TE 
The Tampa Jesuit High tight endis a four-year 
varsity player and former two-way standout. The 6-4, 
225-pounder had 21 catches for 287 yards and two 
touchdowns in arun-oriented offense as a senior. 

» TERRELL HARTSFIELD, DE 
The nation’s No. 6 strongside defensive end among 
junior-college players, Hartsfield (6-3, 245) registered 
62 tackles, eight sacks, five pass breakups, two forced 
fumbles and a blocked kick as a sophomore. 

» TSHUMBIJOHNSON, ATH 
The5-11, 180-pound Johnson played quarterback at 
Immokalee (Fla.) High, leading his teamtothestate 
championship gameas a senior, 


» HOSEY WILLIAMS, RB 
The5-8,213-pound Williams ranked third among junior- 
college rushers by 247Sports, gaining 1,269 yards and 
scoring 14 touchdowns for ASA Collegein New York last fall. 


—Steve Wiltfong 


LUC: PHIL SEARS / AP 


WHITMER: MICHAEL DWYER / AP 
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PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB Chandler Whitmer (6-1, 195, Jr.) 
FB Reuben Frank (6-3, 255, Jr.) 
RB Lyle McCombs (5-8, 169, Jr.) 
LT Jimmy Bennett (6-9, 306, Sr.) 
LG Steve Greene (6-5, 308, Jr.) 
C Tyler Bullock (6-4, 313, Sr.) 
RG Gus Cruz (6-2, 303, Jr.) 
RT Kevin Friend (6-6, 304, Sr.) 
TE Spencer Parker (6-4, 223, Sr.) 
WR Geremy Davis (6-2, 217, Jr.) 
WR Shakim Phillips (6-1, 204, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Angelo Pruitt (6-3, 297, Jr.) 
DT Shamar Stephen (6-5, 323, Sr.) 
DT Julian Campenni (6-0, 283, So.) 
DE Jesse Joseph (6-3, 262, Sr.) 
OLB Brandon Steeg (6-2, 232, Jr.) 
MLB Yawin Smallwood (6-3, 244, Jr.) 
OLB Graham Stewart (6-1, 237, So.) 
CB Byron Jones (6-1, 190, Jr.) 
CB Taylor Mack (5-9, 173, Sr.) 
FS Ty-Meer Brown (6-0, 197, Jr.) 
SS Andrew Adams (6-0, 190, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Chad Christen (6-1, 192, Sr.) 
P Cole Wagner (6-2, 200, Sr.) 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


Say sronrs 


AL. > CHRIS BRITTON, LB 
The 6-3, 205-pounder out of Harrisburg, Pa., was 
selected to play in the Big 33 game. 


@ » TIMBOYLE,QB 

Aone-time Boston College commit whoalsohad an offer 
from Florida, the 6-3, 205-pound Boyle threw for more 
than2,500 yards and 24 touchdowns asa senior in leading 
Middletown (Conn.) Xavier toa third straight state title. 


3 > DHAMEER BRADLEY, WR 

Aslot receiver with big-play ability, the 5-9, 165-pounder 
Enrolled at UConn in January, Bradley comes by way of 
Elkton (Md.) Eastern Christian Academy. 


4 > BRIANLEMELLE, WR 

The Harrisburg (Pa.) Bishop McDevitt receiveris the state 
record holder in receptions (269) and yards (4,529). The 
5-Il, 171-pounder had several BCS offers. 


S » JUNIOR JOSEPH, LB 
Joseph registered 79 tackles, including 17 stops forloss,asa 
senior at Reading (Pa.) Wilson High. 


—Steve Wiltfong 


Third-year coach Paul Pasqualoni inherited a talented Huskies team 
that posted winning records in predecessor Randy Edsall’s last four 

seasons and slipped to back-to-back 5-7 showings. The program has lost 
to Western Michigan in consecutive seasons, fell to a rebuilding Temple 
squad last year and has ranked 108th or worst in total offense each year. 


OFFENSE 

The Huskies had major issues on offense in 2012, when they 
ranked 117th in the nation in rushing out of 120 schools. The offensive 
line allowed 33 sacks and starting quarterback Chandler Whitmer 
threw 16 of UConn’s 18 interceptions. Former Cincinnati receivers 
coach T.J. Weist is now the offensive coordinator, looking to improve 
a unit that scored just 17.8 points per game. Whitmer must learn 
another new system and improve upon a year in which he threw just 
nine touchdown passes. If nothing else, if he starts the opener he'll 
become the Huskies first quarterback to start back-to-back season 
openers since 2010. 

Junior Lyle McCombs led the team in rushing last year with 860 
yards and six touchdowns, but would like to rediscover his form of 
2011, when he rushed more than 1,000 yards and was a Freshman 
All-American. The top two receivers return in juniors Geremy Davis 
(44 catches, 613 yards) and Shakim Phillips (32, 399). 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

Connecticut must rebuild a unit that lost four players, including both 
cornerbacks who earned first- or second-team all-conference honors last 
season. Were it not for Khaseem Greene of Rutgers, junior linebacker 
Yawin Smallwood might have been Big East Defensive Player of the Year 
in 2012. He racked up 120 tackles, including 3.5 sacks. The secondary is 
an experienced unit with returning safeties Ty-Meer Brown and Byron 
Jones. Jones was moved to cornerback in the spring. Senior Taylor Mack 
and Andrew Adams figure to move into starting roles. End Angelo Pruitt 
and tackle Shamar Stephen return up front. 


BOTTOM LINE 


—_ 
The Huskies start the year IMPACT PLAYER 
with four of five at home, | Graham Stewart, LB_ 7 /@ 
including ex-coach Edsall Stewart was considered the No.1 
and Maryland in Week 2, player coming out of Connecticut 


followed by Michigan. Potential 
losses there, along with tough 
conference road games against 
Cincinnati and Louisville, don’t 
bode well for Pasqualoni ina 


must-win season to keep his job. 


inthe 2011 class. After playing 


in12 games for Florida as atrue 
freshman that fall, he transferred 
to be closer to home, sat out 

last season, and should make an 
immediate impact for the Huskies 
this year. 
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2013 SCHEDULE 

A.29 Towson 
S.14 Maryland 
S.21 Michigan 
S.28 @BUFFALO 
0.12 South Florida 
0.19 @CINCINNATI 
0.26 @UCF 
N.8 Louisville 
N.16 @SMU 
N.23 @TEMPLE 
N.30 Rutgers 
D7 Memphis 
COACH 

Third year (10-14) 

Career record: |17-73-1 

Offensive coordinator: 

T.J. Weist (first year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Hank Hughes 

FAST FACTS 

Stadium: Rentschler Field (40,000) 
Tickets: 877-AT-UCONN 


Site: Storrs, Conn. 
Online: uconnhuskies.com 
Twitter: @UConnFootball 


Daily coverage at sportingnews.com/ncaa-football 29 


HUSKIES 


2013 SCHEDULE 


| DAT 


TE | 


S.7 @FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
S.14 @PENN STATE 
S.28 South Carolina 
0.5 @MEMPHIS 
0.18 @LOUISVILLE 
0.26 Connecticut 
N.9 Houston 
N.16 @TEMPLE 
N,2] Rutgers 
N.29 South Florida 
D7 @SMU 
COACH 

veorge U Leary 

10th year (60-55) 

Career record: 112-88 

Offensive coordinator: 

Charlie Taaffe (fifth year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Jim Fleming (second year) 

FAST FA 

2012 RECORD: 10-4 

Beat Ball State in the 

Beef 0'Brady’s Bowl, 38-17 

Stadium: Bright House Networks 
Stadium (45,323) 

Tickets: 407-UCF-1000 

Site: Orlando 

Online: ucfathletics.com 
Twitter: QUCF Football 


Akron. 


The Knights closed out their final year in Conference USA with 


) BLAKEBORTLE 


their fourth East division title in eight years and a 10-win season that 
culminated in a win over Ball State in the Beef ‘O’ Brady’s Bowl. 

Things won't be quite as rosy in the first season in the American 
Athletic Conference, but expect a top-half finish from the Knights, as 
well as a bow! now that they have won their NCAA appeal. 


f : 
4“ 


UCF returns its No. 1 quarterback, three starting linemen, tight 
end, second-leading rusher and five of its six top wide receivers. 
Junior quarterback Blake Bortles put up big numbers in 2012, 
completing 62.9 percent of his passes for 3,059 yards and 25 TDs with 
just nine interceptions. At running back, the Knights must replace 
Latavius Murray and his 1,106 yards, and they might do it witha 
committee approach. Projected starter Storm Johnson is a bounce- 
outside runner while sophomore Cedric Thompson is more of a 


traditional up-the-middle back. 


Eight players who caught at least 10 passes last season return, 
including J.J. Worton, Jeff Godfrey and Rannell Hall. 


UCF ranked first in Conference USA a year ago in scoring defense 


and pass defense and finished 16th in the FBS in turnover margin. 
Free safety Clayton Geathers and middle linebacker Terrance 
Plummer, each of whom recorded at least 100 tackles in 2012, are 


back to lead the unit. 


Linemen Thomas Niles and Deion Green started as redshirt 
freshmen last season and combined for nine sacks. This year, they'll 
take on bigger roles. Clayton Geathers has moved from strong safety 


to free safety with redshirt freshman Drico Johnson, a former receiver, 


moving to strong safety. Willie Mitchell (weakside linebacker) and 
Troy Gray (strongside) will line up alongside Plummer. 


On special teams, Shawn 
Moffitt returns for his second 
season as kicker, but punting 
duties will be handed over to 
freshman Caleb Houston. 


BOTTOM LINE 

The Knights have the talent 
and experience to be a factor in 
the league immediately, but we 
aren’t expecting them to win it 
just yet. 
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IMPAGT PLAYER 


JordanPrestwood,0OT/ 4 


Chosen asa top 150 recruit by 
ESPN in the 2011 signing class, 
Prestwood grew up near UCF, 


signed with Florida State, then 
transferred to Notre Dame, where 
he never played a down. The 6-6 
offensive lineman should contend 
forimmediate playing time at right 
tackle. 
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PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Blake Bortles (6-4, 227, Jr.) 
RB Storm Johnson (6-1, 217, Jr.) 
LT Torrian Wilson (6-4, 308, Jr.) 
LG Jordan McCray (6-4, 309, Sr.) 
C Joey Grant (6-4, 280, So.) 

RG Justin McCray (6-4, 308, Sr.) 
RT Chris Martin (6-5, 282, Sr.) 
TE Justin Tukes (6-5, 248, Jr.) 

WR J.J. Worton (6-2, 209, Jr.) 

WR Rannell Hall (6-2, 195, Jr.) 

WR Breshad Perriman (6-2, 209, So.) 


DE Thomas Niles (6-2, 262, So.) 
DT E.J. Dunston (6-2, 309, Sr.) 
DT Demetris Anderson (6-3, 303, So.) 
DE Deion Green (6-3, 244, So.) 
OLB Troy Gray (6-1, 209, Jr.) 
MLB Terrance Plummer (6-1, 229, Jr.) 
OLB Willie Mitchell (6-1, 233, Jr.) 
CB Brandon Alexander (6-1, 185, Jr.) 
CB Nicco Whigham (6-1, 199, So.) 
FS Clayton Geathers (6-3, 202, Jr.) 
SS Drico Johnson (6-2, 200, Fr.) 


K Shawn Moffitt (6-0, 182, Jr.) 
P Caleb Houston (6-2, 213, Fr.) 


L » MICAHREED, RB 

The first pledge for UCFin 2013, the5-1l, 210-pound Reed 
rushed for’,780 yards and 23 touchdowns at Crestview 
(Fla.), earning first-team All-State honors as a senior. 


im » CHEQUANBURKETT,S 

This hard-hitting, versatile safety registered 68 tackles, 
three interceptions, two touchdowns and three forced 
fumbles as a senior at Montgomery (Ala.) Carver. 


SHAQUILL GRIFFIN, CB 
The 6-2, 190-pound Griffin has elite size for the position. 
Henotched 44 tackles, 12 pass breakups and three 
interceptions as a senior at St. Petersburg Lakewood. 


& » SEYVON LOWREY, DE 

Lowrey is an exciting pass rusher who racked up 17 sacks 
and five forced fumbles to go with 50 tackles and two 
blocked punts in 2012 at Jacksonville First Coast. 


SS » DONTRAVIOUS WILSON, RB 
The 5-11, 215-pounder comes from powerhouse Buford 
(Ga.) and was akey cog for the 2012 state champs. 


—Steve Wiltfong 


BORTLES: JOHN RAOUX / AP 


WIMBLEY: BUTCH DILL / AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 
> 3134 


ee 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONAL TITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB Garrett Gilbert (6-4, 223, Sr.) 
RB Rishaad Wimbley (6-0, 260, Jr.) 
LT Ben Gottschalk (6-5, 293, Sr.) 
LG Kris Weeks (6-5, 310, So.) 
C Taylor Lasecki (6-3, 296, So.) 
RG Ben Hughes (6-4, 290, Jr.) 
RT Seaver Myers (6-6, 290, Fr.) 
WR Der'rikk Thompson (5-11, 190, Jr.) 
WR Darius Joseph (6-0, 195, So.) 
WR Jeremy Johnson (6-0, 179, Sr.) 
WR Keenan Holman (6-1, 185, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 


DE Andy McCleneghen (6-6, 262, So.) 
NT Darrian Wright (6-2, 280, Jr.) 

DE Zach Wood (6-3, 258, So.) 
OLB Stephon Sanders (6-3, 250, Jr.) 
ILB Kevin Pope (5-11, 225, Sr.) 

ILB Randall Joyner (5-10, 236, Sr.) 
OLB Robert Seals (6-3, 225, So.) 

CB Chris Parks (6-1, 190, Sr.) 

CB Ajee Montes (5-11, 187, Fr.) 

FS Hayden Greenbauer (5-11, 187, Fr.) 
SS Jay Scott (6-1, 210, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Chase Hover (6-2, 185, Sr.) 
P Mike Loftus (6-1, 200, Jr.) 


VATIAIC TL 
NALING I 


I LK UTS 
Baysrernrs 

ol » JEREMIAH GAINES, TE 

AtRed Oak (Texas) High, Gaines caught 30 passes for 

64] yards and seven TDs as a senior while adding 649 

tushing yards and 13 more scores. The 6-2, 230-pounder 

isranked as thenation’s No. 21 tight end by 247Sports, 


@ » ZELTMINOR, DT 

One of the more productive defensive tackles in the Lone 
Star State, Minor racked up 73 tackles, 28.5 sacks and 38 
tackles for loss as a senior at Houston's Lamar High. 


3 > JABRYCETAYLOR, WR 
Abig-play receiver out of Lufkin (Texas) High, the 6-1, 
180-pound Taylor caught 87 passes for 1,628 yardsin 2012. 


4 » TRAYLON SHEAD, RB 

The former University of Texas running back lands at 
SMU by way of Navarro Junior College. Ranked by the 
247Composite as the nation’s top juco running back, the 
6-2, 225-pound Shead enrolled early. 


S » SPENCER HOLLIE, DE 
The son of former SMU standout Doug Hollie, he had 35 
tackles and 15 sacks at Dublin (Calif.) High as a senior, 


—Steve Wiltfong 


RISHAADWIMBLEY “ 


During June Jones’ tenure, SMU has won back-to-back Conference 
USA West Division championships (2009-10) and last year played in 
aschool-record fourth straight bowl game. Since the start of the 2009 
season, SMU is 22-10 in conference play, including 5-3 last year. And 
Jones, who has coached in the NCAA, NFL, CFL and USFL, is the perfect 
guy to oversee the shift from Conference USA to the American Athletic 
Conference. The problems is, Jones will have to replace a significant 
number of last year’s top performers, which makes for a lot of unknowns. 


Last season’s offense didn’t follow Jones’ pass-first formula, but 

it still set an SMU record for total points (390). Quarterback Garrett 
Gilbert showed flashes of the talent that made him a top recruit, racking 
up 2,932 yards and 15 touchdowns through the air, but he was prone to 
untimely mistakes. The Mustangs need him to be more consistent. 

SMU has had a 1,000-yard rusher in each of the last three seasons, 
but Zach Line (1,278 yards in 2012) finished his eligibility, which 
means the Mustangs will rely on junior Rishaad Wimbley or redshirt 
freshman Prescott Line. They’ll run behind an offensive line that 
returns just two starters from a group that provided inadequate pass 
protection last year. Top receiver Darius Johnson is also gone. 
/EFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

Last year, SMU relied on a big-play defense that returned eight 
interceptions for touchdowns (tying an FBS record) and picked off 21 
passes overall, fifth most in the country. The good news: The entire 
secondary returns. The bad news: The Mustangs must replace a front 
three that helped the team finish 15th in the nation against the run. 
Sophomores Andy McCleneghen and Zach Wood will take over at 
the ends while junior Darrian Wright will line up at nose tackle. Two 
starting linebackers are gone as well, though junior Stephon Sanders 
and senior Randall Joyner return. 

On special teams, kicker Chase Hover, a former walk-on, tied a school 
record with four field goals at Tulane 
last season. Junior punter Mike 
Loftus is back, along with Kenneth 
Acker, one of Conference USA’s top 
punt returners last season. 


IMPACT PLAYER 


Snead was a four-star running 
back coming out of high school but 
did not carry the ball once in two 
years at Texas. After spending last 


ROTTO! 


aii 
=) Vi LINE 


Jones has a history of reloading, 
but there are simply too many 
question marks heading into 2013. 
Still, the Mustangs will give some 
teams fits. 


season at Navarro Junior College, 
he'll have two seasons of eligibility 
remaining and could be the most 
talented option to succeed Zach 
Linein the backfield. 


2013 SCHEDULE 


Texas Tec 
S.7 Montana State 
S.21 @TEXAS A&M 
S.28 @TCU 
0.5 Rutgers 
0.19 @MEMPHIS 
0.26 Temple 
N.9 @CINCINNATI 
N Connecticut 
@SOUTH FLORIDA 
N @HOUSTON 
D.7 UCF 


COACH 


June Jones 
Sixth year (31-34) 
Career record: 107-75 


Defensive coordinator: 
Tom Mason (sixth year) 


FAST FACTS 


2012 RECORD:7-6 

Beat Fresno State in the 

Sheraton Hawaii Bowl, 43-10 

Stadium: Gerald J. Ford Stadium (32,000) 
Tickets: 214-768-4263 

Site: Dallas 

Online: smumustangs.com 

Twitter: @SMU_Football 


Download Sporting News’ free tablet app for the iPad 3 


ee ae ee ee 


2013 SCHEDULE 
DATE OPPONENT 
AJ McNeese State 
S.7 @MICHIGAN STATE 
S.14 Florida Atlantic 
S.28 Miami 
0.5 Cincinnati 
0.12 @CONNECTICUT 
0.26 Louisville 
0.31 @HOUSTON 
N.16 Memphis 
N.23 SMU 
N.29 @UCF 
D7 @RUTGERS 

COACH 

First year 

Career record: |6-20 

Offensive coordinator: 

Walt Wells (first year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Phil Snow (first year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 3-9 

Stadium: Raymond James Stadium 

(65,857) 

Tickets: 800-GO-BULLS 

Site: Tampa 

Online: gousfbulls.com 

Twitter: @USFFootball 


, 


MARCUSSHAW 


South Florida was once one of college football's greatest stories. The 
program that began from scratch in 1997 had emerged as a national force, 
competing for talent with the likes of Miami, Florida and Florida State. 

Buta pattern of late-season underachieving that began under original 
coach Jim Leavitt mushroomed under Skip Holtz and, last year, the Bulls, 
picked second in the league’s preseason poll, went 3-9 (1-6 in the Big 
East). It was the worst season in the program’s 16-year history. 

Exit Holtz and enter former Western Kentucky coach Willie Taggart, 
who grew up in nearby Palmetto. 


OFFENSE 

South Florida’s offense was anemic last season, scoring just one 
touchdown in its final 15 quarters. The Bulls were outscored 94-22 over 
the last three games. They'll be starting this season without B,J. Daniels 
at quarterback for the first time since 2008. Senior Bobby Eveld, who is 
healthy after a non-throwing shoulder injury ended his 2012 season, will 
compete with sophomore Matt Floyd, who struggled in three games at 
the end of last season. 

USF typically has taken a running back-by-committee approach, 
but Taggart traditionally has used a primary ballcarrier. This season, it 
appears that will be senior Marcus Shaw (248 yards in 2012), and he'll 
run behind five linemen who started at least one game last season. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Bulls’ defense gave up 131 points in a four-game midseason 
stretch last season and never rebounded. The unit managed just 
two interceptions in 2012 and must replace last year’s cornerbacks. 
Sophomore Kenneth Durden and senior Josh Brown each started a game 
last season at cornerback, and junior-college transfer Torrel Saffold will 
also be in the mix. 

Defensive end should be the strength of this unit, with returning 
starters Tevin Mims and Ryne Giddens and Notre Dame transfer Aaron 
Lynch. Senior Luke Sager returns at one tackle position. 

At linebacker, top tackler Sam Barrington is gone, but senior DeDe 
Lattimore is a three-year starter, 

On special teams, Marvin Kloss 
handled kickoff duties last season 
and will likely take over for kicker 
Maikon Bonani, who left as USF’s 
career scoring leader. 


IMPAGT PLAYER 
|AaronLynch,DE 7 /@ 


Lynch was a budding college + 
star when he decided to transfer 
from Notre Dame to USF before 


the 2012 season. In his one year 


BOTTOM LINE 

It likely will take Taggart a 
while to reload, but new facilities, 
good holdover talent and a great 
recruiting base are in place. 
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in South Bend, Lynch recorded 
seven tackles for aloss and 5.5 
sacks. He should steprightintoa 
starting role in 2013, his first year of 
eligibility in Tampa. 


CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONAL TITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
QB Bobby Eveld (6-5, 217, Sr.) 
RB Marcus Shaw (5-9, 178, Sr.) 
FB Ryan Eppes (6-1, 236, Sr.) 
LT Darrell Williams (6-5, 292, Jr.) 
LG BrynjarGudmundsson (6-4, 205, So.) 
C Austin Reiter (6-3, 286, Jr.) 
RG Thor Jozwiak (6-4, 309, So.) 
RT Quinterrius Eatmon (6-6, 313, Jr.) 
TE Sean Price (6-3, 240, So.) 
WR Andre Davis (6-1, 200, Jr.) 
WR Deonte Welch (6-0, 206, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE AaronLynch (6-6, 262, So.) 
DT Luke Sager (6-3, 297, Sr.) 
DT Elkino Watson (6-2, 286, Jr.) 
DE Tevin Mims (6-3, 245, Sr.) 
SLB Zack Bullock (6-3, 213, So.) 
MLB DeDe Lattimore (6-1, 238, Sr.) 
WLB Richard Cliett (6-2, 223, Jr.) 
CB Josh Brown (6-0, 185, Sr.) 
CB Kenneth Durden (6-0, 173, So.) 
FS Mark Joyce (5-10, 200, Sr.) 
SS JaQuez Jenkins (6-2, 188, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K MarvinKloss (6-0, 198, So.) 
P Mattias Ciabatti (6-0, 184, So.) 


RATING THE RECRUITS 
PAP RPOnTS 
‘L » LAMARROBBINS, ATH 
The 6-3, 188-pound Robbins was ranked by 247Sports as 
thenation’s No, 14 athlete prospect. 


@ » DERRICK CALLOWAY, DT 

The 6-1, 300-pound Calloway posted 143 tackles, 57 
tackles for loss and 13 sacks during his three seasons at 
Bradenton (Fla.) Manatee. 


3 > NIGELHARRIS, LB 

Anathletic linebacker with above-average speed, the 
6-2, 200-pound Harris recorded 117 tackles for Tampa 
Hillsborough High as a senior. 


4 » DEADRINSENAT, OT 

The 6-1, 31!-pounder from Immokalee (Fla.) High 
accumulated 89 tackles in helping his team advance to 
the state championship game in 2012. 


SS » MICHAEL WHITE, 0B 

He led Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) University School toa state 
championship in 2012. and was named Florida’s 3A Player 
of the Year. 


—Steve Wiltfong 


SHAW: TIMOTHY D, EASLEY / AP 


COYER: GARRY JONES / AP 


= 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Chris Coyer (6-3, 230, Sr.) 
RB Kenny Harper (6-0, 225, Jr.) 
LT ZachHooks (6-6, 280, Sr.) 
LG Brendan McGowan (6-4, 288, Fr.) 
C_ Kyle Friend (6-2, 300, So.) 

RG Scott Roorda (6-3, 302, Sr.) 

RT EricLofton (6-5, 280, So.) 

TE Cody Booth (6-5, 250, Sr.) 

WR Jalen Fitzpatrick (5-11, 180, Jr.) 

WR Deon Miller (6-5, 210, Sr.) 

WR Ryan Alderman (5-9, 170, Sr.) 


DE Jamen Newman (6-4, 290, Jr.) 
DT Averee Robinson (6-1, 285, Fr.) 
DT Levi Brown (6-2, 300, Sr.) 

DE Sean Daniels (6-3, 230, Sr.) 
OLB Tyler Matakevich (6-1, 220, So.) 
MLB Nate D. Smith (6-0, 230, So.) 
OLB Blaze Caponegro (6-1, 218, Sr.) 

CB Zamel Johnson (6-0, 170, Sr.) 

CB Anthony Robey (5-10, 180, Jr.) 

FS Abdul Smith (6-0, 205, Sr.) 

SS_ Chris Hutton (5-10, 185, Jr.) 


K Paul Layton (6-1, 215, Sr.) 
P Paul Layton (6-1, 215, Sr.) 


3waysronrs 
L » BUDDY BROWN, LB 
The 6-3, 210-pound Williamstown, N.J., prospect chose 
Temple over offers from the likes of Arizona, Arizona 
State, Mississippi State, North Carolina, Rutgers, Pitt, 
South Florida and Virginia Tech. 


2 © ZAIRE WILLIAMS, RB 
A former West Virginia commit, the 5-11, 205-pound 
Sickerville (N.J.) Timber Creek High product also had 
offers from lowa, Pitt and Wisconsin. 


» JARRED ALWAN, LB 
Alwan, a 6-1, 215-pound linebacker from Cherry Hill (N.J.) 
Camden Catholic High, chose Temple over West Virginia. 


&@ > ARTRELFOSTER, CB 

Anunder-the-radar prospect out of Meadville (Pa.) Area 
High, the 6-0, 180-pound Foster doubled as a running 
backin high school. 


S > JULIANTAYLOR, DE 
Taylor, who at 6-5 and 230 pounds has great size, teamed 
up with Buddy Brownat Williamston (N.J.) Highand 
helped lead his team toa state championship in 2012, 


—Steve Wiltfong 


Change is the only constant at Temple, where the Owls will have their 
third head coach in four seasons. Matt Rhule is hardly a stranger, having 
worked six years as an assistant under Al Golden and Steve Addazio 
before spending last season with the New York Giants. Rhule, just 38, 
was in Philadelphia when Golden made the Owls relevant and, like 
Golden, has a vision for Temple football becoming a significant part of the 
Philadelphia sports landscape. But for a first-year coach moving into a 
new conference following a 4-7 campaign, that’s a tall order. 


Under the direction of first-year coordinator Marcus Satterfield, 
Temple will employ a pro-spread system, with seniors Chris Coyer and 
Juice Granger battling for playing time at quarterback. Coyer threw for 
946 yards and rushed for 444 more before giving way to Granger for the 
last two games of 2012. The Owls must find replacements for tailbacks 
Montel Harris and Matt Brown, who provided a strong running game 
in 2012. Junior Kenny Harper and sophomore Jamie Gilmore will get 
the first look. There’s more experience at wide receiver, where seniors 
Deon Miller and Ryan Alderman, along with junior Jalen Fitzpatrick, are 
expected to assume full-time roles. 


The defense needs to replace four starters, including All-Big East 
end John Youboty, The young but experienced linebacker corps figures 
to be strength of the unit. Tyler Matakevich, who started the last eight 
games asa true freshman and was named the ECAC Defensive Rookie 
of the Year, joins returning starters Nate Smith (75 tackles) and Blaze 
Caponegro. 

Senior Zamel Johnson and junior Anthony Robey, who provided a 
team-high six pass breakups, return as the starting cornerbacks, but the 
Owls must find replacements at both safety positions. 

On special teams, four-year kicker/punter Brandon McManus is gone. 
Albany transfer Paul Layton will take over the punting duties. Sophomore 
Tyler Mayes and redshirt freshman Colby Perry will compete for the 
kicker job, but Layton could wind 
up doing that, too. 


IMPAGT PLAYER 
|NateSmith, MLB / /d 


Asaredshirt freshman last 


There’s always optimism with a 


new coach, but between a matchup 


season, Smith emerged asa 


with Notre Dame and a tough slate hard-hitting force, and he figures 
of conference games, Rhule will to play a more prominent role in 
need a honeymoon period to reload Temple's defense in 2013. Smith 
the defense and position the Owls gets regular feedback from his 
for2014 brother, former Eagles tight end 


LJ. Smith. 


2013 SCHEDULE 
@NOTREDAME 
Houston 
Fordham 
, @IDAHO 
5 Louisville 
@CINCINNATI 
Amy 
@SMU 
2 @RUTGERS 
N.16 UCF 
Connecticut 
@MEMPHIS 
COACH 
Matt RI ile 
First year 
Offensive coordinator: 
Marcus Satterfield (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Phil Snow (first year) 
FAST FACTS 
2012 RECORD: 4-7 


Stadium: Lincoln Financial Field (68,532) 
Tickets: 215-204-8499 

Site: Philadelphia 

Online: owlsports.com 

Twitter: @Temple_FB 


Follow Sporting News on Twitter @sportingnews 3 


TIGERS 


MEMPHIS 


Stadium (61,000) 


Site: Memphis 


2013 SCHEDULE 
S.7 Duke 
S.14 @MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE 
S.21 Arkansas State 
0.5 UCF 
0.12 @HOUSTON 
0.19 SMU 
0.30 Cincinnati 
NO Tennessee-Martin 
N.16 @SOUTH FLORIDA 
N.23 @LOUISVILLE 
N,30 Temple 
D7 @CONNECTICUT 

COACH 

Justin Fuente 

Second year (4-8) 

Career record: 4-8 

Offensive coordinator: 

Darrell Dickey (second year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Barry Odom (second year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 4-8 


Stadium: Liberty Bow! Memorial 
Tickets: 901-678-2331 


Online: gotigersgo.com 
Twitter: @TigersAthletics 


It was only a three-game winning streak to end the season. But for 
Memphis, a team that went 2-22 in Conference USA from 2009-11, 
finishing the year 4-4 in league play represented significant progress. 

The Tigers still ended up 4-8 overall to complete their fifth straight losing 
season, but under the leadership of second-year coach Justin Fuente, they 
appear to be on the upswing for the first time in years. 


OFFENSE 

In 2012, Jacob Karam threw for 1,895 yards and 14 TDs and just three 
interceptions, a school record. His 64.2 completion percentage (176-for- 
274) was also a program best. He returns for his senior season. 

Memphis ranked next to last nationally in rushing offense in 2011 but 
almost doubled that in 2012, and the Tigers return their top two rushers, 
Brandon Hayes and Jai Steib, who combined for more than 1,000 yards 
last season. Junior receiver Keiwone Malone (44 catches, 476 yards) and 
sophomore tight end Alan Cross are back. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

The defense made considerable improvement in 2012, leading 
Conference USA by allowing just 331.6 yards per game during league 
play. The Tigers finished 48th nationally in total defense, up from 117th 
the previous season. 

All three starting linemen return, as do two of the starting linebackers, 
Charles Harris and Anthony Brown. They led the team in tackles 
last season. Backup weakside linebacker Tank Jakes, who despite 
not starting last season was named the team’s Defensive Player of the 
Year, is back, too. Senior free safety Lonnie Ballentine will be the most 
experienced member of the secondary; he led the unit with 66 tackles and 
three interceptions last season. 

Tom Hornsey ranked 19th nationally in punting last season with a 
43,3-yard average. He’s a leading candidate for the Ray Guy Award. The 
Tigers also return their leading punt returner (Malone) and kick returner 
(Bobby McCain) but will likely look for a kicker among their incoming 
freshmen. 


IMPAGT PLAYER 
BOTTOM LINE 
The Tigers were a much- JJoeCraig.WR_ 7 /@ 


Craig was considered one of the 
fastest players in the class of 2010, 
having won South Carolina state 


improved team in 2012 and have 
a relatively favorable schedule in 


2013, especially in the first part of 
the season. They could sneak up 
on their new American Athletic 
Conference colleagues, though 
even another .500 league season 
would be a success. 
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championships in the 100- and 
200-meter dash. But the wideout 
struggled with off-field issues during 
his time at Clemson and spent last 
year in junior college. He could make 
animmediate contribution this fall. 


CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONAL TITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB Jacob Karam (6-0, 205, Sr.) 
RB Brandon Hayes (5-8, 205, Sr.) 
LT Taylor Fallin (6-6, 330, So.) 
LG SamThomas (6-2, 285, Fr.) 

C Antonio Foster (6-3, 300, Sr.) 
RG Micah Simmons (6-3, 280, So.) 
RT AlBond (6-4, 300, Jr.) 

TE AlanCross (6-1, 235, So.) 

WR Keiwone Malone (5-11, 155, Jr.) 
WR Joe Craig (5-11, 175, Jr.) 

WR Tevin Jones (6-2, 205, So.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Corey Jones (6-3, 260, Sr.) 
NT Terry Redden (6-2, 285, Jr.) 
DE Martin |fedi (6-3, 260, Jr.) 

OLB Kendrick Golden (6-4, 210, Jr.) 
ILB Charles Harris (6-2, 235, Jr.) 
ILB Ryan Coleman (6-3, 220, Jr.) 
OLB Anthony Brown (6-4, 240, Sr.) 
CB BakariHollier (5-10, 195, Jr.) 
CB Bobby McCain (5-1, 180, Jr.) 
FS Lonnie Ballentine (6-3, 215, Sr.) 
SS _Reggis Ball (5-11, 200, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Andrew Diamond (6-4, 210, Jr.) 
P TomHornsey (6-3, 195, Sr.) 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


LEP =rOnTs 


‘L. > MARQUIS WATFORD, APB 

Thenation’s No.28 all-purpose back, Watford,a5-9, 
185-pound San Antonio Madison High standout, rushed for 
2,322 yards onjust 96 caries and scored 31 TDs asa senior. 


@ » KEWANALFRED, DE 
The 6-3, 245-pound Alfred was the country’s No. 7 juco 
weakside defensive end, according to the 247Composite. 


3 > JOECRAIG, WR 

Craig, who enrolled at Memphis in January after origi- 
nally signing with Clemson out of high school, was the 
No. 20 junior-college receiver, according to 247Sports. 


4 » BRAYDENSCOTT, QB 

Another January enrollee, the 6-2, 200-pound Scott was 
a four-year starter at Claremore (Okla.) Sequoyah High, 
where he threw for more than 7,000 yards and 90 TDs. 


S » CLAUDEGEORGE, LB 

The6-2, 225-pound prospect from Scott (La.) Acadiana 
Highwas anall-state selection after registering 85 
tackles, including 23 for loss, and nine sacks asa senior. 


—Steve Wiltfong 


KARAM: LM OTERO / AP 


SIMS: PAT SULLIVAN / AP 


& 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB David Piland (6-3, 192, Jr.) 
RB Charles Sims (6-0, 213, Sr.) 
LT Rowdy Harper (6-6, 299, Jr.) 
LG TyCloud (6-4, 335, Sr.) 
C Bryce Redman (6-1, 285, Jr.) 
RG DeAnthony Sims (6-3, 322, Sr.) 
RT Ralph Oragwu (6-3, 318, Sr.) 
TE Chauntez Jackson (6-4, 252, Fr.) 
WR Deontay Greenberry (6-3, 193, So.) 
WR Xavier Maxwell (6-1, 177, Sr.) 
WR Dewayne Peace (5-11, 186, Sr.) 


DE Eric Braswell (6-5, 268, Jr.) 
DT Joey Mbu (6-2, 310, Jr.) 
DT Tomme Mark (6-3, 265, So.) 
DE Eric Eiland (6-2, 220, So.) 
OLB Austin Wilson (6-0, 222, Sr.) 
MLB Trevon Randle (6-2, 222, So.) 
OLB Derrick Matthews (6-0, 207, Jr.) 
CB Thomas Bates (5-10, 177, Sr.) 
CB ZachMcMillan (5-10, 172, Sr.) 
FS Trevon Stewart (5-9, 183, So.) 
SS Kent Brooks (5-11, 214, Sr.) 


K Kyle Bullard (5-11, 168, So.) 
P Richie Leone (6-3, 201, Sr.) 


Sporting News All-American 


Swrerers 


» JOHN O'KORN, OB 
O'Korn led national power St. Thomas (Fla.) Aquinas 
toa state title as a senior with 2,552 passing yards 
and 22 touchdowns to just four interceptions. The 6-4, 
207-pound O'Korn is also arunning threat. 


» DEONDRE SKINNER, WR/TE 
The 6-4, 225-pound Skinner was an Offense-Defense 
All-American after catching 58 passes for 810 yards and 
Nl touchdowns asa senior at Patterson (La.) High. 


» DEMARCUS AYERS, WR 
Ayers (5-11, 170) will move to receiver in college after 
quarterbacking Lancaster (Texas) High to the state 
championship gameas a senior. 


» CALEB TUCKER, LB 
Tucker enrolled in January after posting 77 tackles and 
8.5 for loss as a Monroe (La.) Ouachita High senior. 

» JOSEPH GLENN, RB 
Thenation’s No. 44 running back out of Giddings, Texas, 
Glenn earned district MVP honors asa junior. 


—Steve Wiltfong 


Since 2006, no team in college football has racked up more 
offensive yards than Houston. But the Cougars are coming off a 5-7 
season in Conference USA and will take on a new slate of opponents 
with a pair of new coordinators. There is reason for long-term 
optimism around this program—but not this year. 


New offensive coordinator Doug Meacham, who spent the last eight 
seasons at Oklahoma State, inherits a unit that returns all but one 2012 
starter, right guard Jacoby Ashworth. The offense will be built around 
senior running back Charles Sims, who despite missing three games 
and parts of two others finished the year with 1,224 yards. Sims is also 
one of best in the nation out of the backfield, with 158 career receptions. 

At quarterback, junior David Piland is coming off a promising 
season as a first-year starter, when he threw for 2,924 yards and 
16 touchdowns, and he will have experienced targets in senior 
wideouts Dewayne Peace and Xavier Maxwell. In addition, Deontay 
Greenberry and Larry McDuffey made the Conference USA All- 
Freshman Team last season. Meacham will reintroduce the tight end 
to the Houston offense, and incoming freshmen Chauntez Jackson and 
Deondre Skinner will get a chance to contribute there immediately. 


Dave Gibbs takes over as Houston’s defensive coordinator after 
spending eight of the last nine seasons in the NFL. Gibbs will switch to 
a3-4 scheme and build around a core of only four returning starters. 

On the line, only junior Eric Braswell and Joey Mbu have significant 
starting experience, and there will be two new starting linebackers as 
well, Last season's secondary returns intact, led by senior cornerback 
Zach McMillan, who topped Conference USA with five interceptions in 
2012. Trevon Stewart, who started the last 10 games of last season and 
earned Freshman All-America honors, returns at safety. 

Senior Richie Leone will handle punting duties for the fourth straight 
year. The first-team All-Conference 
USA performer tied the Houston 
school record last season with a 
punting average of 45.5 yards. 


IMPAGT PLAYER 
[EricEiland,DE 7 /@ 


A gifted athlete who played 
four years in the Toronto Blue Jays 
The Cougars will score a lot organization, Eiland was recruited 
of points, as usual, but with an 
inexperienced defense learning 
anew system on top of playing a 
tough schedule, 2013 figures to be a 


transition year. 


as asafety, moved to linebacker as 
a freshmanin 2012 and will shift to 
defensive end for 2013. He'll play 

a key hybrid linebacker/end role in 
Dave Gibbs’ new 3-4 scheme. 


— 
2013 SCHEDULE 
Southern 
@TEMPLE 
Rice 
@UTSA 
Memphis 
BYU 
@RUTGERS 
South Florida 
@UCF 
@LOUISVILLE 
Cincinnati 
SMU 
COACH 
Third year (6-7) 
Career record: 6-7 
Offensive coordinator: 
Doug Meacham (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Dave Gibbs (first year) 
FAST FACTS 
2012 RECORD: 5-7 
Stadium: Robertson Stadium (32,000) 
Tickets: 877-COUGAR-5 
Site: Houston 
Online: uhcougars.com 
Twitter: @UHCougarFB 
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gale Catanzaro'sgame-winnihg field goal 
against LSUin last years hige-Fil-A Bowl § 
helped the ABCSave some p@stseason face 4 


Will expanded ACC ever get its groove back? 


By Chris Lang Lynchburg (Va.) News & Advance 


& Patrick Stevens SN Correspondent 


Every July, when the ACC media and 
coaches gather for the conference's annual 
football kickoff, the line of questioning rarely 
seems to change. The gist: What has to 
happen for an ACC team to be a player on the 
national scene again? 

Virginia Tech reached No. 5 in the BCS 
standings on Nov. 20 and Nov. 27 in 2011. 
Those weeks marked the only time since 2007 
that an ACC team has even cracked the top 
five. The last time an ACC team other than 
the Hokies reached the top five came in 2005 
when Miami peaked at No. 3 on Nov. 14. So 
there's merit in the question. 

Coaches and commissioner John Swof- 
ford alike have similar answers, generally 
along the lines of “we've got to be better” 
in nonconference games. The league's top 
two teams a year ago—Florida State and 
Clemson—struggled in that regard during last 
regular season. 

Clemson barely escaped with a season- 
opening win against an Auburn team that 
would go on to finish 3-9, and the Tigers lost 
to South Carolina at home. Florida State lost 
to Florida at home. 

Perhaps that's why so many in the confer- 
ence breathed a sigh of relief when Clemson 
rallied to beat LSU in the Chick-Fil-A Bowl. It 
was a big-time victory against a top-10 SEC 


opponent, something the resumes of ACC 
teams generally lacked. Florida State backed 
that up with a win in the Orange Bowl, albeit 
over BCS party-crasher Northern Illinois of the 
Mid-American Conference. 

The conference's teams will have more 
high-profile opportunities in 2013. On the 
season's opening weekend, Clemson hosts 
Georgia, and Virginia Tech meets Alabama 
in Atlanta. North Carolina travels to South 
Carolina. All present huge opportunities for 
the ACC to raise its profile. 

The league expands to 14 teams this 
season with the addition of Pittsburgh to 
the Coastal Division and Syracuse to the 
Atlantic Division. Maryland will close its final 
ACC season on Nov. 30 in Raleigh against 
N.C. State before heading off to the Big Ten. 
Louisville will slide into Maryland's spot in the 
Atlantic beginning in 2014. 

Pittsburgh will get a major introduction 
to ACC play on Labor Day when it hosts 
defending conference champion Florida 
State in its first league game. And after a 
weird season in which a third of its teams 
were ineligible for the ACC Championship 
Game, all seven Coastal teams are slated 
to be eligible this year—as long as the NCAA 
doesn't levy further sanctions against Miami 
in June. 


THINGS 


NOW 
0) py marr Hayes 


EW Chad Morris won't be with 
Clemson much longer. The 
Tigers’ innovative offensive 
coordinator is waiting for the 
perfect head-coaching spot, 
and until then will continue to 
develop a prolific offense—and 
maybe the 2013 Heisman 
Trophy winner (08 Tajh Boyd). 
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E>) No matter what happens 
a with potential NCAA 
sanctions, the worst is behind 
Miami. The ‘Canes are full 

of young stars and have an 
aggressive, dynamic coaching 
staff. The Coastal Division title 
this season is just the beginning 
of big things under Al Golden. 


be For years we wondered 
feel about the difference 
between the old Big East and 
the ACE. Here's where you'll see 
it: Syracuse and Pitt, with two 
BCS bowls between them in the 
Big East. will struggle early on 
in the ACC—the more athletic 
version of the two conferences. 


4 We can now finally debunk 
Med the annual statement 
that this is the year Florida 
State returns to the nation's 
elite. The ‘Noles are rebuilding 
and have a new quarterback 
and defensive coordinator, Now 
watch them prove us all wrong 
when we least expect it. 


CLEMSON, LSU: DAVID GOLDMAN / AP 


THOMAS: STEVE MITCHELL / USA TODAY SPORTS; FEDORA: GERRY BROOME / AP 


RATING THE ACC 
» FASTEST RECEIVER | 
Stafon Diggs. WR, Maryland 

Despite little help. the elusive Diggs rolled up 848 
receiving yards as a freshman. 

> BEST HANDS 

Michael Campanaroa, WR, Wake Forest 

When healthy, Tanner Price's top target averaged 
nearly eight receptions per game last year. 

> BEST PASSING 08 

Tajh Boyd, Clemson 

Led the ACC in touchdown tosses and ranked 
second last year in passing yardage. 

» BEST RUNNING OB 

Logan Thomas, Virginia Tech 

The Hokies’ leading rusher last season, Thomas 
rumbled for nine touchdowns on the ground. 

» MOST ELUSIVE RB 

Duke Johnson, Miami 

Averaged 6.8 yards per carry ina stellar freshman 
season for the Hurricanes. 

> BEST INSTINCTS 

Rashad Greene, WR/RS. Florida State 

Scored nine touchdowns last year, including at least 
once each via reception, rush and punt return. 

» BEST ATHLETE 

Sammy Watkins, WR, Clemson 

Watkins is still the same guy who turned ina 
dominant, 82-catch freshman season in 2011. 

> BEST UNDER PRESSURE 
Tajh Boyd, 08, Clemson | 
The conference's passing-efficiency leader hasled | 
Clemson to a 3-0 record in games decided by single 
digits as a starter. 

> TOP NFL PROSPECT 

James Hurst, (17, North Carolina 

The three-year starter could be one of the first five 
offensive tackles selected in the 2014 draft. 

> TOP IMPACT FROSH 

Alex Figueroa, LB, Miami 

He made a distinct impression on the Hurricanes 

after arriving on campus in time for spring 

practice. 

> HARDEST HITTER 

Lamarcus Joyner, CB, Florida State 

The veteran DB moves from safety to cornerback 

for his senior season with the ‘Noles. 

» BIGGEST PASS RUSHER 

Jeremiah Attaochu, OE, Georgia Tech 

Had 10 sacks at linebacker last season and is now 
shifting to defensive end for the Yellow Jackets. 

» BEST INTERVIEW 

Ross Cockrell, (8, Duke 

He tied for the league lead in interceptions (5) and 

tied for second in the ACC in passes defended (18). 

» BEST GAME-DAY COACH 

Paul Johnson, Georgia Tech 
Few coaches understand the ins and outs of their 
systems better than Johnson does with his triple- | 
option offense. | 
» BEST RECRUITER | 
Jimbo Fisher, head coach, Florida State 

The Seminoles have collected six straight top-I0 
recruiting classes with Fisher as either an 

assistant or head coach. 

> MOST INTIMIDATING STADIUM 

Lane Stadium, Virginia Tech 

Not many teams have thrived here over the last 

decade and a half, particularly under the lights. 


RECRUITING ROUN. DUP by Brian McLaughlin 


1» FLORIDASTATE Thebig moment for the 
Seminoles came when monster linebacker Matthew 
Thomas out of Miami 
spurned the hometown 
Hurricanes to play for 
Florida State. This class 

is talented and balanced 
with speed everywhere. 

2 > MIAMI Without 
post-signing day 

additions the ‘Canes 

would have been 
considerably lower. 

3 > VIRGINIA TECH 

The class is a tad smaller 
than average, but the 
quality is there, with the 
gem being DB Kendall Fuller. 
4 » CLEMSON The Tigers finished strong, but losing 
eventual Ole Miss signee Robert Nkemdiche hurt. 

5 » VIRGINIA This is one of the larger classes in the 
ACC, and RB Taquan Mizzell is about as good an all- 
around back as there is in the country. 


ALL-ACG 


OFFENSE 
QB Tajh Boyd, Sr. Cl 
RB Duke Johnson, So, Miami 
RB Kevin Parks, Jr., Virginia 
OL James Hurst, Sr, North Caroling 
OL Macky MacPherson, Sr. Syracuse 
OL Bryan Stork, Sr, Florida State 
OL Cameron Erving, Jr. Florida State 
OL Brandon Thomas, Sr: Clemson 
TE Nick O'Leary, Jr. Florida State 
WHE Stefan Diggs, So. Maryland 
WR Devin Street, Sr. Pitt 


DEFENSE 
DE James Gayle, Sr.. Virginia Tech 
DT Timmy Jernigan, Jr., florida State 
DT Aaron Donald, Sr. Pitt 
DE Karaam Martin, Sc. North Carolina 
LB Christian Jones, Sr. Florida State 
LB Kevin Plerra-Louis, Sr, Boston Collage 
LB Jeremiah Attaochy, Sr. Georgia Tech 
CB Ross Cockrell, Sr. Duke 
CB Demetrios Nicholson, Jr, Virginia 
S Tre Bastan, Sr. North Garolina 
S__ Isaiah Johnson, Sr. Te 


SPECIALISTS 


K Chandler Catanzaro, Si 


P Will Monday, So., Duke 


6 > NORTHCAROLINA Thisclassis filled with 
underrated stars as well as several Parade All- Americans. 
7 > PITT The Panthers picked up a conference-high 
27 recruits, the biggest being OL Dorian Johnson. 

8 » MARYLAND The Terrapins attracted two of 

the D.C. area's top recruits in OL Derwin Gray and 

LB Yannick Ngakoue, and also brought in good speed. 
9 > N.C.STATE The Wolfpack's class is well 
balanced, with some of the better talent being on the 
defensive side of the ball. 

10 > DUKE TwoFloridians—LB Dominic Zanca and 
QB Parker Boehme—highlight the Blue Devils’ class. 
11» WAKE FOREST Defense was the focus in this 
group, and the Demon Deacons dipped into Florida, 
Georgia and Texas to load up on that side of the ball. 
12 >» GEORGIA TECH This was a small class, but the 
Yellow Jackets added depth at running back and picked 
up a speedy option QB in Ty Griffin. 

13 » SYRACUSE The Orange loaded up with juco 
talent, including huge DT Wayne Williams (6-5, 335) . 
14 > BOSTON COLLEGE The Eagles had only 15 
signees, but they should be happy with players like 
defensive back Matt Milano. 


ASCENDING 


NORTH CAROLINA 

) » There's a lot to like about 
the Tar Heels: the ACC's 
most underrated player (OB Bryn 
Renner), its best coach (Larry Fedora) 
and a talented, motivated team that 
missed out on the postseason last year 
because of NCAA sanctions. 


DESCENDING 


VIRGINIA TECH 
ee > It's not that crazy to think 
the Hokies will continue to 
struggle after last year's rare step 
back. Coach Frank Beamer hired Scot 
Loeffler to fix a broken offense—the 


same coordinator who failed miserably 
last year at Auburn. 
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IGERS 


It has taken a couple decades, but 
Clemson is right back to where it \ 
once was: an annual threat to win 10 
games. 

Give praise to quarterback Tajh Boyd 
and offensive coordinator Chad Morris if 
you'd like. Nod toward substantial talent plucked out 
of Florida like electric wide receiver Sammy Watkins. 

But ultimately, plenty of credit goes to head coach 
Dabo Swinney, who has built off his strength as a 
recruiter, surrounded himself with capable assistants 
and helped the Tigers win 10 games in consecutive 


2013 SCHEDULE 


Scitech seasons for the first time since 1987-90. 
@NORTH CAROLINA STATE And he’s poised to do it again thanks toa super- 
WakeForest charged offense the ACC has yet to figure out anda 
@SYRACUSE defense that, while far from perfect, is still capable of 
BostonCollege overwhelming many of its opponents. 
Florida State From the looks of things, 2013 could be much like 
@MARYLAND 9012 did in the ACC: Clemson and Florida State 
QVIRGINIA separating themselves, with a showdown between 
GeorgiaTech the two (Oct. 19 in Death Valley) going a long way to 
@souTH an . determining the eventual conference champion. 
Thanks to Boyd's return and the possibility ofa 
rejuvenated Watkins, there’s no reason Clemson can't 
COACH reclaim the top spot in the ACC. 
Dabo Swinney 
palais ls So much of the Tigers’ offensive promise this year 
ite Aa alia a rests on Watkins, which isn’t that much different from 
Offensive coordinator: a year ago when he was coming off an otherworldly 
Chad Morris (third year) freshman season. 
Defensive coordinator: Watkins missed two games with suspension, sat 
Brent Vettes (secon Yee) out another and was held without a catch in Clemson's 
FASTFACTS bowl game. He managed 57 catches for 708 yards and 
2012 RECORD: 11-2 three touchdowns while deflecting attention away 
Beat LSUin the from the wildly successful DeAndre Hopkins (1,405 
Chick-fil-A Bowl, 25-24 yards, 18 TDs). 
Stadium: Memorial Stadium (81,500) Hopkins bolted for the NFL, leaving a gap as 
Tickets: 864-656-2118 Clemson's boundary receiver that Watkins is poised 
Neha trtclesitn to fill. And after a sophomore season in which 
Twitter: ACU athletics Watkins admitted to reporters this spring that he 


approached with more nonchalance than he should 
have, he is eager to bounce back. 
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The presence of Boyd, who has 
made Clemson’s offense run so 
effectively the past few years, only 
bolsters Watkins’ chances of reasserting 
himselfas one of the ACC’s most dangerous 
weapons. Boyd enters his third year as a starter 
and is among the surest things in the conference. 

It doesn’t hurt that the Tigers return four starters 
on the offensive line. Center Dalton Freeman is a 
significant loss, but Clemson should remain solid up 
front. 

That group will open holes for the latest in a long 
line of effective rushers, from James Davis to C.J. 
Spiller to Andre Ellington. The most likely candidate 
is senior Roderick McDowell, who ran for 450 yards 
and five touchdowns as Ellington’s backup a season 
ago. Boyd, who scampered for 514 yards, is Clemson’s 
leading returning rusher. 


The Tigers were perfectly middle-of-the-road on 
defense for much of last season before authoring a 
stellar performance against Louisiana State in the 
Chick-Fil-A Bowl. 

The same team both Florida State and N.C. State 
shredded and South Carolina managed nearly 450 
total yards against held LSU to 219 yards and offered 
reason to believe Clemson’s defense was beginning to 
coalesce into an especially stingy bunch. 

That might be an overly optimistic way of viewing 
things. Clemson loses five senior starters from its 
defense, and its penchant for piling up early points 
is usually going to leave opponents scrambling to 
quickly manufacture offense. 

That said, no one came close to dropping 70 points 
on the Tigers, as was the case in the Orange Bowl 
after the 2011 season. Clemson showed improvement, 
and will need to fortify its secondary to maintain that 
progress this year. 

Three starting defensive backs depart, with junior 
cornerback Garry Peters the lone returning starter. 
Finding replacements will be one of the biggest 
priorities for second-year coordinator Brent Venables. 


WATKINS: JOSHUA S. KELLY / US PRESSWIRE 


Clemson does enjoy some strength up front, even if end 
Malliciah Goodman is gone. End Corey Crawford, tackle Josh 
Watson and nose guard Grady Jarrett are all juniors who started 
for the bulk of last season, and their experience should serve the 


Tigers well. 


Also back are linebackers Spencer Shuey and Stephone 
Anthony, who ranked second and fourth on the roster in tackles, 


respectively. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Watkins handled some of the work on kickoff returns last 
season, and his electrifying style could lead to a special-teams 
score or two throughout the season. 

Kicker Chandler Catanzaro is also back after a strong junior 
campaign. Catanzaro was 18-of-19 on field-goal attempts, 
with the only miss coming from 48 yards. The Tigers relied 
on Spencer Benton for longer attempts as well as punting, but 
Benton’s graduation means they’ll need to find someone else to 


handle both roles. 


BOTTOM LINE 


One of Clemson’s most befuddling traits as a program for 
about a decade was its maddening inconsistency, to the point that 
absurd losses almost came to be expected. 

That wasn’ta problem last year, as the Tigers matured and 
efficiently handled business against less talented foes; the two 
teams they lost to went a combined 23-4. 

There's a real chance Clemson could encounter similar success 
this season. With Boyd, Watkins and an experienced offensive 
line, the Tigers have a chance to run offa third straight 10-win 
season and will again vie with Florida State for an Atlantic 


Division title. 


» RECRUITING REPORT 


2a sProrTs 


Clemson just missed 
ona few big-name 
players late—and had 
to suffer through the 
disappointment of having 
No.1 overall recruit Robert 
Nkemdiche commit in 
the summer and then 
de-commit last fall. Still, 
the Tigers put together 
an extremely good class 
that meta lot of their 
needs. All told, the group 
includes 11 players with 
four stars or better. 
Mackensie Alexander, who 
kept everyone guessing 
until the moment he 
announced for Clemson, 
was among the most 
heavily recruited players 
inthe country and is the 
jewel of the class. Also, 
the Tigers flipped safety 
Korrin Wiggins away from 
North Carolina on signing 
day, which helped them 
close witha bang. 

—Keith Niebuhr 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


(L > MACKENSIE ALEXANDER, CB 

Alexander, a5-10,180-pound cornerback from Immokalee, Fla., 
isa physical defensive back with an outstanding frame and 
wasa U.S. Army All-American. Given Clemson's great need at 
cornerback, he should hit the field early in 2013 and possibly 
evenstart. 

@ > DORIANO'DANIEL, LB 

The 6-1, 205-pound O'Daniel, whois from Good Counsel High 

in Olney, Md., played both ways in high school and was a solid 
running back at that level. At Clemson, though, the athleticand 
hard-hitting defender projects at outside linebacker, where 
early playing time is possible, 


S » TYRONECROWDER, OL 

Crowder doesn't possess great size, but the 6-0, 330-pounder 
from Richmond County High in Rockingham, N.C., is one of the 
more agile and flexible offensive linemen in the nation for the 
2013 class. Crowder, who will play guard, needs to work on his 
body some, but he was a major pickup for the Tigers. 


@ > TYSHONDYE, RB 

The 6-0, 208-pounder from Georgia's Elbert County Highwas 
one of the more complete running backs in the country. Big and 
physical, he can run hard in between the tackles, but he also has 
excellent speed, nice hands and solid one-cut ability, making 
him difficult to corral in space. 
SS » SHAQLAWSON, DE 

A6-4, 265-pounder from Hargrave Military Academy in 
Chatham, Va., Lawson isa powerful strongside defensive end 
who should be ready to contribute immediately after a year of 
seasoning at prep school. He enrolled in January, which should 
help him get on the field quickly. 


5-YEAR RECORD 
» 43-24 


= = NX 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


IMPACT PLAYER 


The ACC's Player of the Year in 
2012, Boyd returned to Clemson for 
his senior season. He has thrivedin 
coordinator Chad Morris’ offense 
and is as poised a quarterback as 
thereis inthe country. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


OFFENSE 

» PASSING 

Tajh Boyd 

GP Effic. Cmp-Att-int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 


1B) 165.6 | 287-427-13 | 67.2 |3896 36 2997 


» RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/6 
Tajh Boyd 13 186 514 «28 10 395 
» RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Ave TD Avg/G 
Sammy Watkins 10 57 708 124 3 708 
DEFENSE 
PTACKLES GP. Solo Assist Total 
Spencer Shuey B 50° 4 93 
» SACKS ___GP__No.__ Yards _ 
Vic Beasley 3 80 55 
PINTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Darius Robinson Miiyi 30 0 
Garry Peters ] 3 30 «0 
Quandon Christian 1| 7 | 70/0 
Stephone Anthony ] 0 00 60 
Travis Blanks ] 0 00 60 
2012 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC we i 
SCORING 533 323 
Points Per Game 4.0 24.8 
FIRST DOWNS 34] 246 
Rushing 146 99 
Passing 179 125 
Penalty 16 22 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2484 2027 
Yards gainedrushing 2825 2425 


Yards lost rushing 341 398 
Rushing Attempts 588 485 
Average Per Rush 42 42 
Average Per Game 191.1 155.9 
TDs Rushing 26 16 


PASSING YARDAGE 4181 3124 


Comp-Att-Int 318-474-14  248-427-13 
Average Per Pass 8.8 2B 
Average Per Catch 13] 12.6 
Average Per Game 321.6 240.3 
TDs Passing 40 B 
TOTALOFFENSE 6665 515] 
Total Plays 1062 912 
Average Per Play 63 5.6 


Average Per Game 5127 396.2 
KICKRETURNS: #-YDS 35-717 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 23-99 18-117 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 13-136 14-142 


DEPTH CHART eS 
OFFENSE 
QB Tajh Boyd (6-1, 225, Sr.) 
Cole Stoudt (6-5, 205, Jr.) 
RB Roderick McDowell (5-9, 195, Sr.) 
DJ. Howard (5-11, 195, Jr.) 
LT Brandon Thomas (6-3, 305, Sr.) 
Isaiah Battle (6-6, 280, So.) 
LG David Beasley (6-4, 315, Jr.) 
Kalon Davis (6-5, 330, Jr.) 
C Ryan Norton (6-3, 270, So.) 
Jay Guillermo (6-3, 290, Fr.) 
RG Tyler Shatley (6-3, 295, Sr.) 
Reid Webster (6-5, 285, Jr.) 
RT Gifford Timothy (6-6, 310, Jr.) 
Shag Anthony (6-4, 265, So.) 
TE Stanton Seckinger (6-4, 210, So.) 
Jordan Leggett (6-6, 235, Fr.) 
WR Sammy Watkins (6-1, 205, Jr.) 
Germone Hopper (6-0, 175, Fr.) 
WR Adam Humphries (5-11, 190, Jr.) 
Martavis Bryant (6-5, 200, Jr.) 
WR Charone Peake (6-3, 200, Jr.) 
Mike Williams (6-5, 205, Fr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Vic Beasley (6-3, 225, Jr.) 
Ebenezer Ogundeko (6-3, 230, Fr.) 

NG Grady Jarrett (6-1, 290, Jr.) 
D.J. Reader (6-3, 335, So.) 

DT Josh Watson (6-4, 285, Jr.) 
DeShawn Williams (6-1, 285, Jr.) 

DE Corey Crawford (6-5, 270, Jr.) 
Tavaris Barnes (6-4, 275, Jr.) 

LB Quandon Christian (6-2, 225, Sr.) 
Tony Steward (6-1, 235, Jr.) 

LB Spencer Shuey (6-3, 230, Sr.) 
Kellen Jones (6-1, 215, So.) 

LB Stephone Anthony (6-3, 235, Jr.) 
B.J. Goodson (6-1, 240, So.) 

CB Darius Robinson (5-10, 175, Sr.) 
Martin Jenkins (5-10, 180, Jr.) 

CB Garry Peters (6-0, 195, Jr.) 
Bashaud Breeland (6-0, 195, Jr.) 

S Travis Blanks (6-1, 190, So.) 
Jadar Johnson (6-1, 180, Fr.) 

S Robert Smith (5-1, 210, Jr.) 
Ronald Geohaghan (6-0, 200, Fr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Chandler Catanzaro (6-2, 195, Sr.) 
P Bradley Pinion (6-6, 230, So.) 


» > Sporting News All-American 


STATISTIC CEM | opp | 


KICK RETURN AVG. 20.5 39 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 43 6.5 
INT RETURN AVG. 10.5 10.1 
FUMBLES-LOST 19-7 29-10 
PENALTIES-YARDS 66-561 72-587 
Average Per Game 43.2 45.2 
PUNTS-YARDS 57-2235 74-2932 


Average Per Punt 39.2 39.6 
Net punt average 2 383 
TIMEOFPOSS./GAME — 28:48 BI 


3RD-DOWN CONV. 106/206 69/203 
3rd-Down Pct. 52% 34% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 14/18 1/26 
4th-Down Pct. 78% 42% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 34-257 3-201 
MISC YARDS 0 1h 
TDS SCORED 68 39 
FG-ATTEMPTS 19-22 1-22 
ATTENDANCE 569988 329663 
Games/AvgPerGame 7/81427 —-4/46606 
Neutral Site Games 2/71619 


SCOREBYQTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 
Clemson 150 197 92 94 0 533 
Opponent % 78 97 54 0 323 
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SEMINOLES 


CHEDULE 
- Ol 


, PITTSBURGH 
S.14 Nevada 
S.21 Bethune-Cookman 
S.28 @BOSTON COLLEGE 
0.5 Maryland 
0.19 @CLEMSON 
0.26 North Carolina State 
N.2 Miami (FL) 
N.9 @WAKE FOREST 
N.16 Syracuse 
N.23 Idaho 
N.3 @FLORIDA 

COACH 

Jimbo Fisher 

Fourth year (31-10) 

Career record: 31-10 

Defensive coordinator: 

Jeremy Pruitt (first year) 

FAST FACTS 


2012 RECORD: 12-2 

Beat Northern Illinois in the 

Orange Bowl, 31-10 

Stadium: Doak Campbell Stadium 
(82,300) 

Tickets: 888-378-6653 

Site: Tallahassee, Fla. 

Online: seminoles.com 

Twitter: @FSU_Footbalt 


FLORIDA STATE 


There's no escaping the long 
shadow of history at Florida 
State, which owns a pair of national 
championships and was a fixture in the top 
five at season’s end for a decade and a half. 

Jimbo Fisher started to craft his own history as 
head coach in Tallahassee last season. The Seminoles 
won the ACC for the first time since 2005. They 
won a BCS bowl (regardless of how lethargic the 
performance was) for the first time in 13-years. 

Naturally, many fans want more, and Florida 
State should be in position to contend for another 
conference championship this year. Fisher’s potent 
recruiting should ensure that the Seminoles don’t 
slide too much. Yet there was a significant exodus of 
talent—from quarterback E.J. Manuel to the entire 
starting defensive line—and it would probably be 
expecting a bit much for FSU to vie for a national title 
this year. 

Buta 10-win season? Another BCS bid? Those are 
quite possible, especially if the Seminoles effectively 
sort out their quarterback situation. 


OFFENSE 

As reliant on the run as Florida State was last 
season, Manuel was still a veteran presence under 
center. He completed 68 percent of his passes, threw 
for nearly 3,400 yards and started for the second 
straight year. 

Redshirt junior Clint Trickett, the most 
experienced of the contenders to replace Manuel, 
announced he would transfer less than a week after 
the end of spring practice. That leaves a three-way 
competition among redshirt freshman Jameis 
Winston and Sean Maguire and sophomore Jacob 
Coker to unfold in preseason camp. 

Regardless, Fisher's pick to take over for Manuel 
will have help, and lots of it. 

All five starters on the offensive line return, 
perhaps the best cushion a first-year quarterback 
could ask for. Guard Tre’ Jackson and center Bryan 
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MARIO EDWARDS 


Stork were second-team all-conference 
picks last season and should remain 
strong assets for the Seminoles. 
Most of the wideout corps is also intact, 
including last year’s team leader in receptions 
(Rashad Greene, who had 57), shifty senior Kenny 
Shaw and powerful 6-5 sophomore Kelvin Benjamin. 
Capable tight end Nick O’Leary returns to provide a 
reliable option in the passing game. 

Two of the Seminoles’ three 600-yard rushers 
come back as well. While Chris Thompson produced 
a fine start to his senior season, his injury gave an 
opportunity for juniors Devonta Freeman and James 
Wilder Jr. to further establish themselves. 

Freeman produced a pair of 10O-yard days down 
the stretch, while the rugged Wilder rushed for a pair 
of touchdowns in the ACC title game to earn MVP 
honors. Behind an established line, that pair should 
thrive and take pressure off of whoever emerges at 
quarterback. 


DEFENSE 

One of the biggest influences on Fisher's career is 
Alabama coach Nick Saban, and the most obvious 
similarity between the way the two men build 
programs is the priority placed on collecting defensive 
line talent. 

The Seminoles produced a pair of all-conference 
ends (Bjoern Werner and Tank Carradine) and a 
second-team All-ACC defensive tackle (Everett 
Dawkins), and all three (plus starting tackle Anthony 
McCloud) are gone. 

No matter. Florida State will just slide in well- 
regarded ends like Mario Edwards Jr. and Giorgio 
Newberry and productive tackles such as Timmy 
Jernigan and Demonte McAllister and promising 
sophomore Eddie Goldman. The line’s effectiveness 
might not initially match last year’s, but it possesses 
just as much (if not more) talent. 

Fisher also poached from Saban’s staff when 
defensive coordinator Mark Stoops took the 


EDWARDS: BOB DONNAN / USA TODAY SPORTS 


head-coaching job at Kentucky, hiring Alabama assistant 
Jeremy Pruitt to run Florida State’s defense. 

Pruitt coached defensive backs with the Crimson Tide, and 
he inherits a secondary with three starters returning. Lamarcus 
Joyner will move to cornerback (his original position coming 
out of high school) to help offset the loss of Xavier Rhodes, who 
turned pro with a year of eligibility remaining. Senior Terrence 
Brooks, who started all 14 games last year, is Florida State’s most 


experienced safety. 


The greatest concern on defense lies at linebacker, where 
only one starter (Christian Jones) returns. Jones had a team- 
high 95 tackles last season, including seven for loss, and will be 
depended on to help hold that unit together as it matures. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Dustin Hopkins might be one of the most difficult players 
for any team to replace. The Seminoles’ four-year kicker is the 
ACC's career scoring leader and the all-time NCAA leader in 
field goals made. Redshirt freshman Roberto Aguayo is expected 
to to be a more than capable replacement; he kicked a 58-yard 
field goal in the Seminoles’ spring game. 

Cason Beatty returns for his second season as the starting 
punter; while not called upon frequently, he dropped 23 of his 
47 attempts last season inside the 20 as a freshman. 


BOTTOM LINE 


Fisher continues to stack loaded recruiting classes on top of 
each other, ensuring the Seminoles are less vulnerable to early 
departures than they were for much of the last decade. Florida 
State shouldn’t experience a major slide, and there’s a decent 
chance it can grow into a top-10 team by season’s end. 

Still, the quarterback question is a significant one, and the 
combination of major losses on defense and a new coordinator 
means an adjustment period on that side of the ball isn’t out of 
the question. The Seminoles will be one of the ACC’s top teams 
again, but it might not be the smoothest ride to 10-plus wins. 


> RECRUITING REPORT 


2aa"sPorTs 
Wasthisthemoststa- § RATING THERECRUITS 
studded or highest-rated ‘L > MATTHEW THOMAS, LB 
Florida State recruiting A6-3,210-pound defender from Miami's Booker T. 


class? No. But let's give the 
Seminoles a lot of credit 
for putting together a 
top-10 group despite the 
fact coach Jimbo Fisher 
had to replace more than 
half his staff during a hectic 
offseason. When it was all 
said and done, Fisher found 
several excellent recruiters 
tojoin the program and his 
hires quickly paid off. For 
example, new defensive 
coordinator Jeremy Pruitt, 
who came over from 
Alabama, was instrumental 
inthe Seminoles landing 
Jalen Ramsey and flipping 
Demarcus Walker from the 
Tide. All things considered, 
what FSU did was extremely 
impressive. 

—Keith Niebuhr 


Washington, the five-star prospect has a perfect frame for his 
position, is lean and possesses excellent overall athleticism. 
A true sideline-to-sideline 'backer, he should get on the fielda 
decent amount in 2013. 

@ » JALENRAMSEY, CB 

The 6-0, 190-pound Ramsey, of Tennessee's Brentwood Acad- 
emy, was a terrific late recruiting pickup for the Seminoles. 
His size, arm length and ball skills made him one of the more 
talented cornerbacks nationally. 


3 > DEMARCUS WALKER, DE 

Anearly enrollee, the 6-3, 265-pound Walker flipped to 

FSU from Alabama in the Ith hour. The Jacksonville (Fla.) 
Sandalwood product should play early because the program 


4 > RYANGREEN, RB 

Aproduct of St. Petersburg Catholicin Florida, the 5-10, 
195-pounder was one of the best all-purpose backs nationally. 
Not only ishea true home-run threat rushing the ball, heis also 
avery good pass catcher who is extremely dangerous in space. 
S > IRADENSON, 06 

46-4, 322-pounder from Madison County (Fla.) High, Denson 
isa big, strong and physical lineman who was dominant 
against top-flight competition during the camp season. While 
he must get quicker feet, the other pieces are there for Denson 
tohelp strengthen FSU's line. 


5-YEAR RECORD 
» 47-20 


5 40 
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CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


IMPACT PLAYER 


An All-ACC pick at safety last 
season, Joyner (51 tackles in 2012) 
slides back over to corner for his 


senior season. While many of the 
pivotal pieces of 2012’s ferocious 
defense have moved on, Joyner 
will be one of the centerpieces of 
arevamped group as he returns to 
his original position. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 
OFFENSE 

» PASSING 

Clint Trickett 

GP__Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/6 
8 BIO | 2234-0 647 27220 340 
» RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 


DevontaFreeman 13 Ill 660 5918 508 


» RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg TD Avp/G 
Rashad Greene 4 57) 74) 13.0 6 529 
DEFENSE 
» TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Christian Jones 4 48 47) (95 
» SACKS GP No. Yards _ 
Demonte McAllister B35 7 
P INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg 1D 
TylerHunter 3/37 | 23} 0 
2012 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC. FSU OPP 
SCORING 550 206 
Points Per Game 393 47 
FIRST DOWNS 322 203 
Rushing M45 8] 
Passing 163 102 
Penalty 4 20 
RUSHING YARDAGE 2882 1287 
Yards gainedrushing 3209 9 
Yards lost rushing 227 432 
Rushing Attempts 53 469 
Average Per Rush 5.6 2] 
Average Per Game 205.9 91.9 
TDs Rushing 40 10 


PASSING YARDAGE 3709 2266 


Comp-Att-Int 288-428-10 — 221-453-11 
Average Per Pass 87 5.0 
Average Per Catch 29 103 
Average Per Game 264.9 161.9 
TDs Passing %4 B 

TOTAL OFFENSE 659] 3553 
Total Plays 94] 922 

_ Average Per Play 10 39 


Average Per Game 410.8 253.8 
KICK RETURNS: #-YDS 
PUNT RETURNS: #-YDS 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 2 10-69 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 
QB Jameis Winston (6-4, 218, Fr.) 
Jacob Coker (6-6, 235, So.) 
TB James Wilder Jr. (6-2, 226, Jr.) 
Devonta Freeman (5-9, 209, Jr.) 
FB Chad Abram (6-0, 240, Sr.) 
LT Cameron Erving (6-6, 310, Jr.) 
Jonathan Wallace (6-7, 290, Sr.) 
LG Josue Matias (6-6, 326, Jr.) 
Ruben Carter (6-4, 294, So.) 
C Bryan Stork (6-4, 312, Sr.) 
Austin Barron (6-3, 295, Jr.) 
RG Tre Jackson (6-4, 327, Jr.) 
Sterling Lovelady (6-3, 291, Jr.) 
RT Bobby Hart (6-4, 316, Jr) 
Trey Pettis (6-5, 342, So.) 
TE Nick O'Leary (6-3, 238, Jr.) 
Kevin Haplea (6-4, 247, Sr.) 
WR Rashad Greene (6-0, 175, Jr.) 
Kenny Shaw (6-0, 170, Sr.) 
WR Greg Dent (5-11, 195, Sr.) 
Kelvin Benjamin (6-5, 242, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Mario Edwards Jr. (6-3, 282, So.) 
Chris Casher (6-4, 248, Fr.) 

NT Timmy Jernigan (6-2, 298, Jr.) 
Nile Lawrence-Stample (6-1, 314, So.) 

DT Demonte McAllister (6-2, 285, Sr.) 
Eddie Goldman (6-4, 320, So.) 

DE Giorgio Newberry (6-6, 273, So.) 
Dan Hicks (6-4, 259, Sr.) 

LB Christian Jones (6-4, 232, Sr.) 
Reggie Northrop (6-1, 220, So.) 

LB Terrance Smith (6-4, 214, So.) 
Nigel Terrell (6-1, 223, Jr.) 

LB Telvin Smith (6-3, 215, Sr.) 
Ukeme Eligwe (6-3, 231, Fr.) 

CB Lamarcus Joyner (5-8, 195, Sr.) 
Keelin Smith (6-3, 187, So.) 

CB Nick Waisome (5-10, 170, Jr.) 
Ronald Darby (5-11, 189, So.) 

S_ Karlos Williams (6-1, 230, Jr.) 
Tyler Hunter (5-11, 190, Jr.) 

S Terrence Brooks (5-11, 197, Sr.) 
Lamarcus Brutus (6-0, 193, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Roberto Aguayo (6-1, 212, Fr.) 
P Cason Beatty (6-3, 229, So.) 


> Sporting News All-American 


STATISTIC FSU 


KICK RETURN AVG. 14.6 169 
PUNTRETURNAVG. 143 10.9 
INTRETURN AVG. 15.6 69 
FUMBLES-LOST 4-11 19-10 
PENALTIES-YARDS 89-809 69-589 
Average Per Game 57.8 42) 
PUNTS-YARDS 49-1808 105-4350 
Average Per Punt 36.9 414 
Net punt average 34] 357 
TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 30:03 29:57 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 69/163 60/220 
3rd-Down Pct. 42% 27% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 3/6 Wa 
4th-Down Pct. 50% 63% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 36-278 26-183 
MISC YARDS 0 0 
TDS SCORED 68 B 
FG-ATTEMPTS 2530 15-18 
ATTENDANCE 601281 298549 
Games/AvgPerGame 8/75160 —_5/59710 
Neutral Site Games 64778 


SCOREBYOTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 
Florida State 145 165 133 107 0 550 
Opponent 36 47 47 76 0 206 


Follow Sporting News on Twitter @sportingnews 4] 
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2013 SCHEDULE 


Louisiana Tech 
Richmond 
Clemson 

Central Michigan 
@WAKE FOREST 
Syracuse 
@FLORIDA STATE 
North Carolina 
@DUKE 
@BOSTON COLLEGE 
East Carolina 
Maryland 


COACH 
Dave Doeren 
First year 

Career record: 23-4 


Offensive coordinator: 
Matt Canada (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Dave Huxtable (first year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 7-6 

Lost to Vanderbilt in the 

Music City Bowl, 38-24 
Stadium: Carter-Finley Stadium 
(57,583) 

Tickets: 919-865-1510 

Site: Raleigh 

Online: gopack.com 

Twitter: @PackFootball 


BRYAN 
UNDERWOOD 


Make no mistake: The expectations at N.C. State are elevated now, 
perhaps as much as ever. Now comes the matter of figuring out ifnew 
coach Dave Doeren—who was 23-4 in two seasons at Northern Ilinois— 
can actually fulfill them after Tom O'Brien was jettisoned after six seasons. 


Of Doeren’s many tasks in his first season, one of the most important will 


be deciding on a quarterback to replace two-year starter Mike Glennon. 


Colorado State transfer Pete Thomas, who sat out last year, would seem 


to be most logical choice. Thomas started 21 games in two seasons with the 
Rams, throwing for 4,269 yards, 18 touchdowns and 22 interceptions. His 
primary competition is inexperienced sophomore Manny Stocker. 
Regardless of who wins the job, expect the Wolfpack to adopt a more 
run-centric approach. Shadrach Thornton (694 rushing yards in 2012) 
and Tony Creecy (476) handled the bulk of the carries last fall and could 


see their respective workloads increase. 


State returns a pair of dependable receivers in Quintin Payton and 


Bryan Underwood. The offensive line, however, will be a question mark; 


the Wolfpack must find new starters for all three interior spots. 


Even with David Amerson’s departure to the NFL, there are some 
capable pieces in the secondary. Senior Dontae Johnson capably moved 
from safety to cornerback last year, and his versatility should make him 
one of the Wolfpack’s most valuable players as the program transitions in 


Doeren’s first season. There are big concerns at linebacker, where N.C. State 


lost two full-time starters and the returnees own a combined seven career 
starts. The Wolfpack does get a boost with the return of senior outside 
’backer D.J. Green, who started for half of the 2011 season, back froma 
yearlong suspension. N.C. State was middle-of-the-road—both in the ACC 


and nationally—in just about every 
way on defense last season. 


Teams can handle change in 
different ways, and it could be a 
tough first year for Doeren. But 
the schedule—eight home games, 
with trips to Duke and Wake 
Forest—is favorable enough that 
the Wolfpack could turn ina 
winning season. 
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IMPAGT PLAYER 
Bryan Underwood, WR 4# A 
Few receivers were as efficient 
as Underwood for much of last 
season. Ten of his 44 receptions 

went for touchdowns, and he 


scored in each of N.C. State's first 
eight games. If he can establisha 
similar rapport with the Wolfpack’s 
new starting quarterback, he'll 
remain a dangerous option inthe 
passing game. 
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PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Pete Thomas (6-6, 234, Jr.) 
RB Tony Creecy (5-11, 210, Jr.) 

LT Rob Crisp (6-7, 298, Sr.) 

LG Duran Christophe (6-6, 300, Sr.) 
C Joe Thuney (6-5, 276, So.) 

RG Alex Barr (6-7, 326, So.) 

RT Tyson Chandler (6-7, 360, Jr.) 
TE Asa Watson (6-3, 237, Sr.) 
WR Bryan Underwood (5-9, 177, Jr.) 
WR Rashard Smith (5-9, 175, Sr.) 
WR Quintin Payton (6-4, 211, Sr.) 


DE ArtNorman (6-0, 243, Jr.) 

DT T.Y. McGill (6-1, 293, Jr.) 

NT Thomas Teal (6-1, 312, Jr.) 

DE Mike Rose (6-3, 252, So.) 

LB D.J.Green (6-4, 228, Sr.) 

LB MJ. Salahuddin (6-2, 220, So.) 
LB Brandon Pittman (6-2, 222, Jr.) 
CB Dontae Johnson (6-2, 195, Sr.) 
CB Juston Burris (6-1, 203, So.) 
FS Jarvis Byrd (5-11, 183, Sr.) 

SS_ Hakim Jones (6-2, 198, So.) 


K Niklas Sade (6-3, 212, Jr.) 
P WilBaumann (6-6, 190, Jr.) 


2aysronrs 
» JOHNATHAN ALSTON, LB 
Alstonisa four-star prospect and the latest FBS-level 
recruit from Bunn (N.C.) High. At6-3 and 280 pounds, 
he’s aversatile athlete who projects best as a linebacker, 
where his best chance toget on the field early lies. 


» TYLAR REAGAN, 0G 
Reagan, a 6-5, 280-pound interior lineman from Bartram 
Trail High in Jacksonville, Fla., has a good frameand the 
upside to be acontributor for the Wolfpack in time. 


» KENTON GIBBS, DT 
New N.C. State head coach Dave Doeren and his staff 
dialed up some connections in the Motor City to land the 
6-3, 290-pound Gibbs, an athletic prospect from Cass 
Tech in Detroit. 


» MONTY NELSON, DT 
Like Gibbs, this Plantation High product from Fort Lauder- 
dale, Fla. hasexcellent athleticism forhis size (6-2, 280). He 
could bea contributor by his second seasonin Raleigh. 
» JOSHMERCER, RB 
Mercer was one of the better preprunning backs ineast 
Georgia during his career at South Effingham High in Guy- 
ton. The three-star prospect has good speed and isn’t what 
you would call “small” despite being 5-11 and 185 pounds. 


—JC Shurburtt 


UNDERWOOD: GERRY BROOME / AP 


DIGGS: NICK WASS / AP 


CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB C.J. Brown (6-3, 210, Sr.) 

TB Brandon Ross (5-10, 205, So.) 
FB Tyler Cierski (6-0, 262, Jr.) 

LT Mike Madaras (6-5, 290, So.) 
LG De'Onte Amett (6-4, 290, Jr.) 
C Sal Conaboy (6-4, 290, Jr.) 
RG Andrew Zeller (6-6, 295, So.) 
RT Nick Klemm (6-5, 300, Sr.) 
TE Dave Stinebaugh (6-4, 250, Sr.) 

WR DeonLong (6-1, 180, Jr.) 

WR Stefon Diggs (6-1, 185, So.) 


DE Quinton Jefferson (6-4, 270, So.) 
NT Darius Kilgo (6-3, 300, Jr.) 
DE Keith Bowers (6-1, 270, Jr.) 
OLB Alex Twine (6-0, 230, Jr.) 
ILB L.A Goree (6-2, 240, Jr.) 
ILB Cole Farrand (6-3, 245, Jr.) 
OLB Marcus Whitfield (6-3, 240, Sr.) 
CB Dexter McDougle (5-11, 195, Sr.) 
CB Jeremiah Johnson (6-0, 190, Jr.) 
S Sean Davis (6-1, 185, So.) 
S Anthony Nixon (6-1, 205, So.) 


K Brad Craddock (6-1, 180, So.) 
P Nathan Renfro (6-1, 205, So.) 


© Sporting News All-American 


LIP RPOnrs 


» DERWINGRAY, OT 
The 6-5, 295-pound prospect from Friendship 
Academy in Washington, D.C., was a huge recruiting 
get for assistant coach Mike Locksley and the Terps. 


» DEONLONG, WR 
The 6-0, 190-pound juco wideout from lowa Western 
has already enrolled and should give the Terps a 
legitimate receiving threat opposite Stefon Diggs. 


» YANNICK NGAKOUE, LB 
This 6-3, 240-pound Under Armour All-American 
instantly upgrades the Terps’ defense. He was known 
for his pass rushing in the Washington, D.C., prep ranks. 


» WILL LIKELY, ATH 
At5-7and171 pounds, Likely was one of the best 
pound-for-pound prep players inthecountry last 
year at Glades Central High in Belle Glade, Fla. 

» SHANE COCKERILLE, QB 
Maryland may have not been such a disaster on offense 
last season had the 6-1 Baltimore Gilman dual threat 


beenrunning the show. 
—JC Shurburtt 


MARYLAND 


» ) sTEFONDIGGS 

The first day of preseason camp will provide a welcome sight for 
Maryland coach Randy Edsall. Perhaps a half-dozen quarterbacks, all in 
yellow non-contact jerseys, will scamper about as the Terrapins close in 
on Edsall’s third season. 

His first year was a steaming 2-10 mess, an undeniable disaster on 
many fronts. His second year, which offered some promise initially, was 
done in by injuries. Namely, Maryland was doomed by four season- 
ending injuries to quarterbacks that necessitated using true freshman 
linebacker Shawn Petty at QB for the final four games. It’s tough to win 
without a quarterback, as Maryland learned last year. That problem 
shouldn't be quite so dire this fall. 


It can’t possibly get any worse for the Terps, who finished last nationally 2013 SCHEDULE 
in total offense last season and mustered more than 21 points in just three , 

A Florida International 
games, The return of quarterback C.J. Brown, last year’s presumptive Old Dominion 
starter who tore a knee ligament in an August noncontact drill, will help @CONNECTICUT 
immensely, If he is back to full health, Brown can provide the elusiveness QWEST VIRGINIA® 
required to effectively run coordinator Mike Locksley’s zone-read scheme. @FLORIDA STATE 

He'll have two talented targets to work with to assure a healthy passing Virginia 
game as well. Wideout Stefon Diggs lived up to his massive recruiting G@WAKE FOREST 
hype asa freshman, hauling in 848 yards receiving and six touchdowns Clemson 
despite serving as an obvious center of attention. He'll have help from Syracuse 
former University of New Mexico receiver Deon Long. QVIRGINIA TECH 

Maryland’s big offensive question is up front. Last year’s line was erratic, soni oon 
and there are few sure things besides sophomore tackle Mike Madaras. al 4 

*At Baltimore, MD 

Line mainstays A.J. Francis and Joe Vellano and inside linebacker 
Demetrius Hartsfield are among the many players the Terps graduated COACH ’ 
from the 2ist-ranked total defense in the country. There are some Randy Edsal 
interesting holdovers. ek year as ae 
Cornerbacks Jeremiah Johnson a mab earls 

le had IMPACT PLAYER 

and Dexter McDougle ha Offensive coordinator: 

: BrandonRoss,RB 4 /@ ; : 
stretches of solid play last year, Mike Locksley (second year) 
while Cole Farrand has a chance Maryland cycled through four Defensive coordinator: 
to be the latest in a long line of running backs last eae never Brian Stewart (second year) 

. settling on one asall struggled to 
Sneak: some degree or another behind FAST FACTS 
ashaky line. Edsall would like to 2012 RECORD: 4-8 


have a three-down back, and Ross 


Stadium: Byrd Stadium (54,000) 


ERRAPINS 


If Maryland can stay healthy, 
there are enough pieces in place to 
win six games and reach a bowl in 
the Terps’ ACC swan song. 


might be the best candidate to 
emerge as a workhorse. He had 
two 100-yard days last November 
and finished with a team-high 390 
yards in just six games. 


Tickets: 301-314-7070 
Site: College Park, Md. 
Online: umterps.com 
Twitter: Gumterps 


Daily coverage at sportingnews.com/ncaa-football 43 
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2013 SCHEDULE 


@PENN STATE* 
@NORTHWESTERN 
Wagner 

Tulane 

Clemson 

@NORTH CAROLINA STATE 
@GEORGIA TECH 
Wake Forest 
@MARYLAND 
@FLORIDA STATE 
Pittsburgh 

Boston College 

*At East Rutherford, NJ 


ancie 


SLOLL Sid iel 


First year 


Offensive coordinator: 
George McDonald (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Chuck Bullough (first year) 


FAST FACTS 


‘a 8-5 


Beat West Virginia in the 
Pinstripe Bowl, 38-14 

Stadium: Carrier Dome (49,262) 
Tickets; 1-888-DOMETIX 

Site: Syracuse, NY. 

Online: suathletics.com 
Twitter: @Cuse 


4 
PRINCE-TYSON GULLE 


The last time Syracuse brought in a new coach, it appeared it would be 
a tall task just to achieve respectability. Things aren’t quite so imposing 
for Scott Shafer, who took over the Orange in January after Doug 
Marrone left to become the Buffalo Bills’ head coach. Marrone guided 
Syracuse to a 25-25 record and two bow! wins over the last four years. 

Shafer served as Syracuse’s defensive coordinator for the entirety 
of Marrone’s tenure and should enjoy one of the smoother transitions 
among new coaches nationally. But there are still problems to solve as 
the Orange moves into the ACC. 


Departed quarterback Ryan Nassib turned in a stellar senior year, 
throwing for 3,749 yards and 26 touchdowns. Nassib accounted for all 
but four of Syracuse's passes over the last two years, suggesting there 
are no established in-house options to replace him. Enter Drew Allen, 
who transferred from Oklahoma and enrolled at Syracuse as a graduate 
student. He will be eligible to play immediately and could be the favorite. 

Whoever emerges at quarterback will have reliable tailback Jerome 
Smith to work with. Smith is coming offa 1,000-yard season that 
featured five 100-yard games, including a career-high 152 yards in the 
Pinstripe Bowl. Three starters on the offensive line are also back. 


Many of the Orange's top players a year ago were seniors—and that 
could cause some headaches in Syracuse’s first run through the ACC. 

There are holes at every level of the defense, but the Orange still own 
a significant presence in linebackers Dyshawn Davis (14 tackles for loss) 
and Marquis Spruill (9). 

Overall, Syracuse ranked sixth in the country last season in tackles 
for loss, and the Orange will attempt to be just as disruptive in their new 
conference. 


On special teams, kicker Ross Hh) be 
Krautman made 15 of 23 field goals, 
while punter Jonathan Fisher nee ESS Be 
averaged 38.4 yards per attempt. The Orange’s No. 2 rusher for 


much of last season, Gulley turned 
ina213-yard day against West 
Virginia to earn MVP honors in the 


Syracuse won't push Clemson 
or Florida State in the Atlantic 
Division. But if they finda 
quarterback, the Orange should 
go bowling in back-to-back years 
for the first time since 1995-99. 
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Pinstripe Bowl. Whether that’s a 
preview of what's to come remains 
to be seen, but Gulley should 
continue to provide an explosive 
complement to consistent 
workhorse back Jerome Smith. 


CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Drew Allen (6-5, 226, Sr.) 
RB Jerome Smith (6-0, 217, Sr.) 
RB Prince-Tyson Gulley (5-10, 192, Sr.) 
LT SeanHickey (6-5, 287, Sr.) 
LG Nick Robinson (6-5, 270, Jr.) 
C Macky MacPherson (6-2, 286, Sr.) 
RG Rob Trudo (6-3, 282, Jr.) 
RT Ivan Foy (6-4, 311, Jr.) 
TE Beckett Wales (6-3, 230, Sr.) 
WR Jarrod West (6-2, 202, Jr.) 
WR Quinta Funderburk (6-3, 190, Jr.) 


DE Robert Welsh (6-3, 259, Sr.) 
DT Jay Bromley (6-4, 290, Jr.) 

DT John Raymon (6-5, 319, So.) 
DE Micah Robinson (6-4, 270, Sr.) 
LB Dyshawn Davis (6-2, 212, Jr.) 
LB Marquis Spruill (6-0, 224, Sr.) 
LB Cameron Lynch (5-11, 225, Jr.) 
CB Brandon Reddish (5-11, 183, Jr.) 
CB KeonLyn (6-1, 194, Sr.) 

S Durell Eskridge (6-3, 198, Jr.) 

S Wayne Morgan (5-10, 191, So.) 


K Ross Krautman (5-7, 161, Sr.) 
P Jonathan Fisher (6-1, 209, Jr.) 


Papsronrs 
WAYNE WILLIAMS, DT 
This 6-5, 335-pound juco prospect out of ASA College in 
Brooklyn, N.Y., has a chance to make aninstant impact 
for Syracuse on the defensive interior. 


» COREY COOPER, WR 
Orange assistant George McDonald wooed the 6-1, 
190-pound Cooper out of Millbrook High in Raleigh, N.C., 
thesame high school that produced current Georgia 
running back Keith Marshall. Cooper, a Semper Fidelis 
All-American, isa very sure-handed wideout. 


» KENDALL MOORE, OT 
From Chicago's Simeon High, Moore has a good frame 
(6-5, 265) and upside and should be able tohelp the 
Orange relatively early in the ACC at offensive tackle. 


» CHAUNCEY SCISSUM, CB 
The size (6-1, 190) and upside of this Henrietta, NY., 
product at the cornerback position is intriguing. 


» ISAIAH JOHNSON, DE 
The6-5, 270-pound Johnson was recruited to Syracuse out 
of Eastern Christian in Elkton, Md.,as.adefensiveend, but 
his highest upsideis at offensive tackle. Ifhemakes that 
switch, he'll improve his chances of makinganimmediate 


impact in the ACC. 
ag —JC Shurburtt 


GULLEY: KATHY WILLENS / AP 


CAMPANARO: JEREMY BREVARD / USA TODAY SPORTS 


ry 


ee 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

QB Tanner Price (6-5, 205, Sr.) 

TB Josh Harris (5-11, 210, Sr.) 

FB Jordan Garside (5-10, 235, Jr.) 

LT Dylan Intemann (6-5, 310, So.) 
LG Joel Suggs (6-6, 300, Fr.) 

C_ Whit Barnes (6-3, 300, Sr.) 

RG Frank Souza (6-4, 310, Sr.) 

RT Hunter Goodwin (6-6, 300, So.) 
TE Spencer Bishop (6-2, 240, Sr.) 
WR Sherman Ragland Ill (6-2, 195, So.) 
FL Michael Campanaro (5-11, 190, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Kris Redding (6-4, 275, Sr.) 
NG Nikita Whitlock (5-1, 250, Sr.) 
DE Zach Thompson (6-5, 265, Sr.) 
OLB Kevis Jones (6-2, 230, Fr.) 
ILB_ Mike Olson (6-3, 230, Sr.) 
OLB Justin Jackson (6-1, 230, Sr.) 
CB Allen Ramsey Il (6-0, 190, So.) 
CB_ Kevin Johnson (6-1, 175, Jr.) 
FS AJ. Marshall (6-0, 195, Sr.) 
SS James Ward (5-10, 170, So.) 
SS Merrill Noel (5-10, 180, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Chad Hedlund (6-1, 185, So.) 
P Alexander Kinal (6-4, 210, So.) 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


ZAI aPONTs 


L > MICHAEL STEVENSON, S 

The 6-0, 175-pound Stevenson, from Clearwater (Fla.) 
Central Catholic, has good range and ball skills and was 
the 247Composite’s No. 68 safety prospect nationally. 


@ » DUKEEJIOFOR, DE 

Ejiofor, a 6-4, 210-pound jumbo athlete from Taylor 
High in Houston, switched his commitment from 
Rice to the Demon Deacons late in the process. 


S » TYREEHARRIS, WR 
Wake held off alate push from Miami to land Harris, a 
6-2, 180-pound speedster from from Marietta, Ga. 


@ » WENDELL DUNN, OLB 

The 6-3, 210-pound Dunn, from Palmetto High in Miami, 
was committed to UCF prior to flipping to Wake Forest 
late. Dunnis tall with a good frameand could also 


Wake coach Jim Grobe made a rare foray into Texas, 
grabbing the 6-0, 195-pound Wortham out of Hebron 
High in Carrollton. 


—Brandi Mills 
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<, __ WAKEFOREST 


DEMON DEACONS 


—_ 


After generally overachieving during much of Jim Grobe’s decade- 
plus watch in Winston-Salem, last year was a reversal. Done in by 
injuries and suspensions, the Demon Deacons were often toothless on 
offense and stumbled to a 5-7 record. 

Wake Forest had three cracks at bow] eligibility, but was outscored 
130-27 by N.C. State, Notre Dame and Vanderbilt to close out its fourth 
consecutive losing season. There was one bow] appearance in that 
stretch, but there’s no question Grobe would like to recapture the magic 
of earlier in his tenure. 


OFFENSE 


The Demon Deacons won't look like the same bunch that ranked 113th 


nationally in rushing offense, 114th in scoring offense and 117th in total 
offense last year. 

They will look familiar to Wake fans, though. 

Grobe and offensive coordinator Steed Lobotzke spent much of the 
spring preparing a shift back to an option offense, the sort of look the 
Demon Deacons often provided in the first half of Grobe’s tenure. 

This might seem to veer away from two of Wake’s greatest offensive 
assets, but both could benefit from the switch. Quarterback Tanner 
Price was a multifaceted threat in high school, but Wake’s limited depth 
early in his career prompted the Deacons to stick with a more cautious, 
conventional approach until now. 

Meanwhile, wideout Michael Campanaro might not be in line to 
average 7.9 receptions per game, but he'll remain a vital threat ina 
passing game that will be impossible to forget about. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

While the offense had its issues last year, Wake Forest didn’t have a 
particularly reliable defense to fall back on, either. There are productive 
pieces, though, that could spura 
turnaround this season. The most 
notable of the bunch is senior 
linebacker Justin Jackson, who had 
a team-high 82 tackles (8.5 for loss) 


IMPAGT PLAYER 
[Michael Campanaro, WR 7/4 


and four sacks a season ago. Last season, Campanaro broke 
ahandearly inaloss to Duke and 
missed the Deacons’ setback at 
BOTTOM LINE Maryland the next week. Wake 
There’s a lot for Wake to Forest lost those games bya 
improve on, but in 12 years under combined 12 points, and it’s nothard 
Grobe, the Deacons have entered to fathom it salvaging at least a split 
November with no bowl hopes (and securing a bowl bid) if its most 


just once. Expect the Deacons to 
wind up close to .500 despite their 
issues. 


dangerous player was available. His 
health and productivity will again be 
crucial this fall. 


2013 SCHEDULE 

A.29 Presbyterian 
S.6 @BOSTON COLLEGE 
S.14 Louisiana-Monroe 
5.21 @ARMY 
S.28 @CLEMSON 
0.5 North Carolina State 
0.19 Maryland 
0.26 MIAMI (FL) 
N.2 @SYRACUSE 
N.9 Florida State 
N.23 Duke 
N.30 @VANDERBILT 


COACH 

Jim Grobe 

B3thyear (73-74) 
Career record: 106-107 


Offensive coordinator: 

Steed Lobotzke (1ith year) 
Defensive coordinators: 

Brian Knorr and Tim Billings (third year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 5-7 
Stadium: BB&T Field (31,500) 
Tickets: 1-888-758-DEAC 
Site: Winston-Salem, N.C. 
Online: wakeforestsports.com 
Twitter: @WakeFB 
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BOSTON COLLEGE 


EAGLES 


2013 SCHEDULE 
A.31 Villanova 
S.6 Wake Forest 
S.14 @USC 
S.28 Florida State 
0.5 Army 
0.12 @CLEMSON 
0.26 @NORTH CAROLINA 
N.2 Virginia Tech 
NO @NEW MEXICO STATE 
N.16 North Carolina State 
N.23 @MARYLAND 
N.30 @SYRACUSE 

COACH 

Steve Addazio 

First year 

Career record: 13-1] 

Offensive coordinator: 

Ryan Day (first year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Don Brown (first year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 2-10 

Stadium: Alumni Stadium (44,500) 

Tickets: 617-552-GOBC 

Site: Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

Online: beeagles.com 

Twitter: @BCFootballNews 


CHASERETTIG 


Bdwe 


Brad Bates arrived in Chestnut Hill last fall as the Eagles’ new athletic 


director, and it didn’t take long for him to make a change with the football 
program. Frank Spaziani, who oversaw four years of diminishing 


returns, was ousted shortly after the 2012 season ended. Bates then 
brought in New England native Steve Addazio, who spent the last two 
years directing the Temple program. Addazio’s task will be infusing life 
into a program that has endured a decrease in victories in every year 
since star quarterback Matt Ryan departed for the NFL after the 2007 


season. 


OFFENSE 


Between his time as offensive coordinator at Florida and head coach at 
Temple, Addazio has shown a fondness for a dynamic running game. He 
inherits a solid power rusher in Andre Williams, who impressed during 
early scrimmages in spring practice and managed 599 yards in nine games 
last season. However, there is some strength in the passing game as well. 
Three-year starter Chase Rettig is coming offa3,000-yard season as the 
BC quarterback. The Eagles also return Alex Amidon, who set single- 
season school records in receptions (78) and receiving yards (1,210) last 
fall. How well that pitch-and-catch combo fits into Addazio’s offense 


remains to be seen. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 


Perhaps the most jarring part of Boston College's decline in recent years 
is the sorry state of its defense. The Eagles were long known for their stout 
defensive linemen, who in turn allowed capable linebackers to pile up 
large tackle totals. Last season, BC ranked 111th nationally against the run 
and dead last (120th) in both sacks and tackles for loss. 

The Eagles should at least be more interesting to watch thanks to new 
defensive coordinator Don Brown, a former head coach at Massachusetts 
who has served as a coordinator at Maryland and Connecticut in recent 
years. His penchant for applying pressure from unexpected places has 
served his teams well. Linebackers Steele Divitto and Kevin Pierre-Louis, 
both coming off of decent seasons, could be helped by that approach. 

On special teams, Boston College led the country in punt-return 


average last year, thanks largely 
to junior Spiffy Evans (25.3 yards 
per return), The Eagles’ problem 
was Evans had only 11 returns 
all season. Also back is reliable 
senior kicker Nate Freese, who is 
42-for-46 on field goals inside of 
AO yards. 


BOTTOM LINE 

The Eagles should show some 
improvement, and the defense 
can’t help but be better, but a third 
straight losing season appears 
likely. 
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IMPACT PLAYER 
|ChaseRettig,QB_ 7 /@ 

Rettig ranks fourth in school 
history in passing yardage, and has 
started 32 consecutive games for 
the Eagles. He showed progress 


last year despite the trying 
conditions around him, and his 
presence provides at least some 
hope the Eagles could contend 
for a bowl bid. How he’s used in 
BC’s new offense could dictate his 
effectiveness as a senior. 


5-VEAR RECORD 
» 30-34 


CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONAL TITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
QB Chase Rettig (6-3, 213, Sr.) 
RB Andre Williams (6-0, 220, Sr.) 
LT Dave Bowen (6-7, 285, So.) 
LG lan White (6-5, 303, Sr.) 
C Andy Gallik (6-3, 300, Jr.) 
RG Harris Williams (6-4, 30), Jr.) 
RT Seth Betancourt (6-6, 304, Jr.) 
TE Mike Naples (6-4, 237, Sr.) 
WR Alex Amidon (5-11, 186, Sr.) 
WR Spiffy Evans (6-0, 184, Jr.) 
WR Johnathan Coleman (6-4, 228, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Mehdi Abdesmad (6-6, 270, Jr.) 
DT Brian Mihalik (6-8, 285, Jr.) 
DT Connor Wujciak (6-4, 267, So.) 
DE Kasim Edebali (6-2, 258, Sr.) 
LB Kevin Pierre-Louis (6-1, 215, Sr.) 
LB Steele Divitto (6-3, 238, Sr.) 
LB Steven Daniels (6-0, 225, So.) 
DB AlLouis-Jean (6-2, 195, So.) 
DB Manny Asprilla (5-10, 167, Jr.) 
DB Spenser Rositano (6-1, 200, Jr.) 
DB Sean Sylvia (6-0, 210, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Nate Freese (6-0, 185, Sr.) 
P Alex Howell (6-5, 202, So.) 


RATING THE RECRUITS 

‘L » TEVIN MONTGOMERY, DT 
Montgomery, a 6-5, 295-pound line prospect from Tabor 
Academy in Marion, Mass., has a chance to play early in 
his careerin Chestnut Hill. 


@ » MACKAYLOWRIE,QB 

The 6-4, 200-pound Lowrie starred at The Roxbury Latin 
School in West Roxbury, Mass., and was impressive at 
the Elite 11 workout at New York in April. Hehasa strong 
armandis Massachusetts’ No. 5-ranked prospect. 


3 » JACK COTTRELL, LB 

Many consider Cottrell, a 6-4, 220-pound defender from 
Eden Prairie (Minn.) High, a steal. He has excellent size 
and athleticism andisa skilled pass rusher. 


4 > DREWBARKSDALE, WR 

Barksdale, a 6-0, 185-pound playmaker from Solon High 
in Ohio, was one of five prospects from the Buckeye 
State that Boston College signed in this class. Hewasa 
high school quarterback who will be asked tomake the 
transition to wideout. 


S » JAMES WALSH, QB 

Walsh, a 6-2, 186-pound signal-caller from Dublin (Ohio) 
Coffman, was the No. 56 pro-style quarterback nation- 
ally, according to the 247Composite ranking. 


—Brandi Mills 


RETTIG: WINSLOW TOWNSON / AP 


A revelation and a destination from Wayne Allyn Root 


Sometimes I’m on a Roll, but 
I’m Always on a Mission. 


And that mission is to make you more money 


than you ever made before on football! 


You've seen me on TV. Or profiled in business magazines — 
always surrounded by so much praise you probably think 
it’s hype. Who IS this guy? Is he for real? 


Now you're going to get your answer and you will like 
it. Because, yes, | am that Wayne Root. I have sought media 
attention. But I’m On A Mission: to pick more winners 
and make more money for my customers than anybody 
that ever lived! 


And I’m succeeding. | have been at or near the top every 
year since | started. And I keep getting better! My job doesn't 
get easier. It gets tougher because I demand more and 
more of myself for my customers. 


Last year for the 8th time in 9 years, | released more out- 
right upset winners than anybody in football: 74! No, I don’t 
mean COVERS —I give you those all the time. I mean out- 
right upsets where you Can bet the money line and collect at 
ODDS, cashing $200, $300, $400—even $800 on a $100 bet! I 
released 74 such money making monsters last year, 66 in ‘11, 
71 in 10 and 82 in ‘09 no one in football comes within miles 
of me. But then you, knew that that. 


Now how would you like to play my nifty covers, my back- 
door covers and my dogs-that-win- straight-up - and cash the 
safest, biggest bets of your life! | mean my Upset Club. It 
makes the most sense because it makes the most dollars. 
Look how we exploded off the snap in Weeks | & 2 last year: 


8/30 Vandy +6%2 SC 13-17 W 9/8 W.Forest+10%NC 28-17 
8/30 BYU -12 Wash St 30-6 W 9/8 Missou+2Georgia 20-41 | 
8/31 Mich St -6% Boise St 17-13 | 9/8 N'western +3% Vandy 23-13 
9/1 ColSt+6%Colorado 22-17 W 9/9 Rams+9Lions 23-27 W 
9/3 GATech +7¥%2Vir Tech 17-20 9/9 Chiefs +3 Falcons 24-40 | 


| 9/9 Cards +3S'hawks 20-16 VV 
9/9 Buccs +2% Panthers 16-10 


; NOTE: Every pick | make is submitted (and time stamped via e-mail) 
to The Sports Monitor for independent documentation & verification 


That was our total for the first two weeks. 
I couldn’t maintain that win percentage - 71.4% for 
the whole season. But I do seem to rise to the occasion. 


9/5 Cowboys (+4) Giants 24-17 
9/6 Pitt +4% Cincinnati 10-34 | 


te: 


Over that same span we won our September Upset Game 
of the Year (Washington [+7] Stanford 17-13) and our 
NFL Game of the Month (Seattle [+34] Cowboys 17-7). 


Call now 


WAYNE | 


rm woes 
“ese 


You get an edge betting dogs. Popular favorites are al- 
most always overpriced. Dogs have the edge in incentive. 
And think about this: once the favorite establishes a lead, 
they tend to play conservative, which makes back door 
covers more likely - another reason Upset Club is the 
way to go! Which makes it perfect for the value shopper 
ambitious to move up the ladder. /s that you? 


Then here’s the deal: Call me at 1-877-ROOT WINS 
(1-877-766-8946) or visit me at www.RootToWin.com 
es every game day and | will give you: 


My Best Thursday Play (We were 7-0 
on Thursdays August 9 to October 4) 


Saturday: My strongest Outright Upset 
= Winner — a dog that will win straight up! 
—j Plus my 2 second strongest COVERS of the day 


eee, Sunday, same deal: an Outright Upset Winner 
\ plus my second and even my third strongest 

“ i COVER.(From time to time, where the dog 
r isn't strong enough, | may give you a favorite) 


Monday Night Football is included. 
We won our Monday Night Game of the 
Year with Saints (-3) Eagles 28-13 


Play my Upset Club for 5 weeks for just $150 
You must net $3,000 (based on $100 


unit bets) or you get the next 5 weeks 
FREE. 
Or, order all 18 weeks for $349 —a savings of 
$200 over the regular season’s price. 


And yes, the Pre-Season is included! Add it up. 


It’s the best deal anybody ever offered you. 
Nothing beats dogs that win straight up 
and NOBODY BEATS Wayne Allyn Root 
fat finding them. 


I'm Wayne Allyn Root. I've been called 
the King of Vegas, the only handicapper 
with his own star on the Las Vegas 
Walk of Fame. Over the years I have picked 
more winners than anyone that ever 
lived. That’s why business publications 
like the Wall Street Journal, Fortune, 
Robb Report, and Millionaire find my 
story so compelling. I have taken the 
iffiness out of sports betting and with 
my famous record of picking winners, 


you can turn a hobby into a lifestyle! — 
something to think about! 


"Wayne Allyn Root is the face 
of Las Vegas Gaming...He has built 
a talent for picking football 
winners into an empire.” 

LAs VEGAS SUN 
“Wayne Allyn Root is an American 


gambling legend.” 
JOHN O'REILLY, 
LADBROKES, WorLD's 
Larcest LEGAL BOOKMAKER. 


“Wayne’s success is mind-blowing.” 
FOX News, Las Vecas 
“The Odds King of Las Vegas.” 
Bit Grieeird, CNBC 


“The Odds-maker of everything 
in the world” 
Donny DeutscH, CNBC 


“Wayne's the king of handicappers 
.. he's the Warren Buffett of his 
world.” 

JAMES J, CRAMER, CNBC 
Mab Money 


That’s 1-877-766-8946 


~ e 

vsm—== Or enroll at: www.RootToWin.com 
1027 South Rainbow Blvd. @ #605F &@ Las Vegas Nevada 89145 ki 
Every Wayne Allyn Root selection is documented by The Sports Monitor, the Dun and Bradstreet of our industry. 


MIAMI 
HURRICANES 


2013 SCHEDULE 


Florida Atlantic 
Florida 

Savannah State 
@SOUTH FLORIDA 
Georgia Tech 
@NORTH CAROLINA 
Wake Forest 
@FLORIDA STATE 
Virginia Tech 
@DUKE 

Virginia 
@PITTSBURGH 


COACH 
AlGolden 

Third year (13-11) 
Career record: 40-45 


Offensive coordinator: 
James Coley (first year) 

Defensive coordinator: 
Mark D'Onofrio (third year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 7-5 

Stadium: Sun Life Stadium (74,916) 
Tickets: 800-G0-CANES 

Site: Coral Gables, Fla. 

Online: hurricanesports.com 
Twitter: @hurricanesports 


Off-field drama overshadowed 
a strong end to the 2012 season for i 
Miami, which returns 10 starters 
and appears poised to make a run . 
at the Coastal Division championship ~~ 
and its first appearance in the ACC 
Championship Game. 

Miami was in that position last November 
when, for the second straight season, it self- 
imposed a postseason ban to stay ahead of 
impending allegations in the Nevin Shapiro case. 
The Hurricanes will find out in June whether or 
not more sanctions were in order. But after two 
straight seasons of self-imposed bowl bans, third- 
year coach Al Golden hopes the worst is over. 

If Miamiis eligible to compete for the ACC title, 
the schedule is favorable. Top division contenders 
Georgia Tech and Virginia Tech visit Sun Life 
Stadium. And the Hurricanes return plenty of 
talent, including ACC Rookie of the Year running 
back Duke Johnson and quarterback Stephen 
Morris. 

Miami's improvement may be predicated on its 
defense, which allowed 40-plus points twice in its 
final three games a year ago. 


New offensive coordinator James Coley, who 
held the same position the last three seasons at 
Florida State, has plenty to work with. 

As a sophomore, Morris quietly put together 
one of the best seasons a quarterback has ever had 
at Miami. He threw for 3,345 yards, fifth best in 
program history. His 421 attempts were the most 
ever by a UM quarterback, his 245 completions the 
second most in Hurricane history. 

Miami's offense took a big step forward in 
Golden’s second season, improving by 4.9 points and 
63.25 yards per game. A lot of that had to do with the 
explosiveness of running back Duke Johnson, who 
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made several postseason Freshman 
All-America teams. 
Most of Morris’ receiving corps is 
back, including junior Phillip Dorsett, 
who led the team with 58 receptions 
and 842 yards, senior Allen Hurns (28 
catches, 314 yards, 4 TDs) and junior Rashawn 
Scott (35, 512, 3). 

The Hurricanes’ biggest strength may be up 
front, where all five offensive linemen weigh at 
least 315 pounds, including massive right tackle 
Seantrel Henderson, who checks in at 6-8 and 340, 
giving Johnson plenty of holes with which to work. 
The group is experienced, featuring three seniors 
and two juniors. 

Finding a complementary back for Johnson 
will be a key, as Miami lost 222-pound bruiser 
Mike James. He was a change of pace to Johnson’s 
shifty elusiveness. Redshirt freshman Danny 
Dillard (6-2, 210) may fit that bill. At tight end, 
Clive Walford returns after a sophomore season 
in which he caught 25 passes and tied for the team 
lead with four touchdown receptions. 


Entering his third season as Miami's defensive 
coordinator, Mark D’Onofrio learned early on 
that he’d be without linebacker Eddie Johnson, an 
impact freshman a year ago who ranked fourth on 
the team with 59 tackles and led the squad with 7.5 
tackles for loss despite only playing 10 games. 

Johnson, who missed two games due to 
suspension in 2012, was suspended indefinitely 
before the start of spring practice, and by mid- 
March he was no longer enrolled at the university. 

Still, the top two tacklers from last season— 
linebacker Denzel Perryman and end Shayon 
Green—return, giving the Hurricanes a base to 
build on in 2013. Miami’s status as conference 
contender will rely on improvement from this 


JOHNSON: ELISE AMENDOLA / AP 


unit, which allowed 30-plus points in seven of 12 games last 
season and gave up at least 40 points three times. 

Stopping the run was the biggest problem, as opponents 
racked up 217.9 yards per game on the ground. Asa whole, 
the defense allowed 486.4 a contest. A lot of that had to do 
with a difficult schedule that included three opponents that 
played in BCS bowl games: Kansas State, Notre Dame and 
Florida State. 

Green is hoping for a strong senior campaign after finally 
enjoying a healthy season as a junior. Over his UM career, he 
has torn his right ACL twice, torn the meniscus in his right 
knee and missed nearly an entire year with a dislocated wrist. 

Miami will again be young in the middle of its 4-3 defense, 
as freshman Alex Figueroa and sophomore Raphael Kirby 
are projected as starters, joining the hard-hitting Perryman. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Johnson is one of the conference’s most dynamic kick 
returners, finishing with 892 kickoff-return yards as a 
freshman. If teams stay away from him, Dorsett is more than 
capable, and he’s also the Hurricanes’ top punt-return option. 

Untested Matt Goudis is in line to take over at placekicker. 
At the end of practice, the Hurricanes added Pat O’Donnell, a 
graduate transfer from Cincinnati who was the top punter in 
the Big East a year ago. Miami lost Jake Wieclaw, who failed 
on all four of his field-goal attempts longer than 39 yards last 
season. Dalton Botts was a weapon at punter, placing 23 of his 
54 punts inside the 20 and averaging 40.5 yards per punt. 


BOTTOM LINE 

The entire outlook of Miami's season will change if it gets 
good news from the NCAA in June. The Hurricanes were in 
contention for the ACC title last season even with the specter 
of sanctions looming throughout the year. A team that played 
16 true freshmen a year ago is much more experienced, and 
Miami was playing its best football at the end of 2012. The 
schedule is much softer, too. Instead of games away from 
south Florida against Kansas State and Notre Dame, Miami 
will host Florida Atlantic and Savannah State. If eligible, 
Miami has an excellent chance of winning the Coastal and 
competing for a BCS berth. 


> RECRUITING REPORT 


2 SPORTS. 


With the cloud of a lingering 
NCAA investigation still hanging 
over the program, all Hurricanes 
coach Al Golden and his staff 
did was land aclass that bested 
programs such as Georgia, 
Southern California and Texas in 
the rankings. This group followed 
a strong one a year earlier, when 
Miami finished 10th in the team 
rankings. In other words, the 
Hurricanes have brought some 
talent to Coral Gables. In this past 
cycle, Miami arguably did its best 
work at the receiver and tight ends 
positions, where an outstanding 
group of signees will add some S > ARTIEBURNS, DB 


firepower—possibly early. Miami Northwestern's Burns (6-1, 180) can bean 
—Keith Niebuhr impact player anywherein the UM secondary. 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


AL > DERRICK GRIFFIN, WR 
The 6-7, 210-pounder from Rosenberg, Texas, 
was the No. 5 receiver prospect in the country. 


© » ALQUADIN MUHAMMAD, DE 
The6-4,230-pounder from Ramsey (NJ.) Don 
Bosco Prep was a significant signing, choosing 
Miami over the likes of Alabama and Notre Dame. 
& » STACY COLEY, WR 

The 6-1, 175-pound Fort Lauderdale, Fla., product 
isadynamic playmaker who scored about once 
every four times he touched the ball. 
41 » KEVINOLSEN, 0B 

An Under Armour All-American and the younger 
brother of NFL tight end Greg Olsen, Kevinisa 
6-3, 195-pounder from Wayne Hills (N.J.) High. 


5-YEAR RECORD 
> 36-27 


08 40 
= * 


CONFERENCE TITLE, BOWL | NATIONAL TITLE 


IMPACT PLAYER 


The 5-9, 194-pound sophomore 
burst onto the scene last seasonina 
blur of speed and shifty elusiveness 
and ended the year as a Freshman 
All-American. He was third in the 
ACCin rushing, finishing with 10 
touchdowns and a6.8 yard-per- 
Carry average. He also returned two 
kickoffs for touchdowns. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 
OFFENSE 

» PASSING 

Stephen Morris 

GP Effic. Cmp-Attint Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 
12) 138.1 | 245-421-7 | 58.2 3345 21, 278.8 


RUSHING _GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/6 


DukeJohnson = =»s«2-s*739.—«947 «6B 10 789 
» RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 
PhillipDorsett 12 58! 842 14514 702 
DEFENSE 

» TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Shayon Green 2 3 29 6 
» SACKS _ GP No. Yards 
Anthony Chickillo 265 

P INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 10 
Jimmy Gaines 2. 8 40 0 
2012 TEAM STATS 

STATISTIC a 
SCORING 71 366 
Points Per Game 34 305 
FIRST DOWNS 243 34 
Rushing i) 142 
Passing 142 4 
Penalty 26 3 


RUSHING YARDAGE 1737 2615 
Yardsgainedrushing 1927 2842 


Yards lost rushing 190 227 
Rushing Attempts 7 526 
Average PerRush 4] 5.0 
Average Per Game 144.8 2719 
TDs Rushing 19 29 
PASSING YARDAGE 3545 3222 
Comp-Att-Int 264-447-7 — 261-429-11 
Average Per Pass 79 15 
Average Per Catch B4 123 
Average Per Game 295.4 268.5 
TDs Passing B b 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5282 5637 
Total Plays 818 955 
Average Per Play 65 6] 


Average Per Game 440.2 486.4 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 45-1235 571033 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 17-118 15-159 
INTRETURNS: #-YDS 1-123 7-48 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
QB Stephen Morris (6-2/214, Sr.) 
Ryan Williams (6-6/228, Jr.) 
FB Maurice Hagens (5-11, 247, Sr.) 
RB Duke Johnson (5-9, 194, So.) 
Dallas Crawford (5-10, 196, So.) 
LT Malcolm Bunche (6-7, 327, Jr.) 
Ereck Flowers (6-6, 315, So.) 
LG Jonathan Feliciano (6-5, 318, Jr.) 
Hunter Wells (6-4, 310, So.) 
C Jared Wheeler (6-5, 317, Sr.) 
Hunter Knighton (6-5, 278, Fr.) 
RG Brandon Linder (6-6,317, Sr.) 
Daniel Isidora (6-4, 308, Fr.) 
RT Seantrel Henderson (6-8, 340, Sr.) 
Sunny Odogwu (6-8, 318, Fr.) 
TE Clive Walford (6-4, 259, Jr.) 
Asante Cleveland (6-5, 258, Sr.) 
WR Allen Hums (6-3, 195, Sr.) 
Rashawn Scott (6-2, 204, Jr.) 
WR Phillip Dorsett (5-10, 185, Jr.) 
Herb Waters (6-2, 188, So.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Anthony Chickillo (6-4, 269, Jr.) 
Jalen Grimble (6-2, 290, Jr.) 
DT Curtis Porter (6-1, 312, Sr.) 
Earl Moore (6-1, 300, So.) 
DT Olsen Pierre (6-4, 300, Jr.) 
Corey King (6-1, 295, So.) 
DE Shayon Green (6-3, 262, Sr.) 
Dyron Dye (6-5, 261, Sr.) 
SLB Alex Figueroa (6-3, 231, Fr.) 
Tyriq McCord (6-3, 236, So.) 
MLB Raphael Kirby (6-0, 230, So.) 
Jimmy Gaines (6-3, 235, Sr.) 
WLB Denzel Perryman (6-0, 236, Jr.) 
Tyrone Cornelius (6-2, 215, Sr.) 
CB Ladarius Gunter (6-2, 196, Jr.) 
Larry Hope (6-0, 183, Fr.) 
CB Tracy Howard (5-11, 184, So.) 
Nate Dortch (5-11, 175, Fr.) 
S Rayshawn Jenkins (6-1, 215, So.) 
Nantambu-Akil Fentress (5-9, 205, Jr.) 
S AJ. Highsmith (6-0, 210, Sr.) 
Deon Bush (6-1, 201, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Matt Goudis (6-0, 172, So.) 
P Pat O'Donnell (6-5, 222, Sr.) 


') Sporting News All-American 


STATISTIC MIA 

KICKRETURN AVG. 214 181 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 69 10.6 
INT RETURN AVG. N2 6.9 
FUMBLES-LOST 1-8 24-1 


PENALTIES-YARDS 88-692 82-657 
Average Per Game 517 54.8 
PUNTS-YARDS 55-2224 47-1826 
Average Per Punt 40.4 38.9 
Net punt average 36.5 36.9 
TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 26:06 33:54 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 67/110 mim 


31d-Down Pct. 39% 42% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 8/17 10/19 
4th-Down Pct. 41% 53% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 13-86 18-129 
MISCYARDS 0 0 
TDS SCORED 45 44 
FG-ATTEMPTS 19-25 19-27 
ATTENDANCE 286315 274131 
Games/AvgPerGame 6/4719 6 /45688 
Neutral SiteGames 0/0 
Miami 4 70 75 102 6 377 
Opponent 86 95 72 13 0 366 


Follow Sporting News on Twitter @sportingnews 49 


cle SCHEDULE 
‘ SOT CAROLINA 
Middle Tennessee State 
@GEORGIA TECH 
East Carolina 
VIRGINIA TECH 
Miami (FL) 
Boston College 
@NORTH CAROLINA STATE 
Virginia 
@PITTSBURGH 
Old Dominion 
Duke 


COACH 
Larry Fedora 
Second year (8-4) 
Career record: 42-23 


Offensive coordinator: 
Blake Anderson (second year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Vic Koenning (second year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 8-4 

Stadium: Kenan Memorial Stadium 
(63,000) 

Tickets: 800-722-4335 

Site: Chapel Hill, N.C. 

Online: goheels.com 

Twitter: @TarHeelFootball 


BRYN RES 


Larry Fedora’s first season in Chapel Hill was a relative success, 
considering the Tar Heels were ineligible for the postseason thanks to 
NCAA sanctions. North Carolina finished in a three-way tie atop the 
Coastal Division with Georgia Tech and Miami and its 8-4 record was 
its best regular-season mark since 2009. 

The Tar Heels are bowl-eligible this season and poised to make a run 
at the Coastal title and their first appearance in the ACC Championship 
Game, though they'll have to replace production lost from their top 
tailback and their two best defensive players. In Fedora’s first season, 
UNC jumped from 56th nationally in scoring offense to eighth and broke 
the 50-point mark three times. 


OFFENSE 

A big part of Carolina’s high-powered offense was running back 
Giovani Bernard, who declared for the NFL Draft after averaging 122.8 
yards per game on the ground as a sophomore, good for 11th in the 
country. A.J. Blue and Romar Morris will likely replace him in tandem. 
Blue, a senior power back, scored 10 touchdowns last season. Morris, a 
sophomore, is a smaller, faster tailback. 

Quarterback Bryn Renner set a single-season school record with 28 
touchdown passes last season and is back to lead the offense. Though the 
Tar Heels lost Erik Highsmith, a four-year starter at receiver, Quinshad 
Davis and Sean Tapley are back. Davis tied a school record with 16 
receptions last year against Virginia. 

The Tar Heels lost three starters from their offensive line, though left 
tackle James Hurst, an All-America candidate, is back. 

JEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Tar Heels ranked 53rd nationally in scoring defense a year ago 
and must replace middle linebacker Kevin Reddick, who led the team 
with 18.5 tackles for loss. Junior PJ. Clyburn will likely get the first shot 
to replicate Reddick’s production in the middle of Carolina’s 3-4 defense. 
Rush end Kareem Martin racked up 15.5 tackles for loss last season and is 
the top returning defensive playmaker, All four starters in the secondary 
return. 


North Carolina allowed 30 or 
more points six times last season, IMPAGT PLAYER 
and though the Tar Heels ranked 
third in the country with 8.08 5 
tackles for loss per game, they Renner tumed tant the end 

7 : of his junior season, throwing for 
gave up too many big plays. at least 300 yards in his final four 
games and connecting on five 
TTOM LINE touchdown passes in the season 
If the Tar Heels are going to finale against Maryland. As the 


running game develops early on, 
the Tar Heels will lean on Renner’s 
steady play. 


take the next step and compete 
for the Coastal Division title, the 
defense must improve. 


2013 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


5-YEAR RECORD 
» 39-25 


CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONAL TITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


08 Bryn eines 215, Sr.) 

TB AJ.Blue (6-2, 225, Sr.) 

LT James Hurst (6-7, 290, Sr.) 
LG Caleb Peterson (6-5, 310, Fr.) 
C Russell Bodine (6-4, 305, Jr.) 
RG Landon Tumer (6-4, 320, So.) 
RT Nick Appel (6-6, 310, Jr.) 

TE Eric Ebron (6-4, 235, Jr.) 

WR Sean Tapley (6-1, 195, Jr.) 

WR Quinshad Davis (6-4, 185, So.) 
WR Mark McNeill (6-4, 205, Jr.) 


DE Kareem Martin (6-6, 260, Sr.) 
DT Ethan Farmer (6-3, 280, Jr.) 
NT Tim Jackson (6-5, 270, Sr.) 
BAN Shakeel Rashad (6-2, 230, So.) 
WLB Travis Hughes (6-2, 230, Jr.) 
MLB PJ. Clybumn (6-2, 215, Jr.) 
RAM Brandon Ellerbe (6-0, 210, Jr.) 
SS Tre Boston (6-1, 190, Sr.) 

FS Darien Rankin (5-11, 190, So.) 
CB Jabari Price (6-0, 195, Sr.) 
CB Tim Scott (5-1, 190, Jr.) 


K Thomas Moore (5-10, 200, Jr.) 
P Tommy Hibbard (5-10, 195, Jr.) 


™ Sporting News All-American 


KALING [RE RELRUI 
‘wap sronrs 
» MITCHTRUBISKY, QB 
The 6-3, 195-pound Mentor (Ohio) High product, was 
ranked as the top dual-threat QB prospect in the class 
by 247Sports and has already enrolled at UNC. 


» DAJUAN DRENNON, DE 
From Sicklerville, N.J., the 6-4, 235-pound jumbo athlete 
saw his stock rise during his senior season and was the 
No. 4 weakside defensive end, according to 247Sports. 


» T.J.LOGAN, RB 
The 5-11, 175-pound Logan, from Northern Guilford High 
in Greensboro, N.C., was one of the fastest players inthe 
Southeast and rushed for 510 yards ina state title game. 


» GREG WEBB, DT 
The6-1,295-pound Webb committed to Penn State before 
switching tothe Tar Heels. 


~ » DESMOND LAWRENCE, CB 
The 6-1, 175-pounder has the cover skills tobe a big corner, 
butalso enough range to eventually play free safety. 


—Brandi Mills 


RENNER: GERRY BROOME / AP 


ATTAOCHU: DANIEL SHIREY / USA TODAY SPORTS 


Ee ‘= 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Vad Lee (6-1, 213, So.) 

RB Robert Godhigh (5-7, 188, Sr.) 
RB ZachLaskey (6-1, 208, Jr.) 
RB David Sims (6-0, 222, Sr.) 
OT Ray Beno (6-2, 292, Sr.) 

0G Will Jackson (6-3, 290, Sr.) 

C Jay Finch (6-3, 285, Sr.) 

0G Shaq Mason (6-1, 305, Jr.) 
OT Morgan Bailey (6-4, 295, Jr.) 
WR Darren Waller (6-5, 228, Jr.) 
WR Anthony Autry (6-2, 173, So.) 


DE Chris Crenshaw (6-3, 256, Sr.) 
DT Shawn Green (6-0, 280, Jr.) 
DE Emmanuel Dieke (6-6, 270, Sr.) 
OLB Jeremiah Attaochu (6-3, 240, Sr.) 
OLB Brandon Watts (6-2, 238, Sr.) 
ILB Jabari Hunt-Days (6-3, 252, So.) 
ILB Quayshawn Nealy (6-1, 232, Jr.) 
CB Jamal Golden (6-0, 188, Jr.) 
CB Louis Young (6-1, 196, Sr.) 
S__|saiah Johnson (6-2, 208, Sr.) 
S Jernea Thomas (5-10, 195, Sr.) 


> 


K Justin Moore (5-10, 165, Sr.) 
P Sean Poole (6-1, 180, Sr.) 


‘eapuronrs 
» SHAMIRE DEVINE, OT 


The 6-3,340-pound DeVine, from Tri-Cities Highin 
Atlanta, moves his feet well fora player his size. 


» RICKY JEUNE, WR 
Multiple college coaches raved about Jeune, a 6-2, 
190-pound pass catcher form St. Joseph Regional High 
in Montvale, N.J. The Yellow Jackets likely got a steal, 


= » TRAVIS CUSTIS, RB 

Custis, from Lovejoy Highin Hampton, Ga., got plenty of 
interest late in the process, but the 6-0, 210-pound back 
elected to stick with the Yellow Jackets. 


© » DARIUS COMMISSIONG, DT 

Heisa bit undersized at 6-2, 305, but the standout 

from Bishop McNamara High in District Heights, Md., is 
physically ready to compete for playing time right away. 


S » KEVINROBBINS, DE 

The 6-4, 235-pound Robbins, also from Bishop McNamara 
High, has an excellent frame and good athleticism. 
Given time, he will make a significant contribution. 


—Brandi Mills 


Georgia Tech extended the nation’s fourth-longest active streak of 
bowl appearances to 16 in 2012, but the Yellow Jackets needed an NCAA 
waiver to do so, After a 6-6 regular season that included blowout home 
losses to Middle Tennessee and BY U, the Yellow Jackets reached the 
ACC title game almost by default. 

They finished in a three-way tie with North Carolina and Miami, 
both of which were ineligible for the postseason. After losing to Florida 
State for the league championship, Tech petitioned the NCAA for bowl 
eligibility despite a 6-7 record. The waiver was granted, and Tech 
finished .500 after knocking off USC in the Sun Bowl. 

With 16 starters returning, Paul Johnson’s crew hopes to take a more 
conventional route to the postseason in 2013. 


Starting quarterback Tevin Washington is gone, but he split time 
with Vad Lee last season. In the Yellow Jackets’ option offense, Lee 
broke 100 yards rushing twice and finished with 281 yards of total 
offense in Georgia Tech’s wild 68-50 win over North Carolina. He'll 
take over full time this season. The big question mark is in the backfield, 
where the Yellow Jackets lost two senior A-backs in their flexbone, 
but two 600-plus-yard rushers return. Zach Laskey led the team with 
697 rushing yards. Starting B-back David Sims ran for 612 yards and 
four TDs. Most important, though, the Yellow Jackets return a ton of 
experience on the line. 


Ted Roof takes over at defensive coordinator for Al Groh, who was 
fired midway through last season. Roof will do away with Groh’s 3-4 
and install a 4-3 as he attempts to improve a unit that finished 65th 
in the nation in scoring defense last season. Emmanuel Dieke is the 
only returning starter on the defensive front, but linebacker Jeremiah 
Attaochu, who ranked third in the ACC in sacks, leads a linebacker 
corps that returns nearly everyone who played last season. 

Jamal Golden was the only player in Division I who ranked in the 
top 10 nationally in both punt-return average (sixth) and kick-return 
average (10th) in 2012, and he returns 
for his junior season. 


IMPAGT PLAYER 
[Jeremiah Attaochu,LB_/ Ag 


Attaochu, one of the hardest 
hitters in the ACC, anchors the 


RO ' 
The Yellow Jackets’ flexbone 
remains one of the trickiest in the 
league to defend, but it’s stability 
on defense that has Georgia Tech 
excited about 2013. If the defense 

improves, the Jackets should 
compete for a Coastal title. 


Yellow Jackets’ defense. A 6-3, 
240-pound senior, Attaochu is 
looking to build onaseasonin 
which he recorded a career-best 69 
tackles and 10 sacks. 
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2013 SCHEDULE 
Elon 
@DUKE 
North Carolina 
Virginia Tech 
@MIAMI 
@BYU 
Syracuse 
QVIRGINIA 
Pitt 
@CLEMSON 
Alabama A&M 
Georgia 
COACH 
Paul Johnson 
Sixth year (41-26) 
Career record: 86-55 
Offensive coordinator: 
John Bond (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Ted Roof (first year) 
FAST FACTS 
2012 RECORD: 7-7 
Beat USC in the 
Sun Bowl, 21-7 
Stadium: Bobby Dodd Stadium 
(55,000) 
Tickets: 888-TECH-TIX 
Site: Atlanta 
Online: ramblinwreck.com 
Twitter: @GTAthletics 


Daily coverage at sportingnews.com/ncaa-football 5] 


VIRGINIA TECH 


HOKIES 


2013 SCHEDULE 


A.31 @ALABAMA* 
S.7 Western Carolina 
S.14 @EAST CAROLINA 
S.21 Marshall 
S.26 @GEORGIA TECH 
0.5 North Carolina 
0,12 Pittsburgh 
0.26 Duke 
N.2 @BOSTON COLLEGE 
N9 @MIAMI (FL) 
N.16 Maryland 
N.30 QVIRGINIA 

*AtAtlanta, GA 


COACH 


Frank Beamer 
27th year (216-104) 
Career record: 216-104 


Offensive coordinator: 
Scot Loeffler (Ist year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Bud Foster (19th year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 7-6 

Beat Rutgers in the 

Russell Athletic Bowl, 13-10 
Stadium: Lane Stadium (65,632) 
Tickets: 800-828-3244 

Site: Blacksburg, Va. 

Online: hokiesports.com 
Twitter: @VaTech_Football 


JACK TYLER AND 
BUD FOSTER 


A 7-6 season wouldn’t be cause for alarm at most programs, but the 
Hokies are more accustomed to winning division titles and playing in 
BCS bowls than trying to back into a lower-tier bowl and .500 record 
late in the season. Such was the case in 2012, as Tech had to win its 
final two games just to become bowI-eligible. Longtime coach Frank 
Beamer made wholesale offensive changes, bringing in former Auburn 
and Temple offensive coordinator Scot Loeffler for the same role, along 
with a new offensive line coach in Jeff Grimes and wide receivers 
coach, Aaron Moorehead. 


OFFENSE 

Quarterback Logan Thomas entered last season as a potential first- 
round NFL draft pick but his stock slipped throughout an uneven year in 
which he completed just 51.3 percent of his passes. Loeffler, who doubles 
as Tech’s QB coach, is charged with helping Thomas bounce back. 

But the big question marks are at receiver, where Demitri Knowles 
is the only player returning with more than two receptions in 2012, 
and along the offensive line, where the Hokies must replace departed 
tackles Nick Becton and Vinston Painter. Tech’s coaches also want 
some clarity in the running game a year after playing with a four-man 
rotation at the position for much of the year. J.C. Coleman and Trey 
Edmunds are the front-runners for playing time there. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

By the end of last season, Antone Exum was playing at an all- 
conference level at cornerback after making the switch from safety. But 
he blew out the ACL in his right knee during a pickup basketball game 
in January, and his status for the start of the season is unclear. If he’s 
healthy, the Hokies return all four starters from a strong back end. The 
only other losses were tackle Antoine Hopkins and linebacker Bruce 
Taylor. Tech is hoping for a bounce-back season from linebacker Tariq 
Edwards, who missed nearly all 
of 2012 to injury. The Hokies also 
benefit from the return of end 
James Gayle, who flirted with 
the NFL. 


IMPAGT PLAYER 
ack Tyler, LB JL 
Tyler went from walk-on to the 


Hokies’ leading tackler a year ago 
after moving inside to the Mike 


Jack 1) 


BOTTOM LINE 

The defense has an opportunity 
to be special. The Hokies could too 
if Thomas can return to the form 
he displayed in 2011. 


linebacker spot. Tyler was a first- 
team all-conference pick by the ACC 
coaches last year and, with Bruce 
Taylor gone, he'll be charged with 
becoming a better leader as a senior. 


52 2013 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


5-YEAR RECORD 
» 49-19 


= 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Logan Thomas (6-6, 257, Sr.) 
TB J.C.Coleman (5-8, 177, So.) 
FB Riley Beiro (5-9, 229, Jr.) 

TE RyanMalleck (6-4, 248, Jr.) 
LT Mark Shuman (6-7, 314, Jr.) 
LG David Wang (6-2, 291, Sr.) 

C Andrew Miller (6-4, 293, Sr.) 
RG Brent Benedict (6-5, 301, Jr.) 
RT Laurence Gibson (6-6, 303, Jr.) 
FL Demitri Knowles (6-1, 177, So.) 
SE DJ.Coles (6-4, 238, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE James Gayle (6-4, 253, Sr.) 

DT Derrick Hopkins (6-0, 312, Sr.) 

DT Luther Maddy (6-1, 295, Jr.) 

DE JR. Collins (6-2, 252, Sr.) 

LB Jack Tyler (6-1, 225, Sr.) 

LB Tariq Edwards (6-2, 232, Sr.) 
OLB Ronny Vandyke (6-3, 211, So.) 
ROV Kyshoen Jarrett (5-11, 194, Jr.) 

CB Kyle Fuller (6-0, 193, Sr.) 

CB Donovan Riley (5-11, 202, So.) 

FS Detrick Bonner (6-0, 189, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Cody Journell (6-0, 181, Sr.) 
P  AJ.Hughes (6-1, 201, So.) 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


2aysronrs 


‘L > KENDALL FULLER, CB 

Fuller, aU.S. Army All-American Bowl selection 
from Olney, Md., is the latest line of Fullers to 
head to Blacksburg and will get the chance to be 
onthe field with older brother Kyle Fuller this fall. 


@ > HOLLANDFISHER,S 

The 6-0, 200-pound Virginian, an Under Armour All- 
American, hasa big frame but excellent ball skills and 
coverage ability at safety. The Hokies held off Alabama 
and others for his services. 


3 » WYATTTELLER, DL 

Everyone wanted the 6-5, 275-pound Teller, who 
starred at Liberty High in Bealeton, Va., and 
was aU.S. Army All-American Bowl selection. 


4 » BUCKY HODGES, QB 

The 6-6, 235-pound Hodges threw for a high 
completion percentage at Salem Highin Farnham, 
Va., and has breakaway speed in the run game. 


S > DJ.REID,RB 
The 6-1, 195-pounder from Thomas Dale High in Chester, 
Va., has good vision and feet and was highly productive 


during his senior year. JC Shurburtt 


TYLER, FOSTER: STEVE HELBER / AP 


STREET: BILL WIPPERT / AP 
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PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB Trey Anderson (6-0, 185, Jr.) 
TB Isaac Bennett (5-11, 205, Jr.) 
FB Mark Giubilato (6-2, 230, Jr.) 
WR Brandon Ifill (6-1, 195, Jr.) 
WR Devin Street (6-4, 190, Sr.) 

LT Adam Bisnowaty (6-6, 275, Fr.) 
LG Cory King (6-6, 325, Sr.) 

C Artie Rowell (6-2, 300, So.) 
RG Ryan Schlieper (6-5, 310, Sr.) 
RT TJ.Clemmings (6-6, 290, Jr.) 
TE J.P Holtz (6-4, 245, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Jack Lippert (6-4, 280, Sr.) 

DT Aaron Donald (6-0, 275, Sr.) 

NT Tyrone Ezell (6-4, 300, Sr.) 

DE Bryan Murphy (6-3, 255, Jr.) 
SLB Anthony Gonzalez (6-3, 210, Jr.) 
MLB Shane Gordon (6-1, 220, Sr.) 
WLB Todd Thomas (6-5, 215, Jr.) 

CB Lafayette Pitts (5-11, 195, So.) 
CB K'Waun Williams (5-10, 190, Sr.) 
SS_ Eric Williams (6-3, 215, Jr.) 

FS Jason Hendricks (6-0, 180, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Drake Greer (6-4, 200, Jr.) 
P Matt Yoklic (6-4, 215, Sr.) 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


2aysronrs 


‘L > DORIAN JOHNSON, OT 

This five-star prospect from Belle Vernon (Pa.) High 
isone of the most athletic tackle prospects in the 2013 
class. The Panthers beat out Ohio State at the wire to 
keep the 6-6, 275-pound lineman in the Keystone State. 


@ » TYLERBOYD, WR 
The dynamic 6-2, 180-pound playmaker picked the 
Panthers over Tennessee at the end of the cycle. 


3 > TRAVON CHAPMAN, 0B 
Chapman (6-1, 195) isa major sleeper who many observers 
inOhio think will havea special career at the collegiate level. 


4 > TYRIQUEJARRETT, DT 

Jarrett originally signed with Pitt in the 2012 class before 
heading to Milford Academy in New Berlin, NLY., for aprep 
school season. He is a massive prospect (6-4, 310) and, if 
defensive tackle doesn’t work out for him, he's physically 
Suited to play offensive guard. 


S > SCOTTORNDOFF, TE 

From Seton-La Salle Highin Pittsburgh, Omdoffhas a good 
ild (6-5, id hands. 

build (6-5, 240) and solid hands. JC Shurburtt 


After 20 seasons in the Big East Conference, Pitt joins the ACC and 
is reunited with old Big East foes Miami, Boston College and Virginia 
Tech. Paul Chryst begins his second year at Pitt, marking the first 
time since 2010 that the Panthers will have the same head coach from 
the previous season. 

After a 2-5 start last year that included a home loss to FCS foe 
Youngstown State, Pitt won four of its final six regular-season games 
to become bowl-eligible. 


OFFENSE 

Though top receiver Devin Street is back, the Panthers lose 
quarterback Tino Sunseri to graduation and presumed starting 
running back Rushel Shell to UCLA. For an offense that was, at best, 
pedestrian last season (72nd in the FBS), those losses are significant. 

Junior Trey Anderson is among a group of four vying to 
replace Sunseri. He has played in just five games during his 
career, completing 14 of 35 passes for 108 yards, along with three 
interceptions. Tom Savage, who played at Rutgers before transferring 
to Arizona (where he never played), will be Anderson’s toughest 
competition. 

Isaac Bennett, Malcolm Crockett and Desmond Brown will all get 
their shot at the open tailback job. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

Nine starters return from a unit that ranked 17th in the country in 
total defense; its strength is a deep front line, anchored by two-time 
All-Big East tackle Aaron Donald. Pitt’s linebackers had to grow up 
on the fly last season, but that should serve them well in 2013. Both 
cornerbacks return as well. 

On special teams, Matt Yoklic enters his third year as the punter, but 
the team will have to find a new kicker as well as new return specialists. 


BOTTOM LINE 


The Panthers have had to 
adjust to three coaching staffs in 
three years, but as Chryst settled 
in late last season, Pitt began 
to play better. Still, the first 
year in the ACC won’t be easy. 
After opening at home versus 
Florida State, the Panthers have 
Virginia Tech and Georgia Tech 
on the road. 


IMPACT PLAYER 
|DevinStreet, WR / 7d 


Street is coming off a career 
year in which he caught 73 passes 
for 975 yards and five touchdowns. 


He has an opportunity to break 
some of Pitt’s all-time receiving 
records, provided the Panthers 
quickly find an answer at 
quarterback. 


ITTSBURGH 


PANTHERS 


2013 SCHEDULE 


S.2 Florida State 
S.14 New Mexico 
S.21 @DUKE 
Virginia 
0.12 QVIRGINIA TECH 
0.19 Old Dominion 
@NAVY 
N.2 @GEORGIA TECH 
N.9 Notre Dame 
North Carolina 
@SYRACUSE 
Miami 


COACH 
Paul Chryst 
Second year (6-7) 
Career record: 6-7 


Offensive coordinator: 
Joe Rudolph (second year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Matt House (first year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 6-7 

Beat Ole Miss in the 

Compass Bowl, 38-17 

Stadium: Heinz Field (60,050) 
Tickets: 800-643-PITT 

Site: Pittsburgh 

Online: pittsburghpanthers.com 
Twitter: @GoPittFootball 
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CAVALIERS 


VIRGINIA 


2013 SCHEDULE 


A.31 BYU 
S.7 Oregon 
S.21 Virginia Military 
S.28 @PITTSBURGH 
0.5 Ball State 
0.12 @MARYLAND 
0.19 Duke 
0.26 Georgia Tech 
N.2 Clemson 
NSO @NORTH CAROLINA 
N.23 @MIAMI (FL) 
N.30 Virginia Tech 


COACH 
Miike London 
Fourth year (16-21) 
Career record: 40-26 


Offensive coordinator: 
Steve Fairchild (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Jon Tenuta (first year) 


FAST FACTS 
2012 RECORD: 4-8 

Stadium: Scott Stadium (61,500) 
Tickets: 800-542-UVAI 

Site: Charlottesville, Va. 
Online: virginiasports.com 
Twitter: @UVa_ Football 


Entering his fourth season at Virginia, Mike London is beginning 
to feel the heat in Charlottesville. The Cavaliers went from a nine- 


win, Chick-Fil-A Bowl team in 2011 to a four-win squad in 2012. 
London has yet to beat archrival Virginia Tech, his teams losing to 
the Hokies three times by a combined tally of 92-21. 

London revamped his staff in the offseason, firing defensive 
coordinator Jim Reid and bringing in several new faces, including 
former N.C. State and Boston College head coach Tom O’Brien as 


associate head coach. When offensive coordinator Bill Lazor left fora 
job with the Philadelphia Eagles, London brought in former Colorado 


State head coach Steve Fairchild to run the offense. 


OFFENSE 


London juggled quarterbacks all season long in 2012, switching 
between Michael Rocco and Phillip Sims. Rocco transferred to 
Richmond, where his uncle Danny coaches, in December. Sims 
dropped to No. 3 on the depth chart in the spring. David Watford, 
who redshirted last year, was atop the depth chart, but London 
declined to name a starter after the spring game. 

Though Perry Jones is gone, Kevin Parks returns as the lead 
tailback. Whoever wins the quarterback job will have an experienced 
group of receivers to throw to, as Darius Jennings, Tim Smith and 
Dominique Terrell all return after starting last season. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

New coordinator Jon Tenuta inherits a group that returns seven 
starters, including all four secondary regulars from 2012. The 
Cavaliers ranked 28th in total defense a year ago, but were 70th in 
scoring defense. Graduation hit the linebacking corps hard. Tenuta 
must rebuild the line as well. Virginia ranked 110th in the country 
in turnover margin last season. The Cavaliers forced only five 


takeaways last year—four interceptions and one fumble. Cornerbacks 


DreQuan Hoskey and Demetrious Nicholson and safeties Brandon 
Phelps and Anthony Harris all started as sophomores in 2012 and 


return this season. 


BOTTOM LINE 

The Cavs need a major 
bounce-back season to help cool 
London’s hot seat. Virginia’s 
administration opened the 
checkbook for London to get 
O’Brien and Tenuta. Results 
must follow. 
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IMPACT PLAYER 
|JakeMcGee,TE 7 /d 


McGee proved to be a favorite 
target of Virginia quarterbacks last 


season. He caught five touchdown 
passes, tying for the team lead 
with wideout Darius Jennings, and 
averaged 13.4 yards per catch. 


SS 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB David Watford (6-1, 200, So.) 
TB Kevin Parks (5-8, 200, Jr.) 
FB Billy Skrobacz (5-9, 220, Sr.) 
LT Morgan Moses (6-6, 325, Sr.) 
LG Cody Wallace (6-4, 295, Jr.) 
C Luke Bowanko (6-6, 295, Sr.) 
RG Ross Burbank (6-4, 285, So.) 
RT Sean Cascarano (6-6, 280, Sr.) 
TE Jake McGee (6-5, 235, Jr.) 
WR Tim Smith (6-0, 190, Sr.) 
WR Darius Jennings (5-11, 170, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Jake Snyder (6-4, 270, Sr.) 
DT David Dean (6-1, 280, So.) 
DT Brent Urban (6-7, 280, Sr.) 
DE EliHarold (6-4, 225, So.) 
SLB Demeitre Brim (6-3, 225, So.) 
MLB Henry Coley (6-2, 235, Jr.) 
WLB Daquan Romero (6-1, 230, Jr.) 
CB Demetrious Nicholson (5-11, 170, Jr.) 
CB DreQuanHoskey (6-0, 175, Jr.) 
SS Anthony Harris (6-1, 185, Jr.) 
FS Brandon Phelps (6-0, 175, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K_lanFrye (6-6, 210, So.) 
P Alec Vozenilek (5-10, 190, Jr.) 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


2aypsronrs= 


‘L > TAQUANMIZZELL, RB 

Mizzell is arguably the most celebrated in-state signee 
at running back for Virginia since Terry Kirby. Hehas 
the speed and elusiveness to do for the Cavaliers 
offense what C.J, Spiller did for Clemson from 2006-09. 


@ » TIMHARRIS,S 

From Varina High in Richmond, Va., the 6-2, 171-pound 
Harrisis a four-star prospect who has excellent height 
and length and could play cornerback in some situations. 


3 > MICAHKISER, OLB 

The6-2,215-pound defender from Baltimore Gilman 
impressed during practices at the Semper Fidelis 
All-American Bowl. 


4 » KIRKGARNER,S 

At5-lland 180 pounds, there is talk about Garner play- 
ing cornerback, but the Good Counsel High product from 
Olney, Md.,is likely a better prospect at safety. 


SS » MALCOLMCOOK,S 
Virginia held offa late push from Virginia Tech to hold on 
tothe 6-1, 194-pound safety’s commitment. 


—JC Shurburtt 


MCGEE: STEVE HELBER / AP 


COCKRELL: MARK DOLEJS / USA TODAY SPORTS 


e 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL WNATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB Anthony Boone (6-0, 230, Jr.) 
RB Juwan Thompson (5-11, 225, Sr.) 
LT Takoby Cofield (6-4, 305, Jr.) 
LG Dave Harding (6-4, 285, Sr.) 
C Matt Skura (6-4, 290, So.) 
RG Laken Tomlinson (6-3, 320, Jr.) 
RT Perry Simmons (6-5, 300, Sr.) 
TE Braxton Deaver (6-5, 240, Jr.) 
WR Brandon Braxton (6-1, 210, Sr.) 
WR _ Jamison Crowder (5-9, 175, Jr.) 
SL _ Erich Schneider (6-7, 225, So.) 


DEFENSE 

LE Justin Foxx (6-3, 245, Sr.) 

NG Jamal Bruce (6-1, 285, Jr.) 

DT Sydney Sarmiento (6-4, 300, Sr.) 

RE Kenny Anunike (6-5, 260, Sr.) 
MLB Kyler Brown (6-4, 230, So.) 
WLB CJ. France (6-0, 230, Jr.) 

ROV Dwayne Norman (6-1, 195, So.) 
STRK Corbin McCarthy (5-10, 200, Fr.) 
BAN Jeremy Cash (6-2, 210, So.) 

CB Ross Cockrell (6-0, 180, Sr.) 

CB DeVon Edwards (5-9, 185, Fr.) 


SPECIALISTS 

K Ross Martin (5-9, 185, So.) 

P_ Will Monday (6-4, 210, So.) 
8 Sporting News All-American 


RATING THE RECRUITS 

Say urorrs 
‘L > EVRETTEDWARDS, CB 
This 6-0, 170-pound honor student from Woodbridge 
(Va.) High remained loyal to Duke even as other 
programs came calling late. 


@ > DOMINICZANCA,LB 

Many analysts believed the 6-2, 242-pound Zanca was 
one of the more undervalued defensive prospects in the 
Orlando area for the 2013 recruiting cycle, 


3 > AUSTINDAVIS,C 
The Mansfield (Texas) High product 
has good quickness and size (6-4, 290). 


4 > JOHNELLBARNES, WR 

The 6-0, 170-pound Barnes, from Dunbar High in Fort 
Myers, Fla., has excellent speed and hands and fits 
what coach David Cutcliffe likes todo on offense. 

S } PARKERBOEHME, 0B 

Boehme, 6-1, 225-pound three-star prospect out of 
Sandalwood High in Jacksonville, Fla., has a good arm 
andis athletic enough to get rushing yards. 


—JC Shurburtt 


BSS COCKRELL 


For the first time in ages, the answer to the trivia question “What 
FBS school has gone the longest without appearing in a bowl game?” 
is not Duke. The Blue Devils snapped an 18-year string without 
a postseason berth with last season’s Belk Bowl appearance, and 
despite a difficult loss to Cincinnati in that game, there’s a sense that 
the Dukies are heading in the right direction. 

David Cutcliffe earned ACC Coach of the Year for last season’s 
work. The next step is to finish with a winning record, something 
that hasn’t happened in Durham since 1994. 


OFFENSE 

Duke returns four starters on the offensive line but took a major hit 
at the skill positions with the graduation of quarterback Sean Renfree 
and wide receiver Conner Vernon, one of the most prolific tandems 
in school history. Anthony Boone, a 6-0, 230-pound junior, takes 
over for Renfree. Boone has some experience, having filled in for an 
injured Renfree last season during the Blue Devils’ 42-17 win over 
Virginia (a game in which he went 18-for-31 with 212 yards and four 
touchdowns). Jamison Crowder, who tied with Vernon for the team 
lead with 1,074 receiving yards, is back. Athletic Brandon Braxton 
moved from safety to receiver to help fill the void left by Vernon. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

Duke was awful across the board defensively last season, ranking 
105th nationally in total defense, 107th in scoring defense, 101st in rushing 
defense and 114th in pass-efficiency defense. So maybe a lot of turnover 
isn'ta bad thing. Duke returns just five defensive starters, highlighted by 
linemen Kenny Anunike, Justin Foxx and Sydney Sarmiento. Cornerback 
Ross Cockrell leads the secondary, with freshman DeVon Edwards 
slated to get most of the reps at the opposite corner. No one at the three 


safety spots has more than a year of 
erase: IMPACT PLAYER 
|RossCockrell,CB_ 7 /@ 


The Blue Devils are strong on 
special teams, as both of Duke’s 

specialists—kicker Ross Martin A6-0,180-pound senior, 

and punter Will Monday—earned Cockrell ls comme att on oa b 
WraalisiancAllA meson hoses interception season and is rated by 
last season. 


several scouting services as one of 
the top 10 cornerbacks in the 2014 
NFL Draft class. He also racked up 
a career-high 71 tackles last season 
and enters this year in Duke’s 
career top 10 in passes defended, 
pass breakups and interceptions. 


BOTTOM LINE 

The Blue Devils’ hopes of moving 
up the Coastal Division ladder rest 
on defensive improvement. 


BLUE DEVILS 


2013 SCHEDULE 


A.3) North Carolina Central 
S.7 @MEMPHIS 
S.14 Georgia Tech 
S.21 Pittsburgh 
S.28 Troy 
0.12 Navy 
0.19 VIRGINIA 
0.26 VIRGINIA TECH 
NO North Carolina State 
N.16 Miami (FL) 
N.23 @WAKE FOREST 
N.30 @NORTH CAROLINA 
COACH 

David Cutcliffe 

Sixth year (21-40) 

Career record: 65-69 

Offensive coordinator: 

Kurt Roper (sixth year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Jim Knowles (fourth year) 

FAST FACT. 

2012 RECORD: 6-7 

Lost to Cincinnati in the 

Belk Bowl, 48-34 

Stadium: Wallace Wade Stadium 
(33,941) 

Tickets: 1-877-375-DUKE 

Site: Durham, N.C. 

Online: goduke.com 

Twitter: @Duke FB 
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Time to see whether Big Ten can keep up with 
Meyer’s way of doing business in Columbus 


By Michael Bradley SN Correspondent 


Well, Urban Meyer has shown everybody 
how it's supposed to be done, and now we'll 
see if the rest of the Big Ten paid attention. 

From the moment Meyer arrived at Ohio 
State after the 2011 season, he approached 
the job as if he were lining up against Alabama 
and LSU every week instead of Purdue and 
Indiana. 

To him, ultimate success is winning the 
national championship, and the way to do that 
is accumulate as much fast, athletic talent as 
possible—by just about any means necessary. 

Meyer angered the rest of the conference 
when he tried to poach players who had 
committed to other Big Ten schools. Meyer's 
rationale is simple: These recruits might have 
pledged their troth, but there wasn't a ring—or 
letter of intent, in this case—so they were still 
open for business. This past recruiting cycle 
proved Meyer's methods work. He assembled 
a top-five class and brought in talent from all 
over the country. Whereas former coach Jim 
Tressel was Mr. Ohio, Meyer is Mr. Everywhere. 

The question now is whether or not the rest 
of the Big Ten keeps up. Meyer made it clear 
winning the league is nice, but it takes more 


than the old, established Big Ten ways to beat 
the nation’s best. It takes a type of player that 
hasn't been seen in the Rust Belt on a regular 
basis. 

If the rest of the neighborhood isn't 
interested in keeping up, so be it. 

They have noticed at Michigan, where 
Brady Hoke put together another outstanding 
recruiting class in an effort to transform the 
Wolverines into a team capable of compet- 
ing with the best of the best. A humiliating 
season-opening loss to defending national 
champion Alabama will do that. 

Meyer's undefeated 2012 season—accom- 
plished with no bowl carrot at the end of the 
season's stick and the scent of probation still 
hovering over the program—shows he can 
coach and recruit. What will the rest of the 
league do to stop him? 

The Big Ten has a lucrative network and is 
leading the way in conference realignment, 
but the true test is its play on the field against 
the bullies from other conferences. Ohio State 
and Michigan are aiming to defend their turf. If 
the rest of the league doesn't follow, it might 
be left behind. 


Nebraska's Bo Pelini 
faces the most pressure 


Wisconsin owed no 
fell apologies for making 


PM But don't we have to talk 


Z| lowa changes coaches 
about Braxton Miller? If 


Kent! like the Catholic Church 


a third straight Rose Bow! to win the Legends Division: changes popes. Come to Dhio State runs the table again, 
trip despite finishing third in even when he did that last think of it, Kirk Ferentz can't lock its quarterback in as the 
the Leaders Division behind season, he wound up with four withstand another sub-.500 Heisman Trophy winner. 
ineligible Ohio State and Penn losses for the fifth year ina season. 

State ... but that's over now. row. Heat: on. 


It's the Buckeyes’ world. 
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MEYER: GENE J. PUSKAR / AP 


MAXWELL: CARLOS OSORIO / AP; SCOTT: STEPHEN MORTON / AP; ALVITI: RICK WEST / DAILY HERALD 


RATING THE BIG TEN 


® FASTEST RECEIVER 

Davin Smith, Wf, Ohio State 

His straight-line speed can humble any cornerback. 
» BESTHANDS 

Allan Robinson, Wf, Penn State 

A reliable target in coach Bill O'Brien's pro-style 
attack. 

» BEST PASSING 08 

Davin Gardner, Michigan 

Will flourish in his first full season as a starter in 
coordinator Al Barges’ scheme. 

» BEST RUNNING OB 

Taylor Martinez, Nebraska 

A decisive runner who is dangerous on designed 
draws and scrambles. 

» MOST ELUSIVE RB 

Venric Mark, Northwestern 

Can make people miss in close quarters and the 
open field. 

» BEST INSTINCTS 

Braxton Millar, 08, Qhio State 

Feels pressure well and avoids tacklers from all 
angles. 

> BEST ATHLETE 

Braxton Millar, 08, Ohio State 

Arare blend of speed and size makes him tough 
to corral. 

» BEST UNDER PRESSURE 

Taylor Martinez, 08, Nebraska 

Able to make plays with his arm and feet no matter 
the situation. 

» TOP NFL PROSPECT 

Taylor Lewan, 01, Michigan 

Returned for senior year despite projections as a 
first-round draft pick. 

» TOP IMPACT FROSH 

Derrick Green, 28, Michigan 

The Wolverines desperately need an answer at 
tailback, and the touted Virginia recruit arrives 
just in time. 

» HARDEST HITTER 

Max Bullough, L8. Michigan State 
Third-generation Spartan wants to make rivals’ 
grandkids hurt. 


TYLER SCOTT 
NORTHWESTERN 


» BEST PASS RUSHER 

Tyler Scott, DE, Northwestern 

Brings good drive off the edge to reach the pocket. 
 BESTINTERVIEW 

Taylor Lawan, 07, Michigan 

Brings an offbeat sense of humor and an interest 
ing way of describing things. 

» BEST GAME-DAY COACH 

Urban Mayer, Dhio State 

Capable of bending his system to meet the demands 
of the moment. 

» BEST RECRUITER 

Urban Mayer. head coach. Ohio State 

Have you seen the talent in his first two recruiting 
classes? 

> MOST INTIMIDATING STADIUM 

Ohio Stadium, hic State 

Fans are loud, persistent and not always nice to 
opposing fans. 


1> MICHIGAN In addition to signing an elite 
quarterback (Shane Morris) and running back (Derrick 
Green), the Wolverines have the best class of O-linemen 
in the country—by a mile. Get ready for a bruising 
offensive attack. 

2 > OHIOSTATE The defensive backs and offensive 
skill players are the most impressive parts of the class. 
The Buckeyes’ offense will score a lot of points with 
this group. 

3» NEBRASKA The Cornhuskers raided talent-rich 
areas of Big Ten country, along with Texas, Florida and 
California, where they grabbed dual-threat OB Johnny 
Stanton. 

4» PENNSTATE This could have been a disastrous 
recruiting year for the Nittany Lions, but they were able 
to hold on to four SN Top 125 players—including QB 
Christian Hackenberg and TE Adam Breneman. 

S >» INDIANA There's a drop-off in the quality of 
classes at this spot, but the Hoosiers still did a nice job 
of adding talent, including WR Taj Williams. 

6 > MICHIGAN STATE The Spartans have good 
linebackers arriving, including SN Top 125 player Jon 
Reschke and Shane Jones. 


ALL-BIG TEN 
OFFENSE 

QB Braxton Miller, Jr tate 

RB Ameer Abdullah, Jr. Nebraska 

RB Venric Mark, Sr weste 

OL. Taylor Lewan, Sr, Michigan 

OL Spencer Long, Sr., Nebraska 

OL Andrew Norwell, Sr, Dhio State 

OL Jeremiah Sirles, S: 

OL John Urschal, Sr, Penn State 

TE Kyle Carter, So., Penn State 

WR dared Abbraderis, Sr. Wisconsin 

WHR Allen Robinson, Jr., Penn State 
DEFENSE 

DE Deion Barnes, So., Penn State 

DE Tyler Scott, Sr. Northwestern 

DT Beau Allen, Sr. Wisconsin 

DT Ra’Shade Hageman, Sr. Minnesota 

LB Chris Borland, Sr. 

LB Anthony Hitchens, Sr, lowa 

LB Ryan Shazier, Jr. Dt te 

CB Darqueze Dennard, Sr. Michigan State 

Bradley Roby, Jr 
{braheim Campbell, Jr. Northwestern 


Isaiah Lewis, Sr, Michi 
SPECIALISTS 

K Brendan Gibbons, Sr. 

P Mike Sadlar, Jr. Michigan State 


Wier, 
WISCONSIN 


Michigan 


RECRUITING ROUNDUP by Brian McLaughlin 


BiG TEN 


‘7 > WISCONSIN The 
coaching change impacted 
the Badgers’ class, but the staff was 
able to hold on to powerful RB Corey 
Clement. 

8 >» NORTHWESTERN Sporting 
News Top 125 QB Matt Alviti was a big 
pickup for the Wildcats, who went 
heavy recruiting on offense. 

S > ILLINOIS Thelllinilanded highly 
regarded QB Aaron Bailey and did anice 
job on the defensive side. 

10 » IOWA The Hawkeyes had a balanced 
class and filled their needs with blue-collar 
recruits. 

11> PURDUE The Boilermakers mined the 
Southeast for talent. Ten of the program's 23 
signees are from Florida and Georgia. 

12 >» MINNESOTA The Golden Gophers, like Purdue, 
also reached into the Southeast to fill their class. 


MATT ALVITI 


MAXWELL 


ASGENDING 


my MICHIGAN STATE 
& > This isn't just an 
Andrew Maxwell thing: It's 


everybody. The Spartans have to jump 
forward from their 7-6, 3-6 dud in 
2012. They're too talented not to, and 
Mark Dantonio is too good a coach. 


DESCENDING 


PENN STATE 
KS > As much grief as OB Matt 
McGloin took in his career, 
he was a true leader. Without him, the 
Nittany Lions lose more than just the 


stats. That 6-2 league record won't be 
repeated, 
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MICHIGAN 


WOLVERINES 


ee es oe eae 0 ag om a a oy 


2013 SCHEDULE 


A.3 Central Michigan 
S.7 Notre Dame 
S.14 Akron 
S.21 @CONNECTICUT 
0.5 Minnesota 
0.12 @PENN STATE 
0.19 Indiana 
N.2 @MICHIGAN STATE 
NO Nebraska 
N.16 @NORTHWESTERN 
N.23 @IOWA 
N.30 Ohio State 


COACH 

Brady Hoke 

Third year (19-7) 

Career record: 66-57 
Offensive coordinator: 
Al Borges (third year) 


Defensive coordinator: 
Greg Mattison (fifth year) 


Outback Bowl, 33-28 

Stadium: Michigan Stadium (109,901) 
Tickets: 866-296-MTIX 

Site: Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Online: mgoblue.com 

Twitter: Gumichfootball 


Michigan played in a pair of 
top-shelf bowl games in Brady 
Hoke’s first two years in Ann Arbor, 
including the 2012 Sugar Bowl, but the 
coach isn’t close to satisfied with what his 
teams accomplished. Since the Wolverines haven’t 
won a Big Ten title on his watch, you won’t catch 
Hoke dousing his team with praise. 

If Michigan is going to reach the level Hoke 
prefers in 2013, it needs significant contributions 
from young players. Although the program is close 
to shaking off all the effects of Rich Rodriguez's 


three-year tenure, the transformation isn’t complete. 


The Wolverines will be able to run Hoke’s pro-style 
offense, now that Denard Robinson has graduated, 
but the defense still lacks the depth and playmakers 
to be the kind of ruthless outfit Hoke wants. 

Michigan has talent, but it is still young and 
likely a year away from contending for a national 
championship. Still, the Wolverines will be one of 
the better teams in the Big Ten and the nation. 


OFFENSE 

Few Michigan fans will say a negative word 
about Robinson, whose grit, highlight-reel plays 
and charisma will be cherished for a long time. But 
Hoke and offensive coordinator Al Borges favor a 
run-based, pro-style attack with the quarterback 
under center most of the time. 

Devin Gardner will operate that scheme. He 
showed tremendous progress after starting five 
games last year and built on that with improved 
passing in the spring. 

He'll have to be precise, because the Wolverines are 
thin at receiver. Seniors Jeremy Gallon (49 catches, 
829 yards, 4 TDs) and Drew Dileo (20, 331, 2) are 
small targets, but both are experienced and can get 
downfield. Expect speedy redshirt freshman Jehu 
Chesson and sophomore Amara Darboh to see plenty 


58 2013 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


DEVIA 


of time. Sophomore Devin Funchess 

hada fine debut at tight end with five 
TDs. He has big-time potential. 
Despite Borges’ proclivity for a power- 

running attack, Michigan’s ground game is 
in flux. Senior tailback Toussaint Fitzgerald (514 
yards, 5 TDs) suffered a broken leg against Iowa 
last season and did not participate in spring drills. 
Neither junior Thomas Rawls (242 yards, 4 TDs) 
nor sophomore Justice Hayes (83, 1) is proven. The 
Wolverines will be excited to see what highly-touted 
freshman Derrick Green can do right away. 
Left tackle Taylor Lewan returned for his senior year 

despite being projected as a first-round pick. Lewan 
is among the nation’s best linemen, and senior right 
tackle Michael Schofield is a stalwart. There is the 
small matter of the middle of the line, however. Expect 
sophomore Jack Miller to handle center, while redshirt 
freshmen Ben Braden and Kyle Kalis and junior Joey 
Burzynski will fight for the two guard spots. 


DEFENSE 

The Wolverines have holes to fill here, including 
an unanticipated problem at outside linebacker that 
popped up when last year’s leading tackler, junior 
Jake Ryan, tore his ACL during spring drills. That 
makes a thin front seven even more vulnerable. 

Up front, seniors Quinton Washington and Jibreel 
Black are the likely starting tackles, with junior 
Frank Clark set at rush end. Michigan moved junior 
Brennen Beyer from end to linebacker after Ryan’s 
injury, so the outside rotation has some questions 
the Wolverines hope the combination of sophomores 
Keith Heitzman and Mario Ojemudia can answer. 
Keep an eye on freshman Taco Charlton, who could 
play his way into the rotation. 

Depth will be an issue at linebacker. Junior 
Desmond Morgan, a 2012 starter, moved to the 
middle, while senior Cam Gordon steps into Ryan’s 


GARDNER: CARLOS OSORIO / AP 


position on the strong side and sophomore James Ross takes 
over the weak side. Gordon is on the spot to perform well 
perhaps more than anybody else on the defense. 

The return of junior cornerback Blake Countess from a torn 
ACL helps fortify the secondary, which must replace a pair of 
starters, most notably safety Jordan Kovacs. Junior Raymon 
Taylor started at one corner last year, and senior Courtney 
Avery was a part-time regular. Senior Thomas Gordon made 
75 tackles at free safety, but the vacant strong spot could be 
a problem. Sophomore Jarrod Wilson will likely get the nod 
ahead of junior Marvin Robinson. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Senior punter Will Hagerup led the Big Ten last year with 
45.0 yards per punt and earned first-team All-Big Ten honors 
from media. But he was suspended from the Outback Bow] for 
violating team rules. Brendan Gibbons, another senior, was 
14-of-16 on field-goal attempts with a long of 52 yards. The 
return situation is solid but not overwhelming. Sophomore 
speedster Dennis Norfleet is a good kick returner. He'll likely 
rotate on punt returns with Gallon and Dileo. 


BOTTOM LINE 

Michigan has a lot of talent on its roster, but it might need 
one more year before hitting the big stage. The good news is 
Gardner has the potential to be a first-rate quarterback and 
is perfect for Borges’ system. The bad news is the rest of the 
skill-position players are untested. The line needs immediate 
help. The defense has an ace in coordinator Greg Mattison, 
but it lacks depth and proven playmakers. Expect flashes of 
brilliance from the Wolverines, but sustained excellence will 
be elusive. 


» RECRUITING REPORT 


Offensive line was the big 
need for Michigan in the 2013 
recruiting cycle and Brady Hoke 
and his coaching staff went out 
and landed perhaps the best 
groupin the country, led by the 
nation’s top center Patrick Kugler 
and the nation’s Nos, 3-4 guards 
in Kyle Bosch and David Dawson. 
Offensive tackles Chris Fox and 
Logan Tuley-Tillman round out 
this special group. With a 27-player 
haul that was the nation’s No.5 
class overall, Michigan also secured 
two blue-chip running backs in 
five-star Derrick Green and four- 
star DeVeon Smith. Both will push 
for playing time.as true freshmen. 
Another area of need was the 
secondary and the Wolverines 
inked six defensive backs, including 
four four-stars led by safety 
Dymonte Thomas. Michigan's 
quarterback of the future, Shane 
Morris, was instrumental in landing 
this talented class, joining the 
fold before his junior season and 
recruiting players just as hard as 
the coaches. 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


iL > DERRICK GREEN, RB 
The6-0,220-pound five-star prospect out of Rich- 
mond (Va.) Hermitage High will havea chance toplay 
immediately in Ann Arbor. AU.S. Army All-American 
who ranked as thenation’s No. 4 running back overall, 
according to the 247Composite, Green ran for 1,350 
yards and 21 touchdowns asa prep senior. 


@ > DYMONTETHOMAS,S 
AUS. Army All-American who enrolled early in Ann 


ing to the 247Composite. The 6-1, 190-pound Alli- 
ance (Ohio) Marlington product had 70 tackles, one 


also rushing for 1,270 yards and 18 touchdowns. 


3 > SHANEMORRIS, 0B 

Thenation’s No. 3 pro-style passer, according to the 
247Composite, the Warren (Mich.) DeLa Salle High 
product capped his prep career as an Under Armour 
All-American. The 6-3, 201-pounder committed prior 


inthecountry. 


4 > PATRICK KUGLER,C 
The nation's top-ranked center, the Wexford (Pa.) 
North Allegheny standout headlines arguably the 
nation’s top class of offensive linemen. His father, 
Sean Kugler, is the head football coach at UTEP. 


SS > TACOCHARLTON, DE 

Afreak athlete at 6-6 and 249 pounds, Charlton 
racked up 116 tackles, 24 stops forloss and 19 sacks 
asa senior at Pickerington (Ohio) Central High. 
The 247Composite ranked the early enrollee as the 


—Steve WIltfong —vation'sNo.3weakside defensiveend. 


Arbor, Thomas was the nation’s No. 9 safety, accord- 


interception and a fumble recovery as.a senior, while 


tohis junior season and has one of the strongest arms 


S-YEAR RECORD 
» 34-29 
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IMPACT PLAYER 


Devin Gardner completed 63.3 
percent of his passes last year and 
showed he could handle a pro-style 
set. The 6-4, 210-pounder received 
asixth year of eligibility from the 
NCAA during the offseason, so he'll 
have time to develop into the type 
of passer head coach Brady Hoke 
and coordinator Al Borges covet. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


OFFENSE 
» PASSING _ 
Devin Gardner 
GP Effic. | 


GP Cmp-Att-Int_Pct._Yds. TD Avg/G_ 
Bi 167 | 7526-5 1595) 1219/11) 938 
» RUSHING __GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/6 
Fitzgerald Toussaint 10 130, 514 4.0/5 514 


RECEIVING _GP_No. Yds. Avg TD Avg/6 


JeremyGallon 13 49 829 16.9 4! 638 
DEFENSE 
»TACKLES _——GP.Solo._ Assist’ Total 
Jake Ryan 3) 56 | 32 88 
» SACKS ______6P No. Yards 
JakeRyan B 45 5 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Thomas Gordon 2/9 |} 95 ]0 
Raymon Taylor 71 mM | 30/1 
2012 TEAM STATS 
| OPP 
SCORING 368 258 
Points Per Game 29.8 19.8 
FIRST DOWNS 249 237 
Rushing 12 6 
Passing 1B 10) 
Penalty 4 20 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2389 1957 
Yardsgainedrushing 2688 2300 


Yards lost rushing 299 343 
Rushing Attempts 502 514 
Average Per Rush 48 3.8 
Average Per Game 183.8 150.5 
TDs Rushing 7] 9 
PASSING YARDAGE 2591 2203 
Comp-Att-Int 169-318-19 _198-330-7 
Average Per Pass 8] 6] 
Average Per Catch 53 MW 
Average Per Game 199.3 169.5 
TDs Passing 20 16 
TOTAL OFFENSE 4980 4160 
Total Plays 820 844 
Average Per Play 6] 49 


Average Per Game 383.1 320.0 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 42-926 48-1116 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 16-14] 21-203 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS Ha 19-225 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

QB Devin Gardner (6-4, 210, Jr.) 
Brian Cleary (6-3, 199, Fr.) 

FB Joe Kerridge (6-0, 244, So.) 
Sione Houma (6-0, 229, So.) 

RB Fitzgerald Toussaint (5-10, 200, Sr.) 
Justice Hayes (5-10, 190, So.) 

OT Taylor Lewan (6-8, 308 Sr.) 
Kristian Mateus (6-7, 306, Jr.) 

0G Ben Braden (6-6, 314, Fr.) 
Blake Bars (6-5, 284, Fr.) 

C Jack Miller (6-4, 291, So.) 
Graham Glasgow (6-6, 303, So.) 

0G Joey Burzynski (6-1, 29), Jr.) 
Kyle Kalis (6-5, 297, Fr.) 

OT Michael Schofield (6-7, 303, Sr.) 
Erik Gunderson (6-8, 316, Sr.) 

TE Devin Funchess (6-4, 228, So.) 
A.J. Williams (6-6, 265, So.) 

WR Jeremy Gallon (5-8, 187, Sr.) 
Amara Darboh (6-2, 213, So.) 

WR Drew Dileo (5-10, 177, Sr.) 
Jehu Chesson (6-3, 193, Fr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Frank Clark (6-2, 277, Jr.) 
Mario Ojemudia (6-2, 244, So.) 
DT Jibreel Black (6-3, 276, Sr.) 
Willie Henry (6-3, 306, Fr.) 
NT Quinton Washington (6-4, 305, Sr.) 
Ondre Pipkins (6-3, 308, So.) 
DE Keith Heitzman (6-3, 277, So.) 
Matt Godin (6-6, 277, Fr.) 
SLB Cam Gordon (6-3, 233, Sr.) 
Brennen Beyer (6-3, 254, Jr.) 
MLB Desmond Morgan (6-1, 227, Jr.) 
Joe Bolden (6-3, 222, So.) 
WLB James Ross Ill (6-1, 223, So.) 
Royce Jenkins-Stone (6-2, 215, So.) 
CB Blake Countess (5-10, 181, Jr.) 
Courtney Avery (5-11, 174, Sr.) 
CB Raymon Taylor (5-10, 186, Jr.) 
Ross Douglas (5-10, 176, Fr.) 
FS Thomas Gordon (5-11, 207, Sr.) 
Allen Gant (6-2, 203, Fr.) 
SS Jarrod Wilson (6-2, 196, So.) 
Marvin Robinson (6-2, 202, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Brendan Gibbons (6-1, 240, Sr.) 
P WillHagerup (6-4, 227, Sr.) 


8 Sporting News All-American 


STATISTIC MICH | OPP | 
KICKRETURN AVG. no 22 
PUNTRETURNAVG. 8.8 9] 
INTRETURN AVG. 181 18 
FUMBLES-LOST 18 2 


PENALTIES-YARDS 62-628 84-719 
Average Per Game 483 553 
PUNTS-YARDS 45-1917 58-2457 
Average Per Punt 416 42.4 
Net punt average 35.9 39.6 
TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 3010 29:50 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 87/173 64/178 


3rd-Down Pct. 50%_ 36% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. o/13 9/21 
4th-Down Pct. 69% 43% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 22-184 18-131 
MISC YARDS 0 _ 5! 
TDS SCORED 48 28 
FG-ATTEMPTS 1-21. 2130 
ATTENDANCE 67351 371760 
Games/AvgPerGame 6/112252 _5/74352 
Neutral Site Games 2/72410 


SCOREBYOQTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 
Michigan 62 148 99 72 7 388 
Opponent 62 91 39 66 O 258 


Follow Sporting News on Twitter @sportingnews 59 


2013 SCHEDULE 


Wyoming 
Southern Miss 
UCLA 
South Dakota State 
Illinois 
@PURDUE 
@MINNESOTA 
Northwestern 
@MICHIGAN 
Michigan State 
(@PENN STATE 
lowa 
COACH 
Bo Pelini 
Seventh year (49-20) 
Career record: 49-20 
Offensive coordinator: 
Tim Beck (third year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
John Papuchis (second year) 
FAST FACTS 
2012 RECORD: 10-4 
Lost to Georgia in the 
Capital One Bowl, 45-31 
Stadium: Memorial Stadium (81,091) 
Tickets: 800-8-BIGRED 
Site: Lincoln, Neb. 
Online: huskers.com 
Twitter: @Huskers 


The Cornhuskers won 10 games 
last year, but it’s hard for any 
Nebraska fan to forget how 2012 
ended. A pair of big losses shook the 
program. Wisconsin ripped Nebraska 
70-31 in the Big Ten Championship Game, and 
Georgia beat the Cornhuskers 45-31 in the Capital 
One Bowl. Add the 63-38 regular-season beating at 
Ohio State, and fans had to be wondering what in 
the name of the Blackshirts was going on. 

Those ridiculous numbers have folks wondering 
whether the Huskers have to change their 
approach in order to compete against the best of the 
Big Ten and beyond. More than likely, Nebraska 
will have to understand that simply trying to 
outscore people isn’t going to work, and finding 
speed on the defensive side of the ball is paramount 
to greater success. With a young defense that 
returns only five starters and is particularly green 
up the middle, that might not happen right away. 


Everybody knows senior quarterback Taylor 
Martinez can run (1,019 yards, 10 TDs in 2012). 
Spring practice showed he has the potential to be a 
more accurate passer with better decision-making. 
That would be huge, because a better passing 
attack would make Nebraska’s offense deadly. 

Martinez has a few proven targets and a few 
others ready to step in. Junior Kenny Bell averaged 
17,3 yards on his 50 catches last year and scored 
eight TDs. Bell and Quincy Enunwa (42 catches, 
470 yards, 1 TD) and Jamal Turner (32, 417, 3) form 
a good nucleus. The real fun will come if redshirt 
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freshmen Alonzo Moore and Jordan 

Westerkamp are as electrifying as 
some in Huskers camp think they are. 
With Martinez and junior I-back 

Ameer Abdullah (1,137 yards, 8 TDs) back, 
Nebraska’s ground game will be potent again. 
Sophomore Imani Cross (324 yards, 7 TDs) provides 
good depth. They'll work behind a line that returns 
three starters and has the potential to be strong. 
Senior Spencer Long is an anchor at right guard 

anda prime All-America candidate, and senior 
tackles Jeremiah Sirles and Andrew Rodriguez have 
all-conference talent. Expect junior Jake Cotton 
to grab the vacant left guard position, while Cole 
Pensick, a versatile senior, will likely start at center. 


The last two games of the 2012 season were 
disastrous. Nebraska surrendered 640 total yards 
in the loss to Wisconsin, including 539 rushing 
yards and eight TDs, then gave up 589 more yards to 
Georgia. There is talent, but most of it is young, and 
with eight starters gone, it might be a while before 
Nebraska is strong on this side of the ball again. 

Defensive end Jason Ankrah and tackle Thad 
Randle are the returning starters up front, where 
Nebraska will rely heavily newcomers and redshirts 
for depth. The most intriguing of the bunch is end 
Randy Gregory, who had 21 tackles for loss at the 
junior-college level last year. Redshirt freshman Greg 
McMullen had a good spring. Sophomores Aaron 
Curry and Kevin Williams will work to grab the 
interior spot next to Randle, with redshirt freshman 
Vincent Valentine another candidate at tackle. 


MARTINEZ: MARK LOMOGLIO / ICON SMI 


There will be three new starters at linebacker. The most 
seasoned of the bunch is sophomore David Santos (24 tackles), 
who split time on the weak side last year but can also play the 
middle. Redshirt freshmen Thomas Brown and Jared Afalava 
were deadlocked at Nebraska’s “buck” linebacker position. 
Junior Zaire Anderson, who missed all but three games last 
year with a torn ACL, is healthy and will provide a big boost at 
outside linebacker. 

The Huskers have plenty of experience at cornerback with 
the return of seniors Ciante Evans and Andrew Green along 
with junior Josh Mitchell. Add in senior Stanley Jean-Baptiste, 
who led the team with nine pass breakups, and you havea 
strong contingent. The question comes at safety, where juniors 
Corey Cooper and Harvey Jackson step in. Both looked good in 
the spring, but neither has considerable experience. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The loss of punter/kicker Brett Maher is a big one, because he 
handled both duties the past two seasons. Although sophomore 
Mauro Bondi has a strong leg, he has limited experience. At least 
the return game is loaded. Abdullah averaged 13.1 yards on punt 
returns with one touchdown and 21.2 yards on kickoff returns. 
Bell averaged 23.2 yards per kick return. 


BOTTOM LINE 

Fans of the traditional stiff-necked Nebraska defense might 
have to avert their eyes in 2013—at least for a little while— 
because the Huskers might have to outscore some people while 
that talent emerges. Fortunately for coach Bo Pelini, the offense 
has the weapons to do just that. If the line solidifies and Martinez 
becomes a more effective passer, Nebraska could have the 
conference's top offense. If the defense comes together quickly, 
another berth in the Big Ten Championship Game is possible. 


> RECRUITING REPORT 


2BaysrorTs 
NebraskacoachBoPelin’ RATING THE RECRUITS 
stressed that his incoming ‘1 > RANDY GREGORY, DE 
class of 26, which ranked The nation’s No. Ijunior-college weakside defensive end 
23rd nationally and No. and No. 4 prospect overall out of Arizona Western, Gregory 


will come in and replace the Huskers’ best lineman in 2012, 
Eric Martin. The 6-5, 240-pounder has elite athleticism, and 
heracked up 21 tackles for loss and nine sacks in 2011 before 
missing all of 2012 withan inury 


3inthe Big Ten, needs to 
come in ready to contribute 
tight away. The Huskers 
particularly got better in 
their front seven, landing the 
nation’s top junior-college 
weakside defensive end in 
Randy Gregory, and four- 
star linebackers Courtney 
Love, Marcus Newby and 
Josh Banderas, among 
others. Quarterback Johnny 


2> TERRELL NEWBY, RB 

The country’s No. 1] running back, according to the 247Com- 
posite, rushed for nearly 4,500 yards and 79 touchdowns in 
his final two seasons at West Hills aes } Chaminade silane 


3> » MARCUS NEWBY, LB 

Ranked by 247Sports as the nation’s No, Il outside linebacker, 
the North Potomac (Md.) Quince Orchard High standout had 

a stellar senior season, registering 132 tackles, 15 tackles for 


loss and seven pass breakups. 

Stanton and four-star —— —— 
running backs TerrellNewby § 4 » DAVIDKNEVEL,OT 
and Adam Taylor should be The 6-9, 285-pound behemoth was the top prospect in 

. by Canada and first player north of the border to sign with 
able to keep this fast-paced Nebraska since 1999, Knevel has a frame and skill set that 
offense moving for many reminds some of former Miami great and top-10 NFL draft 
years to come. Pelini and pick Bryant McKinnie. 
his staff were also able to — == 


5 > JOHNNY STANTON, 8 

The nation’s No. 9 dual-threat quarterback played in just 
four games as a prep senior before getting injured, but still 
Managed to pass for 949 yards and 12 touchdowns while 
tushing for another 386 yards and 10 scores on just 47 carries. 
Led Rancho Santa Margarita (Calif.) Catholic to the state 
titleas ajunior. 


shore up the offensive line, 
led by four-star tackle David 
Knevel and touted juco 
tackle Matt Finnin. 

—Steve Wiltfong 
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IMPAGT PLAYER 


Zaire Anderson was expected to 
make an impact asa playmaker at 
outside linebacker last season, but 
he tore his right ACL in September. 
He's back, carried 225 pounds 
during the spring (up from 203 in 
2012) and has the look of someone 
who will bea key contributor ona 
young front seven. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


OFFE 

P PASSING 

Taylor Martinez 

GP Effic. Cmp-Attint Pet. Yds. TD Avg/G_ 


14) W4L6 | 228-368-12 | 62.0 | 2871/23! 2051 


» RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/6 
Ameer Abdullah 14226: 1137 5.0 8 B12 
RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg TD Avg/G 
Kenny Bell 4/50 863 1738 616 
DEFENSE 
»TACKLES GP. Solo Assist Total 
Ciante Evans 4 3 «8 56 
» SACKS GP No. Yards _ 
Ciante Evans 4) 20 18 
Jason Ankrah 4) 20 B 
P INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
StanleyJean-Baptiste 2° 48 | 240 | 
2012 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC. NEB OPP 
SCORING 487 386 
Points Per Game 34.8 716 
FIRST DOWNS 330 253 
Rushing 180 16 
Passing 1} 107 
Penalty 29 30 


RUSHING YARDAGE 3547 2695 
Yards gainedrushing 3953 2974 


Yards lost rushing 406 279 
Rushing Attempts 662 566 
Average Per Rush 54 48 
Average Per Game 253.4 192.5 
TDs Rushing 3 26 
PASSING YARDAGE 2904 2354 
Comp-Att-Int 233-378-13.__187-397-13 
Average Per Pass i 59 
Average Per Catch 125 12.6 
Average Per Game 207.4 168.1 
TDs Passing 4 18 
TOTAL OFFENSE 6451 5049 
Total Plays 1040 963 
Average Per Play 62 52 


Average Per Game 460.8 360.6 
KICKRETURNS: #-YDS 42-908 33-680 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 29-270 24-284 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 13-205 3-227 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 
QB Taylor Martinez (6-1, 210, Sr.) 
Tommy Armstrong (6-1, 220, Fr.) 
IB Ameer Abdullah (5-9, 190, Jr.) 
Imani Cross (6-1, 225, So.) 
LT Jeremiah Sirles (6-6, 310, Sr.) 
Brent Qvale (6-7, 315, Sr.) 
LG Jake Cotton (6-6, 305, Jr.) 
Givens Price (6-4, 295, So.) 
C Cole Pensick (6-2, 275, Sr.) 
Mark Pelini (6-0, 295, Jr.) 
RG Spencer Long (6-4, 315, Sr.) 
Mike Moudy (6-5, 300, Jr.) 
RT Andrew Rodriguez (6-6, 330, Sr.) 
Zach Sterup (6-8, 315, So.) 
TE Jake Long (6-4, 280, So.) 
David Sutton (6-3, 240, So.) 
WR Kenny Bell (6-1, 185, Jr.) 
Alonzo Moore (6-2, 185, Fr.) 
WR Jamal Turner (6-1, 185, Jr.) 
Jordan Westerkamp (6-0, 200, Fr.) 
WR Quincy Enunwa (6-2, 225, Sr.) 
Taarig Allen (6-3, 195, So.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Jason Ankrah (6-4, 265, Sr.) 
Greg McMullen (6-3, 285, Fr.) 
DT Thad Randle (6-1, 290, Sr.) 
Brodrick Nickens (6-5, 310, Sr.) 
DT Aaron Curry (6-1, 280, So.) 
Kevin Williams (6-2, 275, So.) 
DE Avery Moss (6-2, 270, Fr.) 
Donovan Vestal (6-5, 275, Jr.) 
OLB Zaire Anderson (5-11, 220, Jr.) 
Michael Rose (5-1), 230, Fr.) 
MLB David Santos (6-0, 225, So.) 
Trevor Roach (6-2, 230, Jr.) 
BUCK Thomas Brown (6-2, 220, Fr.) 
Jared Afalava (6-2, 230, Fr.) 
CB Ciante Evans (5-11, 190, Sr.) 
Andrew Green (6-0, 195, Sr.) 
CB Josh Mitchell (5-11, 160, Jr.) 
Stanley Jean-Baptiste (6-3, 220, Sr.) 
S Corey Cooper (6-1, 210, Jr.) 
LeRoy Alexander (6-0, 190, Fr.) 
S Harvey Jackson (6-2, 210, Jr.) 
D.J. Singleton (6-1, 200, Fr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Mauro Bondi (6-0, 205, So.) 
P Sam Foltz (6-1, 200, Fr.) 


~~ Sporting News All-American 


STATISTIC el 
KICK RETURN AVG. 716 20.6 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 93 118 
INT RETURN AVG. 15.8 115 
FUMBLES-LOST 35-22 710 


PENALTIES-YARDS 88-847 78-749 
Average Per Game 605 53.5 


PUNTS-YARDS 62-2552 87-3486 
Average Per Punt 41.2 40. 
Net punt average 35.4 35.5 


TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 30:58 29:02 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 85/196 78/210 


3d-Down Pct. 3% 3% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. mM 4g 
4th-Down Pct. 64% 29% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 3-177 35-250 
MISC YARDS 0 0 
TDS SCORED él 49 
FG-ATTEMPTS 20-27 BB 
ATTENDANCE 598617 368289 
Games/AvgPerGame 7/85517 —_5/73658 
Neutral Site Games 2/50486 


SCOREBYQTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 
Nebraska 144 13 129 101 0 487 
Opponent 100 125 79 82 0 386 
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WILDCATS 


NORTHWESTERN 


2013 SCHEDULE 


A.31 @CALIFORNIA 
S.7 Syracuse 
S.14 Western Michigan 
S.21 Maine 
0.5 Ohio State 
0.12 @WISCONSIN 
0.19 Minnesota 
0.26 @IOWA 
N.2 @NEBRASKA 
N.16 Michigan 
N.23 Michigan State 
N.30 GILLINOIS 

COACH 

Pat Fitzgerald 

Eighth year (50-39) 

Career record: 50-39 

Offensive coordinator: 

Mick McCall (sixth year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Mike Hankwitz (sixth year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 10-3 

Beat Mississippi State in the 

Gator Bowl, 34-20 

Stadium: Ryan Field (49,256) 

Tickets: 888-GO-PURPLE 

Site: Evanston, Ill. 

Online: nusports.com 

Twitter: @NU Sports 


The rallying cry this past spring in Evanston was 5:03. That’s how far 
the Wildcats were away from an undefeated season last year, according to 
coach Pat Fitzgerald. Northwestern should be strong, particularly on offense, 
where skill talent abounds. If the defense can replace starters on all three 
levels and tightens up against the pass, NU will be formidable. 


OFFENSE 

At most schools, if you have two quarterbacks, you have no 
quarterbacks. That's not the case at Northwestern, where senior Kain 
Colter and junior Trevor Siemian are a perfect tandem. Colter (894 rushing 
yards, 12 TDs) is an excellent runner, while Siemian is a good passer. 

Throw in senior tailback Venric Mark (1,366 yards, 12 TDs) and four 
receivers who caught at least 28 passes last year, led by Christian Jones (35 
catches, 412 yards, 2 TDs) and Rashad Lawrence (34 catches, 321 yards), 
and you havea potent offense, albeit one without a true deep threat. 

The line returns only two starters—junior center Brandon Vitabile 
and junior tackle Jack Konopka—but there is talent moving into the other 
spots, even though two potential starters (junior tackle Paul Jorgensen and 
sophomore guard Matt Frazier) were unable to take part in spring drills. 
Figure on sophomore Geoff Mogus filling the final spot at left guard. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Wildcats have tightened things up considerably under Fitzgerald. 
Northwestern allowed 22.5 points per game last season, much better than 
the 27.7 it did in 2011. 

Continuing that improvement will depend on how well the front 
seven evolves. Junior end Tyler Scott (9.0 sacks, 12.5 tackles for loss) 
is a budding star, and junior Sean McEvilly is a steady hand at tackle. 
Sophomore Deonte Gibson has promise at the opposite end, while junior 
Chance Carter and senior Will Hampton are productive in the interior. 

Senior linebacker Damien Proby led the Wildcats with 112 tackles last 
year. He'll have junior Chi Chi Ariguzo (10.5 TFL) on one side, and either 
junior Collin Ellis or sophomore Drew Smith on the other. Junior safety 
Ibraheim Campbell made 89 tackles last year and has all-conference 
potential, while sophomore cornerback Nick VanHoose broke up seven 
passes. Junior Daniel Jones is a returning starter at cornerback, and 
Davion Fleming is likely to step into the other safety spot. 

Northwestern’s special teams are led by Mark, who’s one of the most 


dangerous return men in the 
.H ed twit i = 
nn IMIPNCGT PLAYER 
back punts last season. 
[VenricMark,RB_ 7 4 
BOTTOM LINE Since Mark was knocked out of 


The offense should be difficult 
to stop once the line gets going, 
and the defense has potential but 
must be better against the pass. 
Still, Fitzgerald has the Wildcats 
inching closer towards a Rose 
Bowl. 
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three games last year, there are 
concerns about whether or not the 


5-8, 180-pound tailback can handle 
another year with 226 carries. 
Though the Wildcats are happy with 
their depth at the position, Mark is 
abig-play man who averaged 6.0 
yards per carry in 2012. 


=_VEADDESAD! 
5-YEAR RECORE 
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PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB Kain Colter (6-0, 190, Sr.) 
RB Venric Mark (5-8, 180, Sr.) 
LT Jack Konopka (6-5, 285, Jr.) 
LG Geoff Mogus (6-5, 280, So.) 
C Brandon Vitabile (6-3, 300, Jr.) 
RG Matt Frazier (6-4, 290, So.) 
RT Paul Jorgensen (6-6, 295, Jr.) 
WR Christian Jones (6-3, 225, Jr.) 
WR Rashad Lawrence (6-2, 195, Sr.) 
WR Kyle Prater (6-5, 215, Sr.) 
WR Tony Jones (6-0, 185, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Tyler Scott (6-4, 265, Jr.) 
DT Chance Carter (6-3, 270, Jr.) 
DT Sean McEvilly (6-5, 275, Jr.) 
DE Deonte Gibson (6-3, 240, So.) 
LB ChiChi Ariguzo (6-3, 220, Jr.) 
LB Damien Proby (6-0, 235, Sr.) 
LB Collin Ellis (6-2, 220, Jr.) 
CB Daniel Jones (5-11, 170, Jr.) 
CB Nick VanHoose (6-0, 185, So.) 
S _ Ibraheim Campbell (5-1, 205, Jr.) 
S DavionFleming (5-10, 200, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Jeff Budzien (5-11, 165, Sr.) 
P Brandon Williams (6-2, 185, Sr.) 


Sep sronrs 
iL > TYLERLANCASTER,C 
Thenation’s No. 4 center didnot surrender a sack in three 
seasons at Romeoville (Ill.) Plainfield East High. 
@ > MATTALVITI,QB 
The four-star quarterback and Semper Fidelis All- 
American was a big get for Northwestern, committing 
at the Wildcats’ spring game after receiving offers 


3 > BLAKEKING, OT 
The 6-5, 260-pound Minooka (Ill.) High starcould 
be the state's biggest steal in the 2013 class. 


& > MATTHARRIS, DB 

The 5-11, 180-pound Illinois product will provide 
immediate support toa secondary that saw three 
regulars graduate in 2012. 
S > KEITHWATKINs, RB 
The6-0,180-pound Watkins helped lead Cincinnati 
Moeller toa state championship as a senior, rushing for 
2,146 yards and 25 touchdowns. 


—Steve Wiltfong 


MARK: TONY DING / AP 


BULLOUGH: PAUL BATTAGLIA / AP 


> 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONAL TITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB Andrew Maxwell (6-3, 209, Sr.) 
FB Trevon Pendleton (5-11, 248, So.) 
TB Nick Hill (5-8, 193, Jr.) 
LT FouFonoti (6-4, 298, Sr.) 
LG Blake Treadwell (6-3, 300, Sr.) 
C Jack Allen (6-1, 295, So.) 
RG Dan France (6-6, 315, Sr.) 
RT Skyler Burkland (6-7, 315, Sr.) 
TE Andrew Gleichert (6-5, 255, Jr.) 
WR Tony Lippett (6-3, 185, Jr.) 
WR Keith Mumphery (6-0, 208, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Shilique Calhoun (6-4, 248, So.) 
DT Tyler Hoover (6-7, 290, Sr.) 
NT James Kittredge (6-4, 275, Jr.) 
DE Marcus Rush (6-2, 250, Jr.) 

OLB Taiwan Jones (6-3, 240, Jr.) 

MLB Max Bullough (6-3, 242, Sr.) 

OLB Denicos Allen (5-1), 225, Sr.) 
CB Darqueze Dennard (5-11, 185, Sr.) 
CB Trae Waynes (6-1, 178, So.) 
FS Kurtis Drummond (6-1, 196, Jr.) 
SS_ Isaiah Lewis (5-10, 200, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K KevinMuma (6-0, 199, Sr.) 
P Mike Sadler (6-0, 185, Jr.) 


™™ Sporting News All-American 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


Say sronr= 


L > DAMION TERRY, 0B 
Thenation’s No. Sdual-threat QB was abig get for Michigan 
State after the Spartans struggled at the quarterback 
position in 2013 on the heels of Kirk Cousins’ graduation. 


@ > DELTON WILLIAMS, RB 

The 6-2, 205-pound Williams could play a number of 
different positions in East Lansing but will begin at 

running back and has a chance to see the field early. 


3 » JONRESCHKE,LB 

The four-star linebacker and Michigan State legacy was 
tanked as thenation's No. inside linebacker by the 
247Composite. 

4 » DENNIS FINLEY, OT 

The Spartans were finally able to break into state 
power Detroit Cass Tech and land one of its top players 
inthis 6-7,280-pound four-star prospect who had 
offers from Michigan, Ohio State and Wisconsin. 

S > DARIANHICKS,CB 

This four-star talent played both ways for Solon (Ohio) 
High and had fourinterceptions asa senior. 


—Steve Wiltfong 


MAXBULLOUGH 


Before last season, the Spartans looked ready to make a power 
move in the Big Ten, but some speed bumps emerged. The offense 
wasn’t consistent. Michigan ended its four-game losing streak against 
the Spartans. Now, Michigan State tries to build a more potent attack 
to support its defense, which has led the Big Ten in total yards the last 
two seasons. 


OFFENSE 

Coach Mark Dantonio hired former Ohio State offensive coordinator 
Jim Bollman and promoted Dave Warner to run the offense as 
co-coordinators. The Spartans must find a reliable replacement for 
workhorse running back Le’Veon Bell (1,793 yards, 12 TDs), who left 
for the NFL Draft. The coaches also must get QB Andrew Maxwell to 
improve on last year’s 52.5 completion percentage. 

Junior Nick Hill is the leader at tailback, but he has competition from 
classmate Jeremy Langford and redshirt freshman Nick Tompkins. A 
committee seems likely. Receivers Keith Mumphery, Bennie Fowler and 
Tony Lippett struggled to make plays last season. Sophomore wideout 
Aaron Burbridge is a player to watch. The line returns four starters. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

Coordinator Pat Narduzzi has done a great job with this defense 
and should have another nasty unit. 

The secondary, led by All-Big Ten cornerback Darqueze Dennard, 
is especially stout. At linebacker, senior middle man Max Bullough, a 
first-team All-Big Ten choice, made 111 tackles last year, including 12.5 
for loss. Senior Denicos Allen returns on the strong side, and junior 
Taiwan Jones will step in on the weak side. Although the Spartans 
lose a pair of starters up front, senior Tyler Hoover is a stout tackle, 
and junior end Marcus Rush can get to the passer. 

On special teams, the Spartans lose quite a weapon in graduated 
kicker Dan Conroy, but senior Kevin Muma, MSU’s kickoff specialist 
the past three years, has a big leg. 


IMPACT PLAYER 
| Max Bullough,MLB_ / /d 


One of the hallmarks of Michigan 
State’s defenseis the unit’s ability 
to flow as one to the ball. Middle 


BOTTOM LINE 

Michigan State boasts one of 
the nation’s best defenses, but 
unless Maxwell improves and a 
reliable back can handle the bulk 
of the carries, the Spartans will 
struggle to beat the better teams 
on their schedule. Michigan 
State lacks proven playmakers. 


linebacker Max Bullough usually 
arrives first. Bullough has excellent 
size, the strength to handle rough 
stuff in the middle of the line and 
quickness to reach ballcarriers on 
the outside. 


Download Sporting News’ free tablet app for the iPad 


ICHIGAN STATE 


SPARTANS 


&Y r 
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2013 SCHEDULE 
A.30 Western Michigan 
S7 South Florida 
S.14 Youngstown State 
S.21 @NOTRE DAME 
0.5 @IOWA 
0.12 Indiana 
0.19 Purdue 
0.26 ILLINOIS 
N.2 Michigan 
N.16 @NEBRASKA 
N.23 @NORTHWESTERN 
N.30 Minnesota 

COACH 

Seventh year (51-28) 

Career record: 69-45 

Offensive coordinators: 

Jim Bollman (first year) 

Dave Warner (first year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Pat Narduzzi (seventh year) 

FAST FACTS 

Beat TCU in the 

Buffalo Wild Wings Bowl, 17-16 

Stadium: Spartan Stadium (72,027) 

Tickets: 800-GO-STATE 

Site: East Lansing, Mich. 

Online: msuspartans.com 

Twitter: @MSU Football 
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MINNESOTA 


GOLDEN GOPHERS 


rN 


2013 SCHEDULE 
A.29 UNLV 
S.7 @NEW MEXICO STATE 
S.14 Western Illinois 
S.21 San Jose State 
S.28 lowa 
0.5 @MICHIGAN 
0.19 @NORTHWESTERN 
0.26 Nebraska 
N.2 @INDIANA 
N93 Penn State 
N.23 Wisconsin 
N.30 @MICHIGAN STATE 

COACH 

Jerry Kill 

Third year (9-16) 

Career record: 87-64 

Offensive coordinator: 

Matt Limegrover (third year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Tracy Claeys (third year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 6-7 

Lost to Texas Techin the 

Meineke Car Care Bowl, 34-31 


Stadium: TCF Bank Stadium (50,805) 
Tickets: 800-U-GOPHER 

Site: Minneapolis 

Online: gophersports.com 

Twitter: @GopherFootball 


Even though Minnesota lost the Meineke Car Care Bowl to Texas 
Tech, last year’s 6-7 season was a step forward from Jerry Kill’s 3-9 
debut in 2011. After fattening up on reasonably light nonconference 
schedule outside of Syracuse, Minnesota won only two Big Ten games 
and struggled on offense. Though an improved offensive line should 
help, the Gophers still have work to do on both sides of the ball if they 
want to be more than just a .500 team. 


OFFENSE 

It appears sophomore Philip Nelson will start at quarterback, but he 
completed 49.3 percent of his passes last year and matched eight TDs 
with eight interceptions. Junior Donnell Kirkwood ran for 926 yards and 
six TDs last year and is entrenched at tailback. The receiving situation 
is a serious concern. Junior Isaac Fruechte is the top returner, followed 
by Derrick Engel and Devin Crawford-Tufts. None of them had 20 
receptions last season. The line has promise. Sophomore Josh Campion 
teams with senior Ed Olson for a strong tackle tandem. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Gophers need help, particularly at linebacker, where two 
starters are gone. Aaron Hill (74 tackles) returns on the strong side, 
but there is a battle in the middle between redshirt freshman Jack 
Lynn and junior college transfer Damien Wilson. Another redshirt 
freshman, Nick Rallis, looked good on the outside this spring, along 
with senior James Manuel. 

Senior tackle Ra’Shede Hageman will be the main man after posting 
six sacks in 2012. Junior Michael Amaefula and senior Roland Johnson 
will forma solid defensive-end tandem, and junior Cameron Botticelli 
should see plenty of time at tackle. 

Both cornerback spots are open, and one job could go to Derrick 
Wells, who made the switch from safety. The other could belong 
to sophomore Eric Murray, who looked good in the spring. Junior 
Cedric Thompson made 43 tackles at safety last year and should be 
paired with senior Brock Vereen. On special teams, Christian Eldred 
averaged just 38.1 yards per 
punt last year with only seven 
over 50 yards. The kicking 
spot could go to senior Chris 
Hawthorne, who kicked in 
seven games in 2011. 


IMPACT PLAYER 


If you want to find the player 
who had the best offseason, look 
no further than Hageman, who is 


stronger, quicker and more decisive 
than ever. Expect Hageman to display 
the explosiveness needed to disrupt 
opposing backfields and make life 
easier for the rest of Minnesota’s front 
seven. 


BOTTOM LINE 

The Gophers aren’t ready to 
make a move in the Big Ten; 
there are too many positional 
questions. 
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5-YEAR RECORD 
» 25-38 


@ 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
QB Philip Nelson (6-2, 222, So.) 
RB Donnell Kirkwood (5-10, 219, Jr.) 
LT EdOlson (6-7, 312, Sr.) 
LG ZacEppling (6-2, 306, Jr.) 
C Brian Bobek (6-2, 282, Jr.) 
RG Caleb Bak (6-3, 294, Jr.) 
RT Josh Campion (6-5, 309, So.) 
TE Drew Goodger (6-5, 265, Jr.) 
WR Devin Crawford-Tufts (6-2, 194, Jr.) 
WR Isaac Fruechte (6-3, 205, Jr.) 
WR Derrick Engel (6-2, 182, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Michael Amaefula (6-2, 242, Jr.) 
DT Cameron Boticelli (6-5, 284, Jr.) 
NT Ra’Shede Hageman (6-6, 301, Sr.) 
DE Roland Johnson (6-1, 286, Sr.) 
OLB Aaron Hill (6-2, 228, Sr.) 
MLB Jack Lynn (6-3, 234, Fr.) 
OLB James Manuel (6-2, 210, Sr.) 
CB Derrick Wells (6-0, 198, Jr.) 
CB Eric Murray (6-0, 194, So.) 
S Cedric Thompson (5-10, 199, Jr. ) 
S Brock Vereen (6-0, 20), Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Chris Hawthorne (6-6, 198, Sr.) 
P Christian Eldred (6-3, 190, Jr.) 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


LAT aPOnTs 


‘1 > DE'VONDRECAMPBELL,LB 

The nation’s No. 7 juco outside linebacker, 
Campbell chose Minnesota over Kansas State 
out of Hutchinson (Kan.) Community College. 


@ > DREW WOLITARSKY, WR 

The most prolific receiver in California state history, 
the 6-3, 208-pound wideout from Santa Clarita Canyon 
County owns state records for receptions (281) and 
yardage (5,148). 


3 » BERKLEY EDWARDS, RB 

Both father Stan and older brother Braylon played at 
Michigan before going on to the NFL. 

@ » HENDRICK EKPE, DE 

The6-4, 215-pound Lewisville (Texas) High 

product enrolled early andis the younger 
brother of Gophers defensive lineman Scott Ekpe. 


S > DAMIEN WILSON, LB 
Out of Jones County (Miss.) J.C., the 6-2, 245-pound Wilson 
tanked fourth in the nation in tackles among jucos. 


—Steve Wiltfong 


KIRKWOOD: JESSE JOHNSON / AP 


WEISMAN: CARLOS OSORIO / AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 
» 39-25 


) 09 10 4992. 
eS “- 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Jake Rudock (6-3, 200, So.) 
FB Jake Duzey (6-4, 245, So.) 
RB Mark Weisman (6-0, 225, Jr.) 

LT Brandon Scherff (6-5, 310, Jr.) 
LG Conor Boffeli (6-5, 290, Sr.) 

C Austin Blythe (6-3, 275, So.) 
RG Andrew Donnal (6-7, 305, Jr.) 
RT Brett Van Sloten (6-7, 292, Sr.) 
TE C.J. Fiedorowicz (6-7, 265, Sr.) 
WR Tevaun Smith (6-2, 190, So.) 
WR Kevonte Martin-Manley (6-0, 205, So.) 


DE Drew Ott (6-4, 245, So.) 

DT Louis Trinca-Pasat (6-3, 290, Jr.) 

DT Carl Davis (6-5, 310, Jr.) 

DE Dominic Alvis (6-4, 265, Jr.) 
OLB Christian Kirksey (6-2, 220, Sr.) 
MLB James Morris (6-2, 230, Sr.) 

OLB Anthony Hitchens (6-1, 224, Sr.) 

CB B,J. Lowery (5-11, 188, Sr.) 

CB Jordan Lomax (5-10, 190, Sr.) 

FS Tanner Miller (6-2, 201, Sr.) 

SS Nico Law (6-1, 195, Jr.) 


K Mike Meyer (6-2, 185, Sr.) 
P Connor Kornbrath (6-6, 215, So.) 


Bay aronrs 


» JON WISNIESKI, TE 
The West Des Moines Dowling Catholic product caught 
24 passes for 234 yards and four TDs as a senior. 

» JOHN KENNY, LB 
The 6-2, 215-pound Kenny was 
lowa’s lone early enrollee in 2013. 

» BRANTGRESSEL, DT 
Out of Dayton (Ohio) Centerville, the 6-2, 280-pound 
Gressel had 8.5 tackles for loss as a senior, 


» COLIN GOEBEL, OL 
The 6-5,280-pound Lisle (Ill.) Naperville North product 
earned first-team all-state honors as a senior. Goebel 
was alsoa standout wrestler. 


» DAMOND POWELL, WR 
Powell was one of five recelvers signed by the Hawkeyes 
in 2013, The 5-11, 175-pound juco product had 41 receptions 
for),23] yards and 14 touchdowns last fall at Snow Col- 
lege in Utah, leading the nation in yards per reception. 


—Steve Wiltfong 
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MARK WEISMAN 


After the 2012 season ended with a 4-8 record—including a 2-6 
record in the Big Ten—Iowa coach Kirk Ferentz decided he needed 
some “fresh ideas.” So, three new assistant coaches are on board. Iowa 
returns 14 starters, but no one can be sure whether or not that will 
lead to a reversal of fortunes. 


If the Hawkeyes want to accomplish anything this year, they must 
find a quarterback. James Vandenberg took every snap last year, and his 
replacement is not clear. Sophomore pocket passer Jake Rudock has the 
edge over junior Cody Sokol, who redshirted in 2012 after transferring 
from junior college. The starter will benefit from a proven ground game 


' that features junior Mark Weisman (815 yard, 8 TDs) and junior Damon 2013 SCHEDULE 
_ Bullock (513, 3), Sophomore wide receiver Kevonte Martin-Manley (52 


catches, 571 yards, 2 TDs) and senior tight end C.J. Fiedorowicz (45, 433, Northern|ttinois 
1) are solid targets. Newcomer Damond Powell averaged 30 yards per Missouri State 
catch last season, tops among junior-college players. GIOWASTATE 
The main change up front involves sophomore Austin Blythe, cen ees 
who moves from right guard to center. Junior Brandon Scherff, who nie ce 
suffered a broken leg against Penn State last season, returns to left @OHIOSTATE 
tackle. Senior Brett Van Sloten is a stalwart at right tackle. Northwestern 
Wisconsin 
@PURDUE 
The Hawkeyes weren't terrible in 2012; the unit surrendered a Michigan 
relatively modest 22.9 points per game. There is still work to do, G@NEBRASKA 
especially in pass defense. Opposing QBs completed 63.5 percent 
of their throws against Iowa last season, but at least three starters 
return in the secondary. Senior safety Tanner Miller broke up five 
passes. Miller teams with junior Nico Law for a solid back line. Senior COACH 
B.J. Lowery returns at one cornerback, but the Hawks must find a Kirk Ferentz 
replacement for Micah Hyde at the other corner. The linebackers, led Ith year (100-74) 
by Anthony Hitchens and James Morris, return intact. Career record: 112-95 
On special teams, senior Jordan Cotton is a dangerous return man _ 
who had a 92-yard score ona Offensive coordinator: 
kickoff last season. Greg Davis (second year) 
IMI Defensive coordinator: 
| Mark We Phil Parker (second year) 
The Hawkeyes won't be FAST FACTS 
: fullback to halfback last year and 
ES yy abet Hae t had abig season. He averaged 51 se gered . 
yards per carry and scored eight tadium: Kinnick Stadium (70,585) 
Leaders Division favorites Ohio TDs. A toughrunner with good Tickets: 800-1A-HAWKS 
State and Wisconsin won’t help— vision and solid hands, Weisman has eSakican a es 
i 1,000-yard potential. He also should inline: ' 
ponte potn be tacit ite help ae ti new quarterback’s Twitter: @HawkeyeFootball 


bowl picture. The key is finding a 
reliable quarterback. 


acclimation go more smoothly. 


Follow Sporting News on Twitter @sportingnews 65 


2013 SCHEDULE 


Buffalo 

San Diego State 
@CALIFORNIA 
Florida A&M 
Wisconsin 
@NORTHWESTERN 
lowa 

Penn State 
@PURDUE 
ILLINOIS 
Indiana 
@MICHIGAN 


COACH 


Urban Meyer 

Second year (12-0) 

Career record: 116-23 
Offensive coordinator: 
Tom Herman (second year) 
Defensive coordinators: 
Luke Fickell (ninth year), 
Everett Withers (second year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 12-0 

Stadium: Ohio Stadium (102,329) 
Tickets: 614-292-2624 

Site: Columbus 

Online: ohiostatebuckeyes.com 
Twitter: @OhioStAthletics 


How about that debut from 
Urban Meyer? Ohio State finished 
12-0 in 2012 and would have played 
for the Big Ten title if not for a one- 
year postseason ban. That sentence is 
over, and the Buckeyes enter 2013 with 
visions of the Rose Bowl and more, armed with 
a talented roster and growing depth from Meyer's 
first two recruiting classes. 

Ohio State is not at the level Meyer wants—he 
set the top SEC teams as his standard—it is still 
likely the best of the Big Ten bunch. The Buckeyes 
might struggle early on defense with the loss of 
seven starters, but as the youngsters mature, that 
unit should be formidable as well. 

Meyer’s two national championships at Florida 
taught him what it takes to be the best, and that 
is his goal. Ohio State appears well on its way to 
meeting those expectations. 


When Meyer took the job, he told everybody how 
excited he was to coach quarterback Braxton Miller. 
It’s hard to imagine the junior’s 2012 performance 
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dimmed that enthusiasm one bit. 
Miller set a school record with 
3,310 total yards and finished fifth 
in the Heisman Trophy voting. This 
season, Miller’s goal is to become a 
more accurate passer after completing 
58.3 percent of his passes last year. The 6-2, 
215-pounder has a big arm, tremendous speed and 
quickness combined with rare elusiveness. 

Ohio State’s offensive line was considered 
a weak spot entering last season. Now, it is an 
undeniable strength. Four starters return, most 
notably all-conference left guard Andrew Norwell. 
Left tackle Jack Mewhort is solid, and center 
Corey Linsley and right guard Marcus Hall are 
experienced. The only open spot, right tackle, is 
expected to go to Taylor Decker. 

Jordan Hall returns after being granted a medical 
redshirt, and he will team with 242-pound bruiser 
Carlos Hyde (970 yards, 16 TDs) in a potent 
backfield tandem. The receiving corps has some 
solid targets, most notably senior Corey Brown 
(669 yards, 3 TDs), who doubles as a special teams 
dynamo, and speedy Devin Smith (618 yards, 6 


SHAZIER: ANDY MANIS / AP 


TDs), who averaged 20.6 yards per catch. 


DEFENSE 


The Buckeyes have only four seniors on the defensive side 
of the ball, so there is work to do. At least the secondary is in 
good shape, though Ohio State did allow a 58.4 completion 
percentage to opponents. Leading the way is junior second- 
team All-America cornerback Bradley Roby, who had 17 
pass breakups. Junior Doran Grant should handle the other 
corner, and seniors Christian Bryant and C.J. Barnett return 


as the safeties. 


The standout at linebacker is junior Ryan Shazier, a 
first-team All-Big Ten choice who had 115 tackles, 17 tackles 
for loss and 12 pass breakups. The other two spots aren't 
as settled. Expect junior Curtis Grant to handle the middle, 
with sophomore Camren Williams pushing him. Redshirt 
freshman David Perkins and sophomore Joshua Perry will 


fight for the other spot. 


The Buckeyes lost all four starters on the defensive line, 
including end John Simon, who posted nine sacks and 14.5 
tackles for loss. There are some exciting players returning, 
however. Sophomore defensive ends Noah Spence and Adolphus 
Washington impressed in the spring. Expect junior Michael 
Bennett and sophomore Tommy Schutt to line up inside. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Senior Drew Basil attempted only 11 field goals last year, 
but not because Meyer lacked faith. Ohio State scored 57 
TDs. Basil made eight field goals, however, including four 
against Michigan. Basil could end up doing the punting, 
or sophomore Jake Russell could emerge. Brown averaged 
12.3 yards on punt returns and scored twice, and Rod Smith 
showed good instincts at kick returner, 


BOTTOM LINE 


It might be tough for some to understand the Buckeyes 
aren’t where they want to be, especially after last year’s 12-0 
performance. But Meyer wants an SEC clone, and Ohio 
State isn’t there yet. Still, this is an excellent team, and if the 
defensive front comes around, it could be great. Miller will 
trigger a potent offense that can hammer teams. 


» RECRUITING REPORT 


2a sPoRTS. 


Ohio State's balanced 24-player 
class ranked No. 2 nationally and 
tops in the Big Ten. The secondary is 
one of the best groups signed across 
the country, led by five-star safety 
Vonn Bell, who also has the skill 
set to play cornerback. Speaking of 
cornerback, a pair of four-stars in 
Cameron Burros and Eli Apple will 
arrive physically ready to play, while 
another four-star, Gareon Conley, 
flipped his commitment from rival 
Michigan and may have the most 
upside of all of them. The Buckeyes 
also loaded up on playmakers 
offensively, highlighted by running 
back Ezekiel Elliott and big-time slot 
receiver threats Jalin Marshall and 
Dontre Wilson. 


—Steve Wiltfong 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


L > VONNBELL,S 


The five-star safety from Georgia surprised every- 


one when heannounced for Ohio State on signing 
day over offers from Alabama and Tennessee. 


@ > JALINMARSHALL, WR 

The Middletown (Ohio) High standout was an 
Under Armour All-American and ranked as the 
nation’s No. 4 receiver by the 247Composite. 


3 > JOEYBOSA, DE 

The 6-5, 270-pound Under Armour All-American 
outof Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) St. Thomas 
Aquinas was the country’s No. 4 strongside 
defensive end, according to the 247Composite. 


4 > ELIAPPLE,CB 
Already enrolledin Columbus, the 6-0, 184-pound 
New Jersey native was thenation’s No. Scomer. 


SS > EZEKIELELLIOTT,RB 
The U.S, Army All-American out of St. Louis 
Burroughs scored 50 touchdowns asa senior. 


5-YEAR RECORD 
»SM3 


IMPAGT PLAYER 


From the minute he stepped 
oncampus, Shazier has been 
animpact player. Now, the 6-2, 
222-pound junior is poised to 
become a national force. He led the 
Buckeyes in tackles and tackles for 
loss. Shazier registered five sacks 
and broke up 11 passes. Heis arare 
blend of speed and toughness who 
makes plays all over the field. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


OFFENSE 

» PASSING 

Braxton Miller 

GP Effic. Cmp-Attint Pet. Yds. TD Avg/G 
2) 140.5 | 148-254-6 58.3 203915 169.9 


» RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/6 
Braxton Miller 2 227) 271 | 5.6 13 105.9 
P RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 
Corey Brown 2 60 669 1) 3) 558 
DEFENSE 
» TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Ryan Shazier 2) 70 45 | 5 
> SACKS GP No. Yards 
Ryan Shazier 2! 50 41 
P INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
CJ, Barnett 2 1 05 0 
Bradley Roby 2. 4 | %5 11 
2012 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC Se 
SCORING 446 274 
Points Per Game 2 22.8 
FIRST DOWNS 257 219 
Rushing 156 67 
Passing 86 122 
Penalty 15 30 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2907 1393 
Yards gainedrushing 3283 Wl 


Yards lost rushing 376 384 
Rushing Attempts 559 392 
Average Per Rush 52 3.6 
Average Per Game 242.2 16.1 
TDs Rushing 7 4 
PASSING YARDAGE 2178 2922 
Comp-Att-Int 1ol-278-7 — 267-457-14 
Average Per Pass 18 6.4 
Average Per Catch 13.5 10.9 
Average Per Game 181.5 243.5 
TDs Passing V 5 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5085 4315 
Total Plays 837 849 
Average Per Play 6] 5] 
Average Per Game 423.8 359.6 
KICKRETURNS: #-YDS 29-578 57-1184 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 27-280 20-128 
INTRETURNS: #-YDS 14-164 16 


Daily coverage at sportingnews.com/ncaa-football 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 
QB Braxton Miller (6-2, 215, Jr.) 
Kenny Guiton (6-3, 210, Sr.) 
RB Carlos Hyde (6-0, 242, Sr.) 
Jordan Hall (5-8, 197, Sr.) 
LT Jack Mewhort (6-6, 312, Sr.) 
Darryl Baldwin (6-5, 300, Jr.) 
LG Andrew Norwell (6-6, 310, Sr.) 
Antonio Underwood (6-2, 306, Jr.) 
C Corey Linsley (6-3, 295, Sr.) 
Jacoby Boren (6-2, 287, So.) 
RG Marcus Hall (6-5, 315, Sr.) 
Tommy Brown (6-4, 310, Fr.) 
RT Taylor Decker (6-7, 313, So.) 
Chase Farris (6-4, 290, So.) 
TE JeffHeuerman (6-5, 250, Jr.) 
Nick Vannett (6-6, 255, So.) 
WR Corey Brown (6-0, 187, Sr.) 
Chris Fields (6-0, 197, Sr.) 
Devin Smith (6-1, 200, Jr.) 
Frank Epitropotous (6-1, 200, Fr.) 
WR Evan Spencer (6-2, 205, Jr.) 
Michael Thomas (6-2, 198, So.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Adolphus Washington (6-3, 295, So.) 
Steve Miller (6-3, 255, Jr.) 
DT Michael Bennett (6-3, 290, Jr.) 
Joel Hale (6-4, 295, Jr.) 
DT Tommy Schutt (6-2, 295, So.) 
Chris Carter (6-4, 341, Fr.) 
DE Noah Spence (6-3, 240, So.) 
Tyquan Lewis (6-3, 237, Fr.) 
OLB Ryan Shazier (6-2, 222, Jr.) 
Tyvis Powell (6-3, 20), Fr.) 
MLB Curtis Grant (6-3, 235, Jr.) 
Camren Williams (6-2, 225, So.) 
OLB Joshua Perry (6-4, 238, So.) 
David Perkins (6-2, 228, Fr.) 
CB Bradley Roby (5-11, 190, Jr.) 
Eli Apple (6-1, 188, Fr.) 
CB Doran Grant (5-1, 188, Jr.) 
Armani Reeves (5-10, 197, Fr.) 
FS C.J, Barnett (6-1, 202, Sr.) 
Corey Brown (6-1, 201, Jr.) 
SS_ Christian Bryant (5-10, 192, Sr.) 
Ron Tanner (6-0, 200, Fr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Drew Basil (6-1, 210, Sr.) 
P Drew Basil (6-1, 210, Sr.) 
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STATISTIC Se 


KICK RETURN AVG. 19.9 20.8 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 10.4 64 
INTRETURN AVG. WW 0.9 
FUMBLES-LOST 19-1] 1-7 
PENALTIES-YARDS 84.74 68-621 


Average Per Game 64.5 51.8 
PUNTS-YARDS 62-2421 68-2754 
Average Per Punt 39.0 40.5 


Net punt average 357 37 
TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 30:07 29:53 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 67/158 63/191 

3rd-Down Pct. 42% 33% 
4TH-DOWN CONV, 19 10/23 

4th-Down Pct. 78% 43% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 30-259 30-190 
MISC YARDS 7 0 
TDS SCORED 60 3 
FG-ATTEMPTS 8-11 14-23 
ATTENDANCE 842637 313515 

Games/AvgPerGame 8/105330 _4/78379 

Neutral Site Games 0/0 


SCOREBYQTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 


75 149 104 104 14 446 
69 58 68 799 0 2% 


Ohio State 
Opponent 


67 


2013 SCHEDULE 


Massachusetts 
Tennessee Tech 
@ARIZONA STATE 
Purdue 
@OHIO STATE 
Northwestern 
GILLINOIS 


Indiana 
@MINNESOTA 
Penn State 


eat 


First year 
Career record: 26-24 


Offensive coordinator: 
Andy Ludwig (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Dave Aranda (first year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 8-6 

Lost to Stanford in the 

Rose Bowl, 20-14 

Stadium: Camp Randall Stadium (80,321) 
Tickets: 800-462-2343 

Site: Madison, Wis. 

Online: uwbadgers.com 

Twitter: @BadgerFootball 
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Now that Bret Bielema is 
heading to Arkansas, it will 
be interesting to see what Gary 
Andersen’s version of the Badgers’ 
ground-and-pound will look like. 

Wisconsin athletic director Barry 
Alvarez wasn’t about to go away from the style he 
created in Madison, so Andersen will preach stout 
defense and running the football, just like he did at 
Utah State. There might be more of a quick-passing 
game, but the Aggies ran the ball with Andersen, and 
it’s reasonable to expect the Badgers to do so—again. 

Bielema’s departure, which came with allegations 
Wisconsin didn’t pay his staff enough, should benefit 
Andersen in terms of resources. But if Wisconsin 
is going to keep its spot atop the Big Ten and reach 
a fourth straight Rose Bowl, it must find a way to 
diversify its offense and compete with Ohio State and 
Michigan in terms of speed and athletic ability. 


Replacing Montee Ball’s 1,830 yards and 22 TDs 
won't be easy, but the combination of James White 
and Melvin Gordon should be productive for the 
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CHRIS BORLAND 


Badgers. White gained 806 yards 
and scored 12 TDs in 2012, while 
Gordon’s debut resulted in 621 yards 
and three TDs. 
They’ll operate behind a line that 
should be stout as usual, although replacing 
tackle Ricky Wagner and center Travis Frederick 
won't be easy. Guard Ryan Groy is an all-conference 
candidate, and tackle Rob Havenstein is a mountain. 
Look for junior Dallas Lewallen to step in for 
Wagner, and redshirt freshman Dan Voltz is the 
leading candidate in the middle. Senior Zac Matthias 
is an established hand at right guard. 
The Badgers have gone to three straight Rose 
Bowls with three different quarterbacks, and 
three different quarterbacks started in 2012. Look 
for Curt Phillips to have an edge over Joel Stave, 
though Stave gets the ball down field better. Dual- 
threat junior-college standout Tanner McEvoy also 
will get a chance. The Badgers return some good 
targets, most notably all-Big Ten receiver Jared 
Abbrederis (49 catches, 837 yards, 5 TDs) and 
tight end Jacob Pedersen (27 catches, 355 yards, 4 
TDs). Whoever plays on the outside must be more 


BORLAND: JEFF HANISCH / USA TODAY SPORTS 


physical, because Andersen expects his receivers to block. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

Expect the Badgers to use a variety of defensive fronts this 
year—with the 3-4 the primary alignment—and to zone blitz 
often behind them. 

The defensive line features three productive seniors in Pat 
Muldooon, Ethan Hemer and Beau Allen. That’s a good start. 

The multiple fronts could stress the linebackers, which will 
have to be versatile. Leading the way is senior Chris Borland, 
a first-team All-Big Ten coaches’ pick who finished second on 
the team last year with 104 tackles. The other inside linebacker 
is senior Ethan Armstrong, who posted 93 tackles. Redshirt 
freshman Vince Biegel has shown tremendous potential on the 
outside after missing most of last because of injuries. 

Wisconsin struggled against the pass last year. Whoever 
lines up on the corners will be expected to play physical man- 
to-man coverage. Expect junior Peniel Jean and sophomore 
Darius Hillary to get first crack at the jobs, with a lot of youth 
behind them. Senior Dezmen Southward is back at the strong 
safety spot after making 69 tackles last year, and redshirt 
freshman Reggie Mitchell has moved from cornerback to free 
safety. Junior-college transfer Donnell Vercher will challenge 
for time at safety. 

The Badgers return their kicker and punter, but they 
both need to be better. Kyle French made 10 of 16 field-goal 
attempts, including just two of six tries from 40 yards or more. 
Punter Drew Meyer averaged 41.5 yards per punt and put 
nearly half (36-of-80) of his tries inside opposing 20-yard lines. 
Junior Kenzel Doe has great speed and was a productive punt 
and kick return man last year. He took a punt all the way back. 


BOTTOM LINE 

Things shouldn’t change too much under Andersen. 
Yes, the Badgers will use a 3-4, but Wisconsin will still be 
a physical team on both sides of the ball as long as Alvarez 
is athletic director. That doesn’t mean improvement isn’t 
necessary, particularly after last year’s 8-6 record that 
included losses in three of the last four games. The Badgers 
need to pass the ball better and be more effective against the 
pass. Wisconsin has the talent and momentum, but with Ohio 
State off probation, it will be hard for the Badgers to reach a 
third straight conference championship game. 


> RECRUITING REPORT 


2<87'SPORTS 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


‘L > COREY CLEMENT, RB 


Hired on Dec. 19 to take over for 
departed Bret Bielema, Gary Andersen 


was able to hold together a solid 
recruiting class that already included 
some gems—top-100 running back 
Corey Clement, in-state blue-chippers 


Chikwe Obasih and Alec James, touted 


offensive tackle Jackson Keeler 

and cornerback Sojourn Shelton, a 
one-time Florida State commit. The 
Badgers ultimately inked 22 players, 
good for the country’s No. 37 class and 
the No. 6 haul in the Big Ten. Securing 
the nation’s top juco quarterback, 
Tanner McEvoy, two days before 
signing day was huge, and the Arizona 
Western standout may push for 
playing time immediately in Madison. 


—Steve Wiltfong 


The nation’s No. 7 running back out of 
Glassboro (N.J.) High rushed for 6,245 
yards and 90 touchdowns in his career. 


@ » CHIKWEOBASIH, DE 
The 6-4, 240-pound Wisconsin native was 
the country's No.7 weakside defensive end. 


SS » TANNER MCEVOY, 0B 

McEvoy originally signed with South Carolina 
before enrolling at Arizona Western.The 6-6 
gunslinger was the country's top juco QB. 

4 © ALECJAMES,LB/DE 

The 6-4, 220-pound James has the skill set to 
play the hybrid outside linebacker/defensive 


end position new coach Gary Andersen desires. 


SS > DONNELLVERCHER,S 
The nation’s No. 10 junior-college safety out of 
Fresno (Calif.) City College. 


5-YEAR RECORD 
> 47-20 
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CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONAL TITLE 


IMPACT PLAYER 


Borland is playing his third 
different position for the Badgers, 
but that doesn't matter. He'll just 
keep making tackles. He was an 
outside linebacker as a freshman, 
a middle man in 2011 and 2012, and 
now he’s an inside linebacker in the 
Badgers’ new-look 3-4. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 
OFFENSE 
» PASSING 
Joel Stave 
GP_Effic. Cmp-Att-int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/6 
8 1483 70-19-3588 1104 6 138.0 
» RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
James White 4 125 806 64 12 576 
P RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg TD Avg/G 
JaredAbbrederis 13. 49 837 17.1 5 644 
DEFENSE 
» TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Chris Borland 2 56 48 104 
> SACKS GP No. _ Yards 
Brendan Kelly Wo 50 28 
Tyler Dippel B 50 B 
PINTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Ethan Armstrong 1} 0 | 00/0 
Dezmen Southward 1 wv 30 0 
Conor O'Neill 1} 53. | 530 | 0 
2012 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC wisc | opp | 
SCORING 4\4 268 
Points Per Game 29.6 19] 
FIRST DOWNS 267 24 
Rushing 157 90 
Passing 96 129 
Penalty 4 5 


RUSHING YARDAGE 3309 1805 
Yardsgainedrushing 3735 7139 


Yards lost rushing 426 334 
Rushing Attempts 635 4N 
Average Per Rush 52 38 
Average Per Game 236.4 1289 
TDs Rushing 38 4 
PASSING YARDAGE 2197 ri}] 
Comp-Att-Int 170-291-6 — 255-464-8 
Average Per Pass 15 5.8 
Average Per Catch 29 10.6 
Average Per Game 156.9 193,6 
TDs Passing 15 18 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5506 4516 
Total Plays 926 936 
Average Per Play 59 48 


Average Per Game 3933 322.6 
KICKRETURNS: #-YDS 22-489 46-898 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 26-212 28-180 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 8-180 630 


Download Sporting News’ free tablet app for the iPad 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 
QB Curt Phillips (6-3, 214, Sr.) 
Joel Stave (6-5, 219, So.) 
FB Derek Watt (6-2, 227, So.) 
Derek Straus (6-1, 206, So.) 
RB James White (5-10, 197, Sr.) 
Melvin Gordon (6-1, 206, So.) 
LT Dallas Lewallen (6-6, 309, Jr.) 
Tyler Marz (6-7, 314, So.) 
LG Ryan Groy (6-5, 318, Sr.) 
Ray Ball (6-7, 327, So.) 
C Dan Voltz (6-4, 301, Fr.) 
Jacob Ninneman (6-1, 284, Jr.) 
RG Zac Matthias (6-5, 323, Sr.) 
Kyle Costigan (6-4, 313, Jr.) 
RT RobHavenstein (6-8, 342, Jr.) 
Riki Kodanko (6-9, 342, Jr. ) 
TE Jacob Pedersen (6-4, 237, Sr.) 
Brian Wozniak (6-4, 256, Sr.) 
WR Jared Abbrederis (6-2, 188, Sr.) 
Reggie Love (6-3, 206, So.) 
WR Jordan Frederick (6-3, 215, So.) 
Kenzel Doe (5-8, 172, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Pat Muldoon (6-3, 258, Sr.) 
Brandan Kelly (6-6, 258, Sr.) 
NT Beau Allen (6-3, 335, Sr.) 
Warren Herring (6-3, 278, Jr.) 
DE Ethan Hemer (6-6, 319, Sr.) 
Konrad Zagzebski (6-3, 263, Jr.) 
OLB David Gilbert (6-4, 250, Sr.) 
Tyler Dippel (6-4, 262, Sr.) 
ILB Ethan Armstrong (6-2, 195, Sr.) 
Derek Landisch (5-1, 226, Jr.) 
ILB Chris Borland (5-1), 242, Sr.) 
Marcus Trotter (6-0, 229, Jr.) 
OLB Vince Biegel (6-3, 225, Fr.) 
Joe Schobert (6-2, 205, So.) 
CB Peniel Jean (5-11, 190, Jr.) 
Devin Gaulden (5-10, 187, Jr.) 
CB Darius Hillary (5-11, 190, So.) 
Terrance Floyd (5-10, 200, So.) 
FS Reggie Mitchell (6-0, 177, So.) 
Leo Musso (5-10, 193, So.) 
SS Dezmen Southward (6-2, 213, Sr.) 
Kyle Zuleger (5-11, 186, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Kyle French (6-1, 199, Jr.) 
P Drew Meyer (6-2, 182, So.) 
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STATISTIC wisc | opp | 


KICK RETURN AVG. 222 19.5 


PUNT RETURN AVG. 82 64 
INTRETURN AVG. 22.5 5.0 
FUMBLES-LOST 19-6 19-7 


PENALTIES-YARDS 53-506 64-554 
Average Per Game 36] 39.6 


PUNTS-YARDS 81-3323 97-3862 
Average Per Punt 41.0 39.8 
Net punt average 371.6 36.8 


TIME OF POSS./GAME 32:15 77:45 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 69/194 69/212 


3rd-Down Pct. 36% 33% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 9/18 3/21 

4th-Down Pct. 50% 62% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 31-203 28-238 
MISCYARDS 0 ] 
TDS SCORED 55 3 
FG-ATTEMPTS 10-18 13-18 
ATTENDANCE 560039 310903 


Games/AvgPerGame 7/80006 5/6218) 
Neutral Site Games 2/67310 


SCOREBYOTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 


Wisconsin 82 123 84 122 3 414 
Opponent 67 47 58 80 16 268 


PENN STATE 


NITTANY LIONS 


2013 SCHEDULE 


ZACHZWINAK 


It is entirely appropriate coach Bill O’Brien received consideration 
for the 2012 Coach of the Year. After starting 0-2, the Nittany Lions 
won eight of their last 10 and were a hard-nosed, productive team. 
With several key pieces gone from last season, his challenge will be 
to keep it going with fewer scholarship players—thank you, NCAA 
sanctions—and the biggest gap is under center, no small hole in 
O’Brien’s complex scheme. But O’Brien has proven a fine motivator 
and outstanding tactician. Ifanybody can do more with less, it’s him. 


OFFENSE 

Before last season, few Penn State fans would have believed they'd 
miss QB Matt McGloin, but he threw for 3,266 yards, 24 TDs and just five 
interceptions in 2012. Touted juco transfer Tyler Ferguson is a classic 
dropback passer, but sophomore Steven Bench understands O’Brien’s 
playbook better. Ferguson's experience should give him the edge. 

There is a solid corps of receivers that begins with Allen Robinson 
and includes tight end Kyle Carter and Brandon Moseby-Felder. The 
ground attack is led by 1,000-yard rusher Zach Zwinak, who will run 
behind an offensive line that returns three starters. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

There are significant losses on defense, but the Lions have some talent 
here. Senior middle linebacker Glenn Carson made 85 tackles last year, 
while junior outside linebacker Mike Hull had 58 tackles and four sacks. 

Up front, sophomore end Deion Barnes has star potential, senior 
tackle DaQuan Jones is a good plug in the middle and junior C.J. Olaniyan 
played well in his first year of regular action. The secondary has potential. 
Senior free safety Malcolm Willis made 45 tackles in 2012, while senior 
strong safety Stephen Obeng-Agyapong had 41. It will be interesting to 
see how former wide receiver Malik Golden fares at safety. 

Special teams could be a weakness. Junior Sam Ficken did not convert 
a field goal longer than 38 yards 
last year, and Alex Butterworth 
averaged just 37.4 yards per punt. 


IMPAGT PLAYER 
|DeionBarnes,DE_ / /@ 


So much attention was directed 
at the seniors on last year's defense 
that Barnes didn't always get his due. 
Well, the 6-4, 244-pound redshirt 


BOTTOM LINE 
Ifa QB develops, the Nittany 
Lions will be formidable, but the 


A.31 @SYRACUSE* 
S.7 Eastern Michigan 
S.14 UCF 
S.21 Kent State 
0.5 @INDIANA 
0.12 Michigan 
0.26 @OHIO STATE 
N.2 Illinois 
N.9 @MINNESOTA 
N.16 Purdue 
N.23 Nebraska 
N.30 @WISCONSIN 
*At East Rutherford, NI 

COACH 

Second year (8-4) 

Career record: 8-4 

q Defensive coordinator: 

John Butler (second year) 

FAST FACTS 
Stadium Beaver Stadium (106,572) 
Tickets: 800-NITTANY 


Site: State College, Pa. 
Online: gopsusports.com 
Twitter: GPennStateFball 


program has little margin for 
error. Penn State isn’t ready to 
contend for the division title, 
but it won’t be an easy out for 
anyone. 
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sophomore should get noticed this 
year because of his quickness off the 
edge. Rivals who don't double team 
himwill learn what a mistake thatis, 
as Barnes continues his growth intoa 
big-time pass rusher. 


CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONAL TITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB Tyler Ferguson (6-3, 199, So.) 
FB Pat Zerbe (6-1, 236, Sr.) 

RB Zach Zwinak (6-1, 232, Jr.) 
LT Donovan Smith (6-5, 316, So.) 
LG TyHowle (6-0, 298, Sr.) 
C Miles Dieffenbach (6-3, 300, Jr.) 
RG John Urschel (6-3, 307, Sr.) 

RT AdamGress (6-6, 311, Sr.) 

TE Kyle Carter (6-3, 240, So.) 

WR Allen Robinson (6-3, 201, Jr.) 
WR Brandon Moseby-Felder (6-2, 195, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Deion Barnes (6-4, 246, So.) 
DT DaQuan Jones (6-3, 324, Sr.) 
DT Kyle Baublitz (6-5, 287, Jr.) 
DE CJ.Olaniyan (6-3, 248, Jr.) 
OLB Mike Hull (6-0, 226, Jr) 
MLB Glenn Carson (6-3, 235, Sr.) 
OLB BenKline (6-2, 224, So.) 
CB Adrian Amos (6-0, 205, Jr) 
CB Da'Quan Davis (5-10, 161, So.) 
FS Malcolm Willis (5-11, 209, Sr.) 
SS Stephen Obeng-Agyapong (5-10, 207, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K SamFicken (6-3, 172, Jr.) 
P Alex Butterworth (5-10, 206, Sr.) 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


Bap srorrs 


AL » CHRISTIAN HACKENBERG, QB 


Thenation’s top QB and No. 7 prospect overall, he threw for 
2,144 yards and 24 TDs as a senior. The 6-4, 210-pounder 


isa product of Fork Union (Va.) Military Academy. 


@ » ADAMBRENEMAN, TE 

Thenation’s No.2 tight end, the 6-5, 227-pound Camp 
Hill (Pa.) Cedar Cliff product enrolled early at Penn 
State after missing his senior season withan injury. 


3 > ANDREW NELSON, OT 
The 6-5, 295-pound prospect was the nation’s No. 16 


offensive tackle overall. Out of Hershey (Pa.) High, Nelson 


coulddent the two-deep as a true freshman. 


4 » GARRETT SICKELS, DE 
He registered 25 sacks during his career at Little Silver 


(N.J.) Red Bank Regional and was ranked as the nation’s 


No.7 weakside defensive end by the 247Composite. 


S > TYLERFERGUSON, QB 


Anearly-enrolleejuco transfer, Ferguson (6-3, 199) is the 


No. 32 prospect overall. 


—Steve Wiltfong 


ZWINAK: GENE J. PUSKAR / AP 


HUNT: JESSE JOHNSON / AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 
» 26-36 


e ‘ * 
CONFERENCE TITLE BOWL NATIONAL TITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB RobHenry (6-2, 200, Sr.) 
FB Kurt Freytag (6-2, 240, Sr.) 
RB Akeem Hunt (5-9, 184, Jr.) 
LT Kevin Pamphile (6-5, 300, Sr.) 
LG Devin Smith (6-7, 320, Sr.) 
C Robert Kugler (6-3, 280, So.) 
RG Cody Davis (6-5, 286, Sr.) 
RT Justin Kitchens (6-4, 294, Sr.) 
TE Gabe Holmes (6-6, 247, Sr.) 
WR Gary Bush (6-0, 185, Sr.) 
WR Dolapo Macarthy (6-5, 220, So.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Ryan Russell (6-5, 275, Jr.) 
DT Ryanlsaac (6-5, 294, Sr.) 
DT Bruce Gaston (6-2, 303, Sr.) 
DE Greg Latta (6-6, 265, Sr.) 
OLB Armstead Williams (6-3, 223, So.) 
MLB Joe Gilliam (6-1, 227, Sr.) 
OLB Sean Robinson (6-3, 240, Jr.) 
CB Ricardo Allen (5-9, 186, Sr.) 
CB Frankie Williams (5-9, 186, So.) 
FS Taylor Richards (5-10, 192, Jr.) 
SS Landon Feichter (6-0, 190, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Paul Griggs (6-1, 200, So.) 
P Cody Webster (6-1, 201, Sr.) 


RATING THE RECRUITS 
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‘L > DANNYETLING, QB 
The four-star quarterback threw for 1,505 yards andl 
touchdowns asa senior at Terre Haute (Ind.) South Vigo. 


= » DANMONTEROSO, WR 

Monteroso flipped from Boston College to Purdue just 
before signing day. The 6-3, 180-pound wideout had 68 
catches for 1,483 yards and 17 touchdowns as a senior. 


SB » DAVIDYANCEY,RB 

The top running back prospect in Indiana, Yancey played 
quarterback for Saint John (Ind.) Lake Central and 
rushed for 1,168 yards and 17 touchdowns in 2012. 


@ > LEROY CLARK, (CB 

Clark chose Purdue over a national offer list that 
included Florida, Ole Miss, Mississippi State and West 
Virginia. The Miami Archbishop Carroll recruit had 13 
interceptions as a junior. 


SS > DALYNDAWKINS, RB 
The 5-9, 180-pound scatback will bea threat as arunner 
and receiver out of the backfield. 


—Steve Wiltfong 


AKEEMHUNT 


Even though the Boilermakers reached the Heart of Dallas Bowl— 
and lost to Oklahoma State, 58-14—Danny Hope is out as coach, and 
former Kent State coach Darrell Hazell has taken over. A former Jim 
Tressel assistant, Hazell looks to install a system that favors the run and 
a stout defense instead of the pass-happy offense the Boilermakers have 
favored under ex-Purdue coach Joe Tiller and Hope. 


OFFENSE 

One would imagine senior Rob Henry is the front-runner at 
quarterback because of his experience and athletic ability. But will 
Henry fit into Hazell’s pro-style offense, or will the coach use more 
spread principles to take advantage of Henry’s skills? If Hazell wants 
to start fresh, he could go with heralded true freshman Danny Etling, 
who arrived in time for spring drills. 

Akeem Hunt looks ready to be the lead running back, but look 
out for freshman Keyante Green. Senior Gary Bush and sophomore 
Dolapo Macarthy lead the receiving corps. Senior possession receiver 
O,J. Ross, who caught seven touchdowns last season, was suspended 
in February but could return in time for summer practice. Senior 
tackles Kevin Pamphile and Justin Kitchens anchor the line, but help 
is needed in the middle. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

Purdue gave up 415.8 yards per game last year, but don’t be surprised 
if that number goes down in 2013. Nine starters return, and new 
coordinator Greg Hudson has a reputation for assembling nasty defenses. 

Junior strong safety Landon Feichter led the team with 80 tackles 
last year and added four interceptions. He has all-conference potential. 
Senior cornerback Ricardo Allen is already there. He had two 
interceptions and broke up nine passes last year. Expect junior Taylor 
Richards to handle the free safety position, while sophomore Frankie 
Williams is the prime candidate to start at the other cornerback spot. 

Junior Ryan Russell had four sacks and has great potential at 
defensive end, while senior Bruce Gaston leads what could be a deep 
rotation of tackles. Don’t be 
surprised if Hudson uses a 3-4 
alignment at times. 


IMPAGT PLAYER 


Purdue fans believe Russell can 
be the program's next outstanding 
defensive end. The junior has excellent 
size and the quickness to getinto 
enemy backfields. Afterstarting 1] 
games asa freshman, Russell became 
a full-time regular in 2012. This season, 
he should get the opportunity to be an 
all-conference performer. 


BOTTOM LINE 

Hazell turned things around 
quickly at Kent State, but it’s a 
little harder to climb the ladder 
in the Big Ten. Still, expect 
him to create a program that is 
competitive and physical. 


PURDUE 


BOILERMAKERS 


2013 SCHEDULE 

A.31 @CINCINNATI 
S.7 Indiana State 
S14 Notre Dame 
5,21 @WISCONSIN 
5.28 Northern Illinois 
0,12 Nebraska 
0.19 @MICHIGAN STATE 
N.2 Ohio State 
N.9 lowa 
N.16 @PENN STATE 
N.23 Illinois 
N.30 @INDIANA 

COACH 

Darrell Hazell 

First year 

Career record: 16-10 

Offensive coordinator: 

John Shoop (first year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Greg Hudson (first year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 6-7 

Lost to Oklahoma State in the 

Heart of Dallas Bowl, 58-14 

Stadium: Ross-Ade Stadium (62,500) 

Tickets: 800-497-7678 


Site: West Lafayette, Ind. 
Online: purduesports.com 
Twitter: @BoilerFootball 


Follow Sporting News on Twitter @sportingnews Tl 


HOOSIERS 


2013 SCHEDULE 


INDIANA 


DATE OPPONENT 


A.29 Indiana State 
$7 Navy 
S.14 Bowling Green 
S.21 Missouri 
0.5 Penn State 
0.12 @MICHIGAN STATE 
0.19 @MICHIGAN 
N.2 Minnesota 
NO Illinois 
N.16 @WISCONSIN 
N.23 @OHIO STATE 
N.30 Purdue 


COACH 
Kevin Wilson 
Third year (5-19) 
Career record: 5-19 


Offensive coordinator: 
Seth Littrell (second year) 
Defensive coordinators: 


Mike Ekeler, Doug Mallory (third year) 


FAST FACTS 


2012 RECORD: 4-8 


Stadium: Memorial Stadium (52,929) 


Tickets: 866-IUSPORTS 
Site: Bloomington, Ind. 
Online: iuhoosiers.com 


f 


raEROBERsoN 


There is no denying the strides coach Kevin Wilson made with 
Indiana in 2012. The offense, under coordinator Seth Littrell, finished 
first in the league in passing offense and second in total yards—and 
that was while playing without starting QB Tre Roberson for most of 
the year. The Hoosiers finished 4-8, but four of their losses came by a 
combined 10 points. 

The arrow appears to be pointing up, but that doesn’t mean there 
isn’t plenty of work to do. Indiana must improve a defense that 
surrendered 163 points in its final three games and find a way to turn 
those near-misses into victories. 


OFFENSE 

Roberson had amassed 501 total yards in a little over five quarters 
last year before breaking his leg. Although junior Cameron Coffman 
threw for 2,734 yards in relief, Roberson is the preferred option because 
of his ability to run the spread. He has a surplus of weapons, most 
notably senior running back Stephen Houston and junior running 
back D'Angelo Roberts. The Hoosiers also have a host of receivers. The 
line returns four starters from last year, although it must get better at 
protecting the quarterback and creating more space for the backs. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

Opponents gained 231.3 rushing yards per game against Indiana 
in 2012. That has to change. Defensive ends Ryan Phillis and Zack 
Shaw return after solid seasons. The tackle rotation includes redshirt 
freshman Ralphael Green and sophomore Alex Todd, and junior- 
college newcomers Jordan Heiderman and Christopher Cormier will 
get every opportunity to step in. 

Junior David Cooper compiled 86 tackles last year and anchors 
what should be a steady second line. The entire secondary is back. The 
starters there won't change, but the interception total—seven—must. 

On special teams, senior Mitch 
Ewald made 15 of 20 field goals 
with a long of 46, but sophomore 
punter Eric Toth must improve 


IMPAGT PLAYER 
| Tre Rob 


Inagame-plus, Tre Robersonran 


at 


on last year’s average. 
for 133 yards and scored three TDs 
BOTTOM LINE and threw for 368 yards and two 


‘ i : TDs while completing 66 percent of 
Indiana is moving forward, 


his passes. He's a huge dual threat, 


Twitter: @HoosierFootball 


but it’s a slow process. The 
Hoosiers must learn how to turn 
moral victories into real ones. 
Contention is a long way off. 
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‘and it appears he will be 100 percent 
this season. Indiana's offense was 
potent without him. It should be 
explosive with him. 


5-YEAR RECORD 
» 17-43 


i= 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB Tre Roberson (6-0, 200, So.) 
RB TevinColeman (6-1, 208, So.) 
LT Jason Spriggs (6-7, 280, So.) 
LG Bernard Taylor (6-2, 303, Jr.) 
C Collin Rahrig (6-2, 281, Jr.) 
RG DanFeeney (6-4, 305, So.) 
RT Peyton Eckert (6-6, 295, Jr.) 
TE Ted Bolser (6-6, 254, Sr.) 
WR Cody Latimer (6-3, 215, Jr.) 
WR KofiHughes (6-2, 215, Sr.) 
WR Shane Wynn (5-7, 167, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Ryan Phillis (6-3, 260, Jr.) 

DT Ralphael Green (6-5, 312, Fr.) 
DT Alex Todd (6-3, 300, So.) 
DE Zack Shaw (6-3, 253, So.) 

OLB Jacarri Alexander (6-1, 240, Sr.) 

MLB David Cooper (6-1, 235, Jr.) 

OLB Griffen Dahlstrom (6-3, 235, Sr.) 
CB Antonio Marshall (5-11, 195, Sr.) 
CB Michael Hunter (6-1, 188, So.) 
FS Greg Heban (6-1, 203, Sr.) 

SS Tim Bennett (5-9, 190, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Mitch Ewald (5-10, 174, Sr.) 
P Eric Toth (6-3, 196, So.) 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


PAP ONT s 


‘1 > DARIUSLATHAM, DL 

Aone-time Wisconsin commit, Latham was a major get 
for the Hoosiers; heis the state's No. 3 prospect and 
No. 160 overall. The 6-5, 291-pound Latham might have 
more upside on offense. 


@ > LARAYSMITH,RB 

The 6-0, 185-pound back rushed for more than1,700 
yards and scored 20 total touchdowns over his final two 
Seasons at Staten Island (N.Y.) Xaverian, 


3 > TAJWILLIAMS, WR 

Williams is an Offense-Defense All-American from 
Tallahassee (Fla.) Lincoln. The 6-4, 175-pound prospect 
chose the Hoosiers over Clemson and Auburn. 


4 » ANTONIO ALLEN, DB 
A5-10,205-pound secondary standout, Allenis the first 
U.S. Army All-American to sign with Indiana. 


S » MAURICE SWAIN, DL 
The 6-5, 305-pound Swain , from LaGrange (Ga.) Troup, 
couldalso play offensive line in Bloomington. 


—Steve Wiltfong 


ROBERSON: STEPHAN SAVOIA / AP 


SCHEELHAASE: SETH PERLMAN / AP 


ee = 
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PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Nathan Scheelhaase (6-3, 200, Sr.) 
RB Donovonn Young (6-0, 220, Jr.) 
LT Simon Cvijanovic (6-5, 295, Jr.) 
LG Michael Heitz (6-5, 305, Jr.) 
C Alex Hill (6-3, 325, Jr.) 
RG Ted Karras (6-4, 300, So.) 
RT Corey Lewis (6-6, 310, Sr.) 
TE Jon Davis (6-3, 240, Jr.) 
WR RyanLankford (6-0, 175, Sr.) 
WR Miles Osei (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
WR Spencer Harris (6-3, 195, Sr.) 


DE TimKynard (6-3, 260, Sr.) 

NT Jake Howe (6-3, 295, Jr.) 

DT Austin Teitsma (6-2, 280, Jr.) 
DE Houston Bates (6-3, 240, Jr.) 
OLB Jonathan Brown (6-1, 235, Sr.) 
MLB Mason Monheim (6-1, 230, So.) 
OLB Eric Finney (6-1, 205, So.) 

CB V’Angelo Bentley (5-10, 180, So.) 
CB Eaton Spence (6-0, 180, So.) 
FS Zane Petty (6-1, 190, Jr.) 

SS Earnest Thomas (6-2, 210, Jr.) 


K Taylor Zalewski (6-3, 200, So.) 
P Justin DuVernois (6-1, 190, Jr.) 


Saepesronrs= 


» AARON BAILEY, QB 
The 6-2, 225-pound Bailey, who led Bolingbrook (Ill.) 
High toa state championship as junior, was the 
nation’s No.3 dual-threat QB. 


CALEB DAY, CB 
Out of Hilliard (Ohio) Darby, the 6-1, 186-pound Day 
comes in and provides a huge boost at a big position of 
need for the Illini. 


» DARIUS MOSELY, CB 
The 5-1], 185-pound in-state product enrolled early and 
hasa chance to make an impact as a true freshmanin 
the Illini secondary. 


» PAULJAMES, DE 
Anice coup for the Illini, the 6-2, 240-pound Miami 
Norland Senior High standout also had offers from 
Florida State, Miami, Tennessee and Texas A&M. 


» DIONTE TAYLOR, WR 
The6-0,170-pound Taylor caught 40 passes for 57 
yards and seven touchdowns for Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) 
University School last season. 


—Steve Wiltfong 


It’s hardly a secret why the Illini welcomed 10 mid-year enrollees— 


including five junior-college transfers—to campus. Last year’s 2-10 
season under Tim Beckman, which included a winless Big Ten 
campaign, was disastrous in almost every way. 

Illinois ranked 11th or 12 in seven of the eight major offensive and 
defensive categories (rushing, passing, total offense, scoring) and 
10th in the other. There is a need for upgraded talent throughout the 


roster, and a glaring lack of playmakers on both sides of the ball. Don’t 


expect things to turn around quickly. The Illini’s 2013 recruiting 


class was ranked among the worst in the Big Ten, and unless the new 


faces make immediate impacts, another trip to the Leaders Division 


dungeon is likely. 


Among the five new coaches on Beckman’s staff is former Western 
Michigan head coach Bill Cubit, who will run a spread attack. That’s 


good news for senior quarterback Nathan Scheelhaase, who slumped last 


season. 


The ground game averaged a meager 3.5 yards per carry last year 


and produced only 12 TDs. Junior Donovonn Young (571 yards, 3 TDs) 
and elusive sophomore Josh Ferguson (312 yards) are back. Young led 


the team with 38 receptions, but senior Ryan Lankford (37 catches, 5 


TDs) and senior Spencer Harris (21, 2) are back on the outside. Expect 


tight ends Jon Davis and Evan Wilson to play key roles. 


Illini quarterbacks were sacked 39 times last year and three starters 


return on the offensive line. 


The Illini allowed 32.1 points per game and were thrashed by 


opposing ground attacks in 2012 that averaged 4.5 yards per carry and 


scored 28 TDs against them. Sophomore middle linebacker Mason 
Monheim enjoyed a great debut, compiling a team-high 86 tackles. 


He’ll team with senior Jonathan 
Brown (9.5 tackles for loss) and 
junior-college newcomer Eric 
Finney to form a solid unit. 


If Beckman didn’t know 
rebuilding the Illinois program 
was going to be a big job, he does 
now. The Illini need playmakers, 
more help along the lines and 
quality depth. 


IMPACT PLAYER 
NathanScheelhaase,0QB/ A 


After a 2011 season that featured 
2,734 total yards, Scheethaase 
slumped in 2012. His completion 


percentage dropped, and he 

lacked the all-around spark that 
characterized his first two years in 
Champaign. Expect a rebound this 
season, as Scheelhaase succeeds in 
new coordinator Bill Cubit’s system. 


OR TING ILLINT 


ILLINOIS 


2013 SCHEDULE 
Southern Illinois 
Cincinnati 
@WASHINGTON* 
Miami (OH) 
@NEBRASKA 
Wisconsin 
Michigan State 
@PENN STATE 
@INDIANA 
Ohio State 
@PURDUE 
Northwestern 
“At Chicago 
COACH 
im Beckman 
Second year (2-10) 
Career record: 23-26 
Offensive coordinator: 
Bill Cubit (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Tim Banks (second year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD;2-10 

Stadium: Memorial Stadium (60,670) 
Tickets: 866-ILLINI-1 

Site: Champaign, Ill. 

Online: fightingillini.com 

Twitter: dillliniFootball 


Daily coverage at sportingnews.com/ncaa-football B 
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BOWL PROJECTIONS 


OKLAHOMA STATE 


Flesta Baw! 


TEXAS 


Cattin Bowl 


OKLAHOMA 


BAYLOR 


Buffalo Wild Wings Buwt 
KANSAS STATE 


Halidsy Bow! 


TCU 


Maineke Dar Bere Bow! of Texas 


TEXAS TECH 


Pingtrins fowl 


p IOWA STATE 


q WEST VIRGINIA 


| KANSAS 
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As it turns out, 10 is more than enough for Big 12 


By Blair Kerkhoff Kansas City Star 


This 10-team conference alignment has 
brought vitality to the Big 12, if not a national 
championship. 

The champions in the league's two slimmed- 
down seasons have been Oklahoma State and 
Kansas State, which tied Oklahoma in 2012 but 
beat the Sooners during the regular season. 

For the Cowboys, 201] brought the first 
outright conference championship since the 
program's days in the Missouri Valley Confer- 
ence. Last season, the Wildcats won only the 
third league crown in their history. 

In both cases, the champions didn't have an 
opportunity to compete for the BCS National 
Championship because of a conference loss 
that might not have happened in the old divi- 
sion arrangement. Oklahoma State lost at lowa 
State in 2011, Kansas State at Baylor last year. 

Every program except woebegone Kansas 
has had something to crow about—like an 
upset victory or a bowl berth—in the 10-team 
era. In other words, it hasn't been Oklahoma, 
Texas and everybody else, which is what the 
12-team Big 12 had settled into. 

Still, there was concern the league was 
hurting itself by going to a complete round- 
robin schedule—nine league games—and the 
competition has been rugged. It has also meant 
a steady supply of good games every weekend 
once conference play begins. 

And if loading up on league games makes 
it more difficult to reach the national title, it 


didn’t hurt the Big 12 when it came to landing 
postseason bids. Nine of the 10 went bowling 
last year, and it turned out every loss by a 
conference team came to an opponent that 
played ina bowl game. 

There doesn't appear to be a national title 
contender in the Big 12 heading into 2013, but 
who knows? Nobody saw Notre Dame coming 
last year. 

The usual suspect list has been expanded, 
with Oklahoma, Texas and Oklahoma 
State the likely favorites. Of that group, the 
Longhorns and Cowboys return starting 
quarterbacks. 

Put TCU, Baylor and Kansas State on the 
next line with the understanding that this is 
the collection from which the previous two 
champions emerged. The Horned Frogs are 
particularly interesting because of the return of 
quarterback Casey Pachall, who left the team 
last year to attend drug and alcohol treatment 
following an October DUI arrest. The rugged 
TCU defense returns nine starters. 

The league's lone new coach returns to 
familiar territory. Kliff Kingsbury, the first in a 
succession of productive Texas Tech quarter- 
backs in the Big 12 era, is back in Lubbock to 
replace Tommy Tuberville. Kingsbury was the 
quarterbacks coach at Texas A&M last season, 
overseeing the kid with the cool nickname, 
Johnny Manziel, and that seemed to work out 
well for everybody. 


Regardless of who 


Beall plays—or if they all 
play—Oklahoma State's 
quarterbacks have an 
opportunity to lead a league 
title run. The Pokes will be a 
blast to watch. 


2013 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


SS } Baylor competed hard 
md enough on both sides of 
the ball down the stretch of 
2012 that the Bears’ days as 
defensive doormats are over. 
Great 0? Nope. Embarrassing 
D? Nope. 


kj West Virginia's defense 
feed remains a million 
miles from anywhere good. 
Dana Holgorsen's work in 
Morgantown has just begun. 


4 Of course Oklahoma and 
I J Texas have the pieces 
to win a league title. However. 
the Red River death match 
won't even be one of the 10 
most discussed games of the 
season. 


SEASTRUNK: LM OTERO / PA 


JAMES: KIM KLEMENT / USA TODAY SPORTS; PETTY: TONY GUTIERREZ / AP 


RATING THE BIG 12 

» FASTEST RECEIVER 

Tylar Lockett, W/R, Kansas State 

Also areturn-specialist speedster, 

» BEST HANDS 

dosh Stewart, WR, Oklahoma State 

Throws that come his way stick. 

» BEST PASSING OB 

Casey Pachall, 10 

Had a quarterback rating of 237 when his 2012 
season ended, 

» BEST RUNNING OB 

Travone Boykin, [CU 

Gave Frogs a dual threat at the position last year. 
» MOST ELUSIVERB 

Lache Seastrunk, Baylor 

At 7.7 yards per carry, he knows how to avoid 
tacklers. 

» BESTINSTINCTS 

Kerry Hydar, DT, Texas Tech 

A breakout star from 2012 wha knows how to get 
into the backfield. 

» BEST ATHLETE 

Davonte Fialds, DE, TCU 

Unanimous call as Big 12 Defensive Lineman of the 
Year as a freshman. 

> BEST UNDER PRESSURE 

Blake Ball, (18. Oklahoma 

Nobody was asked to do more at the goal line last 
season. Result: 24 touchdowns. 

> TOP NFL PROSPECT 

dustin Gilbert, 08. Oklahoma State 

His sophomore season was better than his junior 
campaign; Gilbert has the skills. 

» TOP IMPACT FROSH 

Shalton Gibson, WR. West Virginia 

Will get plenty of opportunity with Austin and 
Steadman gone. 

» HARDEST HITTER 

Blake Ball, (18. Oklahoma 

His nickname is the “Bell-dozer.” 

» BEST PASS RUSHER 

Devonte Fields, DE, TCU 

Sacks may not come as easily this year with all the 
double teams. 

» BEST INTERVIEW 

Charlie Weis, head coach, Kansas 

Honest, even about the down times, 

» BEST GAME-DAY COACH 

Bill Snyder, Kansas State 

Somebody needs to record his halftime adjust- 
ments for posterity. 

» BEST RECRUITER 

Mike Stoops, defensive coordinator, Oklahoma 
Went outside of normal recruiting haunts for big 
gets. 

» MOST INTIMIDATING STADIUM 

Bill Snyder Family Stadium, Kansas State 
Fifty thousand seats, loud and no foe came close to 
winning there in 2012. 


RECRUITING ROUNDUP by Brian McLaughlin 


1» TEXAS TheLonghorns had a small, but 
impressive, class. The offensive line will be in good 
shape with Darius James, 
Kent Perkins and Jake 
Raulerson, and talented 
QB Tyrone Swoopes can 
do plenty of good things. 
2» OKLAHOMA The 
Sooners were neck-and- 
neck with the Longhorns 
in the quality of their 
haul. Running back 

Keith Ford is as good 

as they come, and QB 
Cody Thomas is another 
special player. 

3» KANSAS Juco 
transfers often downgrade a class ranking, but thisis a 
special group. Defensive linemen Marquel Combs and 
Chris Martin should have an immediate impact. 

4 » WEST VIRGINIA Thecherry on top for this class 
was getting WR Shelton Gibson out of Ohio. He was 
wanted by several SEC schools as well as Ohio State. 


ALL-BIG 12 


OFFENSE 
QB David Ash, Jr, Texas 
RB Lache Seastrunk, Jr. Baylor 
RB Damian Williams, Sr., Oklahoma 
OL Gabe lkard, Sr, Oklahoma 
OL Cornelius Lucas, Sr., Kk: 
OL Tray Hopkins, Sr. Texas 
OL Cyril Richardson, Sr.. Baylor 
OL Le'Raven Clark , So. Texas Tech 
TE Jace Amaro, Jr., Texas Tech 
WR. Tavin Reass, Sr. Baylor 
WR Josh Stewart, Jr 


DEFENSE 
DE  Devonte Fields, So., 10 
OT Calvin Barnatt, S:-, Okichoma State 
DT Jordan Phillips, So.. Oklahoma 
DE Kerry Hyder, Sr, Texas Tech 
LB Jr, Baylor 
LB Ban Hoenay, Jr, Kansas 
LB Corey Nelson, Sr., Oklahoma 
CB Quandre Diggs, Js. Texas 
CB Jason Verrett, Sr. 10 

S Sam Carter, Jr. 10) 


S __ Ty Zimmerman, Sr. K 


SPECIALISTS 
K Jaden Oberkrom, So., [0U 


PB Ethan Parry, Soph,, TC 


Download Sporting News’ free tablet app for the iPad 


5 » OKLAHOMASTATE The Cowboys used 13 of 
their 23 spots on defense, including DT Vincent Taylor, 
but the top prospect overall was speedy WR Ra’Shaad 
Samples. 

6 » BAYLOR Wacois becoming a sexy destination 
for many of Texas’ top skill players. Wide receiver 
Robbie Rhodes can fly, and RB Johnny Jefferson is a 
great athlete who had many big-time offers. 

7» TCU The Horned Frogs attracted impressive 
defensive talent. TCU has built quite the reputation on 
that side of the ball, which is one of the reasons why it 
was able to get DT Tevin Lawson out of Louisiana. 

8 » KANSASSTATE The Wildcats had several good 
juco pickups, and DE Tanner Wood, QB Jesse Ertz and 
LB Nick Ramirez are solid additions. 

9» TEXASTECH Notsurprisingly, based on past 
success throwing the ball, the Red Raiders were able 
to attract solid wide receivers in Devin Lauderdale and 
Dylan Cantrell. 

10 » IOWASTATE The Cyclones went the juco route, 
including signing former SN Top 125 DE Rodney Coe, 
who can be a difference-maker at several positions. 


ASCENDING 


BAYLOR 
Se » It was dang near an epic 
run by the Bears to close the 


2012 season—-I proof that the talent 
level in Waco is soaring. The next name 
to know: quarterback Bryce Petty. 


DESCENDING 


= KANSAS STATE 

je, » We are daring to doubt the 
great Bill Snyder—but, come 

on now, losing superstar Q6 Collin Klein 

and defensive linchpin Arthur Brown 

isn't supposed to sting a little? Even 

with those guys. the Wildcats lost their 

mojo late in 2012. 


i 


2013 SCHEDULE 


MISSISSIPPI STATE* 


QUTSA 
Lamar 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Kansas State 
TCU 


@IOWA STATE 


COACH 

Mike Gundy 
Ninth year (67-35) 
Career record: 67-35 


Offensive coordinator: 
Mike Yurcich (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Glenn Spencer (first year) 


FAST FACTS 
2012 RECORD: 8-5 


Beat Purdue in the 
Heart of Dallas, 58-14 


@TEXAS TECH 
Kansas 
@TEXAS 
Baylor 
Oklahoma 
*At Houston, TX 


Stadium: Boone Pickens Stadium 


(60,218) 

Tickets: 877-ALL-4-OSU 
Site: Stillwater, Okla. 
Online: okstate.com 
Twitter: @CowboyFB 
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Oklahoma State is coming off 
an unfulfilling year as defending 
conference champion, and that’s a 
great sign in Stillwater. 

Huh? 

When vows for improvement are 
prompted by an 8-5 season that produced 
the most productive offense in school history 
and is capped by a 44-point bowI victory, you've got 
yourself some lofty standards. 

The Cowboys fired defensive coordinator Bill 
Young after the team’s 58-14 walloping of Purdue in 
the Heart of Dallas Bowl. Young has suggested he 
wanted to return, but coach Mike Gundy replaced 
him with linebackers coach Glenn Spencer. 

Defense was a problem in a year when Oklahoma 
State needed the unit to help keep things steady as 
the program was breaking in a new quarterback 
to replace Brandon Weeden. As it turned out, 
injuries kept quarterback a revolving door among 
three players, and the position produced beyond 
anybody’s expectation. 

Oklahoma State found itself on the wrong side of 
too many shootouts. 

With the best quarterback depth chart in the 
Big 12—and one of the best in the nation with three 
newcomers who combined for 34 touchdowns 
and 16 interceptions--the Pokes are ahead of the 
competition here. They'll be working with a new 
coordinator after Todd Monken left to become head 
coach at Southern Mississippi. 


Gundy raised eyebrows after last spring’s 
workouts when he named Wes Lunt the starting 
quarterback. Lunt, a freshman, had only been in 
school since January, and he had won the battle over 
older candidates Clint Chelf and J.W. Walsh. Gundy 
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said Lunt got the job with a better 
spring. 
So what happens? Injuries took a 
toll, and everybody got to play, and 
each signal-caller directed at least one 

Big 12 victory. Chelf, who started out 
third on the depth chart and wound up 

MVP of the Cowboys’ bowl game, got the starting 
call by Gundy for spring ball. Look for all three to 
play this fall, however. 

The new offensive coordinator is Mike Yurcich, 
who brings with him an interesting background. 
Yurcich was hired from Shippensburg State, a 
Division 2 program in Pennsylvania. His only FBS 
experience is two years as a graduate assistant at 
Indiana--everything else is Division 2 or the NAIA. 

But Yurcich’s offenses have worked. 
Shippensburg led Division 2 in total yards last 
season and his quarterback won the Harlon Hill 
Trophy given to the division’s top player. 

Joseph Randle, who led the Big 12 with 1,407 
rushing yards last season, has moved on, but when 
has Oklahoma State not had a running back ready 
to take over? This time the feature back figures to 
be Jeremy Smith, a 5-10 dynamo who rushed for 371 
yards and eight touchdowns last year. Smith is a 
senior who has amassed more than 1,200 yards and 
scored 25 touchdowns in his OSU career. 

Among new developments on the line, two-year 
starting tackle Parker Graham has moved to guard. 

Tracy Moore is ready to break out at wide 
receiver. Moore suffered a high ankle sprain against 
Kansas and was given a medical redshirt last season. 


There’s no dancing around the subject: Oklahoma 
State is coming off a surprisingly poor season 
of defense, and the cornerbacks were a target 


MOORE: SUE OGROCKI / AP 


of criticism throughout the year. The Cowboys gave large 
cushions and were picked apart, surrendering some 280 
passing yards per game. Corner Justin Gilbert called it “soft 
coverage” that put stress on the defensive backs. 

“We're looking at a little something different intensity-wise 
this year,” says Spencer, the new defensive coordinator. 

The numbers were terrible in 2012: Oklahoma State 
surrendered 421.7 yards and 28.2 points per game, about 
middle-of-the-pack for the Big 12 but not acceptable by the 
Cowboys’ recent success. In losses to Texas, Kansas State, 
Baylor and Oklahoma, OSU simply couldn’t get stops. 

One player, tackle Calvin Barnett, emerged as a standout. 
The junior-college transfer was a force with 8.5 tackles for loss, 
a sack and four quarterback hurries. He was named Big 12 
Defensive Newcomer of the Year. The Cowboys look to Barnett 
for leadership, but he can’t have moments like he did in OSU’s 
59-38 loss to Arizona last year when he picked up two personal 
fouls on the same play. 

Defensive end Tyler Johnson delivered an encouraging 
performance in the bowl victory with two sacks and two forced 
fumbles. A couple of highly touted recruits—juco transfer 
Sam Wren and freshman Niam Mustafaa (from College Park, 
Ga.)—could have an impact at end. 

A position switch from linebacker to safety could mean even 
more production from Lyndell Johnson, who created three 
turnovers and recovered a fumble despite missing four games 
with an ankle injury last season. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Graduated Quinn Sharpe led the Big 12 in field goals per 
game and in punting last year—he is a major loss. Gundy could 
separate the duties or highly touted freshman Ben Grogan 
could do both. Gilbert returns as one of the league's top kickoff- 


return men. 


BOTTOM LINE 


Can the defense make a stand, or a stop? The offense will be 
there, though, and the Cowboys will be at the top of the league 
race if the defense can come together. 


> RECRUITING REPORT 


2a sPoRTS 


This Oklahoma State class 
was not necessarily top-heavy, 
as only Jerel Morrow, Rennie 
Childs and Vincent Taylor were 
ranked as four-star prospects, 
but it addressed a lot of areas 
of need. Cowboys assistant 
Joe Wickline is known as one 
of the best evaluators of high 
school offensive linemen in the 
country and he signed five of his 
top targets. Most of the class 
hails from Texas but OSU also 
signed players from Arizona, 
Georgia, Missouri, Oklahoma and 
Utah. A couple of junior-college 
defensive linemen—Sam Wren 
and Ofa Hautau—should see 
significant early playing time. 

—Brian Perroni 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


AL © JEREL MORROW, CB 

The top prep player coming out of Kansas, the 
6-0,180-pound Morrow will play cornerback for 
the Cowboys. He provided a bigrecruiting win 
over Nebraska. 


@ > RENNIECHILDS, RB 

The 5-10, 185-pound rushing standout from the 
Houston area seemingly came out of nowhere 
tohave a huge senior campaign and picked up 
humerous offers. 


S > VINCENT TAYLOR, DL 

The 6-3, 277-pound prospect out of San Antonio 
is versatile and could play either tackle orend 
for Oklahoma State. 


> RA'SHAAD SAMPLES, WR 

The 5-11, 160-pound Under Armour All-American 
held offers from nearly every program in the 
country before committing to the Cowboys. 


S » NAIMMUSTAFAA, DE 

The 6-4, 235-pound Georgian surprised most 
people when he broke his longtime pledge to 
UGAand enrolled early in Stillwater. 


5-YEAR RECORD 
» 49416 


Lo x 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


IMPACT PLAYER 


Moore caught eight passes, 
including four touchdowns, ina second- 
game loss to Arizona and appeared on 
his way toa huge year. But he cooled 
off fora few games and was lost to 
aseason-ending injury. Witha high- 
powered offense, anew coordinator 
who leans toward the pass and plenty 
of quarterback depth, Moore could put 
upsome big numbersin 2013. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


OFFENSE 

» PASSING 

Clint Chelf 

GP _Effic. Cmp-Att-int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 


8 1472 | 119-197-6 60.4 1588/15 | 198.5 
» RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
Jeremy Smith B70) 371 53° 8 285 
> RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg TD Avg/G 
Josh Stewart 3101 1210 120'7 93) 
DEFENSE 
» TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Daytawion Lowe 3B) 58s 7) 
» SACKS GP No. ‘Yards: 
Tyler Johnson No 40 20 
P INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Daytawion Lowe 2 | 45 | 225) 0 
Lyndell Johnson 2 53 | 265 O 
Shamiel Gary Zz) 0 55 0 
2012 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC Osu} opp | 
SCORING 504 367 
Points Per Game 457 28.2 
FIRST DOWNS 346 305 
Rushing 149 16 
Passing MM 164 
Penalty 20 rs) 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2799 1842 
Yards gainedrushing 2993 2167 


Yards lost rushing 194 325 
Rushing Attempts 519 490 
Average Per Rush 5.4 38 
Average Per Game 215.3 47 
TDs Rushing 35 19 


PASSING YARDAGE 4312 3640 


Comp-Att-Int 312-495-16 = 331-544-1l 
Average Per Pass 87 67 
Average Per Catch 3.8 1.0 
Average Per Game 3317 280.0 
TDs Passing 34 20 
TOTAL OFFENSE ™m 5482 
Total Plays 1014 1034 
Average Per Play 70 53 


Average Per Game 541.0 421] 
KICK RETURNS: #-YDS 
PUNTRETURNS: #-YDS 36-412 16-197 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 1-46 16-226 


(osu 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


QB Clint Chelf (6-1, 210, Sr.) 
JW. Walsh (6-2, 205, So.) 

FB Kye Staley (5-10, 236, Sr.) 
Jeremy Seaton (6-2, 250, So.) 

RB Jeremy Smith (5-10, 208, Sr.) 
Desmond Roland (6-2, 210, Jr.) 

LT Devin Davis (6-5, 296, So.) 
Michael Wilson (6-6, 290, Fr.) 

LG Brandon Webb (6-3, 326, Sr.) 
Paul Lewis (6-3, 295, Fr.) 

C Jake Jenkins (6-3, 298, Jr.) 
Zac Veatch (6-4, 290, Fr.) 

RG Parker Graham (6-7, 315, Sr.) 
Chris Grisbhy (6-5, 325, Jr.) 

RT Daniel Koenig (6-6, 310, So.) 
Brandon Garrett (6-5, 295, Jr.) 

IR Josh Stewart (5-10, 185, Jr.) 
David Glidden (5-7, 185, So.) 

WR Tracy Moore (6-2, 215, Sr.) 
Jhajuan Seales (6-2, 185, Fr.) 

WR Charlie Moore (6-2, 202, Sr.) 
Brandon Sheperd (6-1, 195, So.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Jimmy Bean (6-5, 245, So.) 
Trace Clark (6-4, 250, So.) 
DT James Castleman (6-2, 296, Jr.) 
Anthony Rogers (6-3, 293, Sr.) 
DT Calvin Barnett (6-2, 300, Sr.) 
Davidell Collins (6-5, 275, Sr.) 
DE Tyler Johnson (6-1, 245, Sr.) 
Sam Wren (6-2, 255, Jr.) 
SLB Shaun Lewis (5-11, 225, Sr.) 
Joe Mitchell (6-2, 225, Sr.) 
MLB Caleb Lavey (6-3, 235, Sr.) 
DeMarcus Sherod (6-0, 220, So.) 
WLB Ryan Simmons (6-0, 242, So.) 
Kris Catlin (6-1, 225, So.) 
CB Kevin Peterson (5-11, 185, So.) 
Ashton Lampkin (5-11, 180, So.) 
CB Justin Gilbert (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
Miketavius Jones (5-10, 175, So.) 
FS Daytawion Lowe (5-1l, 205, Sr.) 
Larry Stephens (5-10, 185, Sr.) 
SS Shamiel Gary (6-0, 210, Sr.) 
Lyndell Johnson (6-3, 215, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K BenGrogan (6-1, 175, Fr.) 
P Michael Reichenstein (6-4, 212, Jr.) 


') Sporting News All-American 


STATISTIC Osu 


KICK RETURN AVG. 25.0 247 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 14 123 
INT RETURN AVG. 33 141 
FUMBLES-LOST 14-6 7-1 


PENALTIES-YARDS 83-777 80-598 
Average Per Game 59.8 46.0 
PUNTS-YARDS 44-2036 
Average Per Punt 463 44 
Net punt average 40.9 349 
TIME OF POSS./GAME 27:20 32:40 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 85/184 78/215 


3rd-Down Pct. 46% 36% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. Ws 16/30 
4th-Down Pet. 50% 53% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 25-163 12-70 
MISCYARDS 0 0 
TDSSCORED B 46 
FG-ATTEMPTS 28-34 15-23 
ATTENDANCE 395897 252525 
Games/AvgPerGame 7/56557 —_ 5/50505 
Neutral SiteGames 1/48313 


SCOREBYQTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 


Oklahoma State 156 156 153 126 3 594 
Opponent 89 96 71 105 6 367 


Follow Sporting News on Twitter @sportingnews Tl 
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2013 SCHEDULE 


New Mexico State 
@BYU 
Mississippi 
Kansas State 
@IOWASTATE 
@OKLAHOMA* 
@TcuU 

Kansas 

@WEST VIRGINIA 
Oklahoma State 
Texas Tech 
@BAYLOR 
*AtDallas, TX 


COACH 

Mack Brown 

Toth year (150-43) 
Career record: 230-112-1 


Offensive coordinator: 
Major Applewhite (third year), 
Darrell Wyatt (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Manny Diaz (third year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 9-4 

Beat Oregon State in the 

Alamo Bowl, 31-27 

Stadium: Darrell K Royal-Texas 
Memorial Stadium (100,119) 
Tickets: 800-982-BEVO 

Site: Austin, Texas 

Online: TexasSports.com 
Twitter: @MBTexasFootball 


By Texas standards, the 
Longhorns are coming off a flop 
of a season, the third straight. 

They didn’t win the Big 12—didn’t 

come close. A 9-4 overall mark and a 
winning conference record is one of the 
greatest seasons in Kansas football history. 

The Longhorns, since falling to Alabama for the 
2009 national championship, have gone 5-7, 8-5 and 
9-4. Included in that run is an O-3 record against 
Oklahoma, and the combined score of the most 
recent two meetings with the Sooners: 118-38. 

But the 2012 season ended on a good note—a 
comeback victory over Oregon State in the Alamo 
Bowl. Again, by Texas standards, it might sound like 
small potatoes, but quarterback David Ash played 
well enough to give the Longhorns confidence in 
the position for the first time since the days of Colt 
McCoy. 

Now, if only Texas can shore up its defense. It was 
a disaster last year, surrendering 33.9 points and 
440.2 yards per game. 

Does coach Mack Brown feel any pressure? 

“T don’t think so,” he says. “I would say 
‘excitement’ more than pressure. We have a chance 
to get the program back to the top level.” 


Uptempo is the buzz word. Texas plans to use 
much of the same playbook and have balance, only 
at an increased pace and with no huddle. Brown is 
talking about having fewer formations and fewer 
substitutions. That’s what happened against Oregon 
State last season, as Texas made up a 10-point deficit 
in the final 20 minutes. If there’s a comparison in the 
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DAVID ASH 


Big 12, think Oklahoma State, which 

has consistently been the top offense 

over the past five or so years, and 

doing it with balance. 

Ash, who got pointers from the 

Longhorns’ 2005 national championship 
quarterback, Vince Young, during the spring, 

will work closely with offensive coordinator Major 
Applewhite to shape the offense. Case McCoy is the 
top reserve, but the Texas coaches are excited about 
freshman Tyrone Swoopes, who stole the show in the 
spring game. 

Ash is 10-3 as a starting quarterback, and Brown 
thinks he doesn’t enough credit. 

“T really don’t think he’s gotten the accolades he 
deserves,” Brown says. “I think he has a chance to be 
really, really good this year.” 

Brown wants to get top running backs Johnathan 
Gray and Malcolm Brown on the field at the same 
time this season. Gray, who led Texas in rushing 
with 701 yards in 2012, could be poised for a big 
year. Jaxon Shipley and Mike Davis combined for 116 
receptions and 13 touchdowns at wide receiver last 
season, and Texas looks to be going back to making 
the tight end a bigger part of the offense with MJ. 
McFarland. The news is good up front, where all five 
linemen return, led by left guard Trey Hopkins. 


The entire unit was a disaster in 2012. Too often 
the Longhorns found themselves in shootouts. Some 
on the good side (56-50 over Baylor) and some bad, 
like the 45-41 loss to West Virginia. Even in the lean 
times, Texas’ defense had held firm, until last year. 

All eyes will be on the front seven. The Longhorns 


ASH: MICHAEL THOMAS / AP 


were hurt by the injury to linebacker Jordan Hicks last season, 
but others didn’t step up. The front got gashed too often, 
and Texas was a poor tackling team. This from a squad that 
included top NFL prospects Kenny Vaccaro at safety and end 
Alex Okafor, who led the Big 12 in sacks. 

Texas will have plenty of linebackers and defensive backs 


from which to choose. 


The advice from defensive coordinator Manny Diaz is to move 
on. “We can’t carry around the ghost of last year,” he says. 

The Longhorns spent the spring looking for answers and 
the spring game produced some highlights, including three 


interceptions. 


The new offense is expected to be a help here. With Texas 
moving to a faster pace, practices will reflect the competition 
the Longhorns see on a regular basis in the Big 12. “This league 
is really good at uptempo,” Brown says. “Nobody is huddling 
and nobody is substituting, so your defense gets stuck out 
there and they're snapping the ball every 15 seconds.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Remember how good the Texas kicking game used to be? It 
needs work now. Nick Rose and Nick Jordan are battling for the 
placekicking spot, although neither has grabbed the position. 
Penn State transfer Anthony Fera, who'll be the regular punter, 
is part of the kicking competition but has battled a hip flexor. 
The encouraging news is in the return game. Duke Thomas, 
who has played cornerback and wide receiver, looks like a 
playmaker who can take kicks to the house. 


BOTTOM LINE 


The schedule is favorable for a good start, and the 
Longhorns could be undefeated heading into Oklahoma on 
Oct. 12. Another big loss to the Sooners will have the fan base 
up in arms, but a Texas victory could get the program back on 


track for national contention. 


» RECRUITING REPORT 


2Ba'srorRTs 


The Longhorns have not been 

spectacular up front on offense in 
recent years and coach Mack Brown and 
company potentially did an excellent job 
fixing that in the 2013 recruiting cycle, 
signing five top-shelf prospects, including 
Desmond Harrison, who could play right 
away, and Jake Raulerson, whois already 
enrolled. The one trenchman to watch, 
however, may be guard Rami Hammad, 
who Texas swiped away from Baylor 
late in the process. The 6-5, 320-pound 
in-state prospect from Irving had a great 
senior year and dominated practices and 
games at the Semper Fidelis All-American 
Bowl. Many scouts and coaches think 
he’s an NFL player. Also, look out for 
Montrel Meander, a 6-4 safety/receiver 
the Longhorns took from Washington 
State late. Meander was hidden out in 
Amarillo, Texas, at Palo Duro High and was 
aresourceful signee for the Longhorns. 
Quarterback signee Tyrone Swoopes, a 
U.S. Army All-American Bowl selection, 
enrolled early and had a handful of good 
plays inthe Longhorns’ spring game. 

—JC Shurburtt 


RATING THERECRUITS 


(1 > DARIUS JAMES, 06 

The 6-6, 320-pound James was one of the 
top interior linemen in the country. The uber- 
athletic prospect from Harker Heights High in 
Texas was an Under Armour All-American. 


© » KENTPERKINS, OT 

Perkins, aU.S. Army All-American Bowl seler- 
tion, isa 6-6, 285-pound Dallas product (Lake 
Highlands High) whose best days of football 
are ahead of him thanks to his frame and 
athletic ability. 


S » DESMONDHARRISON, OT 

The Longhorns won alate recruiting battle to 
land the coveted Harrison, a 6-7, 305-pound 
junior-college prospect from Contra Costa Col- 
lege in California. Harrison has the opportunity 
tostep in and play significant snaps during his 
first seasonin Austin. 


@ » JAKEOLIVER, WR 

The sure-handed, speedy Oliver, a6-4, 
198-pounder from Dallas Jesuit, is skilled 
enough to push for playing time early during his 
career at Texas. 

SS } JAKERAULERSON,C 

Theb-5, 260-pound Raulerson enrolled early at 
Texas, which should put himina position to con- 
tend for playing time earlier than most offensive 
linemen, He starred at Celina (Texas) High. 


5-YEAR RECORD 
» 4718 


ee = x 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 
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IMPACT PLAYER 


When Texas was competing 
for national championships, the 


quarterback position was in safe 
hands, from Major Applewhite and 
Chris Simms to Vince Young and 
Colt McCoy. Brown believes Ash is 
the player to bring Texas back to 
glory. We'll see. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


OFFENSE 

» PASSING 

David Ash 

GP_Effic Cmp-Att-Int_ Pct. Yds. TD Avg/6 


2! 1533 | 214-318-8673 2699 19. 224.9 
» RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
JohnathanGray 13.149! 701 473 539 
> RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg TD Avg/G 
Jaxon Shipley B59 37 125 6 567 
DEFENSE 
» TACKLES — GP Solo Assist Total 
Steve Edmond BS! 52103 
» SACKS GP No. __Yards 
Jackson Jeffcoat 6 40 2 
INTERCEPTIONS No, Yards Avg. 1D 
Quandre Diggs 4) i 35 0 
2012 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC TEX 9 OPP | 
SCORING 464 380 
Points Per Game 35] 29,2 
FIRST DOWNS 28] 268 
Rushing 119 39 
Passing 45 ml 
Penalty 7 18 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2229 2498 
Yardsgainedrushing 2549 2926 


Yards lost rushing 320 428 
Rushing Attempts 492 538 
Average Per Rush 45 46 
Average Per Game m5 192.2 
TDs Rushing 3 29 
PASSING YARDAGE 3421 7756 
Comp-Att-Int 268-399-11 208-351-15 
Average Per Pass 8.6 79 
Average Per Catch 128 B2 
Average Per Game 263.2 712.0 
TDs Passing 3 16 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5650 5254 
Total Plays 891 889 
Average Per Play 63 59 


Average Per Game 434.6 404.2 
KICK RETURNS: #-YDS 
PUNTRETURNS: #-YDS 14-123 1-2 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 15-107 Tm 


a of 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


QB David Ash (6-3, 228, Jr.) 
Case McCoy (6-2, 200, Sr.) 

TB Johnathan Gray (5-11, 207, So.) 
Malcolm Brown (6-0, 223, Jr.) 

FB Alex DeLa Torre (6-1, 230, So.) 
Chat Moss (6-2, 255, Jr.) 

RT Josh Cochran (6-6, 299, Jr.) 
Kennedy Estelle (6-7, 300, So.) 

RG Mason Walters (6-6, 320, Sr.) 
Curtis Riser (6-4, 305, Fr.) 

C Dominic Espinosa (6-4, 300, Jr.) 
Garrett Porter (6-6, 315, Sr.) 

LG Trey Hopkins (6-4, 300, Sr.) 
Sedrick Flowers (6-3, 313, So.) 

LT Donald Hawkins (6-5, 310, Sr.) 
Marcus Hutchins (6-5, 280, So.) 

TE MJ.McFarland (6-6, 245, So.) 
Greg Daniels (6-5, 258, Jr.) 

WR Mike Davis (6-2, 193, Sr.) 
Marcus Johnson (6-1, 189, So.) 

WR Jaxon Shipley (6-1, 192, Jr.) 
Bryant Jackson (6-2 199, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Jackson Jeffcoat (6-5, 245, Sr.) 
Cedric Reed (6-6, 250, Jr.) 
DT Malcom Brown (6-4, 315, So.) 
Chris Whaley (6-3, 292, Sr.) 
DT Ashton Dorsey (6-2, 295, Sr.) 
Desmond Jackson (6-1, 200, Jr.) 
DE Reggie Wilson (6-3, 259, Sr.) 
Shiro Davis (6-3, 236, So.) 
OLB Peter Jinkens (6-1, 213, So.) 
Tevin Jackson (6-2, 233, Jr.) 
MLB Steve Edmond (6-3, 255, Jr.) 
Dalton Santos (6-3, 250, So.) 
OLB Jordan Hicks (6-2, 235, Jr.) 
Kendall Thompson (6-3, 239, Jr.) 
CB Quandre Diggs (5-10, 200, Jr.) 
Duke Thomas (5-11, 175, So.) 
CB Carrington Byndom (6-0, 180, Sr.) 
Sheroid Evans (6-0, 185, Jr.) 
FS Mykkele Thompson (6-2, 183, Jr.) 
Josh Turner (6-0, 177, Jr.) 
SS Adrian Phillips (5-11, 201, Sr.) 
Kevin Vaccaro (5-10, 180, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K_ Nick Jordan (6-1, 175, So.) 
P Anthony Fera (6-2, 220, Sr.) 


~) Sporting News All-American 


[= 0eP 
KICKRETURNAVG, = 32.23 
PUNTRETURNAVG. BB 101 
INTRETURN AVG, 1 101 
FUMBLES-LOST 55 186 
PENALTIES-VARDS 68-589 67-622 


Average Per Game 453 478 
PUNTS-YARDS 43-1948 
Average Per Punt 453 38-0 


Net punt average 40.8 35] 
TIME OF POSS./GAME 30:50 29:10 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 87/179 63/171 

31d-Down Pct. 49% 37% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 13/23 1/24 

4th-Down Pct. 57% 71% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 35-232 16-123 
MISC YARDS 0 30 
TDS SCORED 62 46 
FG-ATTEMPTS Hg 20-25 
ATTENDANCE 605304 270394 

Games/AvgPerGame 6/100884 — 5/54079 

Neutral Site Games 2/78888 
SCOREBYOTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 
Texas 109 130 92 133 0 464 
Opponent 102 103 85 90 O 380 
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OKLAHOMA 


SOONERS 


N.23 @KANSAS STATE 
D7 @OKLAHOMA STATE 
*AtDallas 


COACH 

Bob Stoops 

15th year (149-37) 
Loita record: 149-37 


offensive Condinatore. 
Josh Heupel (third year) 
Jay Norvell (fourth year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Mike Stoops (second year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 10-3 

Lost to Texas A&M in the 

Cotton Bowl, 41-13 

Stadium: Gaylord Family-Oklahoma 
Memorial Stadium (82,112) 

Tickets: 800-456-GoOU 

Site: Norman, Okla. 

Online: soonersports.com 

Twitter: @0U_Football 


Anew quarterback and questions 


on defense would be enough to ~~ 


downgrade the expectations at most 

programs. But not Oklahoma. The Sooners 

are seen as Big 12 contenders, and coach Bob Stoops, 
beginning his 15th season, would suggest no less. 

Nobody wants to hear that last year’s three losses 
came to teams that had Heisman finalists and spent 
part of the season in the top five. The 10-victory 
campaign produced a shared title with Kansas State, 
but the final analysis in Norman said it wasn’t good 
enough. Three assistant coaches were shown the door 
ina staff shakeup. 

The Sooners aspire to the national championship 
every year. They last played for the title after 
the 2008 season, and have won or shared two 
conference championships in the next four since—but 
the Sooners didn’t get close to qualifying for the 
championship game. 

For that to happen this season, Oklahoma will have 
to settle on a quarterback to replace Landry Jones, 
while the defense, once the program’s calling card, has 
to shore things up. The Sooners surrendered 40-plus 
points in three of their last four games. 


OFFENSE 

It’s the first starting-quarterback battle since 2007, 
when Sam Bradford emerged from the pack. He 
handed the job to Jones. Now, the position is up for 
grabs among Blake Bell, Trevor Knight and Kendal 
Thompson. Stoops goes somewhat against the grain 
here, unwilling to name a starter in spring ifa clear 
leader hasn’t emerged. The idea: OU will name a 
starter when he has earned it. 

Bell is the familiar name, or rather has the popular 
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mS. role in the Sooners’ package near the goal 


nickname, “Bell-dozer,” earned from his 


line, The 6-6, 263-pound Bell has pounded 
in 24 touchdowns over the past two years and 
is the favorite to earn the starting job. Whoever gets 
it, the position will be more mobile than it was under 
Bradford or Jones. 

“We're going to name a guy when he earns it,” 
quarterbacks coach Josh Heupel says. 

Whoever gets the job will have some advantages. 
Wideout Trey Metoyer showed signs of becoming a 
big-play receiver last season and his production may 
catch up to his reputation this year. Jalen Saunders 
and Sterling Shepard produced last season and Jaz 
Reynolds, coming off a yearlong suspension, should 
give Oklahoma a boost. 

The Sooners are loaded at running back. Damien 
Williams was the team’s leading rusher in 2012 with 
946 yards, Brennan Clay is back after a 511-yard 
season that included the 25-yard touchdown run 
in overtime that won the Oklahoma State game. 
Oklahoma uses a fullback as effectively as anybody in 
the Big 12, and Trey Millard, who caught 29 passes and 
had an equal number of rushing attempts last year, 
will be a focal point of the offense. 

Only one full-time starter from the offensive line, 
Lane Johnson, doesn’t return, and Oklahoma gets 
back two players—guards Tyler Evans and Nila 
Kasitati—who missed last season with torn ACLs. 


DEFENSE 

The defense started out well in the return year of 
coordinator Mike Stoops, who was let go in the middle 
of his eighth season as head coach at Arizona in 2011. 
But then, over the final months, yikes—Oklahoma 


MILLARD: SUE OGROCKI / AP 


had to outscore the likes of Baylor, West Virginia and Oklahoma 
State to survive. The Sooners won those games to gain a share of 
the conference title, then got “Manziel-ed” in the Cotton Bowl by 
Texas A&M. “You can’t give up that many points and yards and 
expect to win,” Mike Stoops says. 

Oklahoma received good news when cornerback Aaron 
Colvin decided to return for his senior season. Colvin was an 
all-conference selection who came up with four interceptions last 
season. Colvin, defensive tackle Chuka Ndulue and linebackers 
Corey Nelson and Frank Shannon are the lone returning starters. 

Linebacker Tom Wort left with eligibility remaining because 
he believed his position was being phased out for a scheme that 
features more defensive backs in the pass-happy Big 12. Mike 
Stoops understood. 

“T think our scheme did a little injustice to linebackers a year 
ago,” he recalls. “(But) when you're going against four wideouts 
70 percent of the game, it limits some of the things these guys 
can do.” 

The question is, how much 3-4 will Oklahoma run? The 
coaches say they'll use it some but it won’t be the team’s primary 
scheme. When the Sooners are in it, three-point-stance defensive 
ends will become stand-up pass-rushing outside linebackers. At 
times late last season, as opponents were running up big numbers, 
Oklahoma went with one or no linebackers. Big 12 offenses can 
force teams into that kind of uncomfortable adjustment. 

Turning heads in the spring was cornerback Cortez Johnson, 
who followed Mike Stoops from Arizona to Norman via transfer. 
Johnson started two games for the Wildcats as a freshman and is 
expected to start at Oklahoma. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Sooners must replace one of best punters in the program’s 
history, Tress Way. Jed Barnett, who averaged 41.3 yards per 
punt in the California junior-college ranks last season, will likely 
get the call. 


BOTTOM LINE 

The Sooners will go as far as the quarterback will take them. 
Last year, that was a share of the Big 12 title. Get to the top and in 
most years you're a national title contender. 


» RECRUITING REPORT 


It’s a bit of a surprise that the 
Sooners signed the top class 
in the Big 12 but were unable 
to crack the top 15 nationally. 
It was still a solid class for 
head coach Bob Stoops and 
company, though. Ford is likely 
the running back of the future 
for Oklahoma, while Thomas, if 
he does not go pro in baseball, 
could have a Landry Jones-type 
of career. After trying to go 
a bit more national in recent 
years, Oklahoma went back to 
the tried-and-true formula of 
recruiting the state of Texas 
very hard in this class, signing 13 
from its neighbor to the south. 

—Brian Perroni 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


‘L > KEITHFORD, RB 

The nation’s No. 4 running back and Texas’ fourth- 
fated prospect is a power runner with deceptive 
speed. Ford was an Under Armour All-American. 


= » HATARIBYRD,S 

The Sooners traveled to California to land the 6-1, 
195-pound secondary standout. He tumed down the 
entire Pac-l2 to sign with Oklahoma. 


3 » STANVON TAYLOR, WR/CB 
Oklahoma's Gatorade Player of the Year, the 5-11, 
160-pound speedster may make the move to 
cornerback for the Sooners. 


4 > CODYTHOMAS, 0B 

Alsoa big-time baseball player, the 6-5, 210-pound 
signal-calleris already a poised and polished passer. 
He'll be heading into a wide-open battle for the 
quarterback job. 


S » D.J.WARD,DE 

Incredibly talented, the 6-4, 242-pound Ward was 
not able to play as a prep senior after transferring 
schools. He's itching to get back on the field. 


5-YEAR RECORD 
» 5215 


IMPAGT PLAYER 


Metoyer was supposed to be 
the Sooners' big-play wide receiver 
last year, but it didn’t happen. He 
ended up witha mere17 receptions. 
The former five-star recruit got 
squeezed in the rotation. But the 
wideout ranks have thinned and 
Oklahoma needs Metoyer to live up 
tohis promise. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


OFFENSE 

» PASSING 

Blake Bell 

GP Effi. Cmp-Att-nt Pct. Yds. TD_ Avg/G 
B 124 9-6-0 562 107 0 82 


» RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/6 
Damien Williams 13 176 946 54 Tl 728 
P RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 
JalenSaunders 9 62 829 134.3 92) 
DEFENSE 
» TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total. 
Aaron Colvin B46 6l 
» SACKS GP No. Yards 
Chuka Ndulue B50 iW 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. TD 
Aaron Colvin 4/28 70) 0 
2012 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC OKLA} OPP | 
SCORING 496 331 
Points Per Game 38.2 255 
FIRST DOWNS 353 250 
Rushing 14 i} 
Passing 224 120 
Penalty 15 9 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2098 2499 
Yards gainedrushing 2347 2703 


Yards lost rushing 249 204 
Rushing Attempts 434 485 
Average Per Rush 48 52 
Average Per Game 161.4 192.2 
TDs Rushing 30 27 


PASSING YARDAGE 4374 2679 


Comp-Att-Int 376-571-1_— 220-420-13 
Average Per Pass 71 6.4 
Average Per Catch 11.6 12.2 
Average Per Game 336.5 206.) 
TDs Passing 30 N 
TOTAL OFFENSE 6472 5178 
Total Plays 1005 905 
Average Per Play 64 5] 


Average Per Game 497.8 398.3 
KICKRETURNS: #-YDS 35-904 
PUNTRETURNS: #-YDS 27-387 12-87 
INTRETURNS: #-YDS 13-124 1-208 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 
QB Blake Bell (6-6, 263, Jr.) 
Kendal Thompson (6-1, 191, So.) 
RB Damien Williams (5-11, 214, Sr.) 
Brennan Clay (5-11, 197, Sr.) 
FB Trey Millard (6-2, 259, Sr.) 
Aaron Ripkowski (6-1, 260, Jr.) 
LT Daryl Williams (6-6, 313, Jr.) 
Tyrus Thompson (6-5, 316, Jr.) 
LG Adam Shead (6-4, 311, Jr.) 
Austin Woods (6-4, 310, Sr.) 
C Gabelkard (6-3, 298, Sr.) 
Ty Darlington (6-3, 282, So.) 
RG Bronson Irwin (6-5, 310, Sr.) 
Austin Woods (6-4, 310, Sr.) 
RT Tyrus Thompson (6-5, 316, Jr.) 
Daryl Williams (6-6, 313, Jr.) 
WR Trey Metoyer (6-1, 184, So.) 
Lacoltan Bester (6-3, 208, Sr.) 
WR Jalen Saunders (5-9, 160, Sr.) 
Durron Neal (5-11, 201, So.) 
TE Brannon Green (6-2, 264, Sr.) 
Taylor McNamara (6-5, 253, Fr.) 


DEFENSE 
RE Geneo Grisson (6-4, 254, Jr.) 
Charles Tapper (6-4, 253, So.) 
RT Jordan Phillips (6-6, 324, So.) 
Jordan Wade (6-4, 306, Fr.) 
LT Chuka Ndulue (6-3, 262, Jr.) 
Torrea Peterson (6-3, 280, Jr.) 
LE Mike Onuoha (6-5, 235, So.) 
Rashod Favors (6-I, 262, Jr.) 
OLB Corey Nelson (6-1, 215, Sr.) 
Aaron Franklin (6-1, 217, Jr.) 
MLB Frank Shannon (6-1, 230, So.) 
Eric Striker (6-0, 198, So.) 
RCB Aaron Colvin (6-0, 181, Sr.) 
Zack Sanchez (5-11, 170, Fr.) 
LCB Cortez Johnson (6-2, 198, So.) 
Kass Everett (5-10, 180, Sr.) 
SS Quentin Hayes (6-0, 18), Jr.) 
Ahmad Thomas (6-1, 205, Fr.) 
FS GabeLynn (6-0, 199, Sr.) 
Trey Franks (5-10, 184, Jr.) 
NB Julian Wilson (6-2, 191, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Michael Hunnicutt (6-1, 169, Jr.) 
P Jed Barnett (6-2, 215, Jr.) 


~~) Sporting News All-American 


STATISTIC OKLA f opp | 
KICK RETURN AVG. 258 18.2 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 143 12 
INT RETURN AVG, 95 18.9 
FUMBLES-LOST 20-9 B 
PENALTIES-YARDS 74-598 62-482 
Average Per Game 46.0 SAI 
PUNTS-YARDS 54-2340 74-3227 
Average Per Punt 433 43.6 
Net punt average 36.8 313 


TIME OF POSS./GAME 31:04 28:56 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 96/184 84/202 


3rd-Down Pct. 52% 42% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. mM vA) 
4th-Down Pct. 64% 47% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 25-138 15-128 
MISC YARDS 0 4 
TOS SCORED 64 4] 
FG-ATTEMPTS 1-21 16-22 
ATTENDANCE 511460 255261 
Games/AvgPerGame 6/85243 _5/51052 
Neutral Site Games 2/89762 


SCOREBYQTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 
Oklahoma 94 182 116 98 6 496 
Opponent 50 87 79 2 3 33 
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2013 SCHEDULE 


A.31 Wofford 
S.7 Buffalo 
S.21 Louisiana-Monroe 
0.5 West Virginia 
0.12 @KANSAS STATE 
0.19 lowa State 
0.26 @KANSAS 
N.7 Oklahoma 
N.16 TEXAS TECH* 
N.23 @OKLAHOMA STATE 
N.30 @TCU 
D7 Texas 
“At Arlington, TX 


COACH 


Sixth year (33-30) 
Career record: 67-59 


Offensive coordinator: 
Philip Montgomery (sixth year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Phil Bennett (third year) 


FAST FACTS 


Beat UCLA in the 

Holiday Bowl, 49-26 

Stadium: Floyd Casey Stadium (50,000) 
Tickets: 254-710-1000 

Site: Waco, Texas 

Online: baylorbears.com 

Twitter: @BUFootball 


We have our first declared Heisman 
Trophy candidate for 2013. 

Technically, anybody who suits up for 
a game is eligible for the Heisman, and last year’s 
winner, Texas A&M quarterback Johnny Manziel, 
wasn’t even named the starter until fall. So, Baylor 
running back Lache Seastrunk has as good a shot as 
anybody. But he intends to win it, he says. 

“I’m going to win the Heisman,” Seastrunk says. 
“I’m going to win it in 2013. If I don't, I’m going to get 
very close. I’m shooting for that goal. I'll gladly say it.” 

Hey, good for Seastrunk, speaking what many who 
play the game believe but few, ifany, announce. 

Truth be known, Seastrunk has the game. It took a 
while for it to emerge last season, but when it did, the 
Oregon transfer was terrific. Seastrunk introduced 
himself to the nation with a 185-yard rushing 
performance against Kansas State. 

And it’s not as if Baylor, down for so many years, 
can’t produce a star. The school has produced a 
barrel of individual athletic excellence over the past 
few seasons, like Washington Redskins quarterback 
Robert Griffin III, women’s hoops star Brittney 
Griner and a handful of NBA draft selections. 

Seastrunk says nobody will work harder to 
become a star, and the day before spring practice 
started he awoke at 3 a.m. and couldn’t get back to 
sleep. “It was time to get to work,” he recalls. 

Nobody worked harder, or had better results 
than Baylor down the stretch of 2012, winning four 
straight, including a Holiday Bowl victory over 
UCLA. The Bears break in a new quarterback this 
season but hopes are high for a Big 12 title-contending 
season. 
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“The momentum has us juiced up,” 
Bears coach Art Briles says. 


OFFENSE 

At Baylor, quarterbacks know how to wait their 
turn. Last year’s regular, senior Nick Florence, could 
have been a career starter. But he played behind 
Griffin and bided his time. Then last year, it was 
Florence—and not Oklahoma’s Landry Jones or West 
Virginia's Geno Smith—who led the Big 12 in passing 
yards (331.5 per game). 

Now, it’s Bryce Petty’s turn. He’s scheduled to 
start for the first time since his senior year in high 
school, 2008. Petty, a redshirt junior, will have his 
undergraduate degree by the time he takes his first 
college snap. 

“He ought to be hungry,” Briles says. “He ought to 
be anxious and willing to do whatever.” 

Petty is linebacker-sized at 6-3 and 230 pounds. 
Seastrunk compares Petty’s style to Tim Tebow, and 
had Petty going to the college where he committed out 
of high school, Tennessee, he would have competed 
against the Florida Gators’ Heisman winner. But 
Petty wanted to play for Phil Fulmer, who was 
replaced by Lane Kiffin, so Petty came to Baylor. 

He grayshirted in 2009, took a redshirt in 2010 
and has served as a backup each of the past two years. 

“It’s hard to wait,” Petty says. “But I’m a better 
quarterback because of it.” 

The offense also gives him a chance to be a good 
quarterback. All-America wide receiver Terrance 
Williams is gone, but Tevin Reese and Levi Norwood 
(93 receptions combined last season) are back. 

So is, you may have heard, Seastrunk. He averaged 


MARTIN AND SEASTRUNK: LM OTERO / AP 


about 26 rushing yards in his first seven games—and 138.6 in the 


final six. 


Like the Bears overall, the defense had its best moments at the 
end of last season, bottling up Kansas State quarterback Collin 
Klein and coming up with six sacks in the bow] victory over 
UCLA. Holiday Bow] Defensive MVP Chris McAllister is back 
at one end and is flanked by Terrance Lloyd. This might be the 
program’s best set of ends in its Big 12 history. 

Middle linebacker Bryce Hager was a second-team all-league 
choice and led the Big 12 in tackles with 9.5 per game. The most 
improved player over the course of the season was weakside 
linebacker Eddie Lackey, who won the last two Big 12 Defensive 
Player-of-the-Week awards to end the regular season after 
returning interceptions for touchdowns against Texas Tech and 


Oklahoma State. 


The good news in the secondary is the return of cornerback 
Demetri Goodson. He broke his arm at West Virginia and was 


granted a medical hardship. 


Still, Baylor has to improve overall to be a championship- 
caliber team. The Bears finished last in the Big 12 in total defense, 
yielding 504 yards per game. They also ranked last in pass 


defense. 


“We showed great things at the end of the season,” Briles says. 
That needs to carry into this year. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Everybody is back here. Placekicker Aaron Jones was 
an acceptable 16-of-27 on field goals last year, but boomed a 
58-yarder against Texas Tech. Punter Spencer Roth averaged 
43.8 yards per boot. Norwood averaged 10.4 yards per punt 
return, but Baylor can help its already-potent offense by 
improving its kickoff-return average from 20.8 last season. 


BOTTOM LINE 


Looking for a dark horse? Pick Baylor. Petty’s has plenty of 
time to prepare for a solid season and the Bears proved by the 
end of last year they could be solid on defense. 


> RECRUITING REPORT 


2t"'SPORTS. 


Baylor put together a 
solid class after having its 
best season ina long time 
the previous year. Finishing 
third in the Big 12 wasa 
big accomplishment and 
beating the likes of Texas 
and Oklahoma for players 
such as Robbie Rhodes 
and Andrew Billings was 
something that would not 
have happened evena couple 
of years ago. Coach Art Briles 
has offensive playmakers 
wanting to play for the 
Bears with his uptempo, 
high-scoring offense. The 
classis especially strong at 
wide receiver and defensive 
line—two positions the team 
needed to rebuild from this 


past year. —Brian Perroni 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


L > ROBBIERHODES, WR 

Rhodes was a big-time coup for Baylor. The 6-1, 189-pound 
five-star prospect has sprinter's speed and good size, He 
averaged more than 30 yards per catch inhigh school. 


@ > BRIANNANCE,LB 

The 6-3, 245-pound former U.S. Army All-American was 
forced to go the prep school route after a standout high 
school career. He is an early enrollee and should make a 
quick impact. 


3 > ANDREW BILLINGS, DL 

Baylor wona big battle against Texas and TCU to keep the 
6-2, 315-pound Billings in his hometown of Waco. He was 
all-state on both sides of the ball. 


4 + MAURICE PORTER, OT 

The 6-5, 280-pound linemanis still very new to football 
after moving to Texas from Indiana a few years ago. 
Baylor flipped him late from his longtime pledge to 
Texas Tech. 


S > KYLEFULKS, WR 

The 5-9, 170-pound wideout, one of the fastest players 
coming out of the state of Texas, was a standout corner- 
back for state champion and perennial power Katy. 


5-YEAR RECORD 
» 33-30 


IMPAGT PLAYER 


Lache Seastrunk belongs here, but 
so does his backfield mate, Martin, 
whorushed for three touchdowns 


inthe Holiday Bowl win over UCLA. 
Martinis more of a power back and 
hada big spring game with 114 rushing 
yards, This might end up being one 

of the nation’s best backfields, and 
willhelp accelerate the progress of a 
first-year quarterback, 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 
OFFENSE 

» PASSING 

Bryce Petty 

GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pet. Yds. TD Avg/G 
6) 1845) 710-0 | 700 97 1° 162 
» RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/6 
LacheSeastrunk 13 131 1012 77 7° 778 
»RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg 1D Ave/G 
Tevin Reese B 53 957 181 9 736 
DEFENSE 

» TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Bryce Hager 3B 22 $2 
» SACKS GP No. Yards 
Chris McAllister 3B 6.0 4 
P INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Eddie Lackey 4°10 275 2 
2012 TEAM STATS 

STATISTIC ee 
SCORING 578 484 
Points Per Game 445 312 
FIRST DOWNS 368 344 
Rushing 169 132 
Passing 116 191 
Penalty B a 


RUSHING YARDAGE 3012 2323 
Yards gainedrushing 3229 265] 


Yards lost rushing 27 328 
Rushing Attempts 597 BI} 
Average Per Rush 5.0 45 
Average Per Game 2317 178.7 
TDs Rushing 38 28 


PASSING YARDAGE 4427 4206 


Comp-Att-Int 294-475-13  357-569-18 
Average Per Pass 93 14 
Average Per Catch 15] 18 
Average Per Game 3405 3235 
TDs Passing 34 36 
TOTAL OFFENSE 7439 6529 
Total Plays 1072 1080 
Average Per Play 69 6.0 


Average Per Game 572.2 502.2 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 50-1039 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 16-144 12-166 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 18-316 13-90 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 
QB Bryce Petty (6-3, 230, Jr.) 
Seth Russell (6-3, 200, Fr.) 
RB Lache Seastrunk (5-10, 210, Jr.) 
Glasco Martin (6-1, 220, Sr.) 
UB Shock Linwood (5-8, 200, Fr.) 
Devin Chafin (6-0, 215, Fr.) 
RT Kelvin Palmer (6-4, 290, Sr.) 
Tre'Von Armstead (6-6, 280, Fr.) 
RG Desmine Hilliard (6-4, 330, So.) 
Jason Osei (6-4, 315, Fr.) 
C Stephan Huber (6-4, 290, Sr.) 
Kyle Fuller (6-4, 295, Fr.) 
LG Cyril Richardson (6-5, 335, Sr.) 
LaQuan McGowen (6-7, 375, So.) 
LT Spencer Drango (6-6, 315, So.) 
Pat Colbert (6-5, 295, So.) 
WR Tevin Reese (5-10, 170, Sr.) 
Antwan Goodley (5-10, 220, Jr.) 
WR LeviNorwood (6-1, 185, Jr.) 
Jay Lee (6-3, 210, So.) 
TE Jordan Najvar (6-6, 260, Sr.) 
Jerod Monk (6-5, 275, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 
RE Terrance Lloyd (6-3, 235, Sr.) 
Shawn Oakman (6-8, 260, So.) 
NT Beau Blackshear (6-4, 285, So.) 
Suleiman Masumbuko (6-2, 290, So.) 
DT Javonte Magee (6-4, 265, So.) 
Trevor Clemons-Valdez (6-3, 290, So.) 
LE Chris McAllister (6-2, 255, Sr.) 
Jamal Palmer (6-2, 230, So.) 
WLB Eddie Lackey (6-0, 225, Sr.) 
Kendall Ehrlich (6-1, 225, Fr.) 
MLB Bryce Hager (6-1, 235, Jr.) 
Aivion Edwards (6-0, 225, Fr.) 
NB SamHoll (6-1, 205, Sr.) 
Prince Kent (6-3, 220, Sr.) 
CB K.J. Morton (5-9, 180, Sr.) 
Demetri Goodson (5-11, 190, Sr.) 
CB Joe Williams (5-9, 185, Sr.) 
Xavian Howard (6-0, 195, Fr.) 
DS Ahmad Dixon (6-0, 205, Sr.) 
Orion Stewart (6-0, 190, Fr.) 
CS Terrell Burt (5-8, 175, So.) 
Anthony Webb (5-11, 195, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Aaron Jones (6-3, 190, Sr.) 
P Spencer Roth (6-4, 225, Jr.) 


~~» Sporting News All-American 


STATISTIC BAYLOR | OPP | 


KICK RETURN AVG. 20.8 25 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 9.0 13.8 
INT RETURN AVG. 17.6 69 
FUMBLES-LOST 25-10 20-7 


PENALTIES-YARDS 87-763 
Average Per Game 587 483 
PUNTS-YARDS 
Average Per Punt 439 42.8 
Net punt average 36.4 32 
TIME OF POSS./GAME 21:22 32:38 


3RD-DOWN CONV. 85/184 W213 
3rd-Down Pct. 46% 52% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 21/30 10/30 
4th-Down Pct. 10% 33% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 19-130 19-92 
MISCYARDS 0 0 
TDS SCORED 16 65 
FG-ATTEMPTS 16-27 10-13 
ATTENDANCE 247165 332362 
Games/AvgPerGame 6/4194 — 5/66472 
Neutral Site Games 2/49838 


SCOREBYQTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 
Baylor 138 152 149 132 7 578 
Opponent 104 159 93 128 O 484 
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KANSAS STATE 


2013 SCHEDULE 
A.30 North Dakota State 
S.7 Louisiana-Lafayette 
S.14 Massachusetts 
S.21 QTEXAS 
0.5 @OKLAHOMA STATE 
0.12 Baylor 
0.26 West Virginia 
N.2 lowa State 
N.9 @TEXAS TECH 
N.16 TU 
N.23 Oklahoma 
N.30 @KANSAS 

COACH 

Bill Snyder 

22nd year (170-85-1) 

Career record: |/0-85-1 

Offensive coordinators: 

Dana Dimel (seventh year) 

Del Miller (14th year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Tom Hayes (second year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 11-2 

Lost to Oregon in the 

Fiesta Bowl, 35-17 

Stadium: Bill Snyder Family Stadium 

(50,000) 

Tickets: 800-221-CATS 

Site: Manhattan, Kan, 

Online: kstatesports.com 

Twitter: @kstatesports 


\ 
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TYLER LOCKEMT 


Observers are downgrading Kansas State’s chances this season, 
but the Wildcats don’t mind being the underdogs. That’s what they 
entered as last year, when K-State was no higher than a fifth choice in 
the Big 12 and a bottom-half finish was the more prevalent projection. 

And what happened? The Wildcats rode the Heisman Trophy- 
caliber season of quarterback Collin Klein to the program’s third 
conference championship and wound up one loss away from playing 
in the BCS National Championship Game. 

But you can’t blame people for expecting a drop-off. The team lost 
its heart and soul in Klein, and that’s not easily replaced. 


OFFENSE 

Sophomore QB Daniel Sams, last year’s top reserve, brings knowledge of 
the offense and catlike quickness, but he needs to work on his passing. Juco 
transfer Jake Waters isn’t as quick as Sams, but he is a dual threat witha 
better arm. Bill Snyder hadn’t named a starter through spring practice, but 
whoever gets the job will have plenty to work with. The Wildcats return 
their starting offensive line, top rusher John Hubert and four of the top six 
receiving threats, led by All-America candidate Tyler Lockett. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

This was a good unit last year, the only one that slowed the West 
Virginia offense in Morgantown, although it started to wear out 
at season’s end when injuries took a toll. But linebacker Arthur 
Brown was to the defense what Klein was the offense, and that kind 
of leadership isn’t easily replaced. In all, K-State lost eight starters 
on this side of the ball, including Big 12 Defensive Lineman of the 
Year Meshak Williams. But there is proven talent for a foundation, 
beginning with All-Big 12 safety Ty Zimmerman. 

An intriguing story is linebacker Blake Slaughter, who has appeared 
in 24 games but took a redshirt season in 2012 to give himself a better 
opportunity to play this year. He'll get the first crack at replacing Brown 
in the middle. 

Special teams returns the 
Big 12 leaders in punt returns 
(Tramaine Thompson) and 


IMPACT PLAYER 
kett, WR/KRS 


The Lockett family tradition 


kickoff returns (Lockett). 
continues at K-State. Dad Kevin 
BOTTOM LINE isthe school’s career leaderin 


receptions, uncle Aaronis fourth on 


We're picking K-State to finish 
in the middle of the pack, but the 
program with the best two-year 
record (15-3) in the Big 12 might 
be better than we all think. 
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the list, and Tyler will join them with 
a big 2013 season. He’s also one 

of the nation’s top kick returners, 
averaging 33.8 yards with four 
touchdowns in two seasons. 


5-YEAR RECORD 
> 39-24 


— oo 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB Daniel Sams (6-2, 207, So.) 

RB John Hubert (5-7, 191, Sr.) 
FB Zach Nemechek (6-3, 243, Jr.) 
LT Cornelius Lucas (6-9, 328, Sr.) 
LG Boston Stiverson (6-4, 312, So.) 
C BJ Finney (6-4, 303, Jr.) 

RG Keenan Taylor (6-4, 290, Sr.) 
RT Cody Whitehair (6-4, 309, So.) 
TE Zach Trujillo (6-5, 256, Jr.) 

WR Tyler Lockett (5-11, 175, Jr.) 

WR Tramaine Thompson (5-8, 167, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Ryan Mueller (6-2, 245, Jr.) 
DT Travis Britz (6-4, 293, So.) 
DT Chaquil Reed (6-3, 309, Sr.) 
DE Marquel Bryant (6-3, 241, So.) 
LB Tre Walker (6-3, 225, Sr.) 
LB Blake Slaughter (5-10, 227, Sr.) 
LB Jonathan Truman (5-11, 219, Jr.) 
CB Randall Evans (6-0, 190, Jr.) 
CB Kip Daily (5-11, 180, Sr.) 
S TyZimmerman (6-1, 204, Sr.) 
S Dante Barnett (6-1, 186, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Jack Cantele (6-0, 193, So.) 
P Mark Krause (5-11, 218, Jr.) 


Sporting News All-American 


RATING THE RECRUITS 
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iL > JAKEWATERS, QB 

The6-2,215-pound signal-caller rewrote the junior-college 
record books in leading lowa Western toanationaljuco 
title, He chose the Wildcats over Penn State. 


@ » NICKRAMIREZ, LB 

The 6-2, 225-pound four-star prospect was a longtime 
Missouri commit that Kansas State never gave up on. He 
was an Offense-Defense Bowl All-American. 


3 » DEVONNASH, DE 

The 6-5, 260-pound four-star prospect was a teammate 
of Jake Waters’ at lowa Western. The Nebraska native 
should make an early impact. 


4 » TANNERWOOD, DL 

Though likely headed for the defensive linein college, 
the 6-5, 235-pound Wood rushed for a 659 yards ina 
single game from his quarterback spot as a prep senior. 


S > CREMOORE,(B 

The 6-0, 173-pound corner has good size and speed and 

comes from one of the top prep programs in Oklahoma. 
— Brian Perroni 


LOCKETT: ORLIN WAGNER / AP 


FIELDS: JEROME MIRON / USA TODAY SPORTS 


5-VEAR RECORD 
» 53-11 


7 * 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONAL TITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB Casey Pachall (6-5, 230, Sr.) 
TB Waymon James (5-8, 203, Sr.) 
LT Tayo Fabuluje (6-7, 315, Jr.) 
LG Joey Hunt (6-3, 285, So.) 
C Eric Tausch (6-3, 300, Sr.) 
RG Michael Thompson (6-5, 352, Jr.) 
RT Aviante Collins (6-6, 310, So.) 
TE Stephen Bryant (6-5, 242, Jr.) 
WR Cam White (6-3, 200, Jr.) 
WR LaDarius Brown (6-4, 200, So.) 
WR Brandon Carter (5-11, 161, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Jon Koontz (6-2, 265, Sr.) 

DT Chucky Hunter (6-1, 305, Jr.) 
DT Davion Pierson (6-2, 305, So.) 
DE Devonote Fields (6-4, 240, So.) 

MLB Joel Hasley (6-1, 220, Jr.) 

SLB Marcus Mallet (6-1, 216, Jr.) 

CB Jason Verrett (5-10, 180, Sr.) 
CB Kevin White (5-10, 174, Jr.) 

WS Chris Hackett (6-2, 200, So.) 
FS Elisha Olabode (5-10, 192, Sr.) 
SS Sam Carter (6-1, 220, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Jaden Oberkrom (6-3, 182, So.) 
P Ethan Perry (6-4, 230, So.) 


Sporting News All-American 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


Zap sronrs 


‘L > KYLEHICKS,RB 

The 5-10, 195-pound four-star back was alongtime 
Texas commit before shocking many by switching to 
TCUlatein the process. 


@ > DACSHAW,LB 
Asleeper prospect from east Texas, the 6-2, 205-pound 
Shaws a big hitter. He could wind up beinga steal. 


3 > TYSLANINA,S 

One of the faster players in Texas, the 6-0, 180-pound 
safety led his team toa state title from the quarterback 
position as a senior. 


4 » PATRICK MORRIS, OL 

The 6-2, 287-pound prospect is undersized but plays 
witha serious mean streak. He could endupas a guard 
orcenter for TCU. 


SS » CAMERONECHOLS-LUPER, WR 

Aone-time Texas A&M commit, the 6-0, 190-pounder 
committed to TCU before his father, Curtis, was hiredasan 
assistant coach for the Horned Frogs. 


— Brian Perroni 


By recent TCU standards, its first year in the Big 12 fell short. The 
Horned Frogs finished 4-5 in league play after having gone the previous 
three seasons undefeated against Mountain West competition. 

But TCU qualified for a bowl game for the eighth straight year and, 
on Thanksgiving night, won at Texas. And those accomplishments 
came after starting quarterback Casey Pachall was arrested for DUI 
and left the program to obtain treatment. 

Although the Horned Frogs didn’t contend for the conference title, 
they brought a physical presence to the league. 


OFFENSE 

Pachall is back, which makes TCU one of the nation’s most 
interesting teams in 2013. When he left the team in 2012, the Frogs were 
4-0 and ranked 15th and Pachall was the nation’s top-rated passer. 
In his absence, freshman Trevone Boykin went 3-6 as the starter. If 
Pachall returns to the starting role, Boykin could be the top reserve or 
switch to running back, where he was practicing before Pachall’s arrest. 
Running back Waymon James, who led the team in rushing in 2011, is 
back after suffering a season-ending knee injury in 2012. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

Defense has been TCU’s calling card under coach Gary Patterson, 
and the Frogs did nothing to harm that reputation in their first year 
Big 12. They led the league in total defense and rushing defense and 
featured two of the league’s most productive players. Freshman end 
Devonte Fields recorded 10 sacks and a league-leading 18.5 tackles for 
loss. Junior cornerback Jason Verrett shared the league lead with six 
interceptions and led the Big 12 in passes defended. Verrett toyed with 
the idea of an NFL jump but is back for his senior season. 

On special teams, a pair of sophomores will handle the kicking 
chores. Punter Ethan Perry had 20 punts of at least 50 yards and 
averaged 44.5 yards in 2012. Jaden Oberkrom made 22 of 30 field 
goals (with a long of 53) and was 
perfect on 42 extra points. 


IMPACT PLAYER 
BOTTOM LINE DevonteFields,DE 4 /4 
Patterson has said his Fields has drawn some 


comparisonos to former Texas 


program will need two years 
A&M end and current Denver 


to fully immerse itself in the 


Broncos linebacker Von Miller. 


Big 12. But he might be a year 
ahead of schedule. With a senior 
quarterback and the league’s 
best defense, the Horned Frogs 
could be a factor in the race. 


But Gary Patterson has a word of 
warning for Fields: “He’s going to 
have to bea lot better than he was 
a year ago because he’s going to be 
blocked more.” 


HORNED FROGS 


2013 SCHEDULE 

A.31 @Lsu* 
S.7 Southeastern Louisiana 
$.12 (@TEXAS TECH 
$.28 SMU 
0.5 @OKLAHOMA 
0.12 Kansas 
0.19 @OKLAHOMA STATE 
0.26 Texas 
N.2 West Virginia 
N.9 @IOWASTATE 
N.16 @KANSAS STATE 
N.30 Baylor 

“At Adlington, TX 

COACH 

Gary Patterson 


14th year (116-36) 
Career record: 116-36 


Offensive coordinators: 

Jarrett Anderson (fifth year) ; 
Rusty Burns (second year) ; 
Defensive coordinator: 

Dick Bumpas (10th year) 


FAST FACTS 


2012 RECORD: 7-6 

Lost to Michigan State in the 
Buffalo Wild Wings Bowl, 17-16 
Stadium: Amon 6. Carter Stadium 
(45,000) 

Tickets: 877-TCU-FROG 

Site: Fort Worth, Texas 

Online: gofrogs.cstv.com 
Twitter: @TCUFootball 


Daily coverage at sportingnews.com/ncaa-football 
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2013 SCHEDULE 


@SMU 

Stephen F. Austin 
TCU 

Texas State 
@KANSAS 

lowa State 
@WEST VIRGINIA 
@OKLAHOMA 
Oklahoma State 
Kansas State 
@BAYLOR* 
QTEXAS 
*At Arlington, TX 


COACH 
Kliff Kingsbury 
First year 


Offensive coordinators: 
Sonny Cumbie (first year) 
Eric Morris (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Matt Wallerstedt (first year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 8-5 

Beat Minnesota in the 

Meineke Car Care Bowl, 34-31 

Stadium: Jones AT&T Stadium (60,454) 
Tickets: 806-742-8324 

Site: Lubbock, Texas 

Online: texastech.com/sports 
Twitter: @TechAthletics 


Tana 


There may not have been a more popular hire in the history of 
coaching. Having been the position coach for the unexpected Heisman 
Trophy winner last year, Texas A&M quarterback Johnny Manziel, 
alone would have made Kliff Kingsbury a hot candidate. But the topper 
on Kingsbury’s resume was his hometown-boy status. As one of the 
first gunslingers under former coach Mike Leach, Kingsbury was the 
right guy at the right time for a Tech program that had been socked 
with a heavy probation. Now, the Red Raiders are hoping the same 
holds true in his first head-coaching job. 


JAKEEM GRANT 


Michael Brewer backed up Seth Doege last year at quarterback and 
completed 34 of 48 passes for 375 yards, four touchdowns and no picks. 
But he has competition. Davis Webb arrived on campus in January and 
opened eyes in spring practices. Kingsbury and co-offensive coordinator 
Sonny Cumbie say they like what they’ve seen from both. 

The offense will be different in 2013 in that quarterbacks will 
have more freedom to change plays at the line than they did under 
Kingsbury’s predecessor, Tommy Tuberville, and the Raiders will 
also play at a faster pace. 


Another year, another defensive coordinator. Matt Wallerstedt, 
who was with Kingsbury at A&M last season, makes five in five years 
in Lubbock. But last season the defense was much improved—Tech 
led the Big 12 in pass defense and ranked behind TCU in total defense— 
and eight starters return. Under Wallerstedt, the Red Raiders will run 
both 4-3 and 3-4 looks. 

End Kerry Hyder, who recorded 5.5 sacks and 14 tackles for loss last 
season, is the unit’s difference-maker, but someone needs to step up as 
a playmaker; the team ranked last in the league in turnover margin in 
2012, primarily because it came up with a mere 11 takeaways. 

On special teams, kicker Ryan Bustin and punter Ryan Erxleben 
are back, as is Jakeem Grant, who returned two kickoffs for 
touchdowns last year. 


IMPACT PLAYER 
JakeemGrant,WR/RS 4 A 


Grant is a5-6 dynamo who 
came onstrong at the end of last 


The excitement level is high 
at Tech, but it may take a year 
or two to make progress under 
Kingsbury. Leach went 7-6 in his 
first year in Lubbock, Tuberville 
8-5. An eight-victory season 
would be a success in 2013. 


season, returning kicks for scores 
against Baylor and Minnesota. He 
also had an impressive spring camp 
at wide receiver. 
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> bid 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Michael Brewer (6-1, 183, So.) 
RB Kenny Williams (5-9, 219, Jr.) 
RB Sadale Foster (5-7, 187, Sr.) 
LT Le'Raven Clark (6-5, 303, So.) 
LG Tony Morales (6-3, 302, So.) 
C Jared Kaster (6-3, 271, So.) 
RG Trey Keenan (6-6, 280, Fr.) 
RT Beau Carpenter (6-6, 284, Jr.) 
WR Jakeem Grant (5-6, 163, So.) 
WR Dominque Wheeler (6-1, 177, Fr.) 
WR Eric Ward (6-0, 204, Sr.) 


DE Simmons Delvon (6-5, 290, Jr.) 
DT Dennell Wesley (6-2, 286, Sr.) 
DE Kerry Hyder (6-2, 281, Sr.) 

LB Chris Payne (5-10, 187, Sr.) 

LB Pete Robertson (6-3, 220, So.) 
LB Will Smith (6-3, 224, Sr.) 

DB Bruce Jones (5-7, 171, Sr.) 

DB Micah Awe (6-0, 205, So.) 

DB J.J. Gaines (5-10, 180, So.) 

DB Tre’ Porter (6-0, 202, Sr.) 

DB John White (5-10, 200, So.) 


K Ryan Bustin (5-11, 172, Jr.) 
P Ryan Erxleben (6-1, 191, Sr.) 


Bap srorrs 


» GARY MOORE, WR 
The 6-6, 221-pound Mooreis as talented as almost any 
player in the country, but academics kept him from 
getting a slew of offers. If he qualifies academically, 
he'll play right away. 


» DEVINLAUDERDALE, WR 
The 5-10, 167-pound wideout is dangerous in space and 
isalso one of the better kick retumers in the country. 


» CODY HAYES, OT 
The 6-5, 265-pound lineman was discovered after 
attending a satellite camp and could turn out tobe 
asteal. 

» BAYLEN BROWN, 6 
The 6-4, 280-pounder is a superb run blocker and plays 
withanasty disposition. 


» DAVIS WEBB, 0B 
Webb (6-4, 195) enrolled early to go through spring 
ball and has already impressed the coaches in 
Lubbock, 
— Brian Perroni 


GRANT; SUE OGROCKI / AP 


RICHARDSON: MATTHEW PUTNEY / AP 


CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Sam Richardson (6-2, 205, So.) 
RB James White (5-8, 192, Sr.) 
LT Jacob Gannon (6-7, 300, Jr.) 
LG Shaban Dika (6-5, 322, Jr.) 
C Tom Farniok (6-4, 287, Jr.) 
RG Ethan Tuftee (6-4, 314, Sr.) 
RT KyleLuchtenberg (6-6, 296, Sr.) 
TE Ernst Brun (6-3, 251, Sr.) 
WR Tad Ecby (6-0, 195, So.) 
WR Jarvis West (5-7, 174, Jr.) 
WR Quenton Bundrage (6-2, 189, So.) 


DE Willie Scott (6-2, 224, Sr.) 

DT Collin Bevins (6-5, 277, Fr.) 

NG Brandon Jensen (6-5, 301, Jr.) 

DE Cory Morrissey (6-4, 249 Jr.) 
SLB Jared Brackens (6-1, 210, Jr.) 
MLB Jeremiah George (5-Il, 219, Sr.) 
WLB Jevohn Miller (6-1, 240, Jr.) 

CB Kenneth Lynn (5-10, 165, So.) 

CB Sam Richardson (5-7, 182, So.) 

FS Jacques Washington (6-1, 220, Sr.) 

SS Deon Broomfield (6-0, 206, Sr.) 


PECIALISTS 
K Edwin Arceo (5-9, 196, Sr.) 
P Kirby Van Der Kamp (6-4, 211, Sr.) 


Ty aparonts 
-L > JAKECAMPOS, OT 
The6-7,255-pound U.S. Army All-Americanwasa 
longtime Missouri commitment before the Cyclones 
stepped in and kept Campos in his home state. 


2 » RODNEY COE, DE 
The 6-3,275-poundjunior-college prospect was ahigh 
school running back. HewasaU.S. Army All-American at the 
prep level before signing with lowa originally. 


= » AARON WIMBERLY, RB 
lowa State held off alate surge from TCU to earn the 
signature of the 5-11, 180-pound juco prospect. 


4 » EMMANUEL BIBBS, TE 

Anearly enrollee, the 6-3, 245-pound juco transfer has 
achance to make an early impact at the team’s biggest 
position of need. 

S > ALTON MEEKS,LB 

He graduated high school early to participate in spring 
ball forthe Cyclones. At 6-3, 220, hehas the body of an 
NFL player. 


— Brian Perroni 


Iowa State is an enigma. Bowl games in three of coach Paul Rhoads’ 
four seasons. Victories over ranked or high-profile foes annually. Last 
year, Iowa State knocked off an undefeated TCU team in Fort Worth, 
and the Cyclones have won two straight against archrival Iowa. 

Yet the they can’t seem to break through. They haven’t hada 
winning conference record under Rhoads. Part of that inconsistency 
can be attributed to the quarterback position. But for the first time 
since 2010, Iowa State went into a spring knowing who its starter 
would be. 


Sam Richardson didn’t get a start until late last season, but in his 
debut, he threw four touchdown passes at Kansas. The next week, he 
added three scoring strikes against West Virginia and didn’t throw an 
interception in either game. Plus, if the running backs play in the fall 
like they did in the spring, Richardson won’t have to do it all. James 
White returns as the starter, and Shontrelle Johnson, who missed all 
but four games last season after knee surgery, should be back as well. 
Tight end Ernst Brun, who had 26 receptions for 330 yards and six 
touchdowns last season, will be a key target for Richardson. 


Iowa State may have had its best defense under Rhoads last season, 
but linebackers A.J. Klein and Jake Knott are gone. Jared Brackens, 
who is moving from safety, and Jevohn Miller are the replacements; 
they’ll line up alongside returning starter Jeremiah George. End Willie 
Scott is the only returning starting lineman, but Rhoads believes his 
front seven will be in good shape. “This is the first time that I watched 
us go through a pursuit drill and felt that we have 11 guys moving like 
a Division I defense should move,” Rhoads said during the spring. 

Three returning starters give Iowa State one of the Big 12’s most 
experienced secondaries. 

On special teams, punter Kirby Van Der Kamp ranks among the 
nation’s best, but the unit must 
improve the kickoff return, which 
averaged a conference-low 19.4 
yards per runback last season. 


IMPAGT PLAYER 
| Sam Richardson,QB / /@ 


Richardson was stunningly 
T= good inhis starting debut against 


SOTTOM LINE K tact th 
Look for the Cyclones to land ansas last season, and now the 


quarterback position in Ames has 


in another bowl, but they have 
their work cut out for them with 
five league road games. Iowa State 
must find a way to win one or two 
to be part of the race. 


stability for the first time in years. 
If he can take the next step, lowa 
State could break from its string 
of six- and seven-loss seasons and 
climb into the upper division. 


2013 SCHEDULE 
DATE OPPONENT 
A.3) Northern lowa 
lowa 
Q@TULSA 
Texas 
TEXAS TECH 

@BAYLOR 

Oklahoma State 

@KANSAS STATE 

TCU 

@OKLAHOMA 

3 Kansas 
N.29 @WEST VIRGINIA 


COACH 


Dar! Rhnz 
Paul Rhoads 


Fifth year (24-27) 
Career record: 24-27 


Offensive coordinator: 
Courtney Messingham (second year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Wally Burnham (fifth year) 


FAST FACTS 


2012 RECORD: 6-7 

Lost to Tulsa in the 

Liberty Bowl, 31-17 

Stadium: Jack Trice Stadium (55,000) 
Tickets: 888-478-2925 

Site: Ames, lowa 

Online: cyclones.com 

Twitter: @(ycloneATH 
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2013 SCHEDULE 
A.31 William & Mary 
S.7 @OKLAHOMA 
S.14 Georgia State 
S.21 @MARYLAND* 
S.28 Oklahoma State 
0.5 @BAYLOR 
0.19 Texas Tech 
0.26 @KANSAS STATE 
N.2 @TcU 
N.9 Texas 
N.16 @KANSAS 
N.29 lowa State 
“At Baltimore, MD 

COACH 

Dana Holgorsen 

Third year (17-9) 

Career record: |/-9 

Offensive coordinator: 

Shannon Dawson (second year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Keith Patterson (first year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD; 7-6 

Lost to Syracuse in the 

New Era Pinstripe Bowl, 38-14 

Stadium: Milan Puskar Stadium (60,000) 

Tickets: 800-433-2072 

Site: Morgantown, W.Va. 

Online: wvusports.com 

Twitter: @WVUfootball 


Five games into the 2012 season, West Virginia had the Big 12 by 
the tail. In the league opener, Geno Smith passed for eight touchdowns 
to beat Baylor. A week later, the team traveled to Texas and won 
before more than 101,000 fans. At that point, the Mountaineers stood 
undefeated and No. 4 in the nation. 

How quickly it turned. A five-game losing streak, three at 
home, knocked WVU from contention and the national polls. The 
Mountaineers will start over this season with a new quarterback and 
hopes ofa better defense. 


OFFENSE 

After starting at quarterback for three seasons, Geno Smith has passed 
the torch. Paul Millard is a junior who was Smith’s backup the past two 
years, but he never took a snap outside of garbage time. Ford Childress is 
a redshirt freshman starting his second year in the program. A wild card 
could be Chavas Rawlins, a mobile freshman who enrolled in January to 
go through spring drills. 

Whoever gets the job, he'll be working with plenty of new faces. West 
Virginia replaces its center, both guards and three of four wide receivers. 
Gone are playmakers Tavon Austin and Stedman Bailey. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

West Virginia surrendered an average of 43.3 points in Big 12 games 
and 78 plays longer than 20 yards, both league worsts. Keith Patterson 
is the new coordinator, elevated to the position after the bowl game, 
and former coordinator Joe DeForest will work exclusively with special 
teams. Senior tackles Shaq Rowell and Will Clarke will be leaned on to 
lead what the Mountaineers hope is an improved unit. 

Losing Austin changes special teams—and the Mountaineers— 
significantly. He was a touchdown threat every time he camped under 
a kick. The kicking duties likely will go to newcomers. Kicker Josh 
Lambert, who has a strong, accurate leg, sat out last year as a redshirt. 
The Mountaineers signed junior-college transfer Nick O’Toole to battle 
holdover Michael Molinari for 
punting duties. 


IMPAGT PLAYER 


BOTTOM LINE 

The Mountaineers knew there 
would be a learning curve playing 
in the Big 12, but last season’s 
second half was a difficult pill to 
swallow—especially with a franchise 
quarterback like Smith. The growing 
pains will likely continue this year. 


Asasophomore last season, 
Buie led the Mountaineers in rushing 
and was spectacular at times, such 
asina207-yard rushing effort in the 
victory at Texas. And this season, 
with QB Geno Smith gone to the 
NFL, the running game could be the 
key to the offense. 
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5-VEAR RECORD 
» 46-21 


i: ait 


= * 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONAL TITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 

OFFENSE 

QB Paul Millard (6-2, 219, Jr.) 

HB Cody Clad (6-3, 252, So.) 

RB Andrew Buie (5-9, 190, Jr.) 

LT Quinton Spain (6-5, 335, Jr.) 
LG Marquis Lucas (6-4, 312, So.) 
C Pat Eger (6-6, 302, Sr.) 

RG Mark Glowinski (6-5, 305, Jr.) 
RT Curtis Feigt (6-7, 314, Sr.) 

WR Conner Arlia (5-9, 181, Jr.) 

WR Kevin White (6-3, 211, Jr.) 

WR K.J. Myers (6-2, 197, So.) 


DEFENSE 
OT Will Clarke (6-7, 273, Sr.) 
NT Shaq Rowell (6-4, 305, Sr.) 
DE Kyle Rose (6-4, 283, So.) 
LB Wes Tonkery (6-2, 222, Jr.) 
LB Isaiah Bruce (6-1, 231, So.) 
LB Nick Kwiatkoski (6-2, 232, So.) 
LB Dozie Ezemma (6-2, 235, Sr.) 
CB Brodrick Jenkins (5-10, 183, Sr.) 
FS Karl Joseph (5-10, 200, So.) 
S$ DarwinCook (5-11, 203, Sr.) 
CB Nana Kyeremet (5-10, 180, So.) 


K JoshLambert (6-1, 199, Fr.) 
P Michael Molinari (5-11, 204, Jr.) 


2arsrorrs 


‘L > MARIOALFORD, ATH 

The 5-10, 180-pounder was the No. 1] junior-college 
prospect in the country. He could play running back or 
feceiver for the Mountaineers, 


@ » SHELTONGIBSON, WR 
The 5-11, 181-pound four-star prospect from Ohio chose 
West Virginia over the in-state Buckeyes. 


3 » DONTRILLHYMAN, DE 

Ajunior-college transfer, the 6-4, 265-pound Hyman 
arrives in Morgantown with the frame and athleticism 
toplay immediately. 


4 » AL-RASHEED BENTON, LB 
The6-1,233-pound New Jersey native is alarge inside 
linebacker who's a big hitter and strong against therun. 


S » TYLER TEZENO, 0G 

Though slightly undersized at 6-2 and 285 pounds, the 
Texas lineman isathletic enough to possibly move to 
defensive tackle. 


— Brian Perroni 


BUIE: JOHN ALBRIGHT / ICON SMI 


SIMS: SUE OGROCKI / AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 
» 19-42 


7: fr 
Le! 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL WNATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
IFFENSE 

QB Jake Heaps (6-1, 210, Jr.) 

RB James Sims (6-0, 202, Sr.) 

RB Tony Pierson (5-10, 171, Jr.) 

LT Pat Lewandowski (6-5, 287, Jr.) 
LG Ngalu Fusimalohi (6-2, 324, Jr.) 

C Mike Smithburg (6-3, 296, Jr.) 
RG Randall Dent (6-4, 293, Sr.) 

RT Aslam Sterling (6-5, 312, Sr.) 

TE Jimmay Mundine (6-2, 242, Jr.) 
WR Christian Matthews (6-1, 192, Sr.) 
WR Justin McCay (6-2, 213, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Jordan Tavai (6-3, 295, Sr.) 
NT Keon Stowers (6-3, 297, Jr.) 
DE KebaAgostinho (6-2, 277, Sr.) 
LB Chris Martin (6-4, 250, Jr.) 
LB Courtney Amick (6-2, 205, Fr.) 
LB BenHeeney (6-0, 227, Jr.) 
LB Jake Love (6-0, 221, So.) 
CB Dexter McDonald (6-1, 200, Jr.) 
SS_Isahah Johnson (6-1, 210, So.) 
FS Cassius Sendish (6-0, 187, Jr.) 
CB Kevin Short (6-2, 185, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Michael Mesh (5-10, 180, Jr.) 
P Trevor Pardula (6-5, 209, Jr.) 


AL » MARQUEL COMBS, DT 

The 6-3,305-pounder was the No. 3junior-college 
prospect in the country and picked Kansas over offers 
fromvirtually every school in the country. 


@ » CHRISMARTIN, DE 

A former five-star prep prospect, the 6-6, 265-pound 
defensive end spent time at Cal and Florida before 
going the junior-college route. 


= » CASSIUS SENDISH, CB 
At 6-2 and 185 pounds, Sendishis a big corner. The 
junior-college transfer had several other Big 12 offers. 


4 » ANDREW BOLTON, DE 


The 6-3,280-poundjuco transfer was one of two defensive 


linemen Kansas signed out of Hinds Community College. 
He couldend up playing end or tackle. 


SS > MARCUS JENKINS-MOORE, LB 
Yet another juco signee for the Jayhawks, the 6-3, 
210-pound linebacker is solid against the pass andrun. 


— Brian Perroni 


The good news for Kansas it is can’t get much worse. And the sense 
around the program is that Charlie Weis’ team is ready to, if not turn 
the corner, at least come close enough to apply the turn signal. 

“I'd be very disappointed at every position if the bar wasn’t way 
higher,” Weis said just before spring practice opened. 


Va345) 
had I ciN 


The Dayne Crist experiment failed. The one-year transfer from 
Notre Dame wasn’t ready for the Big 12 and lost his quarterbacking 
job to Michael Cummings in the second half of last season. The 
Jayhawks fared no better. This year’s starter is another FBS transfer, 
Jake Heaps. In two years at BYU, Heaps started 16 games, but he was 
replaced midway through the 2011 campaign and transferred after the 
season. Heaps was once ranked the nation’s top pro-style QB prospect 


in high school. 


He will have versatile playmaker Tony Pierson at his disposal. 
Pierson ran for 760 yards last season, but with 1,000-yard rusher 
James Sims set to be the feature back, Pierson is expected to be used as 


a receiver/running back hybrid. 


T4435 er r ” 
Li pri PAb 


This side of the ball was better than the offense last season, but that 


doesn’t mean much. The Jayhawks surrendered 46 TDs last season. 


Only two teams allowed more. 


The top defender, linebacker Ben Heeney, returns, and there are 
some experienced players who will be expected to produce more this 
season. Weis also went deep into the junior-college ranks to find 
defensive talent. The best could be tackle Marquel Combs, identified 
by one scouting service as nation’s top juco prospect, and end Chris 
Martin, both from the California junior colleges. 

Special teams were awful last season. Even chip-shot field goals 
were an adventure. So Weis has done away with the conventional 


special-teams coach and handed 
to each assistant a special-teams 
unit to supervise. 

\OTTOM LINE 


The last conference victory 
for Kansas came in 2010—at 
home against Colorado—a 
streak of 21 games. Ending 
that drought is the first order 
of business for Kansas. Don’t 
expect a whole lot more. 


IMPAGT PLAYER 


Onan otherwise miserable 
team, Sims had an outstanding 
2012 season. He led the Big 12in 
rushing, averaging 112.6 yards 
innine games, and scored nine 
touchdowns. He became the first 
Kansas running back to surpass 
1,000 yards ina season since 2006. 


2013 SCHEDULE 


( iT 
South Dakota 


5.14 GRICE 

S.21 Louisiana Tech 

0.5 Texas Tech 

0.12 @Tcu 
Oklahoma 

0.2 Baylor 

N.2 @TEXAS 

N.9 @OKLAHOMA STATE 

N.16 West Virginia 

N.23 @IOWA STATE 

N.30 Kansas State 

COACH 

Charlie Weis 

Second year (1-11) 

Career record: 36-38 

Defensive coordinator: 

Dave Campo (second year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 1-11 

Stadium: Memorial Stadium (50,071) 

Tickets: 800-34-HAWKS 

Site: Lawrence, Kan. 

Online: kuathletics.com 

Twitter: @KU_Football 


Follow Sporting News on Twitter @sportingnews 89 
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HIG LED UNDE UF CINE 


BOWL PROJECTIONS 


| EAST CAROLINA 


7 MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


9 MARSHALL 


A SOUTHERN MISS 


UAB 


FLORIDA ATLANTIC 


7 FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 


LOUISIANA TECH 


TEXAS-SAN ANTONIO 
ae en 


Four teams out, six teams 
in—and C-USA continues 
to persevere in the ever- 


TREY WATTS, TULSA 


Look for the Pirates and Golden Hurricane to 
battle it out in both teams’ league farewell 


By Eric Bailey Tulsa World 


Conference USA will take on a new look 
in 2013. The 19-year-old league welcomes 
six new schools as the domino effect from 
conference realignment trickles down to 
C-USA. 

New schools from the Sun Belt Conference 
(Florida Atlantic, Florida International, Middle 
Tennessee and North Texas) and the WAC 
(Louisiana Tech and Texas-San Antonio) will 
compete this year. 

Also, this will be the last season in C-USA 
for East Carolina and Tulsa, who are departing 
for the American Athletic Conference 
(formerly Big East). 

“We are excited about the upcoming 
football season,” C-USA commissioner Britton 
Banowsky says. “This should prove to be a 
very competitive campaign that will build on 
existing rivalries as we watch the develop- 
ment of new ones. Our members continue to 
make a significant commitment to the sport 
of football.” 

The upcoming season could have a great 
divide among power teams (Tulsa, East 
Carolina), middle-of-the-pack programs 
(Marshall, Rice, Middle Tennessee) and 
schools in rebuilding mode or still maturing 
(FAU, FIU, UTSA). 

With all the newness comes intrigue about 
the unknown, says Tulsa coach Bill Blanken- 
ship. 

“It is definitely a challenge for us, but also 


East Carolina and Tulsa 

officially have one 
more year before moving on 
to the new American Athletic 


Skip Holtz returns to 

C-USA. this time as 
coach at Louisiana Tech. Holtz 
had success at ECU and left 


brings more excitement when we are seeing 
people we have not seen and go to places we 
have not gone before,” says Blankenship, who 
led Tulsa to a C-USA title in 2012. “It will keep 
things lively. There will be no comfort level.” 

The Golden Hurricane will be heavily 
favored in the West Division, while East 
Carolina's experience will make it the team to 
beat in the East. Pirates coach Ruffin McNeill, 
like Blankenship, is looking forward to change. 

“| have loved the competition week-in and 
week-out,” says McNeill, entering his fourth 
season in Greenville, N.C. “This year will be the 
same. This is a league that has proven itself. It 
has been in bowl games and has been one of 
the most consistent and competitive leagues 
that | have been around.” 

Conference USA has gone 4-1 in bowl 
games during the past two seasons—that's 
the highest winning percentage among all 
leagues, The conference will again have five 


bowl tie-ins following the 2013 regular season. 


While Tulsa and East Carolina look strong 
on paper, C-USA’s new look could be good 
timing for teams like Rice and Marshall, who 
ended the 2012 season on a high. Both will 
look to advance to their first conference title 
game. 

The league will welcome first-year coaches 
at four schools: FIU (Ron Turner), Louisiana 
Tech (Skip Holtz), Southern Miss (Todd 
Monken) and UTEP (Sean Kugler). 


4 Larry Coker wona 
national championship 
at Miami, and finally got back in 


changing college landscape. 
While it's quantity over quality, 
the conference does have a 
nice geographical setup and 
some rising young programs 
(FIU, Middle Tennessee, UTSA). 


Conference (formerly Big 


USA division favorites, 
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East). Both will be Conference 


three years ago to take the 
USF job. Here's what he walks 
into at Louisiana Tech: Only six 
starters are returning. 


the game at Texas-San Antonio, 
The perfect coach for a 
university starved for football. 
Watch how quickly UTSA 
reaches the elite of C-USA. 


WATTS: BUTCH DILL / AP 


MONTANA: BILL HABER / AP; MCHARGUE: CHARLIE RIEDEL / AP 


RATING CONFERENCE USA 

> BEST PASSING 08 

Rakeem Cato, Marshall 

Reigning league MVP led the nation's top passing 
attack last year. 

> BEST RUNNING OB 

Taylor McHargue, Rice 

Balances a nice passing touch with a ground game 
that resulted in 667 yards and II touchdowns last 
season. 

» MOST ELUSIVE RB 

Kennath Dixon, Louisiana Tech 

Dixon wowed fans by rushing for an NCAA-best 27 
touchdowns in his freshman season. 

» BEST INSTINCTS 

Tray Watts. 8. Tulsa 

Watts’ punt return for a score in C-USA title game 
against UCF came after a little-known rule that he 
was well aware af. 

» BEST ATHLETE 

dustin Hardy. WR, East Carolina 

Star wide receiver uses his speed and quickness ta 
baffle opposing secondaries. 

» BEST UNDER PRESSURE 

Cairo Santos, X. Tulane 

Former soccer player is even-keeled when he takes 
the field. where he made all 21 of his field-goal 
attempts last year, including a 57-yarder. 

» TOP NFL PROSPECT 

Ryan Grant. Wf. Tulane 

Speedster has a knack for getting open and making 
big-time catches. 

» TOP IMPACT FROSH 

Angelo Jean-Louis, WR, Marshall 

One-time Miami commitment spent a season at prep 
school before signing with the Herd. 

» HARDEST HITTER 

Shawn Jackson, (8, Tulsa 

Linebacker is deceptively fast and has racked up |8 
career sacks at Tulsa. 

» BEST PASS RUSHER 

Darrell Johnson. JE. East Carolina 

The four-year starter will keep plenty of quarter- 
backs’ heads on a swivel. 

» BEST INTERVIEW 

Larry Coker. TSA 

Need a quote? Just ask a question. Plus, the 
veteran coach has plenty of stories from years of 
experience—especially his seasons at the head of 
the Miami program. 

» BEST GAME-DAY COACH 

Bill Blankenship. Tulsa 

Doesn't get fazed by emotions and makes solid 
in-game adjustments. 

» BEST RECRUITER 

Steve Buckley, Southern Miss 

Aholdover from the previous staff under Larry 
Fedora, he used his contacts to land plenty of talent 
in Todd Monken's first full recruiting class. 

» MOST INTIMIDATING STADIUM 
Dowdy-Ficklen Stadium. East Carolina 

When Purple Haze begins playing to rile up the fans, 
opponents cannot help but notice. 


RECRUITING ROUNDUP by Brian McLaughlin 


1» MARSHALL The Thundering Herd did 
well fora non-BCS program, pulling in three 
prep school players many programs coveted. 
Fourteen high school prospects came from 
Florida and Georgia. 

2» EASTCAROLINA Quarterback Kurt 


Green Wave is transfer QB Nick Montana, 
the son of Joe Montana and a former 
University of Washington signee. 

8 > LOUISIANA TECH The Bulldogs 
signed the largest contingent of junior- 
college players in the conference, and they 


Benkert was the biggest pickup for the 
Pirates, who did well overall. 

3» TULSA The Golden Hurricane signed a 
balanced class, with the offensive line being 
the backbone. 

4 » SOUTHERN MISS The Golden Eagles 
always seem to be able to attract speed, and this year 
was no exception. Defensive back Trae Collins and 
wideout Branton Lee are burners. 

5 » MIDDLE TENNESSEE Cornerback Shon Akins 
is a keeper; Cal and Purdue knew it too, because they 
offered him. He's an example of what this program can 


bring in. 


6 » RICE Only twoof the 19 recruits were from 
outside Texas, so the Owls didn’t have to go far to mine 
their talent. Overall, this class is very balanced. 

7 » TULANE The most intriguing pickup for the 


added good talent at receiver. 

3S > TEXAS-SAN ANTONIO The 
Roadrunners signed several juco prospects, 
including DB Tevin Broussard. 

10 > FLORIDA ATLANTIC The Owls 
mined lots of in-state talent, especially in 
north Florida. 

11 » UAB The Blazers added speed and also landed 
in-state safety T.J. McCollum, who held SEC offers. 
12 » UTEP The Miners went heavier on offense, 
bringing in QBs Mack Leftwich and Ryan Metz. 

13 » FLORIDAINTERNATIONAL The Panthers 
landed four in-state DBs who can become stars. 

14» NORTH TEXAS The Mean Green had asmall 
class but signed a large contingent of offensive linemen. 


ALL-CONFERENCE USA 
OFFENSE 


QB 
RB 
RB 
OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
WR 
WR 
WR 


DEFENSE 


DE 
DT 
DT 
DE 
LB 
LB 
LB 
CE 
CB 


SPECIALISTS 


K 
p 


Rakeem Cato, Jr. Marshall 
Kenneth Dixon, Sopti,. Louisiana Tech 
Tray Watts, Sr, Tulsa 

Will Simmons, Sr, fast Larolina 
dake Alexander, Jr, Tulsa 

Alex Schooler, §,, Marshall 
Stetson Burnatt, Sr. lulsa 

Chris Jasperse, Jr. Marshall 
Tommy Shuler, Jr.. Marshall 

Justin Hardy, Jr. fast Carolina 


Ryan Grant, Sr., Tulane 


MCHARGUE 


ASGENDING 


~, RICE 
mn » The Owls return a large 
amount of players froma 


squad that ended the 2012 campaign 
with five consecutive victories and 
could be competing for its first confer- 
ence championship since 1994. 


DESCENDING 


LOUISIANA TECH 

» The Bulldogs were snubbed 

out of a bow! bid after fin- 
ishing 9-3 last season. With 31 seniors 
gone and a new coaching staff, it'll be 
difficult for Tech to maintain that high 
level of play. 


Horace Miller, Sr., UTEP 

Hosam Shahin, Sr, Rice 
Shakail Lucas, Sr., Louisiana Tech 
1K Enemkpaili, Sr,, Louisiana Tech 
Zach Orr, Sr., North Texas 
Camaran Nwosu, Sr. ftice 
Shawn Jackson, Sr., Tulsa 
Phillip Gaines, Sr. Rice 


Deron Wilson, Sr., Southern Miss 


Kavin Byard, Soph., Middle Tennessee 


Darion Monroe, Soph., Tulane 


Cairo Santas, Sr., Tulane 


Hunter Mullins, Jr. UAB 


Daily coverage at sportingnews.com/ncaa-football 0] 


PIRATES 
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2013 SCHEDULE 

DATE OPPONENT 
A.31 Old Dominion 
S.5 Florida Atlantic 
S.14 Virginia Tech 
S.28 @NORTH CAROLINA 
0.5 @MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE 
0.12 @TULANE 
0.19 Southern Miss 
N.2 @FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
N.9 Tulsa 
N.16 UAB 
N.23 @NORTH CAROLINA STATE 
N.30 @MARSHALL 

COACH 


Ruffin McNeill 
Fourth year (19-19) 
Career record: 20-19 


Offensive coordinator: 
Lincoln Riley (fourth year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Rick Smith (first year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 8-5 

Lost to Lovisiana-Lafayette in the 
Rel Carriers New Orleans Bowl, 43-34 
Stadium: Dowdy-Ficklen Stadium 
(50,000) 

Tickets: 252-737-4500 

Site: Greenville, N.C. 

Online: ecupirates.com 

Twitter: @ecupirates 


EAST CAROLINA : 


mi 


ATAVIOUSEC 
2 


East Carolina, on paper, may be the odds-on favorite to hoist the 
Conference USA championship. The Pirates have the second-highest 
number of players with starts among FBS programs this season. 
Coach Ruffin MeNeill’s club carries over eight starters on both sides 
of the ball from a team that won five of its final seven games in 2012. 
The Pirates most important pickup during the offseason may be 
defensive coordinator Rick Smith, who spent the past three years 
as South Florida’s secondary coach. Smith will need to improve an 
ECU unit that has never finished higher than 87th in scoring defense 
during McNeill’s three years in Greenville, N.C. 


OFFENSE 

East Carolina returns quarterback Shane Carden, running back 
Vintavious Cooper and wide receiver Justin Hardy, a trio that should 
give C-USA opponents nightmares much of the season. Carden 
won the starting job early in the 2012 regular season and finished 
with 3,116 passing yards and 23 touchdowns. Cooper was C-USA’s 
Newcomer of the Year in 2012 after rushing for 1,048 yards with 
seven touchdowns. Hardy is the team’s top playmaker. The all- 
conference wideout had 88 catches for 1,105 yards and 11 touchdowns 
last season, including five 100-plus-yard receiving games. The 
offensive line, with four returnees, will be anchored by guard Will 
Simmons, an NFL prospect. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

Smith will have work to do coordinating this unit, particularly a 
secondary that was one of the most porous in the nation. The Pirates 
gave up 28 touchdown passes and ranked 106th in pass defense. 
Free safety Damon Magazu will be the catalyst in the defensive 
backfield. The senior ranked third in tackles last season with 80 stops 
and also added an interception. Others to watch in the secondary 
are cornerback Adonis Armstrong (43 tackles) and strong safety 
Chip Thompson. Junior linebacker Jeremy Grove, a former C-USA 
Freshman of the Year, led the Pirates with 83 stops last season. 
Punter Trent Tignor was an 
all-conference honoree after 
averaging 42.8 yards per attempt 
last season. 


IMPACT PLAYER 
Vineavi 7 
Cooper, the league’s reigning 

Newcomer of the Year, has set 
himself up for a breakout season. 


BOTTOM LINE 

If Smith can improve the 
defense, ECU will havea 
chance to win some big games 
this season, including against 
nonconference foes North 
Carolina, N.C. State and 
Virginia Tech. 


He played in all 13 games in 2012, 
starting the final eight. Last 
season, the senior became the 
first ECU running back with three 
consecutive 100-yard rushing 
games since 2003. He ended with 
1,049 yards on 200 carries. 
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5-YEAR RECORD 
» 37-29 


eo * 
CONFERENCE TITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
QB Shane Carden (6-2, 218, Jr.) 
RB Vintavious Cooper (5-9, 200, Sr.) 
LT Isaac Harris (6-7, 304, So.) 
LG Jordan Davis (6-3, 301, Sr.) 
C Taylor Hudson (6-5, 300, Jr.) 
RG Will Simmons (6-5, 341, Sr.) 
RT AdhemElsawi (6-5, 312, Sr.) 
WR Reese Wiggins (5-11, 186, Sr.) 
WR Danny Webster (5-10, 177, Jr.) 
WR Justin Hardy (6-0, 185, Jr.) 
WR Lance Ray (6-2, 210, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Lee Pegues (6-2, 287, Sr.) 
NT Terry Williams (6-1, 327, Jr.) 
DE Terrell Stanley (6-2, 266, So.) 
LB Derrell Johnson (6-2, 261, Sr.) 
LB Kyle Tudor (6-3, 242, Sr.) 
LB Jeremy Grove (6-1, 240, Jr.) 
LB Gabriel Woullard (6-3, 227, Sr.) 
CB Adonis Armstrong (5-10, 181, Sr.) 
CB Joshua Hawkins (5-10, 179, So.) 
S Chip Thompson (6-0, 210, Sr.) 
S Damon Magazu (5-11, 203, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K WarrenHarvey (5-11, 225, Jr.) 
P Trent Tignor (6-5, 208, Sr.) 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


Paysronrs 


‘L » DEVARIS BRUNSON, OLB 

The 6-0, 200-pounder chose the Pirates over North 
Carolina State, He is undersized but incredibly quick and 
could play early, 


@ » TRISTAN MUMFORD, ILB 

The 6-1, 220-pound prospect was a big in-state grab. 
Mumford was able to go through spring ball with the 
programas well. 


3 » DEMETRIMCGILL, DT 

The 6-2, 295-pound Virginian brings good size to the 
interior line, He had several other FBS offers, including 
ones from Cincinnati and Connecticut. 


4 » KURTBENKERT, 0B 

East Carolina went to southwest Florida to grab the 6-3, 
200-pound signal-caller. He was an early enrollee who 
was able to go through spring ballin Greenville. 


S » BRANDON SMITH, OT 

Another early enrollee, the 6-8, 300-pound North 
Carolinian brings a huge frame and good athleticism 
tohis position. 


—Brian Perroni 


COOPER: BUTCH DILL / AP 
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2013 SCHEDULE 
A.29 Western Carolina 
$7 @NORTH CAROLINA 
S.14 Memphis 
S.21 @FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
§.27 @BYU 
0.5 East Carolina 
0.12 @NORTH TEXAS 
0.24 Marshall 
N.2 @UAB 
N.9 Florida International 
N.23 @SOUTHERN MISS 
N.30 UTEP 
COACH 
Rick Stockstill 
Eighth year (43-44) 
Career record: 43-44 
Offensive coordinator: 
Buster Faulkner (second year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Steve Ellis (third year), 
Tyrone Nix (second year) 
FAST FACTS 
2012 RECORD: 8-4 
Stadium: Johnny “Red” Floyd Stadium 
(30,788) 
Tickets: 888-YES-MTSU 
Site: Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
Online: goblueraiders.com 
Twitter: @MTAthletics 
PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Logan Kilgore (6-3, 20), Sr.) 
RB Jordan Parker (6-1, 220, So.) 
LT Darius Johnson (6-3, 293, So.) 
LG Josh Walker (6-5, 323, Sr.) 

C Nick Nunez (6-4, 292, Jr.) 

RG Jadareius Hamlin (6-2, 284, Sr.) 
RT Isaiah Anderson (6-4, 268, Jr.) 
WR Christian Collis (6-0, 208, So.) 
WR Kyle Griswould (5-10, 197, Sr.) 
WR Tavarres Jefferson (5-9, 206, Sr.) 
WR Marcus Henry (6-0, 182, Jr) 


DEFENSE 
LE Shubert Bastien (6-5, 243, Jr.) 
LT Patrick McNeil (6-1, 309, Jr.) 
RT Jimmy Staten (6-4, 301, Sr.) 
RE Jiajuan Fennell (6-3, 260, Jr.) 
LB Ykeem Wells (6-0, 236, So.) 
LB Roderic Blunt (6-0, 223, Sr.) 
LB TT. Barber (6-1, 215, So.) 
CB Kenneth Gilstrap (5-9, 183, Sr.) 
CB Sammy Seamster (6-1, 199, Sr.) 
S David Jones (5-11, 200, Sr.) 
S Kevin Byard (5-ll, 216, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K = Zachary Lopez (5-11, 192, So.) 
P Josh Davis (5-10, 217, Sr.) 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


Logan Kilgore will complete 
his career as one of Middle 
Tennessee’s most prolific 
quarterbacks. The senior 
enters 2013 ranking in the 
top five of nearly every career 
passing statistic at the school. 
Kilgore, coming off back-to-back 
2,000-yard passing seasons, 
has weapons at wide receiver in 
Christian Collis, Kyle Griswould, 
Marcus Henry and Tavarres 
Jefferson. An experienced offense 
line, which returns four starters, 
is anchored by guard Josh 
Walker, a senior with 21 starts. 
Running back Jordan Parker 
(851 yards) set the Blue Raiders’ 
freshman rushing record last 
season, with 517 coming in his 
last four games. 

Defensively, Roderic Blunt 
is coming offa career season 
(75 tackles) for the Blue Raiders 
and much is expected from the 
middle linebacker in 2013. Blunt 
will be joined by Ykeem Wells, 
whose athleticism is his biggest 
asset. Another linebacker, Craig 
Allen, who suffered a neck injury 
against Troy late last year, will 
look to join them if he’s healthy. 
Middle Tennessee’s foundation 
on the line will be senior Jimmy 
Staten, a tackle that coach Rick 
Stockstill says sets the tone for the 
entire unit. 

The secondary will try to cut 
down on big plays this season 
after being burned at times in 
2013. Look for senior Kenneth 
Gilstrap, the team’s most 
experienced cornerback, to be 
critical to the unit’s success. Free 
safety David Jones is another 
player the MTSU coaches have 
counted on during his career. 
Strong safety Kevin Byard had an 
outstanding freshman campaign 
with 74 tackles and a team-high 
four interceptions last season. 

The Blue Raiders were robbed 
of a bowl bid last year after an 
8-4 regular season that included 
victories in four of their last five 
contests. Look for the team to 
feed off of that snub after turning 
around a 2-10 campaign in 2011. 


_— 


2013 SCHEDULE 

A331 Miami (OH) 
S.7 Gardner-Webb 
S.14 @OHIO 
S.21 @VIRGINIA TECH 
0.5 UTSA 
0.12 (FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
0.24 @MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE 
N.2 Southern Miss 
NO UAB 
N14 @TULSA 
N.23 @FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
N.30 East Carolina 

COACH 

Doc Holliday 

Fourth year (17-20) 

Career hoe! 17-20 

Offensive coordinator: 

Bill Legg (fourth year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Chuck Heater (first year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 5-7 

Stadium: Joan C. Edwards Stadium 

(38,016) 

Tickets; 800-THE-HERD 

Site: Huntington, W.Va. 

Online: herdzone.com 

Twitter: @HerdZone 
PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Rakeem Cato (6-0, 182, Jr) 
RB Remi Watson (5-10, 202, So.) 
LT Jordan Jeffries (6-8, 313, Sr.) 
LG Alex Schooler (6-6, 303, Sr.) 
C Chris Jasperse (6-4, 283, Jr.) 
RG Josh Lovell (6-6, 305, Jr.) 
RT Garrett Scott (6-5, 310, Sr.) 
TE Gator Hoskins (6-2, 240, Sr.) 
WR Craig Wilkins (6-1, 176, Jr.) 
WR Demetrius Evans (5-11, 194, Sr.) 
WR Tommy Shuler (5-8, 187, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Jeremiah Taylor (6-4, 259, Sr.) 
NT Brandon Sparrow (6-3, 289, Sr.) 
DT Steve Dillon (6-3, 266, So.) 
DE Alex Bazzie (6-2, 225, Sr.) 
LB Derek Mitchell (6-1, 196, Sr.) 
LB Jermaine Holmes (5-11, 245, Jr.) 
LB Billy Mitchell (6-3, 238, Sr.) 
CB Derrick Thomas (6-0, 181, Sr.) 
CB Keith Baxter (5-11, 190, Jr.) 
FS TajLetman (6-3, 183, So.) 
SS DJ. Hunter (6-0, 207, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Justin Haig (5-8, 180, Jr.) 
P Tyler Williams (6-0, 195, So.) 


MARSHALL 


b THUNDERING HERD | 


Junior Rakeem Cato is etching 
his name onto a prolific list of 
Marshall quarterbacks. The 
reigning Conference USA MVP 
threw for 4,201 yards and 37 
touchdowns last season. His big- 
play ability was especially evident 
in the Herd’s last six games when 
he connected on passes of 40 
yards or more in each contest 
while directing the nation’s top 
passing offense. 

Returning wide receiver Tommy 
Shuler was his top target, making 
a single-season school record 110 
catches for 1,138 yards. Tight end 
Gator Hoskins (35 catches, 374 
yards, 10 TDs) is also back. 

In the backfield, leading 
rushers Kevin Grooms (737 
yards), Steward Butler (500) 
and Remi Watson (380), return. 
The offensive line has lots of 
experience, with four seniors and 
four fourth-year juniors. 

The Thundering Herd is hopeful 
new defensive coordinator Chuck 
Heater will improve a unit that 
gave up oodles of points last season. 
Marshall allowed an average of 43.1 
points per game, which was next to 
last in the country. While the Herd 
also gave up 203.1 rushing yards 
per game, boosting the secondary is 
another big need. 

The Herd allowed 30 
touchdown passes last season, so 
the cornerbacks have to improve. 
The leader of the defense may 
be free safety D.J. Hunter. The 
sophomore has moved to the 
secondary from his linebacker 
spot, where he registered 102 
tackles last season (second-highest 
total on the team). 

Coach Doc Holliday should 
have one of the nation’s top 
offenses this season, but will the 
defense reach a higher level? 

The Herd is still looking to be a 
force in Conference USA and, with 
realignment and a weakened East 
Division, there are opportunities 
this fall. 

The key will be to win league 
home games (including a visit 
from division favorite ECU) and 
steal some on the road. 
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The Golden Eagles will search 
fora new quarterback under 
first-year coach Todd Monken. 
Redshirt freshman Kyle Sloter 
could get the first look in Monken’s 
spread attack. Joining the new 
quarterback in the backfield will be 
three of the team’s top five rushers 
in 2012, including sophomore Jalen 
Richard, who registered 426 yards 
and four scores on the ground last 
year. Three of the top four wide 
receivers return—Dominique 
Sullivan (331 receiving yards), 
Justin Sims (294) and Francisco 
Llanos (226). 

Look for the passing attack 
to improve under Monken, 
who oversaw a potent attack 
as Oklahoma State’s offensive 
coordinator. Southern Miss had 
only nine touchdown passes in 
2012. The Golden Eagles also must 
revamp their offensive line, where 
only one starter returns, 

Southern Miss has traditionally 
been a defensive powerhouse, 
but the team couldn't stop the 
run last year and allowed 37.8 
points per game during a winless 
campaign. Monken has turned 
to David Duggan as his defensive 
coordinator. Duggan was at 
Southern Miss between 2008-11 
after spending one season at North 
Carolina. He is bringing back an 
aggressive 4-3 attack. 

Senior Alan Howze is the team’s 
leading returning tackler with 66 
stops, while fellow linebackers 
Dylan Reda (55 tackles) and Jerrion 
Johnson (33) will provide support. 
The secondary will be led by senior 
cornerback Deron Wilson, who 
had 61 tackles and one of the team’s 
five interceptions last season. 

Southern Miss went from 12-2 
anda C-USA championship in 2011 
to an O-12 campaign under coach 
Ellis Johnson, who lasted just one 
season. Monken is the third USM 
head coach out of the last four 
whose previous job was Oklahoma 
State's offensive coordinator. The 
other two (Jeff Bower and Larry 
Fedora) won at least one league 
championship during their tenure 
in Hattiesburg. 


SOUTHERN MISS 
GOOENEAGES 


2013 SCHEDULE 

Aal Texas State 
57 @NEBRASKA 
5.14 @ARKANSAS 
5.28 @BOISE STATE 
05 Florida International 
0.19 @EAST CAROLINA 
0.26 North Texas 
N2 @MARSHALL 
Na @LOUISIANA TECH 
N16 Florida Atlantic 
N23 Middle Tennessee State 
N30 @UAB 

COACH 

Todd Monken 

First year 

Offensive coordinator: 

Marcus Arroyo (first year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

David Duggan (first year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 0-12 


Stadium: M.M. Roberts Stadium (36,000) 
Tickets: 601-266-5418 

Site: Hattiesburg, Miss. 

Online: southernmiss.com 

Twitter: QUSMGoldenEagles 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB Kyle Sloter (6-4, 213, Fr.) 
RB Jalen Richard (5-8, 205, So.) 
LT Rashod Hill (6-6, 285, So.) 
LG Garrett Clark (6-3, 280, So.) 
C Jordan Greene (6-3, 265, So.) 
RG EdPreston (6-3, 309, Sr.) 
RT Cedric Chisolm (6-4, 278, Jr.) 
WR Dominique Sullivan (6-3, 201, Sr.) 
WR Chris Briggs (6-5, 214, Jr.) 
WR Justin Sims ( 5-7, 165, Sr.) 
WR Francisco Llanos (5-8, 169, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Octavius Thomas (6-3, 230, Sr.) 
NT Rakeem Nunez-Roches (6-2, 290, Jr.) 
DT Khyri Thornton (6-3, 308, Sr.) 
DE Michael Smith (6-2, 262, So.) 
LB Jerrion Johnson (6-0, 205, Sr.) 
LB DylanReda (6-1, 230, Sr.) 
LB Alan Howze (6-3, 227, Sr.) 
CB Deron Wilson (5-10, 181, Sr.) 
CB Kalan Reed (5-11, 198, So.) 
S$ Jacorius Cotton (5-11, 195, Sr.) 
S Emmanuel Johnson (5-H, 181, Jr) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Corey Acosta (6-0, 185, Jr.) 
P Matthew Moseley (5-10, 159, So.) 
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Quarterback Austin Brown 
was named to the Conference 
USA All-Freshman Team after 
throwing for 2,673 yards and 15 
scores last season. He had eight 
starts in 2012, with his first 
outing producing a 337-yard, 
three-touchdown performance 
against eventual league champion 
Tulsa. Brown will have running 
back Darrin Reaves joining him 
in the backfield. Reaves was a 
first-team All-CUSA running 
back after rushing for 1,037 yards 
and 13 touchdowns. Wide receiver 
Jackie Williams recorded 52 
receptions for 799 yards, which led 
the team. Williams has caught a 
pass in 35 consecutive games, the 
nation’s longest active streak. The 
Blazers return three starters on an 
offensive line that gave up the most 
sacks in C-USA last year. 

The Blazers need to come up 
with more turnovers—they forced 
only six interceptions against the 
pass-happy offenses in C-USA on 
the way to giving up 37.5 points 
per game (111th in the nation) last 
season. Safety Calvin Jones started 
nine games in 2012 and registered 
71 tackles, the most among UAB’s 
returning starters. 

Two more players in the 
defensive backfield—Jake Ganus 
(63 tackles) and Lamarcus Farmer 
(50)—will also play big roles. 

Senior Patrick Bastien, 
considered one of the Blazers’ 
most aggressive players, leads the 
linebackers. End Connor Boyett 
and tackle Deric Scott will anchor 
things up front on the line. 

Ty Long is one of the nation’s top 
kickers and a potent weapon for the 
Blazers. The junior made 14 of 17 
field goals last year, with his misses 
coming from 47, 52 and 56 yards. 

Second-year coach Garrick 
McGee's team should benefit from 
astrength-of-schedule standpoint 
in C-USA play this year since they 
add games against new members 
FAU, FIU and UTSA. The Blazers 
should be favored in those, which 
could build a foundation for their 
first winning league campaign 
since 2004, 


BLAZERS i 


2013 SCHEDULE 

Al @TROY 
S7 @LSU 
S.21 Northwestern State 
5.28 @VANDERBILT 
0.5 Florida Atlantic 
0.12 @FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
0.26 QUTSA 
N.2 Middle Tennessee State 
NO @MARSHALL 
N.16 @EAST CAROLINA 
N.23 Rice 
N.30 Southern Miss 

COACH 

Garrick McGee 

Second year (3-9) 

Career record: 3-9 

Offensive coordinator: 

Jeff Brohm (second year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Reggie Johnson (second year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 3-8 

Stadium: Legion Field (80,601) 

Tickets: 205-975-8221 

Site: Birmingham, Ala. 

Online: vabsports.com 

Twitter: @UABathletics 
PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Austin Brown (6-1, 208, So.) 
RB Darrin Reaves (5-10, 210, Jr.) 
OT Kaycee lke (6-5, 293, Sr.) 
OG Cameron Blankenship (6-4, 305, So.) 
C_ Brian O'Leary (6-2, 290, Jr.) 
0G Billy Autrey (6-2, 290, Sr.) 
OT Victor Salako (6-6, 315, Fr.) 
TE Kennard Backman (6-3, 258, Jr.) 
WR Jamarcus Nelson (5-11, 160, Jr.) 
WR Dequindre Adams (5-10, 190, So.) 
WR Jackie Williams (5-11, 190, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 


DE Connor Boyett (6-5, 267, Sr.) 
DT Jontavious Morris (6-2, 295, So.) 
OT Deric Scott (6-3, 285, Sr.) 
DE Chris Rabb (5-10, 220, So.) 
LB Derek Slaughter (5-11, 195, So.) 
LB Patrick Bastien (6-3, 227, Sr.) 
LB Shaq Jones (6-3, 200, So.) 
CB Vashon Landers (6-1, 175, So.) 
CB Kelton Brackett (5-11, 186, So.) 
S Calvin Jones (5-10, 187, Sr.) 
S Jake Ganus (6-2, 200, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K TyLong (6-2, 188, Jr.) 
P Hunter Mullins (6-3, 195, Jr.) 


B 


2013 SCHEDULE 

A.30 @MIAMI (FL) 
S.5 @EAST CAROLINA 
S14 @SOUTH FLORIDA 
S.21 Middle Tennessee State 
S.28 @RICE 
0.5 QUAB 
0.12 Marshall 
0.26 @AUBURN 
N.2 Tulane 
N.16 @SOUTHERN MISS 
N.23 New Mexico State 
N.29 Florida International 
COACH 

Carl Pelini 

Second year (3-9) 

Career record: 3-9 

Offensive coordinator: 

Brian Wright (second year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Pete Rekstis (second year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 3-9 


Stadium: Geo Group Stadium (29,419) 


Tickets: 866-FAU-OWLS 
Site: Boca Raton, Fla. 
Online: fausports,com 
Twitter: @faufootball 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB Stephen Curtis (6-3, 225, Jr.) 


RB Jonathan Wallace (6-1, 210, Sr.) 
LT DeAndre Williams (6-5, 290, Sr.) 


LG Stern Vile (6-5, 335, Sr.) 


C Mustafa Johnson (6-3, 295, Jr.) 


RG Mike Marsaille (6-5, 300, So.) 
RT Braden Lyons (6-5, 295, Jr.) 

TE Nexon Dorvilus (6-4, 230, Sr.) 
WR Jenson Stoshak (6-1, 176, So.) 


WR Daniel McKinney (6-0, 205, Sr.) 


WR William Dukes Jr. (6-4, 190, Jr. 


DEFENSE 

DE Andrew Stryffeler (6-5, 260, Si 
DT Kayvon Sherrill (6-3, 279, Sr.) 
DT TrevonColey (6-2, 225, So.) 
DE CoryHenry (6-3, 238, Sr.) 
LB AdariusGlanton (6-1, 215, Sr.) 
LB Andrae Kirk (6-2, 235, Jr.) 


LB Randell Johnson (6-4, 230, Sr. 


CB Keith Reaser (6-0, 190, Sr.) 
CB D'Joun Smith (5-11, 175, Jr.) 
SS Winfred Strickland (6-0,185, S 


) 


r.) 


) 


r.) 


FS Jeremy McKnight (5-10, 180, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Mitch Anderson (5-11, 186, Sr.) 
P Sean Kelly (5-10, 186, So.) 


The Owls hope that seven 
returning offensive starters will 
makea difference during their 
initial season in Conference USA. 
But a new quarterback has to 
be discovered as FAU turns toa 
spread attack. Stephen Curtis, last 
season's opening-game starter, 
threw only 10 passes last fall and 
will get a strong look. He'll receive 
competition for the job from junior- 
college transfer Melvin German. 

The new QB will have some 
talented wide receivers to throw to 
in William Dukes (63 catches, 979 
yards) and Daniel McKinney (48, 
497). Dukes is coming off a second- 
team All-Sun Belt season that 
included a 204-yard performance 
against Louisiana-Lafayette. 

Tight end Nexon Dorvilus had 
five scoring receptions last year. 
Running back Jonathan Wallace 
will pace the ground game after 
rushing for a team-high 673 yards 
last year. The Owls must replace 
three graduated starters on the 
offensive line. 

Second-year FAU head coach 
Carl Pelini’s specialty is defense 
and he spent the offseason focused 
on improving things on that side 
of the ball. Last year, the unit’s 
national ranking improved more 
than 20 spots in scoring defense. 
Pelini is looking for a stronger push 
from his front seven. The Owls 
managed only 12 sacks last season, 
which ranked 116th nationally. 
End Cory Henry did most of the 
damage up front, while Trevon 
Coley had 39 tackles as a true 
freshman at tackle. 

Cornerback D’Joun Smith will 
need to be an impact player in the 
secondary. Big things are expected 
froma linebacking corps—Adarius 
Glanton, Andrae Kirk and Randell 
Johnson—that has combined for 
48 starts. 

This should be a difficult year 
for FAU because of the move to 
Conference USA. The Owls need to 
strengthen themselves up front on 
both sides of the ball for the move 
up in competition from the Sun 
Belt. The Owls play five of their 
first six games on the road. 


€ 


2013 SCHEDULE 
A.31 @MARYLAND 
S7 UCF 
S.14 Bethune-Cookman 
S.21 @LOUISVILLE 
0.5 @SOUTHERN MISS 
0.12 UAB 
0.26 Louisiana Tech 
N.2 East Carolina 
NO (@MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE 
N.16 @UTEP 
N.23 Marshall 
N.29 G@FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
COACH 
Ron Turner 
First year 
Career record: 42-6) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Josh Conklin 
FAST FACTS 
2012 RECORD: 3-9 
Stadium: FIU Stadium (20,000) 
Tickets: 305-FIU-GAME 
Site: Miami 
Online: fiusports.com 
Twitter: @FiUFootball 
PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Jake Medlock (6-3, 220, Jr.) 


RB Kedrick Rhodes (5-11, 200, Sr.) 


LT Aaron Nielsen (6-4, 270, So.) 
LG David Delsoin (6-6, 305, Jr.) 
C Donald Senat (6-2, 285, Jr.) 
RG Delmar Taylor (6-4, 290, Jr.) 
RT Yousif Khoury (6-6, 315, So.) 
TE 


Ya'keem Griner (6-5, 230, So.) 
TE Zach Schaubhut (6-2, 230, Sr.) 


WR Willis Wright (6-1, 200, Sr.) 


WR Glenn Coleman (6-2, 200, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 


DE Giovani Francois (6-1, 250, Jr.) 


DT Greg Hickman (6-2, 280, Sr.) 
Darrian Dyson (6-3, 310, So.) 
Paul Crawford (6-8, 275, Sr.) 
Luis Rosado (6-2, 220, So.) 
Patrick Jean (6-3, 205, So.) 


Sam Miller (5-10, 180, Sr.) 


““SSEE5R9 


Justin Halley (6-2, 195, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Sergio Sroka (5-11, 170, Fr.) 
P_ Chris Ayers (6-0, 170, Fr.) 


Richard Leonard (5-10, 170, Jr.) 
Demarkus Perkins (6-2, 210, Jr.) 


dol INT'L 


Davison Colimon (6-1, 200, So.) 


FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
ans 


b GOLDEN PANTHERS | 


The rebuilding project at FIU 
may rival its first year of football in 
2002. Only three starters return on 
offense, with no linemen included. 
Quarterback Jake Medlock does 
come back. The junior threw for 2,127 
yards and 13 touchdowns with two 
interceptions in only nine games last 
year. 

Running back Kedrick Rhodes 
is the school’s career record-holder 
for rushing attempts (441) and, with 
2,156 yards gained, is 39 shy of the 
school’s career mark. 

Wide receiver Willis Wright will 
also bea go-to player. The senior 
averaged 25.3 yards per catch last 
season on 25 receptions. Look for 
wideout Glenn Coleman to produce 
some big yardage as well. 

Like the offense, the FIU defense 
has only three starters returning 
from last year’s 3-9 squad, so 
coordinator Josh Conklin is looking 
for new pieces to the puzzle. 
Cornerback Sam Miller comes back 
after registering 62 tackles last year, 
including four tackles for loss and 
two sacks, Richard Leonard, the 
other starting corner, will join him. 

Safety Justin Halley saw playing 
time in every game last season. 
Tackle Greg Hickman disrupted 
opposing backfields last year, with 
nine of his 30 tackles coming behind 
the line of scrimmage. 

Conklin needs to find a big-time 
playmaker at linebacker from 
among a group that includes Patrick 
Jean, Davison Colimon and Luis 
Rosado. 

Leonard could be an impact 
player on special teams. The junior 
averaged nearly 30 yards per kick 
return last year. 

However, the Panthers will be 
looking for a new kicker and punter. 
Two freshmen—placekicker Sergio 
Sroka and punter Chris Ayers—will 
get first shot at kicking duties. 

New coach Ron Turner is 
a veteran mentor who has led 
programs at San Jose State and 
Illinois. Turner took over for Mario 
Cristobal and has a major project 
ahead of him as FIU will be looking 
to rebuild itself while joining a more 
competitive league. 


Follow Sporting News on Twitter @sportingnews 05 


TULSA 


GOLDEN HURRICANE 


[a 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL 


NATIONAL TITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
BRENTOM TODD OFFENSE 
QB Cody Green (6-4, 247, Sr.) 
TB Trey Watts (5-11, 190, Sr.) 
Tulsa’s players often heard about the program’s 2005 Conference HB Cody Wilson (6-0, 232, Sr.) 
USA championship team. The chatter came during offseason workouts, LT Garrett Gladd (6-4, 302, So.) 


in the middle of fall and following 2007 and 2008 league championship 
game losses. The team did something about it last year, capturing the 
league crown as well as the Liberty Bowl. 


Jake Alexander (6-2, 294, Jr.) 

Dylan Foxworth (6-2, 265, Fr.) 
Stetson Burnett (6-4, 303, Sr.) 
Garrett Stafford (6-5, 301, So.) 


WR Keyarris Garrett (6-4, 207, Jr.) 
OFFENSE 3 ; WR Jordan James (6-2, 203, Sr.) 
A number of skill players return from last year’s 11-3 team. Quarterback wr ThomasRoberson (6-3, 195, Jr.) 
Cody Green, a Nebraska transfer, managed the offense solidly in his first DEFENSE 
Tulsa season. He threw for 2,592 yards and 17 touchdowns but will need 
ae r DE Brentom Todd (6-3, 239, Jr.) 
to get his interception total (11) down. Trey Watts rushed for 1,108 yards i 
é 4 : ; DT Jack Jewell (6-5, 287, Sr.) 
2013 SCHEDULE while fellow running back Ja’Terian Douglas ended up with 936 yards, DT Derick Luetien (6-3, 279, So.) 
Tulsa finished ninth in NCAA rushing yards last year, averaging 245.7 DE Chris Hummingbird (6-2, 258, Jr.) 
A.31 @BOWLINGGREEN  Yardsacontest. Wide receiver Keyarris Garrett caught 67 passes for 845 LB Mitchell Osbome (6-2, 210, Jr.) 
$7 ColoradoState Yards with nine touchdowns. The offensive line will need to be revamped, LB Trent Martin (6-2, 242, So.) 
S.14 KLAHOMA With only two returning starters. Guards Jake Alexander and Stetson LB Shawn Jackson (6-0, 251, Sr.) 
ao y is 2 
5.26 lowaState © Burnett will be the foundation on the line. S_ Michael Mudoh (5-9, 198, So.) 
0.5 Rie S Demarco Nelson (6-0,192, Sr.) 
0.2 eur +=DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS a eae aes 
0.26 Q@TULANE Only three defenders return from what was C-USA’s top defense in SPECIALISTS ie 
N.2 UTSA 9012. Linebacker Shawn Jackson may get All-America consideration. oe oe 
N9 @EASTCAROLINA — He has 18 career sacks, two off the school record. He ended last season SoeWie (5 8:205 5) 
N.14 Marshall ; ‘3 eee K Daniel Schwarz (6-3, 189, So.) 
N23 @LOUISIANA TECH with 88 tackles despite missing the first three games. Trent Martin had 
N30 NorthTeas 2 breakthrough season and will be asked to contribute more this year. 
. Safety Demarco Nelson is only starter returning in the secondary. RATING THE RECRUITS 
Among those to watch among newcomers are end Brentom Todd and 4 << ae 
‘ ‘ » ROBBOYD, 06 
COACH tackles Jack Jewell and Derrick Luetjen. The secondary will be young The 6-3. 205-pound Boyd was ablg gt forthe Golden 
Bill Blankenshin with new starters at cornerback. Their success will be critical if TU wants —__jyrricaneafter he was namedan Offense-Defense 
ahd aa (19-8) fay to maintain its aggressive style of play. Tulsa finished with 110 tackles for _ All-American, 
Career record:19-8 loss and 53 sacks in 2012; both were in the top five nationally. 
ptt ick ‘el Sch d @ > DALTONRODRIGUEZ, DE 
Kic er Daniel Schwarz and punter Cole Way return, but both were Tulsa wasable to convince the 6-6, 260-poundin-stater 
Offensive coordinator: sporadic last year. to switch his pledge from Oklahoma, where he was 
Greg Peterson (third year) previously committed to play offensive tackle, 
Defensive coordinator: BOTTOM LINE = 
Brent Guy (third year) IMPACT PLAYER Giiieeenuienes 
Tulsa has quietly developed Another steal froma Big 12 school, the 5-9, 160-pound 
FAST FACTS into one of the nation’s top BrentomTodd,DE 4 /@ Dallas Skyline High product was committed to Texas 
onI7 RECORN: 11-4 programs among non-BCS The 6-3, 239-pound Todd will Tech before switching to Tulsa. 
Beat lowa Statein the conferences. The team has won uPaRAMAMaULRTMRRI <2» OEVINROLAN LB 
Liberty Bowl, 31-17 10-plus games in four of the eens dpiavers Thokinak: The6-0,230-pound Oklahoman had been a well-known 
Stadium: Skelly Field at H.A. Chapman ‘ . 2 teed ches : name on the recruiting circuit for quite some time when 
Stadium (30, on ’ pet Lamkepr ea Ronee finished with eight tackles for he became one of the first commits in the class. 
Tickets: 919-631-GoTU champion will bea test, though, loss last season and one sack. He : : 
Site: Tuba. Okla as the Hurricane plays league will get plenty of playing time at S > JESSEBRUBAKER, TE 
at vi games at East Carolina and a position that totaled 17.5 sacks The 6-3, 238-pound former SMU commit was alsoa 
Online: tulsahurricane.com ere among the Golden Hurricane standout on defense in high school. 
Twitter: @TulsaHurricane Louisiana Tech, two treacherous 


starters last season. 


road trips. 
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—Brian Perroni 


TODD: BETH HALL / USA TODAY SPORTS 
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2013 SCHEDULE 

A.31 @TEXAS A&M 
S.14 Kansas 
S.2] Houston 
S.28 Florida Atlantic 
0.5 QTULSA 
0.12 @UTSA 
0.19 @NEW MEXICO STATE 
0.26 UTEP 
N.2 @NORTH TEXAS 
N.16 Louisiana Tech 
N.23 @UAB 
N.30 Tulane 
COACH 

David Bailiff 


Seventh year (30-44) 
Career record: 30-44 


Offensive coordinator: 
John Reagan (third year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Chris Thurmond (second year) 


FAST FACTS 

2072 RECORD; 7-6 

Beat Air Force in the 

Armed Forces Bowl, 33-14 
Stadium: Rice Stadium (47,000) 
Tickets: 713-522-OWLS 

Site: Houston 

Online: riceowls.com 

Twitter: @RiceFootballl 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 


QB Taylor McHargue (6-1, 215, Sr.) 
RB Charles Ross (6-1, 230, Sr.) 

LT JonHodde (6-7, 300, Sr.) 

LG Nico Carlson (6-3, 275, Jr.) 

C_ Nate Richards (6-4, 300, Sr.) 
RG Andrew Reve (6-5, 275, So.) 
RT Caleb Williams (6-3, 275, So.) 
WR Connor Cella (6-3, 235, Fr.) 
WR Andre Gautreaux (6-0,190, Sr.) 
WR Donte Moore (6-0, 180, Jr.) 
WR Jordan Taylor (6-5, 210, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 


LE Tanner Leland (6-2, 240, Sr.) 
NT Hosam Shahin (6-3, 280, Sr.) 
DT Christian Covington (6-3, 290, So.) 
RE Zach Patt (6-2, 240, Jr.) 

LB Cameron Nwosu (5-10, 240, Sr.) 
LB James Radcliffe (6-2, 220, Jr.) 
CB Bryce Callahan (5-10, 180, Jr.) 
CB Alex Francis (5-9, 185, Sr.) 

SS Gabe Baker (6-1, 210, Jr.) 

FS Julius White (5-10, 195, Jr.) 

S$ Paul Porras (6-1, 200, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Chris Boswell (6-2, 200, Sr.) 
P Cameron Decell (6-4, 205, Fr.) 


RICE 


There is plenty of reason for 
optimism at Rice this season. 
Quarterback Taylor McHargue 
returns to lead an offense that 
posted the second-best numbers 
in Tulsa history in total offense, 
points and first downs while 
leading the nation in time of 
possession (33:59) in 2012. 
McHargue is a dual-threat 
quarterback. Last season, he 
averaged 184.1 passing yards per 
game and also rushed for 667 
yards and 11 touchdowns. His top 
target is Jordan Taylor, who had 18 
receptions that covered 20 yards 
or more in 2012, Running back 
Charles Ross netted 800 rushing 
yards last season and will be the 
Owls’ top threat on the ground. A 
huge plus is that Rice returns its 
entire starting offensive line. 

Rice and the word “defense” 
have not gone hand-in-hand over 
the past few years. But the unit 
made significant improvement 
in 2012, allowing its fewest yards 
and points in nearly a decade. The 
Owls return six starters and other 
experienced players from a defense 
that was an aggressive one, totaling 
69 tackles for loss. The team’s 
push starts up front, where tackles 
Hosam Shahin and Christian 
Covington combined for 10 sacks 
last season. Leading tacklers Paul 
Porras (safety, 93 tackles), Cameron 
Nwosu (linebacker, 92) and Julius 
White (safety, 79) return. Look 
for Rice to try to become more 
opportunistic in the secondary 
after having only 11 interceptions 
last season. 

On special teams, Chris Boswell 
is the most prolific kicker in Rice 
history with 270 career points. The 
senior also showed off a big leg with 
49 touchbacks on 80 kickoffs, 

David Bailiff has his fingerprints 
all over the Rice program. The 
seventh-year coach has developed 
his program without regard to 
seniority. Last year, his team had 
the fewest number of seniors (7) 
in the FBS. Younger and better 
players have been given a chance to 
contribute immediately, a gamble 
that should pay off in 2013. 


— 
TK, louswmarec 


2013 SCHEDULE 

Al @NORTH CAROLINA STATE 
S.7 Lamar 
S.14 Tulane 
S.21 @KANSAS 
S.28 @ARMY* 
0.5 @UTEP 
0.19 North Texas 
0.26 @FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
N9 Southern Miss 
N.16 RICE 
N.23 Tulsa 
N.30 @UTSA 

*At Dallas, TX 

COACH 

Skip Holtz 

Firstyear 


Career fecont: et 4 


Offensive ee, 
Tony Petersen (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Kim Dameron (first year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD; 9-3 

Stadium: Joe Aillet Stadium (30,600) 
Tickets: 318-257-363] 

Site: Ruston, La. 

Online: : latechsports.com 

Twitter: @LalechFB 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 


QB Scotty Young (6-2, 210, Jr.) 
RB _ Kenneth Dixon (6-0, 215, So.) 
RB HunterLee (5-10, 200, Jr.) 

LT Mitchell Bell (6-4, 330, Jr.) 
LG Larry Banks (6-4, 300, Sr.) 

C Alec Davis (6-1, 275, Sr.) 

RG Richard Greenwalt (6-4, 297, Jr.) 
RT Jeremy Graffree (6-3, 300, Sr.) 
WR D.J Banks (5-9, 185, Sr.) 
WR Paul Turner (5-11, 186, So.) 
WR Andrew Guillot (5-10, 180, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 


DE KevinKisseberth (6-1, 240, Jr.) 
DT Shakeil Lucas (6-2, 285, Sr.) 
DT Justin Ellis (6-2, 330, Sr.) 

DE .K. Enemkpali (6-2, 250, Sr.) 
LB Beau Fitte (6-1, 215, So.) 

LB Mike Schrang (6-1, 210, Jr.) 

LB Jabari Prewitt (5-9, 182, Jr.) 
CB Le'VanderLiggins (5-11, 190, Jr.) 
CB Bryson Abraham (5-11, 175, So.) 
FS Kendall Hayes (5-11, 185, Jr.) 
SS Lloyd Grogan (6-0, 201, Fr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Jonathan Bares (5-8, 150, Fr.) 
P Logan McPherson (5-10, 172, Fr.) 


So will the days of the potent 
“Air Raid” offense cease with 
Sonny Dykes leaving for Cal and 
incoming coach Skip Holtz taking 
over this season? Not so fast, Holtz 
says. He still plans to implement 
the attack while adding his own 
wrinkles. First, he needs to find 
a quarterback. Look for Texas 
Tech transfer Scotty Young to 
get a good look. The junior left 
Lubbock after 2011 and sat out 
last season. He is one of five QBs 
on the roster, including Zach 
Griffith, who threw six passes last 
season for the Bulldogs. 

Louisiana Tech led the nation 
in total offense (577.9 yards per 
game) and scoring average (51.5) 
in 2012, but only three starters 
return from that group. Running 
back Kenneth Dixon was the 
WAC’s Freshman of the Year after 
leading the nation with 27 rushing 
touchdowns and 1,184 yards 
on the ground. Wide receiver 
Hunter Lee (31 catches, 398 yards) 
is the top pass catcher coming 
back. Only guard Matt Shepperd 
returns on the line. 

As talented as the Tech offense 
was in 2012, the defense had 
major struggles, The unit gave up 
526 yards per game, with 340.4 
yards of that coming through 
the air. Both were the worst 
statistically in the nation. Four 
starters return on a defense that 
is anchored by its line. Tackle 
Shakeil Lucas had 42 tackles 
last season, while end LK. 
Enemkpali totaled 32 tackles, 

7.5 tackles for loss and six sacks. 
Cornerback Le’ Vander Liggins is 
the only starter returning in the 
secondary. He had 50 tackles and 
two interceptions in 2012. 

Holtz, who struggled in 
three seasons at South Florida, 
is a proven winner in C-USA, 
having guided East Carolina to 
division titles in 2008 and 2009. 
Expectations are always high at 
Louisiana Tech, and they will 
be again this year even with so 
few starters back. Expect Holtz 
to embrace the challenge while 
carving his own style in Ruston. 
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L UTEP fer “NORTH TENA 


A new quarterback will call 2013 SCHEDULE Serious improvement in 2013 SCHEDULE 
the shots for the Miners under putting points on the scoreboard 
first-year coach Sean Kugler. 5.7 NewMexico will be essential for North Texas Idaho 
Texas A&M transfer Jameill 5.14 @NEWMEXICOSTATE tg have a successful first season 57 @OHIO 
Showers is expected to get a 5.21 UISA in Conference USA. The Mean S14 Ball State 
good look at the position. The 5.28 @COLORADOSTATE = Green struggled in last year's S21 Ligeti 
dual-threat QB transferred after oS fl ae campaign, averaging just 05 ee? 

ray es ‘ 0.12 Tulsa ; A 0.12 Middle Tennessee State 
spending time behind NFL 0.26 RICE 20.9 points per game while 0.19 LOUISIANA TECH 
first-round pick Ryan Tannehill N2 GTEXAS A&M ranking 103rd in red-zone 0.26 @SOUTHERN MISS 
and Heisman Trophy winner NO @NoRTHTExAs touchdowns. 0.31 Rice 
Johnny Manziel at A&M. He'll N16 Florida international Quarterback Derek NO UTEP 
battle sophomore Blaire Sullivan N.23 @qulaNe ‘Thompson returns. The senior N.23 UTSA 
and senior Carson Meger for N.30 (@MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE threw for 14 touchdowns N.30 TULSA 
the vacant position, which will last season, but also had 14 
be coached by new offensive interceptions. His top targets 
coordinator Patrick Higgins. will be wide receivers Darnell 

The new quarterback will COACH Smith, who had 28 catches, and COACH 
have running back Nathan Sean Kugler Brelan Chancellor, who had five Dan McCarney 
Jeffery (team-high 897 yards ad scoring receptions among his 25 Naps the) 65.100 
through an injury-plagued 2012) Offensive coordinator: grabs. A solid stable of running : 
and wide receiver Jordan Leslie Patrick Higgins (first year) backs return, highlighted by Offensive coordinator: 

(51 catches for 973 yards, 19.1 Defensive coordinator: Brandin Byrd and Antoinne Mike Canales (fourth year) 
yards per catch) at his disposal. Scott Stoker (first year) Jimmerson. An experienced Defensive coordinator: 
New defensive coordinator offensive line, anchored by John Skladany (second year) 

Scott Stoker inherits experience FAST FACTS guards Cyril Lemon and Mason FAST FACTS 
froma unit that struggled at 2012 RECORD; 3-9 Y’Barbo, allowed an FBS-] 

5 Stadium: Sun Bow! Stadium (51.500) the recht cash pate 2012 RECORD: 4-8 
times last season. The Miners Tickets: 915-747-6150 ; six sacks in 2012. Stadium: Apogee Stadium (30,850) 
gave up nearly 200 yards a game Site: El Paso, Texas North Texas is coming off Tickets: 800-868-2366 
on the ground while allowing Online: utepathletics.com its best season since 2006 in Site: Denton, Texas 
440.1 total yards. UTEP’s Twitter: GUTEPAthletics keeping opponents out of the Online: meangreensports.com 
strength will be on the defensive end zone. The Mean Green held Tapthen Mearbreentd 
line, where Germard Reed (29), four opponents to 14 points or 
Marcus Bagley (19) and Horace less. It’s a big improvement 
Miller (18) have a combined 66 from years past when schools 
career starts. Miller had six PROJECTEDSTARTERS = were routinely pouring points PROJECTED STARTERS 
sacks last season, which was the OFFENSE on North Texas. This year’s OFFENSE 
most by a Miner football player QB Blaire Sullivan (6-3, 210, So.) ringleader is linebacker Zach QB Derek Thompson (6-4, 220, Sr.) 
since 2005. 3 soe) Ball OI, aes in) Orr, who is coming off an All- He Band Bd (5-10, 26.5) 

The Miners will get a boost LT Brander Craighead (6-6, 280, Jr) Sun Belt Conference campaign a coeanie 309, es 
from defensive back Richard LG Jerel Watkins (6-3, 280, Jr.) with a team-high 107 tackles. C Kaydon Kirby (6-3, 300, Fr.) 
Spencer, who was granted an M Aen inal ee a Jr) The secondary is a good one, Bs Gk Leen 8 x ; 
extra year after suffering a knee RT. Mike Amdall (6-4, 310, Jr) and returns cornerbacks al ag area 55 Sr) r) 


injury last season. 

Placekicker Steven Valadez 
hit 10 of 15 field-goal attempts 
last year and may also get a 
look at punting chores in 2013. 
Sophomore Autrey Golden is 
one of Conference USA's top 
kickoff returners and averaged 
28.3 yards per runback last year, 
including a pair of touchdowns. 

Kugler is a former UTEP 
offensive lineman (1985-88). He 
inherits a program that has had 
seven consecutive losing seasons, 
including a 3-9 campaign in 2012. 


TE Eric Tomlinson (6-6, 255, Jr.) 
WR lan Hamilton (6-5, 220, Jr.) 
WR Jordan Leslie (6-2, 210, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Adam Ayala (6-5, 280, Sr.) 
DE James Davidson (6-3, 240, Sr.) 
DT Germard Reed (6-1, 275, Jr.) 
DT Marcus Bagley (6-1, 320, Sr.) 
LB Horace Miller (6-1, 240, Sr.) 
LB A.J.Ropati (6-0, 230, Sr.) 
LB Anthony Puente (5-11, 215, So.) 
CB Adrian James (5-11, 190, Jr.) 
CB Nick Gathrite (5-9, 170, Jr.) 
S Richard Spencer (6-2, 200, Sr.) 
S Demarcus Kizzie (5-9, 180, Fr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Steven Valadez (5-10, 190, Jr.) 
P Steven Valadez (5-10, 190, Jr.) 
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Hilbert Jackson (84 tackles) and 
Zac Whitfield (3 interceptions) 
and safety Lairamie Lee (72 
tackles). 

North Texas has won nine 
games in the past two seasons 
under coach Dan McCarney. 

It doesn’t seem like much, 

but this once-proud program 
had not won more than three 
games in the seven seasons 
before McCarney arrived. The 
program wants to celebrate its 
100th anniversary of playing 
football with its first bowl game 
appearance in eight years. 


WR Carlos Harris (5-8, 173, So.) 
WR Darnell Smith (6-1, 208, Sr.) 
WR Brelan Chancellor (5-9, 177, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 


DE 
oT 
oT 
DE 
LB 
LB 
LB 
CB 
(B 
ss 
FS 


Brandon McCoy (6-2, 270, Sr.) 
Richard Abbe (6-4, 319, Sr.) 
Ryan Boutwell (6-3, 261, Sr.) 
Aaron Bellazin (6-2, 244, Sr.) 
Derek Akunne (6-0, 238, Jr.) 
Zach Orr (6-1, 231, Sr.) 

Will Wright (6-2, 221, Sr.) 
Hilbert Jackson (6-1, 187, Sr.) 
Zac Whitfield (5-9, 180, So.) 
Lairamie Lee (5-10, 189, Jr.) 
Marcus Trice (5-8, 197, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K 
P 


Zach Olen (5-9, 221, Sr.) 
Blake Macek (5-9, 180, Fr.) 


~ 


2013 SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT 
A.3l Jackson State 
$7 South Alabama 
S.12 @LOUISIANA TECH 
S.21 (@SYRACUSE 
5.28 @LOUISIANA-MONROE 
0.5 North Texas 
0.12 East Carolina 
0.26 Tulsa 
N.2 @FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
N.9 @UTSA 
N.23 UTEP 
N.30 @RICE 


COACH 


Curtis Johnson 
Second year (2-10) 
Careerrecord: 2-10 


Offensive coordinator: 
EricPrice (second year) 
Defensive coordinators: 
Jon Sumrall (second year) 

Lionel Washington (second year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD; 2-10 
Stadium: Lousiana Superdome 
(76,791 expanded) 

Tickets: 504-861-WAVE 

Site: New Orleans 

Online: tulanegreenwave.com 
Twitter: @GreenWaveFB 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Nick Montana (6-3, 215, Jr.) 

RB Orleans Darkwa (6-0, 210, Sr.) 
RB Dante Butler (5-10, 208, Jr.) 
LT Todd Jacquet (6-5, 282, So.) 
LG Adam Skidmore (6-6, 300, Jr.) 
C MikeHenry (6-5, 290, Sr.) 

RG Rio Mares (6-4, 302, Sr.) 

RT Sean Donnelly (6-8, 31), Jr.) 

TE Sydie London (6-2, 234, So.) 

WR_ Justyn Shackleford (5-1, 171, Jr.) 

WR Ryan Grant (6-1, 190, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 


DE Royce LaFrance (6-3, 239, So.) 
DT Kenny Welcome (6-2, 290, Jr.) 
NT Chris Davenport (6-4, 330, Sr.) 
DE Julius Warmsley (6-2, 272, Sr.) 
SLB Matthew Bailey (5-11, 203, Jr.) 
MLB Dominique Robertson (6-1, 191, St.) 
WLB Kyle Davis (5-11, 204, Sr.) 
CB Jordan Batiste (5-8, 169, So.) 
CB Lorenzo Doss (5-1), 168, So.) 
FS Darion Monroe (5-10, 190, So.) 
SS Brandon LeBeau (6-0,198, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Cairo Santos (5-9, 160, Sr.) 
P Peter Picerelli (6-1, 190, So.) 


' Sporting News All-American 


The Green Wave will carry a 
quarterback battle into fall camp 
with junior-college transfer Nick 
Montana and redshirt freshman 
Devin Powell leading the way. 
Montana is the son of NFL Hall of 
Famer Joe Montana. Tulane’s new 
quarterback will have one of the 
league’s top targets in senior wide 
receiver Ryan Grant, areturning 
first-team All-CUSA selection 
who led the conference with 1,149 
receiving yards in 2012. Grant has 
caught a pass in 20 consecutive 
contests. Orleans Darkwa will be the 
featured running back. The senior 
will work behind four returning 
starters on an offensive line that 
needs to improve after Tulane 
finished next to last in rushing 
offense with 39.6 yards per game. 

Improvement is needed on 
defense for the Green Wave to 
be competitive in 2013. Tulane 
allowed 38.4 points per game last 
season, which was among the 
nation’s worst, Second-year coach 
Curtis Johnson hopes experience 
gained through a 2-10 season will 
translate into success. Sophomore 
safety Darion Monroe hada 
team-high 97 tackles and finished 
five games with 10-plus stops. 
Senior cornerback Lorenzo Doss 
led the team with five interceptions. 
The Wave is hoping for an impact 
performance from senior linebacker 
Dominique Robertson. Nose tackle 
Chris Davenport, a 6-4, 330-pound 
transfer from LSU, is a player to 

watch. 

Cairo Santos was the 2012 
Lou Groza Award winner after 
connecting on all 21 of his field-goal 
attempts, including a 57-yarder, He 
was only the second kicker in FBS 
history to finish perfect with 20 or 
more field goals. 

Tulane continues to be a bruised 
program starved for success. 
Memories of the Green Wave's 12-0 
season in 1998 are fondly recalled, 
but the team has won only 23 games 
in the past eight seasons. Tulane’s 
final campaign in C-USA could be 
aconfidence-booster, as so many 
incoming schools are still maturing 
as football programs. 


2013 SCHEDULE 

DATE OPPONENT 
A.31 @NEW MEXICO 
S.7 Oklahoma State 
S.14 @ARIZONA 
$.21 @UTEP 
$.28 Houston 
0.5 @MARSHALL 
0.12 Rice 
0.26 UAB 
N.2 @TULSA 
NG Tulane 
N.23 @NORTH TEXAS 
N.30 Louisiana Tech 

COACH 

Larry Coker 

Second year (8-4) 

Career record: 68-19 

Offensive coordinator: 

Kevin Brown (second year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Neal Neathery (third year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 8-4 

Stadium: Alamodome (65,000) 

Tickets: 210-458-UTSA 

Site: San Antonio 

Online: goutsa.com 

Twitter: GUTSAAthletics 
PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Eric Soza (6-0, 205, Sr.) 
RB David Glasco ll (5-10, 200, Jr.) 
HB Nate Shaw (5-11, 250, Jr.) 
LT Josh Walker (6-3, 290, Jr.) 
LG Scott Inskeep (6-4, 300, Jr.) 
C_ Nate Leonard (6-0, 290, Jr.) 
RG Cody Harris (6-5, 300, Jr.) 
RT ZachHester (6-4, 315, So.) 
WR Earon Holmes (6-4, 190, Jr.) 
WR Kam Jones (5-11, 190, Jr.) 
WR Aaron Grubb (5-8, 170, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Cody Rogers (6-0, 245, Jr.) 
DT Richard Burge (6-3, 280, Jr.) 
OT Ferrington Macon (5-11, 295, Jr.) 
DE Will Ritter (6-1, 235, Sr.) 
LB Blake Terry (5-11, 230, Jr.) 
LB Steven Kurfehs (6-2, 230, Sr.) 
CB Darrien Starling (5-9, 195, Jr.) 
CB Crosby Adams (5-9, 195, Jr.) 
FS Triston Wade (5-11, 165, Jr.) 
SS_ Nic Johnston (6-2, 200, Jr.) 
SS Cody Berry (5-11, 205, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Sean lanno (6-3, 205, Jr.) 
P Kristian Stern (5-1, 185, Jr.) 


ROADRUNNERS 


UTSA 


Continuity will be the 
foundation for Texas-San 
Antonio’s offense in 2013. The 
Roadrunners will welcome back 
a majority of last year’s starters 
and only need to fill one position 
on the offensive line in 2013. 
Quarterback Eric Soza has started 
20 of the program’s 22 games. The 
senior threw for 20 touchdowns 
and ran for another six scores in 
last year’s 8-4 campaign. 

Skill players to watch include 
running backs David Glasco IT and 
Evans Okotcha, who combined for 
987 rushing yards and 13 scores in 
2012. Kam Jones is the team’s most 
proven wide receiver (23 catches, 
323 yards), while Cole Hubble 
(20.5 yards per reception) is the top 
deep threat. Center Nate Leonard 
and guards Scott Inskeep and 
Cody Harris are the anchors on the 
line; they’ve had playing time in 
every UTSA game. 

On defense, auditions will go 
deep into fall at the cornerback 
spot following four offseason 
dismissals at the position for 
violations of team rules. Darrien 
Starling is a two-year starter on 
one side, while Crosby Adams will 
get a good look at the other corner. 
The secondary needs improvement 
after giving up 26 passing 
touchdowns last year, including 
17 in the second half of the season. 
Each member of the four-man 
line has at least 18 career starts. 
Free safety Triston Wade is leader 
of the UTSA defense. He was a 
first-team All-WAC selection in 
2012. Linebacker Steven Kurfehs 
is coming offa season in which he 
had a team-high 4.5 sacks, 

Texas-San Antonio has a 
big-name coach in Larry Coker, 
who led Miami to a 2001 national 
championship. But maturity is 
still needed for this three-year- 
old program. Victories will be 
extremely difficult to come by in 
C-USA. In fact, the Roadrunners 
have yet to register a win against 
an FBS school with a winning 
record, They face a challenging 
non-league schedule that includes 
Oklahoma State and Arizona. 
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BOWLING GREEN 


KENT STATE 
New Orleans Bow 


MIAMI (OHIO) 


MASSACHUSETTS 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
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WESTERN MICHIGAN 
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EASTERN MICHIGAN 
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Northern Illinois will 
throw the ball more 
than it did in its Drange Bowl 
season of 2012. Why? Because 
run-crazy quarterback Jordan 
Lynch wants to play in the NFL. 
Simple as that. 


THINGS 
WE KNOW 


BY STEVE GREENBERG 
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JORDAN LYNCH, NIU 


Despite losing their coach to the ACC, favored 
NIU Huskies still possess their ‘Lynch-pin’ 


By Rodney MckKissic Buffalo News 


Is it more important for a team with Bowl 
Championship Series desires to return its star 
quarterback or head coach? 

Northern Illinois is about to find out. 

The Huskies lost coach Dave Doeren to 
North Carolina State, but one of the nation’s 
most unique and sensational players, 
quarterback Jordan Lynch, is back in DeKalb. 
Lynch and Northern Illinois will again enter 
the season as the team to beat in the Mid- 
American Conference, but there could be a 
surprise team like Kent State. 

The Golden Flashes, who last won a MAC 
title in 1972, won the East Division and took 
Northern Illinois into double overtime before 
losing in the MAC championship game in 2012. 
But the target is clearly on Northern Illinois. 

“I'd rather have the expectations high 
because then you're going to be going after 
good things, not just mediocrity,” new NIU 
coach Rod Carey says. “Everyone says expecta- 
tions and stress is a bad thing. | don’t view 
those two things as bad. There’s the stress of a 
football game, but we're playing a game.” 

Carey, the Huskies’ offensive coordinator 
last season, was So well respected that he 
was Offered the job two days after Doeren 
departed for the Wolfpack. 

“When you have a program like this, it’s not 
about what you can change; it’s about what 


Kent State will fall short 

of last season's shocking 
I wins. That's no big deal: 
Darrell Hazell's successor. 
alum Paul Haynes, will be 
around long enough to build a 
strong foundation. 


It was a weak 9-4 for 

Ohio last season, even 
with the victory at Penn State. 
The Bobcats will be better 
overall in 2013, regardless of 
record. 


you can keep,” Carey says. “We've got great 
players, and we want to keep this ball rolling.” 

Lynch should make NIU one of the country’s 
most-feared offenses. Keeping the dark-horse 
Heisman Trophy candidate healthy will be the 
key, because he's a legitimate dual threat who 
gets pounded early and often. 

Lynch, who led the nation in total offensive 
yards gained (4,733) and in rushing (1,771), 
is working with a new offensive coordinator 
in Bob Cole, who has 25 years of experience 
on the collegiate level. There might be some 
tweaks with the offense, but Lynch's rare talent 
means there won't be a complete overhaul. 

“It's pretty hard to do better than he did 
last year,” Carey says. “To say to a kid, ‘Hey, 
go out there and do better than you did last 
year,’ | don’t know that you can do that with 
ablanket statement. You've got to give him 
specific, small, detailed goals that lead to 
giving yourself a chance in the fourth quarter. 
That's what he’s about; that’s what we're 
about.” 

Bowling Green looks poised to finish the job 
it started last year, especially if the Huskies 
falter. Indeed, the Falcons are on the rise 
under coach Dave Clawson, who signed a 
contract extension through the 2018 season 
during the offseason. The Falcons return 18 
starters from a team that finished 8-5. 


Toledo will start out 0-2. 

Oh, we guarantee it. 
There's no other way to call a 
season-opening dive-bomb at 
Florida and Missouri. 


LYNCH: ALAN DIAZ / AP 


ARHCER: RICH SCHULTZ / AP; WENNING: MIKE GROLL / AP 


RATING THE MAC 


» FASTEST RECEIVER 

Nick Harwall, WR, Miami (Ohio) 

Go-to guy in the RedHawks offense. 

> BEST HANDS 

Willi Snead, WR, Ball State 

Qutstanding jump-ball receiver. 

> BEST PASSING OB 

Jordan Lynch, Northern Illinois 

Could take the Huskies to back-to-back BCS bowls. 
>» BEST RUNNING G8 

Jordan Lynch, Northern Illinois 

Simply the best at controlling the game on the 
ground. 

> MOST ELUSIVE RB 

David Fluellen, Toledo 

Bundle of talent with the burst to go the distance 
every time. 

> BEST INSTINCTS 

BooBoo Gates, 08, Bowling Green 

Leader of the MAC's best defense. 


» BEST ATHLETE 
Dri Archer &8, Kent State 
Equally as effective at tailback or in the slot. 


> BEST UNDER PRESSURE 

Tyler Tattleton, 08, Dhio 

Productive and one of the top quarterbacks in the 
league. 

> TOP NFLPROSPECT 

Khalil Mack, 8, Buffalo 

Plays like an All-American. 

> TOP IMPACT FROSH 

Brogan Roback, 08, Eastern Michigan 
Four-star quarterback prospect who can make all 
the throws. 

> HARDEST HITTER 

Khalil Mack, 8, Buffalo 

Athletic and experienced. 

> BEST PASS RUSHER 

Jonathan Newsome, (f, Ball State 

Ohio State transfer continues to shine for 
Cardinals. 

> BEST INTERVIEW 

Jordan Lynch, 08, Northern Illinois 

He can do everything else. | 
» BEST GAME-DAY COACH | 
Frank Solich, Ohio 
Dean of the MAC coaches. 
» BEST RECRUITER 

Matt Campball, head coach. Toledo 

Will force other coaches to pick up their intensity 
on the recruiting trail. 

> MOST INTIMIDATING STADIUM 

Huskie Stadium, Northern lilinois 

Home fans have helped Huskies build a 2!-game win 
streak at home. 


RECRUITING ROUNDUP by Brian McLaughlin 


1» TOLEDO The gem of this group is dual-threat 

QB Michael Julian, who had plenty of offers from BCS 
schools. He might be another MAC quarterback who 
knocks off a BCS team or two during his career. 

2 > MIAMI (OHIO) Huge OT Randy Heideman (6-6, 
290) is asignee the RedHawks can hang their hat on. 

3 > CENTRALMICHIGAN The Chippewas brought 
in five stout lineman from Big Ten/MAC country. 

4 » BOWLINGGREEN The focus was on offense, 
and the two stud running backs at the top of the list are 
Floridians Fred Coppet and Marcus Levy. 

5S > BALLSTATE The Cardinals managed to snag 
four good linebackers, and the program did well mining 
talent in North Carolina. 

6 > EASTERN MICHIGAN It’snotoftena 

MAC school lands a QB with a four-star 
rating, but that’s what happened 

for the Eagles with Brogan Roback’s 
arrival. 

7 > NORTHERNILLINOIS The 
Huskies concentrated on the offensive skill 
positions and were able to attract good size at 
wide receiver and tight end. 


8 > WESTERN MICHIGAN The Broncos addressed 
the defensive line, and the program also pulled four 
good athletes out of the Miami area. 

9 > OHIO The Bobcats should be proud of the work 
they did along the lines. The defensive ends and tackles 
are solid, and the three offensive linemen have good size. 
10 » KENTSTATE The Golden Flashes dipped into 
Georgia and took DB Demetrius Monday, who originally 
had offers from Ole Miss and Mississippi State. 

11» MASSACHUSETTS Running back Lorenzo 
Woodley had offers from schools like FSU and Ole Miss. 
12 > AKRON The Zips took several juco players and 
also did well in-state and in Pennsylvania. 

13 > BUFFALO There wasa definite focus on defense, 
and the Bulls got a steal in DE Brandon Crawford. 


ALL-MAG 
OFFENSE 
QB Jordan Lynch, Sr. Northern Illinois 
RB Ori Archer, Sr. Kent State 
RB David Fluellan, Sr., Toledo 
OL Tylar Loos, Sr, Northern tilinais 
OL Greg Manez, Jr. Toledo 
OL Zac Kerin, Sr, Toledo 
OL Dominic Flewellyn, Sr. Bo 
OL Jordan Hansel, Sr. Ball State 
TE Zane Fakes, Sr., Ball State 
WR Barnard Reedy, S., Toledo 
WR 


DEFENSE 
DE Jonathan Newsome, Sr., Ball State 
DT Raosavalt Nix, Sr, Kent State 
DT Nathan Dilie, Sr, Ball State 
BE Northern Illingis 
LB Khalil Mack, Sr 


WENNING 


ASCENDING 


Ne BALL STATE 
sy > If you want to turn around 
your program quickly, hire 
Pete Lembo. He's suffered one losing 
season since becoming a head coach 
in 2001 and took over a Ball State 
program that was struggling until 


he arrived two seasons ago. Are the 
Cardinals ready to take the next step? 


DESCENDING 


EASTERN MICHIGAN 
kala > There seemed to be so 

much promise when the 
Eagles went 6-6 in Ron English's third 
season, but the bottom fell out when 
they finished 2-10 last year. The Eagles 
haven't enjoyed a winning season since 


1995 under Rick Rasnick, and it's not 
looking good this year. 


Nick Harwell, Sr., Miami 


LB Gabe Martin, Jr. Bowling Green 
LB Desmond Bozeman, Sr. Wc 


CB 


Michigan 


CB BaoBoo Gates, Sr. Bowling Green 
S Jimmie Ward, S:., Northern lllinsis 
S Luke Wollet, Sr.. kK 


SPECIALISTS 
K Jeremiah Detmer, Jr. 


PF Calter Johnson, Sr. Massachusetts 
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2013 SCHEDULE 


Tulsa 

@KENT STATE 
GINDIANA 

Murray State 

Akron 
Massachusetts 
@MISSISSIPPI STATE 
Toledo 

@MIAMI (OHIO) 
Ohio 

@EASTERN MICHIGAN 
@BUFFALO 


COACH 

Dave Clawson 
Fifth year (22-28) 
Career record: 22-28 
Offensive coordinator: 
Warren Ruggerio (fifth year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Mike Elko (fifth year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 8-5 

Lost to San Jose State in the 

Military Bowl, 29-20 

Stadium: Doyt Perry Stadium (24,000) 
Tickets: 419-372-0000 

Site: Bowling Green, Ohio 

Online: bgsufalcons.com 

Twitter: @BGathletics 


JWLING GREEN 


» \ 


Dave Clawson seemingly turned the corner last season by getting 
Bowling Green to an 8-5 record and a date against San Jose State in 
the Military Bowl. Not even a bowl game loss could trump the good 
feeling from the regular season, which included a six-game winning 
streak before a crushing loss at home against Kent State that cost 
the Falcons the MAC East Division championship. Bowling Green 
features seven returning players who earned all-conference honors. 


Nine starters return, but the future of tailback Anthon Samuel, who 
rushed for a combined 1,842 yards and 16 TDs the past two seasons, 
is in question. Samuel left the program in the spring to be with his 
wife and son in Florida, and it’s unclear if or when he will return. 
Quarterback Matt Schilz must shake off his struggles from last 
season; he completed 55.2 percent of his passes with 12 interceptions. 
Schilz has a big target in tight end Alex Bayer, a third-team All-MAC 
performer who has started 30 consecutive games. On the line, three- 
year starter Jordon Roussos is gone, but the four returning regulars 
have combined for 69 career starts. 


This was the best defense in the MAC in 2012, and it should be even 
more stout this season. All-conference performers Ted Ouellet, Gabe 
Martin and BooBoo Gates lead a group that boasts nine returning 
starters. The only significant loss is tackle Chris Jones, who led the 
team with 12.5 sacks, but Ouellet is expected to step into that role. 
Martin and D.J. Lynch form one of the best linebacker combos in the 
league, and the secondary is deep and talented. The goal is to increase 
pressure from the second level and force more turnovers. 

The Falcons hope they get better kicking from Tyler Tate than they 
did from Stephen Stein, who made only two of six field goals from 39 
yards and in last season. The same goes for kickoff returns, where 
Bowling Green ranked ninth in the league in 2012. But punter Brian 
Schmiedebush is a Ray Guy 
Award candidate. 


IMPAGT PLAYER 
|ChrisGallon, WR 7 /@ 


Gallon, at 6-4, isa dangerous 
red-zone option. He caught six 


The Falcons have a chance 
to win the league if the running 
game is good enough to eat up 
the clock and the passing game 
doesn’t put the defense ona 
short field and overexpose a 
suspect kicking game. 


TD passes in 2012 and enjoyeda 
breakout game against Kent State 
with 10 receptions for 213 yards 
and two touchdowns. He'll be a key 
target for quarterback Matt Schilz. 
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& 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Matt Schilz (6-3, 220, Sr.) 
RB Jamel Martin (5-10, 194, Jr.) 
LT Fahn Cooper (6-4, 300, So.) 
LG Dominic Flewellyn (6-3, 293, Sr.) 
C_ Chief Kekuewa (6-2, 308, Sr.) 
RG Alex Huettel (6-3, 291, So.) 
RT Darion Delancy (6-3, 303, Jr.) 
TE Alex Bayer (6-4, 253, Sr.) 
WR Shaun Joplin (6-2, 197, Sr.) 
WR Ryan Burbrink (5-8, 181, So.) 
WR Chris Gallon (6-4, 221, So.) 


DE Charlie Walker (6-2, 238, Jr.) 
DT Ted Ouellet (6-3, 282, Sr.) 
DT Zach Colvin (6-2, 268, Jr.) 

DE Bryan Thomas (6-2, 260, Jr.) 
LB Gabe Martin (6-1, 224, Jr.) 
LB Paul Swan (6-0, 230, Sr.) 

LB DJ. Lynch (5-11, 242, Jr.) 

CB Cameron Truss (5-10, 182, Sr.) 
CB Darrell Hunter (5-8, 177, Jr.) 
FS Ryland Ward (5-10, 198, Jr.) 
SS BooBoo Gates (5-11, 213, Sr.) 


K Tyler Tate (5-1, 175, So.) 
P_ Brian Schmiedebush (6-3, 226, Sr.) 


2a srornrs 


» SHANNON SMITH, DT 
The 6-2,270-pound Chicagoan chose the Falcons over 
offers from virtually every other school in the MAC. 


» FREDCOPPET,RB 
The 5-9, 150-pound Coppet hails from one of the 
country’s top prep programs, Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) St. 
Thomas Aquinas. 


» DARIUS HOLIDAY, DE 
Another signee from south Florida, the 6-5, 260-pound 
Holiday could end up playing numerous places along 
the defensive line. 

» MIKEROGERS, WR 
The 6-0, 180-pound Fort Wayne, Ind., product chose 
Bowling Green over lowa. 
» TEOREDDING, WR 
The 6-2, 165-pound wideout had a very productive 
high school career, averaging more than 15 yards 
per catch. 

—Brian Perroni 


SCHILZ: JOHN RAOUX / AP 


Gee, _KENTSTATE 


2013 SCHEDULE 
A.29 Liberty 
S.7 Bowling Green 
S.14 @LSU 
5.21 @PENN STATE 
5.28 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
0.5 Northern Illinois 
0.12 @BALL STATE 
0.19 @SOUTH ALABAMA 
0.26 Buffalo 
N.2 @AKRON 
N.13 Miami (OH) 
N.19 @OHIO 
COACH 
Paul Haynes 
First yen 
Offensive conanaith 
Brian Rock (third year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Brian George (first year) 
FAST FACTS 
2012 RECORD; 11-3 
Lost to Arkansas State in the 
GoDaddy.com Bowl, 17-13 
Stadium: Dix Stadium (25,319) 
Tickets: 330-672-2244 
Site: Kent, Ohio 
Online: kentstatesports.com 
Twitter: @KentStFootball 
PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB David Fisher (6-0, 220, Sr.) 
RB Dri Archer (5-8, 175, Sr.) 

RB Trayion Durham (6-0, 250, Jr.) 
LT Terrell Johnson (6-3, 290, Jr.) 
LG Max Plunkett (6-7, 310, Sr.) 

C_ PhilHuff (6-2, 290, Sr.) 
RG Pat McShane (6-4, 301, Sr.) 
RT Jason Bitsko (6-3, 290, So.) 
TE TimErjavec (6-1, 250, Sr.) 
WR Tyshon Goode (6-1, 185, Sr.) 
WR Chris Humphrey (6-0, 190, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 


DE Zack Hitchens (6-1, 240, Sr.) 
DT Roosevelt Nix (5-11, 245, Sr.) 
DT Nate Terhune (6-3, 260, So.) 
DE Mark Fackler (6-3, 255, Sr.) 
LB DeVante' Strickland (6-1, 220, Jr.) 
LB Matt Dellinger (6-0, 215, So.) 
LB Andre Parker (6-1, 219, Jr.) 

CB Darius Polk (5-11, 185, Sr.) 

CB Dylan Farrington (6-0, 190, Jr.) 
FS Jordan Italiano (5-10, 200, So.) 
SS Luke Wollet (6-0, 195, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Anthony Melchiori (5-11,185, So.) 
P Anthony Melchiori (5-11,185, So.) 
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GOLDEN FLASHES | fearstate “7 


Kent State, embarking upon its 
defense of the MAC East title, will 
employ a revamped offense that 
has to start over at quarterback. 
The Golden Flashes had a comfort 
zone at quarterback with Spencer 
Keith, but that’s gone. New coach 
Paul Haynes and his staff worked 
diligently in the spring with 
senior David Fisher, who threw 
just 23 passes in 2013, Redshirt 
freshman Colin Reardon and true 
freshman Nathan Strock have 
potential but it will be a big leap 
for either to handle the rigors of 
the MAC. Still, there’s no shortage 
of playmakers starting in the 
backfield with do-everything 
athlete Dri Archer, who paced the 
league in all-purpose yardage, and 
tailback Trayion Durham. Those 
two combined for 2,745 rushing 
yards and 30 TDs last season. The 
offensive line, however, returns 
just two starters in center Phil Huff 
and right guard Pat McShane. 

Former coach Darrell Hazell, 
who left for Purdue, had plenty 
of seniors in 2012, including 
linebackers Luke Batton and CJ. 
Malauulu, safety Sidney Saulter, 
cornerback Norman Wolfe, end 
Jake Dooley and defensive tackle 
Dana Brown, but the youngsters 
received their fair share of 
minutes. Besides, the unit’s best 
player returns in highly decorated 
defensive tackle Roosevelt Nix, 

a disruptive force the last three 
seasons. Strong safety Luke Wollet 
and cornerback Darius Polk are 
back. Add in the maturation of 
cornerback Dylan Farrington, 
linebacker DeVante’ Strickland 
and tackle Nate Terhune, and 
there is reason to believe Kent 
State can at least come close to last 
year’s performance when it held 
opponents to 24.5 points per game, 
third best in the conference. 

The Golden Flashes are loaded 
with ability, experience and 
depth at most spots, except under 
center. The offense is awash with 
playmakers, and Hazell left the 
cupboard full on defense. A tough 
road schedule will be the biggest 
obstacle to another good season. 


2013 SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT 


A.31 @LOUVISVILLE 
$7 North Texas 
S.14 Marshall 
S.21 Austin Peay 
0.5 @AKRON 
0.12 Central Michigan 
0.19 @EASTERN MICHIGAN 
0.26 Miami (OH) 
N.5 @BUFFALO 
N.12 (@BOWLING GREEN 
N19 Kent State 
N.29 Massachusetts 

COACH 

Frank Solich 

Ninth year (59-44) 


forename: 17-63 


Offensive coordinator: 
Tim Albin (ninth year) 

Defensive coordinator: 
Jimmy Burrow (ninth year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 9-4 

Beat Louisiana-Monroe in the 
Independence Bowl, 45-14 
Stadium: Peden Stadium (24,000) 
Tickets: 800-575-CATS 

Site: Athens, Ohio 

Online: ohiobobcats.com 
Twitter: @OhioFootball 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Tyler Tettleton (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
RB BeauBlankenship (5-9, 202, Sr.) 
LT John Prior (6-6, 301, Sr.) 

LG JonLechner (6-5, 332, Sr.) 

C Lucas Powell (6-3, 284, So.) 
RG MikeLucas (6-4, 340, So.) 
RT Ryan McGrath (6-6, 304, Sr.) 
TE Troy Hill (6-5, 210, Sr.) 

WR Donte Foster (6-1, 193, Sr.) 
WR Chase Cochran (6-2, 182, Jr.) 
WR Matt Waters (6-0, 203, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE TyBranz (6-2, 250, Sr.) 
DT AntwanCrutcher (6-1, 300, Jr.) 
DT Tony Davis (6-3, 280, Jr.) 
DE Nic Barber (6-3, 219, Sr.) 
LB Brandon Atwell (6-2, 212, Jr.) 
LB Keith Moore (6-0, 219, Sr.) 
LB TimEdmond (5-11, 240, Jr.) 
CB Larenzo Fisher (5-11, 170, Jr.) 
CB Nate Carpenter (5-9, 197, Jr.) 
FS Thad Ingol (5-10, 190, Jr.) 
SS Josh Kristoff (6-0, 194, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Matt Green (6-1, 223, So.) 
P Grant Venham (6-3, 210, So.) 


BOBCATS 


Ohio lost just four starters from 
an offense that finished fourth 
in the league in scoring at 31.7 
points per game, so don’t expect 
much ofa drop-off. Quarterback 
Tyler Tettleton, perhaps the most 
underrated player in the league, 
could increase last season’s 
rushing touchdown total of 
four if coach Frank Solich and 
offensive coordinator Tim Albin 
take the reins off the offense. Beau 
Blankenship, who led the Bobcats 
with 1,604 yards and 15 TDs, is 
the team’s most reliaable player. 
Incoming freshman tailback 
Chris Carson also could blossom 
in Solich’s system. Ohio is all 
about the ground game, but wide 
receiver Donte Foster and all the 
top receivers return, The line is a 
tough unit that blends experience 
with youth, Seniors Ryan McGrath 
and John Prior are the tackles, and 
senior left guard Jon Lechner has 
the most starts with 27. 

The Bobcats have concerns on 
defense, but not in the secondary. 
The unit is led by junior safety Josh 
Kristoff and junior cornerback 
Larenzo Fisher. Cornerback 
Travis Carrie, who was granted 
asixth year of eligibility and 
finished with four interceptions 
in 2011, also returns. The line is a 
different story. The only player that 
worries opposing offenses right 
now is junior nose guard Antwan 
Crutcher, although senior end Ty 
Branz recorded three sacks and 
4.5 tackles for a loss. It’s a mess at 
linebacker, where Alphonso Lewis 
and Jelani Woseley have to be 
replaced. Senior middle linebacker 
Keith Moore is the only linebacker 
with proven production. Getting 
off the field on third down was 
an emphasis in spring drills after 
opponents had a 44 percent success 
rate last season. 

Like 2012, Ohio's season depends 
on its defense. If the Bobcats can 
find a pass rush and play better 
at linebacker, they will battle for 
a MAC East title, something that 
slipped from their fingers late last 
season. There's lot of pressure to 
make up for last year’s meltdown. 


Daily coverage at sportingnews.com/ncaa-football 103 


The quarterback position is 
finally stable at Buffalo with 
sophomore Joe Licata prepared 

to start. The Bulls will take 

some pressure off their young 
quarterback with a quality run 
game led by senior Branden Oliver, 
who is healthy after an injury- 
filled junior season. If Oliver stays 
healthy, a monster season isn’t 

out of the question. Senior wide 
receiver Alex Neutz is the one of 
the best in the MAC, but the rest 
of the group is erratic. The return 
of senior Fred Lee, who missed 

six games last season, should give 
the unit a lift. Three different ball 
carriers rushed for more than 500 
yards behind an offensive line that 
returns three starters in senior 
Jasen Carlson and juniors Andre 
Davis and Trevor Sales. 

The Bulls have never been 
noted for defense, but this could 
potentially be the best in recent 
memory. Last year under first-year 
coordinator Lou Tepper, the group 
ranked second in the MAC in 
total defense, led by linebacker 
Khalil Mack and defensive end 
Colby Way. The entire secondary, 
which ranked second in the MAC 
in pass defense, returns intact 
with cornerbacks Najja Johnson 
and Cortney Lester. There are 
holes to fill on the line left by the 
departures of defensive end Steven 
Means and nose guard Wyatt 
Cahill. The staff will take a look 
at Kristjan Sokoli, Beau Bachtelle, 
Dalton Barksdale and a host of 
others at nose tackle as well as 
several players coming off redshirt 
seasons to play opposite Way at 
defensive end. 

With kicker Patrick Clarke and 
punter Tyler Grassman returning, 
there should be few worries about 
the kicking game. 

Buffalo starts the season at Ohio 
State and Baylor, but at least the 
MAC schedule doesn’t include 
Northern Illinois or Ball State, and 
the defense should keep the Bulls 
in most games. With the bulk of 
their roster back, the Bulls have to 
be considered a dark horse in the 
MAC East. 


A331 @OHIO STATE 
$7 @BAYLOR 
S.14 Stony Brook 
S.28 Connecticut 
0.5 Eastern Michigan 
0.12 @WESTERN MICHIGAN 
0.19 Massachusetts 
0.26 @KENT STATE 
N.S Ohio 
N.12 @TOLEDO 
N.19 @MIAMI (OH) 
N.29 Bowling Green 

COACH 

Jeff Quinn 

Fourth year (9-27) 

Career record: 10-28 

Offensive coordinator: 

Alex Wood (third year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Lou Tepper (second year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 4-8 

Stadium: UB Stadium (29,013) 

Tickets; 877-UB-THERE 

Site: Buffalo 

Online: buffalobulls.com 

Twitter: @UBAthletics 
PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Joe Licata (6-2, 217, So.) 

FB Branden Oliver (5-8, 204, Sr.) 
LT Andre Davis (6-4, 303, Jr.) 

LG Jasen Carlson (6-1, 30), Sr.) 

C Trevor Sales (6-2, 318, Jr.) 

RG Dillon Guy (6-4, 318, Jr.) 

RT Jake Silas (6-7, 316, Jr.) 
TE Jimmy Gordon (6-5, 260, Sr.) 
WR Alex Neutz (6-4, 209, Sr.) 
WR Cordero Dixon (5-11, 186, Jr.) 
WR Fred Lee (6-2, 204, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 


DE Beau Bachtelle (6-5, 272, Sr.) 
NG Kristjan Sokoli (6-5, 280, Jr.) 
DE Colby Way (6-4, 270, Sr.) 
OLB Khalil Mack (6-3, 245, Sr.) 
ILB Jake Stockman (6-2, 235, Sr.) 
ILB_ Lee Skinner (6-2, 237, Sr.) 
OLB Kendall Roberson (6-2, 227, Jr.) 
CB Najja Johnson (6-0, 182, Sr.) 
CB Cortney Lester (6-0, 184, Jr.) 
FS Witney Sherry (6-0, 185, Jr.) 
SS Okoye Houston (6-0, 201, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Patrick Clarke (6-1, 197, Jr.) 
P Tyler Grassman (6-1, 190, So.) 


104 2013 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Coach Don Treadwell established 
a solid foundation heading into 
his third season, and now it’s time 
to climb the ladder in the MAC 
East. Miami needs a big year from 
quarterback Austin Boucher, 
who is replacing four-year starter 
Zac Dysert. Wide receiver Nick 
Harwell looks to return to being 
the major threat he was in 2011 
when he ranked fifth in the nation 
in receiving yards. Dawan Scott 
finished with 57 receptions for 851 
yards and seven TDs last season. 
Four starters return from an 
offensive line that struggled. Miami 
ranked 112th in sacks allowed and 
had the nation’s third worst rushing 
attack. 

The RedHawks allowed 241.1 
rushing yards per game last season. 
That won't cut it now that Dysert 
won't be there to erase Miami's 
mistakes. The only way Miami can 
make a major improvement this 
season is by building depth and 
staying healthy. Five players from 
the back seven return, including 
cornerback Dayonne Nunley, but 
problems must be addressed on the 
line which returns tackles Mwanza 
Wamulumba and Wesley Scott. The 
run defense was toppled for 2,893 
yards and 35 TDs, next to last in 
the MAC, They also recorded more 
than one sack in just three games. 
Linebackers Chris Wade and Wes 
Williams also return, but they will 
be pushed by a talented recruiting 
class heavy on linebackers. 

Miami returns almost everyone 
from a 4-8 team, and it appears 
Treadwell has the RedHawks 
pointed in the right direction. With 
a bounce here or there—and a better 
running game—the RedHawks, 
even with all their youth and 
inability to stop the run, could have 
finished .500. It should be a good 
learning experience, which includes 
a challenging first month with 
games at Marshall and Kentucky, a 
home date against rival Cincinnati 
anda road game at Illinois. Within 
the MAC, Miami plays only four 
home games, which makes further 
headway within the league even 
more taxing. 


MIAMI (OHIO) IM 


2013 SCHEDULE 

A31 @MARSHALL 
$7 @KENTUCKY 
S.21 Cincinnati 
S.28 ILLINOIS 
0.5 Central Michigan 
0.12 @MASSACHUSETTS 
0.19 Akron 
0.26 @OHIO 
N.5 Bowling Green 
N.13 @KENT STATE 
N.19 Buffalo 
N.29 @BALL STATE 

COACH 

Don Treadwell 

Third year (8-16) 

Careerrecord: 8-16 

Offensive coordinator: 

John Klacik (third year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Jay Peterson (second year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 4-8 

Stadium: Yager Stadium (24,286) 
Tickets: 866-MUHAWKS 

Site: Oxford, Ohio 

Online: muredhawks.com 

Twitter: @MiamiRedHawks 
PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB Austin Boucher (6-1, 216, Sr.) 
RB Jamire Westbrook (5-9, 214, So.) 
LT Josh Harvey (6-5, 355, Sr.) 
LG MarcusMatthews (6-3, 310, Jr) 
C Ryan Callen (6-5, 275, So.) 
RG Trevan Brown (6-4, 289, Jr.) 
RT ZachLewis (6-6, 275, Jr.) 
TE Dustin White (6-2, 256, Sr.) 
WR Dawan Scott (6-1, 173, Jr.) 
WR Nick Harwell (6-1, 198, Sr.) 
WR WillieCulpepper (5-9, 164, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Bryson Albright (6-5, 213, So.) 
DT Mwanza Wamulumba (6-3, 264, Sr.) 
DT Wesley Scott (6-3, 245, So.) 
DE TimJohnson (6-2, 228, Jr.) 
LB Chris Wade (6-1, 226, Sr.) 
LB Wes Williams (6-3, 244, Sr.) 
LB Josh Dooley (6-0, 201, Sr.) 
CB Orne Bey (5-8, 18), Sr.) 
CB Dayonne Nunley (5-8, 180, Sr.) 
FS Jarrell Jones (5-10, 174, Jr.) 
SS _Brison Burris (5-10, 179, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Kaleb Patterson (5-9, 161, So.) 
P Zac Murphy (6-0, 199, Sr.) 


~~ ee 


MASSACHUSETTS 
UMass 


2013 SCHEDULE 
A.31 WISCONSIN 
S.7 Maine 
S.14 @KANSAS STATE 
S.21 Vanderbilt 
0.5 @BOWLING GREEN 
0.12 Miami (OH) 
0.19 @BUFFALO 
0.26 Western Michigan 
N.2 Northern Illinois 
N.16 Akron 
N.23 @CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
N.29 @OHIO 
COACH 
Charley Molnar 
Second year (1-11) 
far) recent 
iaacde coordinator: 
Phil Elmassian (second year) 
FAST FACTS 
2012 RECORD: 1-11 
Stadium: Gillette Stadium (68,756) 
Tickets: 866-UMASS-TIX 
Site: Amherst, Mass. 
Online: umassathletics.com 
Twitter: @UMassFootball 
PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Mike Wegzyn (6-5, 215, So.) 
RB Jordan Broadnax (5-9, 175, Jr.) 
LT Vincent Westcarr (6-4, 308, Sr.) 
LG Michael Boland (6-7, 295, So.) 
C Josh Burns (6-5, 290, Jr.) 
RG AlLeneus (6-2, 295, So.) 
RT Anthony Dima (6-7, 302, Sr.) 
TE RobBlanchflower (6-4, 250, Sr.) 
WR Tajae Sharpe (6-2, 175, So.) 
WR Bernard Davis (6-1, 180, So.) 
WR Derek Beck (6-4, 205, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Kevin Byrne (6-3, 290, Sr.) 

DT Galen Clemons (6-2, 275, Sr.) 
DT Daniel Maynes (6-2, 250, Jr.) 

DE Stanley Andre (6-2, 240, Jr.) 

LB Kassan Messiah (6-4, 215, So.) 
LB John Robinson (6-2, 225, So.) 
LB Jovan Santos-Knox (6-2, 235, So.) 
CB Randall Jette (5-1, 175, So.) 

CB Trey Dudley-Giles (5-11, 170, So.) 
FS KharyBailey-Smith (6-2, 190, So.) 
SS Ryan Carter (5-11, 188, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Blake Lucas (5-8, 166, So.) 
P Colter Johnson (6-4, 200, Sr.) 


Coming offan FBS-low 12.7 
points per game, UMass lacks 
a playmaker at wide receiver 
that could lead to quick scoring 
drives. Complicating matters is 
the team’s top three receivers are 
gone, including Marken Michel, 
who left the team at the start of 
spring practice. The challenge for 
coach Charley Molnar is creating 
big plays without a breakaway 
threat. Sophomore Tajae Sharpe 
is now the No. 1 receiver and leads 
this thin group now. Junior Jordan 
Broadnax and sophomore Jamal 
Wilson are the only returning 
tailbacks that had carries last 
season, so talented true freshman 
Lorenzo Woodley, who fielded 
offers from schools such as 
Cincinnati, Florida State, West 
Virginia and Syracuse, could 
see immediate playing time. 

The biggest competition comes 
at quarterback, where Mike 
Wegzyn, A.J. Doyle and Brandon 
Hill all could see time. 

Six starters return to a defense 
that was young, inconsistent and 
absorbed its share of punishment. 
Hopefully, they learned from the 
painful experience. Defensive 
ends Kevin Byrne and Stanley 
Andre return, and outside 
linebackers Kassan Messiah 
and Jovan Santos-Knox have 
potential. John Robinson will get 
first dibs at middle linebacker. 
Both starting tackles need to be 
replaced, which doesn’t bode well 
for a front line that compiled just 
12 sacks. The Minutemen lost their 
leader in safety Darren Thellen, 
but converted wide receiver 
Khary Bailey-Smith has big-play 
potential and safety Ryan Carter 
returns for his senior season after 
various injuries kept him from 
making an impact last year. 

The second year under Molnar 
should be much better than last 
season’s one-win campaign. The 
defense should put up better 
numbers, but the key will be how 
fast the offense develops a running 
game. The Minutemen are still a 
year or two away from contention, 
but this is a program on the rise. 


2013 SCHEDULE 

A.29 @UCF 
S7 James Madison 
S.14 @MICHIGAN 
S.21 Lovisiana-Lafayette 
S.28 @BOWLING GREEN 
0.5 Ohio 
0.12 @NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
0.19 @MIAMI (OH) 
0.26 Ball State 
N.2 Kent State 
N.16 @MASSACHUSETTS 
N.29 Toledo 

COACH 

Terry Bowden 

Second year (1-11) 

Sartre é -B2 

Offensive coordinator: 

A.J. Milwee (first year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Chuck Amato (second year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 1-11 

Stadium: Infocision Stadium (30,000) 
Tickets; 888-99-AKRON 

Site: Akron, Ohio 

Online: gozips.com 

Twitter: @ZipsFB 
PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Kyle Pohl (6-3, 206, So.) 

RB Jawon Chisholm (6-1, 190, Jr.) 
LT Quaison Osborne (6-3, 290, So.) 
LG Jarrod Pughsley (6-5, 319, Sr.) 

C_ Travis Switzer (6-2, 280, Jr.) 
RG Micah Lio (6-8, 308, Jr.) 

RT Cedric Brittnum (6-5, 315, Jr.) 
TE Will Fleming (6-4, 230, Sr.) 
WR L.-T. Smith (6-0, 197, Jr.) 
WR Dee Frieson (5-8, 181, Sr.) 
WR Keith Sconiers (6-0, 171, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Albert Presley (6-2, 226, Sr.) 
NG Cody Grice (5-11, 272, So.) 
DE Alfonso Homer (6-3, 200, So.) 
OLB Justin March (6-0, 203, Jr.) 
ILB Jatavis Brown (5-11, 203, So.) 
ILB Gary Ranson (5-11, 215, Jr. ) 
OLB Nick Rossi (6-0, 217, Jr.) 
CB Malachi Freeman (5-9, 174, Sr.) 
CB Bill Alexander (5-8, 170, Sr.) 
FS Johnny Robinson (5-9, 184, Jr.) 
SS Anthony Holmes (6-0,192, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Robert Stein (5-8, 164, So.) 
P Zach Paul (6-3, 218, So.) 


= 


The we welcome back tailback 
Jawon Chisholm and most of their 
top receivers—L.T. Smith, Dee 
Frieson and Keith Sconiers top 
the list—from a group that led the 
conference in passing averaging 
312.8 yards per game. Leaning 
more on Chisholm, who rushed for 
953 yards and five TDs, will give 
the Zips, who averaged just 114.4 
yards per game, more balance. 
The biggest question is who will 
play quarterback. The top options 
for now are sophomore Kyle Poh! 
and freshman Thomas Woodson. 
They will be hard-pressed to 
replace quarterback Dalton 
Williams, who took a lot of risks 
but let it fly on a whim and kept 
the Zips offense entertaining. The 
job of spicing up the offense now 
belongs to 26-year-old offensive 
coordinator A.J. Milwee, but he 
has a solid offensive line that 
returns center Travis Switzer, left 
guard Jarrod Pughsley and left 
tackle Quaison Osborne. 

The defense was among the 
worst nationally at stopping the 
run and suffered huge losses in 
linebackers Kurt Mangum and Troy 
Gilmer. More big plays will help— 
even though the Zips were solid on 
third down—momentum-changing 
plays were few and far between 
and Akron recorded just five 
interceptions and recovered three 
fumbles over the last eight games of 
the season. With so many talented 
passers in the MAC, the secondary 
is the last place a team in the league 
wants glaring weaknesses. Akron 
allowed 238.9 passing yards 
per game and a league-high 30 
touchdowns through the air in 
2012. But the Zips are experienced 
in the secondary and return safeties 
Johnny Robinson and Anthony 
Holmes and cornerback Malachi 
Freeman. 

The Zips appear to be buying 
into what second-year coach Terry 
Bowden wants, and the running 
game and secondary should 
improve. But without a proven 
QB and with so many questions at 
linebacker, it’s hard to see Akron 
moving out of the MAC East cellar. 
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HUSKIES. ‘ 


z013 SCHEDULE _ 


BWA 

IDAHO 

Easter Illinois 

5.28 @PURDUE 
0.5 @KENT STATE 
0.12 Akron 
@CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
2 Eastern Michigan 
N.2 @MASSACHUSETTS 
N.13 Ball State 
d @TOLEDO 
Western Michigan 


COACH 


Rod Carey 


Firstyear 


Offensive coordinator: 
Bob Cole (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Jay Niemann (third year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 12-2 

Lost to Po Statei inthe 

Orange Bowl, 31-10 
Stadium: Huskie Stadium (30,076) 
Tickets: 815-752-6800 

Site: DeKalb, Ill, 

Online: nivhuskies.com 
Twitter: @PridelnThePack 


‘NORTI {ERN it NOIS 


The easy part is over for Northern Illinois. 

The Huskies became the first MAC school to earn a BCS berth with 
a trip to the Orange Bowl last season. Now comes the hard part, which 
is maintaining that excellence. 

There’s no doubt the foundation has been laid, and it’s up to first- 
year coach Rod Carey, promoted from offensive coordinator when Dave 
Doeren left for N.C. State, to keep the engine running. The talent is 
there, as is the confidence, which means Northern Illinois has a chance 
for a third straight MAC championship. 

Jordan Lynch is coming off one of the most productive seasons ever 
for a MAC quarterback, with 4,956 yards of total offense and 44 TDs. 
Lynch will direct a balanced offense that will look to play a step faster 
and to get more opportunities to score. 

Lynch will have a bevy of weapons at his disposal, including 
junior Tommylee Lewis, the top returning receiver. With the losses 
of Martel Moore and Perez Ashford, look for Da’Ron Brown and 
Jamison Wells to round out the receiving corps. 

Running backs Akeem Daniels and Keith Harris give the Huskies 
a nice 1-2 punch, but Lynch remains the primary rushing threat. The 
Huskies bring back all five starters on the line. 


Junior defensive tackle Ken Bishop returns after recording 9.5 
tackles for loss last season, and he'll team with end Joe Windsor, who 
was third on the team with seven sacks, to help form one of the MAC’s 
best front lines. They’ll need to dominate early because there will 
be two new starters in the secondary. Free safety Dechane Durante 
and cornerback Sean Evans enjoyed excellent springs, and strong 
safety Jimmie Ward and opposite corner Marlon Moore should help 
ease some of the transition. At linebacker, the Huskies will have to 
compensate for the loss of Tyrone Clark. 

On special teams, Tyler Wedel takes over the punting duties, and 
senior Mathew Sims remains the primary kicker. Lewis is a huge 
threat in the return game. 


IMPACT PLAYER 
LJimmieWard,SS 4 /@ 


The playmaking, hard-hitting 


Last season was a joyride, but 
even so, there’s motivation because 
of the loss to Florida State in the 
Orange Bowl. With Lynch at the 
controls, more milestones are not 
only possible, they’re expected. 


Ward is the best player—and 

a possible NFL draft pick—ina 
young but loaded Northern Illinois 
secondary. 
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eS 7 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONAL TITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


0B ‘cata inch (6-0, 216, Sr.) 

FB Rob Sterling (5-10, 23), Jr.) 

RB Akeem Daniels (6-1, 184, Sr.) 
LT Tyler Loos (6-5, 282, Jr.) 

LG AldanConlan (6-3, 287, So.) 

C Andrew Ness (6-3, 286, So.) 
RG Jared Volk (6-3, 315, Sr.) 

RT Matt Krempel (6-5, 307, Sr.) 
TE Luke Eakes (6-3, 250, Jr.) 

WR Da'RonBrown (6-0, 194, Jr.) 
WR Tommylee Lewis (5-7, 155, Jr.) 
I ENSE 

DE George Rainey (6-2, 222, Sr.) 
DT Ken Bishop (6-1, 308, Sr.) 

DT Donovan Gordan (6-0, 275, Jr.) 
DE Joe Windsor (6-0, 236, Sr.) 
OLB Jamaal Bass (5-10, 225, Jr.) 
MLB Boomer Mays (6-0, 230, So.) 
OLB Michael Santacaterina (5-10, 210, Jr.) 
CB Marlon Moore (5-9, 180, So.) 
CB Sean Evans (5-10, 174, Sr.) 

FS Dechane Durante (6-2, 196, Jr.) 
SS Jimmie Ward (5-11, 192, Sr.) 


K Mathew Sims (5-11, 180, Jr.) 
P_ Tyler Wedel (5-11, 186, So.) 


AREGEROS TURNER, RB 
The 5-10, 170-pound scatback from Ohio chose the 
Huskies over a host of BCS offers such as Cincinnati, 
Illinois, Kentucky, Purdue and Tennessee, 


@ » JORDANHUFF,RB 
The 5-10, 190-pound Alabaman teams with Turner to 
forma very good duo of tailback signees in this class. 


MYCIAL ALLEN, WR 
The Detroit product has good size (6-1, 185) andis 
anexcellent possession receiver whois able to move 
the chains. 


» BLAKEHOLDER, WR 
The in-state signee is a big target, measuring 6-2 and 
190 pounds, and he averaged more than 20 yards per 
catch in high school. 


» ROBERT JONES, LB 
Northern Illinois went down to Florida to recruit this 
undersized (6-0, 205) linebacker who is very quick off 
theedge. 
—Brian Perroni 


DANIELS: CARLOS OSORIO / AP 


OWENS: DAVID RICHARD / AP 
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PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB Terrance Owens (6-4, 205, Sr.) 
RB David Fluellen (6-0, 205, Sr.) 
LT Josh Hendershot (6-4, 295, Jr.) 
LG Jeff Myers (6-3, 290, Jr.) 
C ZacKerin (6-5, 300, Sr.) 
RG Greg Mancz (6-5, 300, Jr.) 
RT Chase Nelson (6-8, 335, Jr.) 
TE Alex Zmolik (6-5, 245, So.) 
WR Alonzo Russell (6-4, 190, So.) 
WR Justin Olack (6-4, 220, Jr.) 
WR Bernard Reedy (5-9, 175, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Jayrone Elliott (6-3, 240, Sr.) 

DT Orion Jones (6-2, 285, So.) 

DT Elijah Jones (6-2, 295, Sr.) 

DE Christian Smith (6-2, 260, Sr.) 
OLB Vladimir Emilien (6-1, 215, Sr.) 
MLB Chase Murdock (6-0, 215, So.) 
OLB Junior Sylvestre (6-0, 222, Jr.) 

CB Cheatham Norrils (6-0, 195, Jr.) 

CB Chris Dukes (5-9, 185, Sr.) 

FS Danny Larkins (5-1, 190, Fr.) 

SS_ Ross Madison (6-1, 200, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Jeremiah Detmer (5-8, 170, Jr.) 
P Vince Penza (6-1, 201, Sr.) 

~~ Sporting News All-American 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


‘L > RODNEY ADAMS, WR 

The 6-1, 172-pound Floridian was a huge get for the 
Rockets. The four-star prospect had previously been 
committed to Florida. 


@ » DELANDO JOHNSON, ATH 

The 6-2, 190-pound four-star defender from Maryland 
could play either safety or linebacker at Toledo—he has 
the size and speed to fit either spot. 


3 > JORDAN MARTIN, ATH 

The 6-2, 198-pound athlete was yet another solid pickup 
for the Rockets from the state of Maryland. He likely 
projects to play safety or linebacker. 


4 > MICHAELJULIAN, QB 

The 6-5, 180-pound dual-threat quarterback from 
South Carolina chose Toledo over a couple of ACC and 
Big Ten programs. 


SS » KENNEDY FRAZIER, S 


Anotherin a strong group of signees from Maryland, the 
6-2, 180-pound Frazier has very good speed for his size. 


—Brian Perroni 


TERRANCEOWENS Se , 

There’s a “that’s more like it” feeling at Toledo. Three years ago 
the program was sinking. Over the past three years, however, Toledo 
is 26-13, including a 20-4 record in the MAC. That includes three 
straight bowl appearances. The objective now is to win the elusive 
MAC championship. The Rockets return 16 starters, including an 
offense that features five All-MAC players and quarterback Terrance 
Owens, who has 17 starts over the last three years. The biggest 
question is defense, where coach Matt Campbell must find a way to 
adjust to the loss of eight starters, including Dan Molls, who led the 
nation in tackles last season. 


OFFENSE 

Owens, who split time with Austin Dantin the past three seasons, 
will run the offense without looking over his shoulder. Owens has 
thrown 45 touchdowns against just 16 interceptions, and he has 
completed 64.3 percent of his passes. David Fluellen blossomed as a 
runner last season with 1,498 yards and 12 touchdowns to earn first- 
team All-MAC honors. The Rockets are loaded at wide receiver, where 
Bernard Reedy had 88 receptions, 1,113 yards and six TDs in 2012. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

The defense is going through a complete overhaul after replacing 
eight starters. Senior defensive end Christian Smith is the Rockets’ most 
experienced player, but he played only seven games last season. The 
Rockets’ secondary also lost three starters. Junior Cheatham Norrils 
earned third-team All-MAC honors at cornerback and figures to be the 
emotional leader. 

On special teams, junior kicker Jeremiah Detmer earned second- 
team All-MAC honors after connecting on 24 of 29 field goals, but 
Reedy is the big weapon. He scored four touchdowns bringing back 
kicks last year—three on kickoffs and one on a punt return. He 
ranked in the top 25 nationally in yards per return in both categories. 


BOTTOM LINE 
The Rockets have the offensive weapons to reach the MAC title 

game and win it. The questions 

is, will they stub their toe while 

the defense matures as a group? 

It wouldn’t be a surprise if Toledo 

won its first outright league 

championship since 2004, but it 

also wouldn’t be a shock to see the 

Rockets finish 7-5. 


IMPACT PLAYER 
| Alonzo Russell, WR / /@ 


Amatchup nightmare at 6-4 


and 190 pounds, Russell has elite- 
level athletic ability and can catch 
the ball in traffic or go upfield. 


Follow Sporting News on Twitter @sportingnews 


2013 SCHEDULE 


TOLEDO 


ROCKETS 


DATE OPPONENT 


A.31 @FLORIDA 
S.7 @MISSOURI 
S.14 Eastern Washington 
S.21 @CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
S.28 @BALL STATE 
0.5 Wester Michigan 
0.19 Navy 
0.26 @BOWLING GREEN 
N.2 Eastern Michigan 
N.12 Buffalo 
N.20 Northern Illinois 
N.29 @AKRON 

COACH 

Second year (10-4) 


Career record: 10-4 


Offensive coordinator: 
Jason Candle (second year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Tom Matukewicz (second year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 9-4 

Lost to Utah State in the 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl, 41-15 
Stadium: Glass Bowl (26,248) 
Tickets: 419-530-GOLD 

Site: Toledo, Ohio 

Online: utrockets.com 
Twitter: @toledorockets 


What's not to like about a team 
that returns seven offensive starters 
and finished 9-4 overall and 6-2 in 
the MAC? 

Quarterack Keith Wenning has 
the advantage of familiarity in his 
third year as a full-time starter. 

He passed for 3,095 yards and 24 
TDs last season. Wenning has two 
big-play receivers who can stretch 
the defense. Willie Snead made the 
Biletnikoff Award watch list, and 
his 117 career receptions rank 12th 
in school history. Jamil Smith is a 
speedster who doubles as a punt 
and kickoff return specialist. Ball 
State likes to feed tight end Zane 
Fakes in the red zone. Running 
backs Jahwan Edwards (1,410 
yards, 14 TDs) and Horactio 

Banks (586, 4) are among the best 
running back tandems in the MAC. 
Wenning has the playmakers, but 
he won't have the luxury of playing 
behind an experienced offensive 
line, which replaces four starters. 

Ohio State transfer Jonathan 
Newsome, who recorded 8.5 sacks 
last season, anchors a defense that 
will probably struggle early, The 
defensive line got pushed around 
last year and could use some more 
bulk upfront. All three starting 
linebackers have to be replaced. 

But there’s a safety net in the 
secondary, which returns everyone 
except strong safety Jarrett Swaby. 
Cornerback Eric Patterson plays 
more like a strong safety. Jeffery 
Garrett and J.C. Wade also will help 
asecondary that ranked 12th in the 
conference in interceptions. 

Ball State played the field position 
game better than anyone in the 
MAC in 2012. Both punter Scott 
Kovanda and kicker Steven Schott 
are gone, but senior Scott Secor 
won the kicking duties in the spring 
while sophomore Kyle Schmidt is 
the new punter. Pete Lembo, one of 
the more underrated coaches in the 
country, took a program that was in 
the MAC West cellar and elevated 
it toa nine-win season. The next 
step is winning the MAC, a goal that 
would have been more plausible 
with experienced linebackers. 


BALL STATE 


N 

2013 SCHEDULE 

A.29 Illinois State 
S.7 Amy 
S14 @NORTH TEXAS 
S.21 @EASTERN MICHIGAN 
S.28 Toledo 
0.5 VIRGINIA 
0.12 Kent State 
0.19 (WESTERN MICHIGAN 
0.26 @AKRON 
N.6 Central Michigan 
N.13 @NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
N.29 Miami (OH) 
COACH 

Pete Lembo 

Third year (15-10) 

Career record: 94-46 

Offensive coordinator: 

Rich Skrosky (third year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Jay Bateman (third year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD; 9-4 

Lost to UCFin the 

Beef O'Brady's Bowl, 38-17 

Stadium: Scheumann Stadium (22,500) 
Tickets: 886-BSU-TICKET 

Site: Muncie, Ind. 

Online: ballstatesports.com 

Twitter: @BSUCardsFB 
PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Keith Wenning (6-3, 220, Sr.) 
RB Jahwan Edwards (5-10, 230, Jr.) 
LT Matthew Page (6-6, 300, Sr.) 
LG Jalen Schlachter (6-6, 317, So.) 
C Jacob Richard (6-1, 285, Sr.) 
RG Jordan Hansel (6-4, 326, Sr.) 
RT Drake Miller (6-4, 289, So.) 
TE Zane Fakes (6-3, 237, Sr.) 
WR Willie Snead (5-1, 193, Jr.) 
WR Jamil Smith (5-8, 140, Sr.) 
WR Connor Ryan (6-1, 194, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Jonathan Newsome (6-3, 236, Sr.) 
DT Nathan Ollie (6-1, 295, Sr.) 

DT Joel Cox (6-1, 288, Sr.) 
DE Nick Miles (6-2, 265, Jr.) 

OLB Julian Boyd (6-2, 220, Jr.) 

MLB Ben Ingle (6-0, 224, Jr.) 

OLB Christopher Calloway (5-11, 202, Jr.) 
CB Eric Patterson (5-10, 193, Jr.) 
CB Jeffery Garrett (6-0, 186, Sr.) 
FS J.C. Wade (5-10, 195, Sr.) 

SS Brian Jones (5-10, 195, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Scott Secor (5-8, 166, Sr.) 
P KyleSchmidt (6-2, 228, So.) 
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CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
iii 


i, 


Central Michigan needs to find 
a quarterback. Ryan Radcliffis 
gone so Cody Kater, Alex Niznak 
and Cooper Rush competed in the 
spring with Kater holding a slight 
edge. The race will continue in 
training camp. Titus Davis had 
860 yards and eight TDs, but the 
Chippewas need other receivers 
to emerge as realistic threats 
with Cody Wilson gone. Central 
Michigan managed consistent 
production in the running game 
last season. A lot of that had to do 
with Zurlon Tipton, who finished 
fifth in the MAC with 1,492 
rushing yards and 19 TDs. Saylor 
Lavallii and Anthony Garland also 
are expected to get more carries. 
The Chippewas return two starters 
on the line in left guard Andy 
Phillips, who has 18 career starts, 
and center Nick Beamish, who 
started all 13 games as a freshman, 
The competition in the spring was 
heated, with nine players fighting 
for the three remaining spots. 

Linebacker should be another 
solid spot with the return of three 
players with starting experience 
in outside linebackers Shamari 
Benton and Cody Lopez and middle 
linebacker Justin Cherocci. The 
line is starting over at end with 
the losses of Caesar Rodriguez, Joe 
Kinville and Steve Winston, but 
Leterrius Walton and Jabari Dean 
return inside. In the secondary, 
the Chippewas can count on senior 
Avery Cunningham at free safety 
and junior Jason Wilson and Jarret 
Chapman at the corners. The 
strong safety position, vacated by 
the departure of Jahleel Addae, is 
up for grabs. One answer could be 
sophomore Denzel Wimberly or 
redshirt freshman Jordan Fields. 

Dan Enos and his coaches 
appeared to get the program 
moving in the right direction last 
season. The running game hasa 
chance to be productive, but the 
passing game has to develop for 
the Chippewas to have a balanced 
offense, The early portion of 
Central Michigan’s schedule, which 
includes trips to Michigan and N.C. 
State, is rugged. 


Zz 


2013 SCHEDULE 

DATE OPPONENT 
AJ @MICHIGAN 
S.7 New Hampshire 
S.14 @UNLV 
S.21 Toledo 
S.28 @NORTH CAROLINA STATE 
0.5 @MIAMI (OH) 
0.12 @OHIO 
0.19 Northern Illinois 
N.6 @BALL STATE 
N.16 @WESTERN MICHIGAN 
N.23 Massachusetts 
N.29 Eastern Michigan 

COACH 

Dan Enos 

Fourth year (13-24) 

Career record: 13-24 

Offensive coordinator: 

Mike Cummings (fourth year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Joe Tumpkin (fourth year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD:7-6 

Beat Western Kentucky in the 

Little Caesar’s Bowl, 24-2) 

Stadium: Kelly/Shorts Stadium (32,885) 

Tickets: 888-347-3872 


Site: Mount Pleasant, Mich, 
Online: cmuchippewas.com 
Twitter: @CMUathletics 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB Cody Kater (6-3, 220, Jr.) 
RB Zurlon Tipton (6-1, 219, Sr.) 
LT Ramadan Ahmeti (6-7, 300, So.) 
LG Andy Phillips (6-3, 306, Jr.) 
C Nick Beamish (6-3, 305, So.) 
RG Cody Petit (6-3, 300, Sr.) 
RT Kevin Henry (6-4, 306, Jr.) 
TE BenMcCord (6-4, 243, So.) 
WR Titus Davis (6-2, 190, Jr.) 
WR Courtney Williams (6-1, 212, Jr) 
WR Andrew Flory (6-0, 182, So.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Blake Serpa (6-3, 250, So) 
DT Leterrius Walton (6-5, 300, Jr.) 
DT Jabari Dean (6-2, 288, So.) 
DE Kenny McClendon (6-2, 250, Sr.) 
OLB Shamari Benton (6-0, 223, Sr.) 
MLB Justin Cherocci (6-0, 23), Jr.) 
OLB Cody Lopez (6-1, 217, Jr.) 
CB Jason Wilson (6-0, 174, Jr.) 
CB Jarret Chapman (6-0, 194, Sr.) 
FS AveryCunningham (6-0, 203, Sr.) 
SS Denzel Wimberly (5-10, 201, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Connor Gagnon (6-1, 198, Sr.) 
P Richie Hogan (6-2, 207, Sr.) 


Frias 
2013 SCHEDULE 

A.30 @MICHIGAN STATE 
$7 Nicholls State 
S.14 @NORTHWESTERN 
5.21 @IOWA 
$.28 Kent State 
0.5 @TOLEDO 
0.12 Buffalo 
0.19 Ball State 
0.26 @MASSACHUSETTS 
N.9 @EASTERN MICHIGAN 
N16 Central Michigan 
N.26 @NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
COACH 

P.J. Fleck 

First year 

Offensive coordinator: 

Kirk Ciarrocca (first year) 

Defensive coordinator: 


Ed Pinkham (first year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 4-8 

Stadium: Waldo Stadium (30,200) 
Tickets: 888-4-WMU-TIX 

Site: Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Online: wmubroncos.com 
Twitter: @kananm| 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Tyler Van Tubbergen (6-3, 198, Sr.) 
RB DareyonChance (5-5, 169, Sr.) 
LT Terry Davisson (6-5, 301, Sr.) 
LG James Kristof (6-3, 296, So.) 
C_ NickRoach (6-3, 304, Fr.) 
RG Jon Hoffing (6-4, 285, Jr.) 
RT Taylor Moton (6-5, 291, Fr.) 
TE Clark Mussman (6-3, 233, Sr.) 
WR Josh Schaffer (6-2, 219, Sr.) 
WR Jaime Wilson (5-11, 196, So.) 
WR Justin Collins (6-2, 212, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Cory Sueing (6-4, 258, Sr.) 

DT Travonte Boles (5-11,290, Sr.) 

DT David Curie (6-4, 275, Fr.) 

DE Cleveland Smith (6-1, 233, So.) 
OLB Terry Easmon (6-1, 225, Sr.) 
MLB Desmond Bozeman (6-0, 220, Sr.) 
OLB Kyle Lark (6-0, 230, Sr.) 

CB Donald Celiscar (5-1, 183, Jr.) 

CB Garrett Smith (5-9, 170, Jr.) 

FS Johnnie Simon (6-0, 197, Sr.) 

SS Justin Currie (6-2, 204, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Andrew Haldeman (5-10, 168, So.) 
P J. Schroeder (6-0, 205, So.) 


WESTERN MICHIGAN 


Tyler Van Tubbergen returns as 
starting quarterback for Western 
Michigan after filling in for Alex 
Carder for most of the season. 

Van Tubbergen, a senior, had 

an up-and-down 2012 season, 
especially against the MAC’s better 
teams. The Broncos’ passing game 
still finished third in pass offense 
because ofa talented array of 
receivers led by sophomore Jaime 
Wilson and senior Josh Schaffer, 

A trio of seniors make up the 
backfield, including Dareyon 
Chance (947 yards, 4 TDs), Brian 
Fields (359 yards) and Antoin 
Scriven (125 yards, 7 TDs). Four 
offensive linemen who combined 
for 94 start must be replaced. Left 
tackle Terry Davisson is the only 
returning starter, and he could be 
moved to center. 

Improvement on defense isn’t 
merely expected, it’s mandated 
in PJ. Fleck’s first season as head 
coach, The Broncos are moving 
froma 3-4 toa 4-3, and there was 
marked improvement in the pass 
rush during the spring. Western 
Michigan has developed some 
depth in the secondary and line, 

Both ends must be replaced, but 
nose guard Travonte Boles, who 
recorded 9.5 tackles for loss, is 
back. Defensive ends Cory Sueing 
and Cleveland Smith nailed down 
starting roles in the spring, but 
true freshman Khairi Bailey could 
be a star at that position. Another 
player to watch is returning middle 
linebacker Desmond Bozeman, 
who registered 90 total tackles. 
Cornerback Donald Celiscar leads 
the secondary. 

There aren't many questions 
about special teams with the 
return of two kickers in Andrew 
Haldeman and Jesse Boulnemour 
along with punter J. Schroeder. 

If Fleck, who took over for 
longtime coach Bill Cubit, cleans 
up the turnover woes of last 
season, the Broncos have a chance 
to be successful. It’s a transition 
year for the defense as the pass 
rush improves. Meanwhile, the 
offense has a chance to carry the 
team. 


(oN 


2013 SCHEDULE 

A.31 Howard 
S7 @PENN STATE 
S.14 @RUTGERS 
S.21 Ball State 
0.5 @BUFFALO 
0.12 @ARMY 
0.19 Ohio 
0.26 @NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
N.2 @TOLEDO 
NO Western Michigan 
N.23 Bowling Green 
N.29 @CENTRAL MICHIGAN 

COACH 

Ron English 

Fifth year (10-38) 

Career record: 10-38 

Offensive coordinator: 

Stan Parrish (first year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD; 2-10 

Stadium: Rynearson Stadium (30,200) 

Tickets: 734-487-2282 

Site: Ypsilanti, Michigan 

Online: emueagles.com 

Twitter: @emuathletics 
PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Tyler Benz (6-3, 215, Jr.) 
RB Bronson Hill (5-10, 208, Jr.) 
LT Lincoln Hansen (6-6, 301, Jr.) 
LG Josh Woods (6-4, 285, Jr.) 

C Jordan Erbes (6-5, 282, Jr.) 
RG Campbell Allison (6-6, 316, Jr.) 
RT Bobby McFadden (6-7, 303, Jr.) 
TE Tyreese Russell (6-3, 242, Jr.) 
WR Donald Scott (5-8, 160, Sr.) 
WR Dustin Creel (6-2, 205, So.) 
WR Demarius Reed (5-10, 161, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE KalonjiKashama (6-4, 270, Sr.) 
DT Travis Linser (6-4, 288, Jr.) 
DT CyMaughmer (6-2, 278, Jr.) 
DE OmarMcFarlane (6-1, 250, So.) 
OLB Hunter Matt (6-1, 225, So.) 
MLB Tim Brown (6-0, 218, Jr.) 
OLB Sean Kurtz (5-11, 224, Sr.) 
CB Darius Scott (5-8, 160, Jr.) 
CB Kirkland Bryant (5-9, 177, So.) 
FS Donald Coleman (6-0, 205, Sr.) 
SS Pudge Cotton (6-1, 218, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Dylan Mulder (6-0, 186, So.) 
P Owen Dubiel (6-0, 205, Jr.) 


EASTERN MICHIGAN TN MCHIGAN 


Junior b mee is Benz was the 
starting quarterback in the spring, 
but that could change when 
freshman Brogan Roback arrives in 
the fall. Roback, a four-star recruit 
and one of the most anticipated 
players in Eastern Michigan 
history, could be poised to make 
his debut early. There’s hope he can 
change the Eagles fortunes quickly. 
Whoever is behind center has the 
luxury of handing off to tailback 
Bronson Hill, a big-play threat who 
averaged 6.6 yards per carry. He 
logged 140 carries for 905 yards 
and six touchdowns. After losing 
Garrett Hoskins, the receiving 
corp needs a boost. Donald Scott, 
Dustin Creel and Demarius Reed 
all must elevate their games. Two 
starters return on the line: guard 
Campbell Allison and tackle Bobby 
McFadden. 

Eastern Michigan returns 
three starters on the defensive 
line, including tackles Travis 
Linser and Cy Maughmer, and end 
Kalonji Kashama, who recorded 
30 tackles and three sacks. The 
back seven has to be rebuilt with 
three new starters at linebacker 
and two in the secondary, and 
returning cornerback Darius 
Scott started just seven games and 
recorded two tackles. Free safety 
Donald Coleman, who was second 
on the team in tackles with 88, is 
the anchor, but the coaching staff 
hopes junior Pudge Cotton finally 
reaches his potential at strong 
safety. The three projected starters 
at linebacker—Hunter Matt, Sean 
Kurtz and Tim Brown—combined 
for 46 total tackles in 2012. 

Coach Ron English’s fifth year 
could be of the make-or-break 
variety. English likely will be 
working for a new athletic director 
by the time training camp begins. 
The problem is the Eagles are at 
leasta year from making noise. 
Roback has the potential to bea 
program-changer, but the defense 
is going to need time to grow. 
English likely has to get at least 
bowl-eligible or another coach may 
benefit from his groundwork in 
2014. 
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1 Call us crazy, but we see 
eel Boise State winning the 

conference. We know! Crazy. 

By the way, flipping off the Big 
East was a brilliant move. 


_ DEREKCARR 
BRESNO STATE 


We 
FRESNO Stare 


Boise State remains to continue its 
domination—and all is good in the MWC 


By Steve Carp Law Vegas Review-Journal 


Inthe Mountain West, the big story is who 
remains rather than who left. 

Boise State and San Diego State flirted with 
joining what was known as the Big East Confer- 
ence (now American Athletic Conference). But 
inthe end, the Broncos and Aztecs decided to 
stay put. Boise State, in particular, made out 
nicely, as ESPN will televise all its games, which 
gives the Broncos great national exposure. 

But it also means enhanced exposure for the 
entire league; part of the ESPN deal is that 
other Mountain West teams will also get some 
airtime, even if Boise State isn't the opponent. 

That's big for the coaches who no longer 
have to go into a recruit’s living room and 
explain what “The Mountain” is. The conference 
no longer has its own network, which folded. 

In addition to retaining Boise State and 
SDSU, the Mountain West will have Utah State 
and San Jose State in what is now a12-team, 
two-division league. But both the Aggies and the 
Spartans are bringing new head coaches with 
them after winning seasons in the Western Ath- 
letic Conference in 2012. Gary Andersen bolted 
Logan for Wisconsin and Mike Macintyre left the 
Bay Area for Colorado. Taking over at Utah State 
is Aggies offensive coordinator Matt Wells, while 
former University of San Diego head coach Ron 
Caragher replaced Macintyre in San Jose. 

But the biggest coaching changes in Reno, 
where longtime Nevada head coach Chris Ault 


wild. Yes, even though 
Nevada has a rebuilt offensive 
line. Yes, even without stud 
tailback Stefphon Jefferson to 
take the pressure off. Fajardo 
is one of the best running OBs 
in the land, period, 


Cody Fajardo will run 4 San Jose State has 

feed many good pieces back 
in the puzzle, but the Spartans 
will learn that the difference 
between the WAC and this 
league is no joke. 


decided 28 years was enough time served 
directing the Wolf Pack. Brian Polian, who was 
the special-teams coordinator at Texas A&M, 
will try to move Nevada up in the standings, 
where Fresno State and San Diego State figure 
to battle for the West Division title. Having 
quarterback Derek Carr back for his senior 
season gives the Bulldogs a leg up on the 
Aztecs, who led the league in rushing defense 
last season, allowing opponents just 133.5 yards 
per game on the ground. 

Carr threw for 315 yards per game last year 
and was the MWC's Offensive Player of the 
Year. He has great weapons to throw to, led by 
sophomore wide receiver Davante Adams, the 
league's reigning Freshman of the Year. 

Inthe Mountain Division, Boise State will 
be the team to beat. That's no surprise given 
the program's continued success under coach 
Chris Petersen. While the Broncos adjusted to 
life after standout QB Kellen Moore—and the 
offense wasn't as high-octane in 2012 as it was 
inyears past—BSU clamped down defensively, 
leading the conference in total defense. 

Utah State is worth keeping track of. The 
Aggies may have anew man in charge, but 
many of the components that led to their 11-2 
season and WAC title remain in place. Also, 
teams that haven't made the trip to Romney 
Stadium in a while will get a rude awakening— 
it's a tough place to get to and play in. 


Basically. everybody's 
4 back for UNLV. That 
means head coach Bobby 
Hauck has one more year to 
get it done. He's 6-32 thus 
far. Yikes. 


CARR: DON RYAN / AP 


FALES: GEORGE NIKITIN / AP; KEETON: GEORGE FREY / AP 


RATING THE MOUNTAIN WEST 


» FASTEST RECEIVER 

Davante Adams, fresno State 

Knows how to get separation from pesky OBs. 

> BEST HANDS 

Matt Millar, WR, Boise State 

Was Broncos quarterback Joe Southwick's favorite 
target as a sophomore. 

» BEST PASSING 8 

Derek Carr, Fresno State 

Threw for more than 4,000 yards last year, No 
other Mountain West quarterback threw for even 
3,000. 

» MOST ELUSIVE DB 

Cody Fajardo, Nevada 

OK, he's not Colin Kaepernick, but he ran for more 
than 1,000 yards last year. 

» BESTINSTINCTS 

Bratt Smith, 18, Wyoming 

When he's healthy, the Cowboys’ leader drives 
opposing defenses crazy. 

> BEST ATHLETE 

Chuckie Keaton, 08, Utah State 

He finds ways to keep plays alive and move the 
chains, 

> BEST UNDER PRESSURE 

David Falas, (18. San Jose State 

His ability to keep his cool helped the Spartans win 
a school-record II games last year. 


> TOP NFL PROSPECT 

Darek Carr, 08. Fresno State 

With his big arm and pedigree, he will find himself 
playing somewhere on Sundays. 

» TOP IMPACT FROSH 

Christian Tago, | 8, San Jose State 

Played five positions in high school; he's a starting 
linebacker in college. 

» HARDEST HITTER 

Shag Ball, (8, Colorado State 

Had four total takeaways last year. 

> BESTPASS RUSHER 

Damarcus Lawrenca, DE, Boise State 

He led the conference in sacks as a sophomore; 
imagine what he'll do as a junior. 

> BESTINTERVIEW 

Bob Davia, head coach. New Mexico 

All those years as a TV analyst served him well 


when he decided to return to the sidelines last year. 


» BEST GAME-DAY COACH 

Chris Patersan, Boise State 

As good as there is in the college game when it 
comes to making adjustments. 

» BEST RECRUITER 

Tim DeRuyter, Fresno State 

The San Joaquin Valley is actually very nice and he 
knows how to sell kids on it. 

» MOST INTIMIDATING STADIUM 

Bronco Stadium, Boise State 

It's not just the blue “SmurfTurf.” The fans are loud 
and right on top of you and the home team's pretty 
good too. 


RECRUITING ROUNDUP by Brian McLaughlin 


1> BOISESTATE The Broncos always dive into 
Texas and California to nab those underrated recruits 
who have a chip on their shoulder about not getting an 
offer from an in-state BCS school. 

2 > SANDIEGO STATE The Aztecs landed QB Darryl 
Richardson out of Florida, and don't be surprised if he’s 
ripping up the competition in a couple of years, 

3 > HAWAII Along with plucking the best talent from 
the islands, Hawaii did a good job of getting California 
players. 

4 » FRESNOSTATE The Bulldogs went heavy-duty 
with juco players and also signed several nice wide 
receivers to go with two QBs. 

5 » COLORADOSTATE Theskill-position players in 
this class, such as RB Kapri Bibbs, are impressive. 

6 > AIRFORCE Being aservice academy, the Falcons 
recruit a bit differently—but these days they're getting 
players who have multiple offers. 

‘7 » NEW MEXICO TheLobos went to Texas fora 
good bit of their class this year, and they were also able 
to get some speed. 

8 > UNLV The Rebels should be proud of luring 
players like linebacker D.J. Moffitt to the program. He 


ALL-MOUNTAIN WEST 
OFFENSE 

QB Derek Carr, $ 

RB Adam Muema, Jr) San Dayo Stata 
RB Kasey Carrier, Sr, New Mexico 

OL Matt Paradis, Sr, Soise State 

OL Eric Schultz, § 

OL Weston Misa Sr. Colorado State 

OL Austin Wentworth, So. Fresno State 

OL Tyler Larsen, Sr, Utah State 

TE Marcel Jensen, State 
WR Matt Millar, Jr, Boise State 

WHR Davante Adams, So.. Fresno 


DEFENSE 

DE Demarcus Lawrence, Jr, Boise § 
DT Tyeler Davison, Jr. fresno State 
DT Travis Raciti, 


De cee aS, Nevada 
LB dake Faly, Jr. San Diego State 
LB 


LB dake Doughty, Sr, Utah Stat 

CB cesleeien San Jose State 
CB Shaq Ball, Sr. Colorado State 

S Nat Berhe, Sr.. San Diego State 

S — Derron Smith, Jr. Fresno State 
SPECIALISTS 

K Nolan Kohorst, § 

PF Ben Skaar, Sr, New Mexico 


had four offers from Pac-12 schools, 

9 » NEVADA The Wolf Pack like dive into 
neighboring California for talent, and that's where three 
of their best five players came from. 

10 » WYOMING A good chunk of the Cowboys’ class 
comes via the juco route. There is good size with the 
offensive linemen, plus good speed overall. 

11 » SANJOSE STATE Thisis a pretty balanced 
class overall, with the bulk of the group coming along 
the line of scrimmage. 

12 + UTAH STATE The Aggies focused on the 
offensive side of the ball, getting a solid quarterback in 
Darell Garretson and small but fast receivers. 


KEETON 


ASCENDING 


UTAH STATE 

» The Aggies may be moving 

into a newer, tougher league, 
but they are talented on both sides of 
the ball and junior quarterback Chuckie 
Keeton is a threat to hurt teams with 
his arm and his legs. The fact that 
Utah State promoted Matt Wells to 
head coach from within tells you the 
transition should be a smooth one. 


DESGENDING 


NEVADA 
= » After doing things the 

same way for years, it's 
going to take a little time for the Wolf 
Pack to get accustomed to the way new 
coach Brian Polian operates. The two 
previous times Chris Ault stepped aside 
as head coach, the program struggled. 
Nevada also has to contend with a re- 
vamped San Jose State program within 


its division—not to mention Fresno 
State and San Diego State. 


Download Sporting News’ free tablet app for the iPad Hi] 


BRONCOS 


A.31 @WASHINGTON 
S7 Tennessee-Martin 
$.13 AirForce 
S.20 (@FRESNO STATE 
S.28 Southern Miss 
0.12 @UTAH STATE 
0.19 Nevada 
0.25 @BYU 
N.2 @COLORADO STATE 
N.16 Wyoming 
N.23 @SAN DIEGO STATE 
N.30 New Mexico 
COACH 
Chris Petersen 


Eighth year (84-8) 


BOISE STATE 


2013 SCHEDULE 


Career record: 84-8 


Offensive coordinator: 
Robert Prince (second year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Pete Kwiatkowski (fourth year) 


FAST FACTS 


2012 RECORD; 11-2 


Beat Washington in the 


Las Vegas Bowl, 28-26 


Stadium: Bronco Stadium (37,000) 
Tickets: 208-426-4737 


Site: Boise, Idaho 


Online: broncosports.com 
Twitter: @BroncoSportsFB 


Fora while, no one was sure 
where home would be for coach 

Chris Petersen’s program. The Big 

East beckoned. The Mountain West 
tried to convince Boise State to stay put. 
Ultimately, though, the Broncos decided 
going to Las Vegas made more sense than New 
Orleans to play Tulane and chose to remain in the 
Mountain West. 

It’s going to reap big exposure benefits for a 
program that already has a national following. ESPN 
will televise all of BSU’s games and that makes it a 
much easier sell to recruits than trying to explain to 
them what the now-defunct “The Mountain” cable 
network is. 

Now that the future has been settled, it’s time for 
Petersen and the Broncos to focus on the present. 
Boise State will be heavily favored to win the six-team 
Mountain Division after sharing the conference 
title with Fresno State and San Diego State last year 
in what was a 10-team MWC. Even though seven 
starters were lost from the offense and the defense 
shed six, there is enough depth to allow those 
who’ve been waiting in the wings to show they can 
contribute. 

The Broncos have been to the MAACO Bowl 
Las Vegas the last three years. But they have loftier 
goals and are looking to get back in the BCS picture 
for the first time since 2009 when Boise State was 
in the Fiesta Bowl. And as long as the Broncos don’t 
stumble along the way, they could very well find 
themselves making plans to play somewhere other 
than Vegas come December. 


OFFENSE 

Quarterback Joe Southwick was under the 
microscope last year as Kellen Moore's heir apparent 
and he responded pretty well. The senior completed 
66.8 percent of his passes during his junior season, 
throwing for 2,730 yards and 19 touchdowns. Yes, he 
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DEMARCUS LAWRENCE 


was intercepted seven times and he 
didn’t have the luxury of handing the 
ball off to a future NFL running back 
the way Moore did with Doug Martin. 

But Boise State still averaged 30.2 points 
last season in going 11-2, so Southwick must 

have been doing something right. 

Southwick has some talented people to throw to, 
including Matt Miller and Kirby Moore, who were 
Boise State’s top two receivers last year. Petersen likes 
to put pressure on opposing defenses by spreading 
them out and picking them apart. So, if Southwick 
gets time to throw, he’s likely headed for a big 
senior season. The question is whether Boise State’s 
revamped offensive line can protect him consistently. 
Center Matt Paradis and left tackle Charles Leno 
Jr. are the lone returning starters up front, so there 
will be opportunities for some of the redshirts and 
reserves to get playing time and help keep Southwick 
upright. 

The Broncos also have to replace running back 
D.J. Harper, who rushed for 1,137 yards and scored 
15 touchdowns in 2012. Sophomore Jay Ajayi, who 
averaged 6.7 yards per carry as a freshman, will get a 
chance to carry a bigger workload in the backfield as 
the Broncos look to continue displaying a balanced 
attack. 


DEFENSE 

Opposing teams struggled to move the ball against 
Boise State in 2012, particularly through the air—the 
Broncos surrendered just 169.5 yards a game in 
a pass-happy conference last season. Part of the 
reason for that is pass-rushing skills of defensive end 
Demarcus Lawrence that produced 9.5 sacks and 13.5 
tackles for loss in 2012. Throw in Tyler Horn’s five 
sacks and Sam Ukwuachu’s 4.5 sacks—plus Ricky 
Tjong-A-Tjoe’s 4.5 tackles for loss—and that’s a lot of 
pressure for opposing quarterbacks to deal with. 

The other portion of the equation is the play in the 


LAWRENCE: BRIAN LOSNESS / USA TODAY SPORTS 


secondary, where safeties Darian Thompson and Jeremy Ioane 
had three interceptions apiece and combined for 113 tackles (70 
registered by Ioane). They can run with anyone. 

Boise State will miss departed linebackers J.C. Percy and 
Tommy Smith, who were among the team’s top three tacklers in 
2012. But Blake Renaud is back and freshman Darren Lee could 
come in and contribute right away. 

The Broncos may always capture the public’s imagination 
with their high-octane offense, but the reality is they enjoy 
consistent success because of their ability to play good defense. 
That trend will continue in 2013. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

If there’s a weakness in Boise State’s program, it’s the lack ofa 
consistent kicking game. Michael Frisina was 15-for-20 on field- 
goal tries last year, but one of those 15 makes was a 27-yarder 
against Washington that propelled BSU to a 28-26 win in the 
MAACO Bowl. Frisina has graduated so it will be a battle to see 
who inherits the job. Junior-college transfer Tyler Rausa will 
battle redshirt junior Dan Goodale for starting honors. 

Returning punter Trevor Harman, who averaged 41.2 yards 
as a junior, is an adequate weapon. But Petersen only punts 
when it’s absolutely necessary, so this has never been a real key 
position for the Broncos. 


BOTTOM LINE 

Petersen's ability consistently recruit well to Boise allows the 
program to absorb hits to the roster. If the Broncos were able to 
survive the loss of Moore, Martin and Tyler Shoemaker in 2012, 
they can certainly stay successful with the current group. 

Boise State has also become accustomed to being the team 
every opponent points to on its schedule. It has embraced the 
responsibility that comes with being a conference’s marquee 
program, and when you mix in Petersen and his staffs ability 
to make adjustments during games, even slow starts can be 
overcome. 

Still, the bar has been set quite high at Boise. It’s up to 
Southwick and the offense to extend their reach froma year 
ago, while Lawrence and the defense will need to remain one 
of the nation’s top units for the Broncos to host the inaugural 
Mountain West Championship Game and parlay that into a BCS 
bowl bid. 


» RECRUITING REPORT 
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RATING THE RECRUITS 


This was a typical signing 


class for Boise State. It didn't 
get a lot of headlines or fanfare 
but it is stocked with blue-collar, 
physical players with a chip on 
their shoulder. Linebacker is one 
of the strongest positions in the 
class, with college-ready size and 
elite talent. Coach Chris Petersen 
also got his quarterback target in 
Phoenix's Ryan Finley. A healthy 
sprinkling of juco transfers led 
by big cornerback Mercy Maston 
of Bakersfield (Calif.) College 
shouldn't be overlooked. 

—Barton Simmons 


iL » GABE PEREZ, OLB 

A prototypical Boise State recruit, Perez is all 
of 6-4and 215 pounds and has tremendous 
athleticism. 


@ © KENDALKEYS, WR 

Helix High outside of San Diego has produced 
some big-time college prospects. The 6-2, 
190-pound Keys could be thenext big thing. 


S > TANNER VALLEJO, LB 
With size (6-3, 225) and a nose for the football, 
this Californianis a tackling machine. 


4 > DURRANT MILES, OLB 

Another linebacker with plus size (6-4, 225), from 
one of the top prep programsin Utah. 
S » AARONBALTAZAR, RB 

The 5-11, 185-pound Baltazar rushed for nearly 
2,000 yards and 23 touchdowns as a senior at 
Chula Vista (Calif.) Eastlake High, 


5-VEAR RECORD 
> 615 


IMPACT PLAYER 


The ability to cause havoc inthe 
opposing backfield is becoming 
alost artin this age of “Pistol” 
offenses and spread attacks. So 


to see Lawrence do his thing, even 
though the other team knows he’s 
coming, is always impressive. The 
6-3, 244-pound junior all-conference 
first-teamer was 18th in the nation 
and led the MWC with 9.5 sacks. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


OFFE 

» PASSING 

Joe Southwick 

GP Effic. Cmp-Att-int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 


3 1418 = 248-3717 66.8 2730 19 210.0 
» RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
Jay Ajayi Tl 82, 548 67 4 498 
» RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Ave TD Avg/G 
Matt Miller B 66 769 17 5. 592 
DEFENSE 
» TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Jeremy loane 3B 40 3 70 
PSACKS GP No. _Yards 
Demarcus Lawrence n 95 él 
P INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg 1D 
Jeremy loane 3 5 BO 1 
Darian Thompson 1; ©} 63-10 
2012 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC BOISEST.} OPP | 
SCORING 393 205 
Points Per Game 302 15.8 
FIRSTDOWNS 271 225 
Rushing We 108 
Passing 145 99 
Penalty 20 18 
RUSHING YARDAGE 7186 1900 
Yards gainedrushing 2391 2298 
Yards lost rushing 205 398 
Rushing Attempts 418 52 
Average Per Rush 46 3] 
Average Per Game 168.2 146.2 
TDs Rushing 5 20 
PASSING YARDAGE 2901 2203 
Comp-Att-Int 263-394-7 _219-376-18 
Average Per Pass 74 59 
Average Per Catch 1.0 10) 
Average Per Game 232 169.5 
TDsPassing 20 4 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5087 4103 
Total Plays 872 888 
Average Per Play 58 46 


Average Per Game 3913 315.6 
KICKRETURNS: #-YDS 27-702 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 27-281 13-76 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 18-213 753 


BOISE TE 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 
QB Joe Southwick (6-1, 202, Sr.) 
Grant Hedrick (6-0, 192, Jr.) 
RB Jay Ajayi (6-0, 215, So.) 
Jack Fields (5-9, 194, So.) 
FB Connor Peters (6-4, 250, Jr.) 
Charles Bertoli (5-11, 195, Fr.) 
OT Charles Leno Jr. (6-4, 294, Sr.) 
Chris Tozer (6-4, 311, Sr.) 
OG Spencer Gerke (6-3, 297, Sr.) 
Travis Averill (6-3, 278, Fr.) 
C Matt Paradis (6-3, 293, Sr.) 
Spencer Gerke (6-3, 296, Sr.) 
OG Jake Broyles (6-5, 299, Sr.) 
Mario Takoo (6-4, 320, Fr.) 
OT Rees Odhiambo (6-4, 309, So.) 
Avery Westendorf (6-5, 170, Fr.) 
TE Holden Huff (6-5, 221, So.) 
Gabe Linehan (6-4, 241, Sr.) 
WR Matt Miller (6-3, 218, Jr.) 
Aaron Burks (6-3, 200, Sr.) 
WR Kirby Moore (6-3, 206, Sr.) 
Dallas Burroughs (5-10, 180, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Demarcus Lawrence (6-3, 244, Jr.) 
Beau Martin (6-2, 250, Jr.) 

DT Tyler Horn (6-5, 264, Jr.) 
Armand Nance (6-0, 170, Fr.) 

NG Ricky Tjong-A-Tjoe (6-3, 303, Sr.) 
Deuce Mataele (6-3, 285, Jr.) 

DE Sam Ukwuachu (6-2, 232, So.) 
Kharyee Marshall (6-2, 230 Sr.) 

LB Blake Renaud (6-2, 249, Jr.) 
Ben Weaver (6-0, 226, Fr.) 

LB Tyler Gray (6-4, 223, So.) 
Travis Sexton (6-1, 221, Jr.) 

CB Bryan Douglas (5-9, 170, Jr.) 
Chaz Anderson (5-10, 175, Fr.) 

CB Donte Deayon (5-9, 151, So.) 
Deon'tae Florence (5-9, 168, Jr.) 

SS Jeremy loane (5-10, 189, Jr.) 
Dillon Lukehart (6-0, 199, So.) 

SS Darian Thompson (6-1, 201, So.) 
Ebo Makinde (5-10, 179, Sr.) 

FS Corey Bell (5-11, 208, Jr.) 
Jonathan Brown (5-10, 211, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Dan Goodale (5-10, 193, Jr.) 
P Trevor Harman (6-3, 207, Sr.) 


~* Sporting News All-American 

STATISTIC BOISEST.} OPP | 
KICK RETURN AVG. 26.0 205 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 10.4 58 
INTRETURN AVG. 18 16 
FUMBLES-LOST 14-9 77518 


PENALTIES-YARDS 59-556 67-542 
Average Per Game 428 47 


PUNTS-YARDS 50-1940 60-2590 
Average Per Punt 38.8 432 
Net punt average 34] 36.2 


TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 29:39 30:21 


3RD-DOWN CONV. 78/176 84/200 
3rd-Down Pct. 44% 42% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 10/22 12/24 
4th-Down Pct. 45% 50% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 38-254 10-46 
MISC YARDS 0 -0 
TDS SCORED 50 7 
FG-ATTEMPTS 15-20 6-15 
ATTENDANCE 712425 209659 
Games/AvgPerGame 6/35404 6/34943 
Neutral Site Games V/33217 


SCOREBYOTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 


Boise State 100 153 91 49 0 393 
Opponent 27730 5} 97 «=O 205 


Follow Sporting News on Twitter @sportingnews 13 


UTAH STATE 


AGGIES 


p< 


Gi 


2013 SCHEDULE 


A.29 @UTAH 
S7 @AIR FORCE 
S.14 Weber State 
S.21 @USC 
S.27 @SAN JOSE STATE 
0.4 BYU 
0.12 Boise State 
0.19 @NEW MEXICO 
N.2 Hawaii 
N.9 @UNLV 
N.23 Colorado State 
N.30 Wyoming 

COACH 

First year 

Offensive coordinator: 

Kevin McGiven (first year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Todd Orlando (first year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: Ni-2 

Beat Toledo in the 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl, 41-15 
Stadium: Romney Stadium (25,513) 
Tickets: 888-UState-] 

Site: Logan, Utah 

Online: utahstateaggies.com 
Twitter: @USUFootball 


CHUCKIEKEETON 


When Gary Andersen decided to leave for Wisconsin, the Aggies 
didn’t have to look far to find his replacement. Matt Wells was literally 
down the hall and he takes over a program that has loads of talent and is 
anxious to flex its muscles in a new league after dominating the Western 
Athletic Conference in 2012 with a perfect 6-0 league record and an 11-2 
overall finish that was capped by a resounding win over Toledo in the 
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl in Boise. 

Wells, who was Utah State’s offensive coordinator under Andersen, 
isn’t going to change a whole lot. He’s going to let talented quarterback 
Chuckie Keeton run things and make good use of the eight returning 
starters on offense and seven on defense. 


OFFENSE 

Keeton completed 68 percent of his passes during his sophomore 
season and threw for 3,373 yards and 27 touchdowns. He also ran for 619 
yards and eight TDs. He’s got a great offensive line back to block for him 
as the five starters return and senior center Tyler Larsen was a two-time 
first-team AIl-WAC selection. The Aggies also have a fine blocking tight 
end in senior D.J. Tialavea so teams that think they can blitz Keeton into 
making mistakes may have to reconsider that strategy. Travis Reynolds 
and Travis Van Leeuwen are experienced receivers and they will be the 
beneficiaries of Keeton’s arm. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

Utah State led the WAC in scoring defense last year, allowing an 
average of just 15.4 points a game. The Aggies will have a more difficult 
time stopping people in the Mountain West but they'll be an experienced 
group. Defensive ends Connor Williams and Jordan Nielsen combined 
for 11 sacks last year and linebackers Jake Doughty, Kyler Fackrell and 
Zach Vigil are the team’s three leading returning tacklers. Vigil had 5.5 
sacks last year from his inside linebacker spot while outside linebacker 
Fackrell had three interceptions. The secondary, which is anchored 
by experienced cornerback Nevin Lawson and safety Brian Suite, has 
quality depth and will give defensive coordinator Todd Orlando plenty 
of flexibility to match up in any situation. 

Nick Diaz didn’t get a lot of opportunities to kick field goals (he was 
just 10-for-13), but he was a perfect 40-for-40 on PATs so Utah State has 
areliable kicker. The Aggies do need to find a punter to replace Tyler 
Bennett, who averaged 41.9 yards 
as a senior. Junior Jaron Bentrude 
is the front-runner. 


IMPACT PLAYER 
[Zach Vigil,OLB_ 7 /@ 


Junior Vigil made 105 tackles as 
asophomore, had 5.5 sacks and 


BOTTOM LINE 

Do not go to sleep on Utah 
State. The transition from 
Andersen to Wells will be 
seamless. Expect more fireworks 
in its first year in the Mountain 
West. 


caused a lot of havoc for opposing 
offenses. At 6-2 and 23] pounds, 
he’s got a Brian Urlacher way about 
him and look for the Aggies to turn 
him loose at every opportunity. 
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‘2 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONAL TITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB Chuckie Keeton (6-2, 200, Jr.) 
RB Joe Hill (5-11, 185 Jr.) 
OT Kevin Whimpey (6-5, 300, Jr.) 
0G Jamie Markosian (6-2, 302, Sr.) 
C Tyler Larsen (6-4, 312, Sr.) 
0G Kyle Whimpey (6-6, 307, Jr.) 
OT Eric Schultz (6-4, 308, Sr.) 
TE D.J. Tialavea (6-4, 266, Sr.) 
WR Travis Reynolds (5-11, 180, Sr.) 
WR Travis Van Leeuwen (6-3, 195, Sr.) 
WR Bruce Natson (5-7, 151, So.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Jordan Nielsen (6-5, 260, So.) 
NG A.J.Pataiali’l (6-3, 307, Sr.) 
DE Connor Williams (6-2, 278, Sr.) 
LB Kyler Fackrell (6-5, 245, So.) 
LB Jake Doughty (6-0, 230, Sr.) 
LB Zach Vigil (6-2, 23), Jr.) 
LB Terrell Thompson (6-1, 220, Sr.) 
CB DevontaGlover-Wright (6-0, 170, Sr.) 
CB NevinLawson (5-10, 186, Sr.) 
S Brian Suite (6-3, 205, Jr.) 
S Maurice Alexander (6-2, 212, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Nick Diaz (5-8, 193, Jr.) 
P Jaron Bentrude (6-1, 207, Jr.) 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


Sayeronr= 


‘L > BRANDONHARRIS, LB 
The 6-3, 221-pound in-state signee could possibly grow 
into an athletic, pass-rushing defensive end. 


@ » RONALDBUTLER, WR 

The 6-0, 190-pound juco product received a lot of 
interest from the Texas Longhorns before signing with 
the Aggies. 


3 » MARWINEVANS, CB 
Anative of Wisconsin, the 6-1, 190-pound juco transfer 
chose the Aggies over a couple of Big Ten offers. 


4 » CODY BOYER, OT 
The 6-6, 265-pound in-state product is a bit raw but the 
USU coaches love his frame for the position. 


S > RYANWATSON, WR 

The 6-0, 190-pound juco wideout also played quite a 
bit of cornerback and could end up on thedefensive 
side of the ball. 


—Brian Perroni 
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2013 SCHEDULE 

A.31 Colgate 
$7 Utah State 
S.13 @BOISE STATE 
S.21 Wyoming 
S.28 @NEVADA 
0.5 @NAVY 
0.10 San Diego State 
0.26 Notre Dame 
N.2 Army 
N.8 G@NEW MEXICO 
N.21 UNLV 
N.30 @COLORADO STATE 

COACH 

Troy Calhoun 

Seventh year (47-31) 

Caises record: 47-3] 

Offensive POSS 

Clay Hendrix (seventh year) 

Blane Morgan (seventh year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Charlton Warten (second year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 6-7 

Lost to Rice in the 


Armed Forces Bowl, 33-14 
Stadium: Falcon Stadium (46,692) 
Tickets: 800-666-USAF 

Site: Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Online: goairforcefalcons.com 
Twitter: @AFFalcons 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 


QB Kale Pearson (5-9, 175, Jr.) 
FB Broam Hart (6-0, 210, Jr.) 

RB AnthonyLaCoste (5-10, 195, Sr.) 
OT Matt Rochell (6-3, 245, So.) 
0G David Lore (6-1, 250, Sr.) 

C Austin Hayes (6-2, 245, Sr.) 
0G Moshood Adeniji (6-2, 250, Sr.) 
OT Jerry Henry (6-6, 255, Sr.) 

TE MarcusHendricks (6-6, 235, Jr) 
WR Ty MacArthur (5-9, 175, Sr.) 
WR Sam Gagliano (5-9, 185, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 


DE Dillon Beschel (6-0, 240, Jr.) 
DL Alex Hansen (6-2, 240, So.) 
DE Riley Cannon (6-4, 245, Jr.) 
OLB Reggie Barnes (6-1, 245, So.) 
ILB Joey Nichol (6-1, 220, Jr.) 

ILB_ Connor Healy (6-0, 215, So.) 
OLB Steven Sumpter (6-2, 220, Jr.) 
CB Steffon Batts (6-0, 180, Sr.) 
CB Chris Miller (5-8, 185, Sr.) 

FS Christian Spears (5-9, 185, Jr.) 
SS Jamal Byrd (5-11, 185, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K BricetonCannada (5-9, 170, Sr.) 
P David Baska (6-0, 182, Sr.) 


=F 


A late-season fade, including 
a 33-14 loss to Rice in the Armed 
Forces Bowl, did not sit well 
with coach Troy Calhoun as his 
Falcons finished a disappointing 
2012 at 6-7. Air Force returns 
just eight starters, so a quick fix 
might not happen. How well 
the Falcons do in the Mountain 
West will determine their fate 
and whether or not there’s 
a seventh consecutive bowl 
appearance. 

Junior Kale Pearson (128 
passing yards, 49 rushing yards, 
2 TDs) gets handed the keys to 
run the triple-option offense. 

He was intercepted four times 

in 29 pass attempts last year, so 
that number has to come down. 
He'll look to hook up with senior 
receiver Ty MacArthur, who 
averaged 17 yards per reception 
on 24 grabs last season. Former 
defensive back Anthony LaCoste 
will be the primary runner and 
the Falcons will rely on center 
Austin Hayes and guard Drew 
Kerber to help create room for 
the rushers. 

Air Force has a strong 
secondary led by safety Christian 
Spears and cornerback Chris 
Miller. Corner Steffon Batts 
gives Calhoun an athletic cover 
guy. Air Force will need to be 
stingier against the run; the 
Falcons allowed 198 yards 
per game on the ground and 
registered just 17 sacks. Four 
of those were from tackle Alex 
Hansen, who should continue to 
make plays as a sophomore. 

It’s rare that you see a field 
goal from Air Force—the 
Falcons tried only 10 last year 
and made just four of those 
attempts. They do have a pretty 
good punter, however, in David 
Baska, who averaged just under 
40 yards a kick as a junior. 

With so many new faces on 
offense, the Falcons look like 
a middle-of-the-pack team, 
especially in the tough Mountain 
Division. Air Force must tackle 
trips to Boise State, Colorado 
State, New Mexico and Nevada. 
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2013 SCHEDULE 

DATE OPPONENT 
AJ @NEBRASKA 
$7 Idaho 
S.14 Northern Colorado 
S.21 @AIR FORCE 
S.28 (TEXAS STATE 
0.12 New Mexico 
0.19 Colorado State 
0.26 @SAN JOSE STATE 
N.9 Fresno State 
N16 @BOISE STATE 
N.23 Hawaii 
N.30 @UTAH STATE 

COACH 

Dave Christensen 

Fifth year (22-28) 

Career il! ais 

Offensive iaictleaiars: 

Pete Kaligis (first year) 

Jim Harding (first year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Chris Tormey (second year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 4-8 

Stadium: War Memorial Stadium (29,16)) 
Tickets: 877-WY0-FAN] 

Site: Laramie, Wyo. 

Online: gowyo.com 

Twitter: @WyomingFootball 
PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Brett Smith (6-3, 195, Jr.) 

RB Brandon Miller (6-0, 188, Sr.) 
RB DJ. May (5-11, 196, So.) 
OT Connor Rains (6-7, 318, Jr.) 
0G Jake Jones (6-3, 295, So.) 

C Albert Perez (6-1, 285, Jr.) 
OG Tyler Strong (6-3, 312, Sr.) 
OT Austin Traphagan (6-5, 308, So.) 
WR Robert Herron (5-10, 187, Sr.) 
WR Jalen Claiborne (5-9, 175, Jr.) 
WR Dominic Rufran (6-0, 185, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Sonny Puletai (6-3, 247, Jr.) 
DT Patrick Mertens (6-5, 287, Sr.) 
DT Eddie Yarborough (6-3, 253, So.) 
DE Justin Bernthaler (6-2, 256, Sr.) 
LB SilaosiHala’api'api (6-2, 240, So.) 
LB Mark Nzeocha (6-3, 230, Jr.) 
LB DevynHarris (6-3, 229, Sr.) 
CB Blair Burns (5-10, 180, Jr.) 
CB Marqueston Huff (6-0, 195, Sr.) 
FS Darrenn White (6-0, 184, Jr.) 
SS Chad Reese (5-11, 180, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Stuart Williams, (5-1, 180, Jr.) 
P TimGleeson (6-2, 185, So.) 


WYOMING 


There was some slippage in 
Laramie as Dave Christensen’s 
program went from 8-5 anda 
New Mexico Bowl appearance in 
2011 to 4-8 in 2012. A lot of the 
fallout came from a defense that 
ranked dead last in the Mountain 
West (470 yards per game). If 
the Cowboys are to get back on 
track this year, those numbers 
are going to have to improve 
significantly. 

The offense is the strength of 
this team, as junior quarterback 
Brett Smith is one of the best all- 
around players in the conference. 
The Cowboys averaged 26.8 
points last year, which put them 
in the middle of the pack. That 
number can go up a bit and, as 
long as the defense improves, 
there’s no reason this team can’t 
regain its winning ways. 

Smith can beat you with his 
arm and his legs. He racked 
up 3,085 yards in total offense 
despite missing two games due 
to injury. With experienced 
receivers Dominic Rufran, Jalen 
Claiborne and Robert Herron 
as targets, Smith should put up 
big numbers again. He also can 
utilize Brandon Miller, a senior 
who can run the ball as wellas 
catch it out of the backfield. 

Wyoming managed just 14 
sacks last season, a conference 
low. But linebacker Siaosi 
Hala’api’api showed promise as a 
freshman (57 tackles). Defensive 
end Sunny Puletasi had a pair of 
sacks and fumble recoveries and 
the junior also figures to build 
on those numbers. Wyoming’s 
secondary is very good, led by 
junior strong safety Chad Reese, 
who had three interceptions. 

Sophomore punter Tim 
Gleeson averaged 43.0 yards on 
62 attempts last year, fourth best 
in the conference. 

Wyoming is more in need of 
a couple of tweaks rather than a 
complete overhaul. Things are 
not as bad as they seem and there 
appears to be enough players in 
the program who know how to 
win to get back to a bowl. 
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» NEWMEXICO &2 


Coonan st COLORADO STATE @ 


Jim McElwain’s first year in 
Fort Collins produced a 4-8 record 
that was a slight improvement over 
the 3-9 mark of 2011. The Rams 
won three of their last five games, 
including a 24-20 home win over 
New Mexico in the season finale. 
That positive momentum, along 
with 15 returning starters, should 
serve as motivation this season. 

The Rams have an 
embarrassment of riches in their 
offensive backfield with seasoned 
backs Donnell Alexander (587 
yards, 4 TDs), Chris Nwoke (570, 
2) Tommey Morris (5.0 yards per 
carry) and junior-college transfer 
Kapri Bibbs. Whether it’s Garrett 
Grayson or Conner Smith under 
center, the QB will have a security 
blanket with this quartet. 

The CSU offensive line averages 
just over 300 pounds and has 
experience in senior All-America 
candidate Weston Richburg, 
Jordan Gragert and Jared Biard. 

And when Colorado State 
decides to throw it, junior receiver 
Charles Lovett (35.7 yards per 
catch) and sophomore tight end 
Crockett Gillmore (19 receptions, 2 
TDs) will be the main targets. 

Colorado State allowed 
opponents to convert 48 percent 
of their third-down tries last year 
and only produced 20 sacks. 

Juco transfers Terry Jackson 
and LaRyan King should bolster 
the defensive line and get more 
pressure on the quarterback. 
Linebacker Cory James posted 7.5 
sacks as a freshman. 

The secondary is anchored by 
senior cornerback Shaq Bell, one 
of the conference’s best cover guys. 

Kicker Jared Roberts made nine 
of 10 field-goal attempts last year. 
But the Rams need a new punter 
to replace Pete Kontodiakos, who 
averaged 46.5 yards on 59 punts 
last season. 

Colorado State should put up 
more points as the players become 
more comfortable in offensive 
coordinator Dave Baldwin's 
offense. But unless the defense 
improves dramatically, the Rams 
will be in several shootouts. 


Pa ee SCHEDULE 

S.1 @COLORADO* 
S.7 @TULSA 
$.14 Cal Poly 
S.21 @ALABAMA 
S.28 UTEP 
0.12 San Jose State 
0.19 @WYOMING 
0.26 @HAWAII 
N.2 Boise State 
N.9 Nevada 
N.16 @NEW MEXICO 
N.23 Q@UTAH STATE 
N.30 Air Force 
COACH 

Jim McElwain 

Second year (4-8) 

Career record: 4-6 

Offensive coordinator: 

Dave Baldwin (second year) 

Defensive coordinators: 

Marty English (second year), 

Al Simmons (first year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD; 4-8 

Stadium: Hughes Stadium (32,500) 
Tickets; 800-491-RAMS 

Site: Fort Collins, Colo, 

Online: csurams.com 

Twitter: @CSUFootball 
PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Garrett Grayson (6-2, 215, Jr.) 
RB Donnell Alexander (5-11, 205, So.) 
RB Chris Nwoke (6-0, 216, Sr.) 
OT Jared Biard (6-7, 315, Sr.) 
0G TySambrailo (6-5, 305, Jr.) 

C Weston Richburg (6-4, 297, Sr.) 
0G Jordan Gragert (6-4, 300, Sr.) 
OT Brandon Hayes (6-3, 300, Sr.) 
TE Crockett Gillmore (6-6, 253, Sr.) 
TE Kivon Cartwright (6-4, 237, Jr.) 
WR Charles Lovett (5-8, 182, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Shaquil Barrett (6-2, 250, Jr.) 
DT Terry Jackson (6-1, 260, So.) 
DT LaRyan King (6-1, 280, So.) 
DE MartaviusFoster (6-3, 260, So.) 
LB Cory James (6-0, 235, So.) 
LB Aaron Davis (6-0, 215, Jr.) 
LB Max Morgan (6-1, 225, Jr.) 
CB Shaq Bell (5-11, 195, Jr.) 
CB Bernard Blake (6-0, 175, Jr.) 
FS Austin Gray (6-3, 208, Jr.) 
SS Trent Matthews (6-3, 210, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Jared Roberts (6-1, 196, Jr.) 
P Hayden Hunt (5-11, 196, Fr.) 


Sporting News All-American 
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New Mexico went 4-9 in Bob 
Davie’s first season. While hardly 
impressive, the program had won 
three games combined over the 
previous three years. But New 
Mexico finished 2012 with five 
straight losses. 

Give Davie credit for changing 
the culture somewhat and holding 
his players accountable. That 
should lend itself to more positive 
results in 2013 for a program that 
has moved from just trying to 
be competitive to now trying to 
actually win. 

The Lobos were second in the 
Mountain West to Air Force in 
rushing (314 yards per game) last 
year. Senior Kasey Carrier (128.2 
yards per game, 14 TDs) was 
dependable and productive. Jhurell 
Pressley (4.4 yards per carry) will 
also get touches in the backfield. 

Teams will force sophomore 
quarterback Cole Gautsche 
(42-percent accuracy in 2012) to 
beat them with his arm. Gautsche 
had only 31 attempts and the top 
two receivers graduated. Returning 
wideouts Carlos Wiggins and Jeric 
Magnant combined for just 10 
catches last year. 

The Lobos lacked a pass rush 
(20 sacks) and hada young 
secondary last year. Senior safety 
Dante Caro will be the key in the 
secondary while senior end Jacori 
Greer will try and improve on 
his five-sack total in 2012. Junior 
linebacker Javarie Johnson added 
45 sacks and together they will 
try to get after the quarterback and 
take some of the pressure off the 
secondary. 

Punter Ben Skaer (43.9 yards 
per punt) is one of the best in the 
conference. Kicker Justus Adams 
needs to improve his leg strength 
after making just two of six field- 
goal attempts beyond 30 yards. 

Davie’s team will be young 
again as he is working with 50 
underclassmen. New Mexico 
needs to stabilize the quarterback 
position and find ways to generate 
defensive pressure. If those things 
happen, the Lobos will take a step 
forward in Year 2 of the Davie era. 
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2013 SCHEDULE 
DATE OPPONENT 
A.31 UTSA 
S7 @UTEP 
5.14 @PITTSBURGH 
5.28 UNLV 
0.5 New Mexico State 
0.12 @WYOMING 
0.19 Utah State 
N.2 @SAN DIEGO STATE 
N.8 Air Force 
N.16 Colorado State 
N.23 (FRESNO STATE 
N.30 @BOISE STATE 
COACH 
Bob Davie 
Second year (4-9) 
Career record: 39-34 
Offensive coordinator: 
Bob DeBesse (second year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Ron West (second year) 
FAST FACTS 
2012 RECORD: 4-9 
Stadium: University Stadium (39,224) 
Tickets: 505-925-5858 
Site: Albuquerque, N.M. 
Online: golobos.com 
Twitter: QNewMexicoFB 
PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Cole Gautsche (6-4, 227, So.) 
RB Kasey Carrier (5-9, 185, Sr.) 
RB Jhurell Pressley (5-11, 198, So.) 
OT Darryl Johnson (6-4, 308, Sr.) 
0G LaMar Bratton (6-2, 28), Jr.) 
C Dillon Farrell (6-5, 292, Sr.) 
OG Garrett Adcock (6-2, 281, So.) 
OT Jamal Price (6-6, 330, Jr.) 
TE Andrew Aho (6-3, 221, Sr.) 
WR Marquis Bundy (6-4, 200, So.) 
WR Carlos Wiggins (5-8, 157, So.) 


DEFENSE 


DE Jacori Greer (6-3, 272, Sr.) 

NT Dominic Twitty (6-2, 288, So.) 
DE Fatu Ulale (6-2, 282, Sr.) 

LB Javarie Johnson (6-3, 240, Jr.) 
LB Dallas Bollema (6-2, 230, Sr.) 
LB David Orvick (6-3, 230, Sr.) 
LB Rashad Rainey (6-2, 204, Sr.) 
CB Cranston Jones (5-9, 167, So.) 
CB Tim Foley (5-7, 180, Jr.) 

§ Dante Caro (6-0, 182, Sr.) 

S David Guthrie (5-10, 198, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Justus Adams (6-4, 200, Sr.) 
P Ben Skaer (6-0, 197, Sr.) 


When you're resolved to win, there’s only one rule 


LET THE MAN WHO MAKES THE LINE 
SHOW YOU HOW TO BREAK THE LINE 


Meet “Richie B” — Richard Baccellieri — Master linesmaker 
with a 27-year win streak, a ton of confidence, a fixation on 
the Right Number and a determination to make you money. 


Now that | have returned to my first love, betting, | am still making unshakable numbers, 
Only now I’m making them to beat the house. And who would know better? | have 
all the sources and know all the moves: the pipeline, what the real number is, why they 
change it, how far off it is and which games are giving us the most points! Hey, this is 
my turf! Last year — my first year as a public handicapper — | won 17 weeks out of 22. 


Check how | started my season. 


INTHE PRESEASON 71.4% 

1 KICKED OFF THE SEASON: 

(A) K ONE: 4- 
UNLV +81/2 Minn 27-30 
BoiseSt+7 Mich St 13-17 
Illinois-10 W Mich 24-7 
WashSt +121/2BYU —6-30 
Ohio +61/2 Penn St 24-14 

WEEK TWO: 5-2 
Utah St +7 Utah 27-20 
Ariz +11 Okla St 16-14 
Cowboys +31/2 Giants 24-17 
Titans +6 Pats 13-34 
Jets -3 Bills 48-28 
Cards +3 S’hawks 20-16 
Raidrs -1 Chargrs 14-22 

WEEK THREE: 5-1 
Navy +7 Penn St 7-34 
Colts +3 Vikings 23-20 
NotreD +6 Mich St =. 20-3 
Rams +31/2R’skins 31-28 
49ers -7 Lions 27-19 
Falcs -3 Broncs 27-21 

WEEK FOUR: 4-2 
Notre D -6 Mich 13-6 
Syracuse -1 Minn 10-17 
Colts -3 Jags 17-22 
Cards +31/2 Eagles 27-6 
Pats +2 Ravens 30-31 
S'’hawks +31/2Pack 14-12 
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My August-September 
total was 33-12... 
21 NET WINS! 

1 GUARANTEE YOU 
A REPEAT THIS YEAR. 


“Richie B is amazing. He treats every 
game as if it’s the only game on the 
board... And he MUST get it right!” 
Rick Herron, former manager 
Hilton Superbook. 


Then Call 1-888-546-4875. 


For my 60-DAY GUARANTEE. You MUST 
make MEGABUCKS. Play the same games | play 
myself. Start with the Hall of Fame Game, Sunday Aug. 4", 
Colts vs Cowboys, followed by a stream of August 
winners. Then roll your profits over in September for a 
total of around 60 games. By Ocobert 1* you MUST have 
gone at least 70% & cleared 21 Net Winners or you get 
October FREE. Cost? Only $99, which you can recoup 
with one play. Thereafter it’s sheer gravy! AND you'll be 
getting ALL my TOP BONUS GAMES, like my: 


Hall of Fame Game: Saints (-21/2) Cardinals17-10 WON 
Pre Season Game of Year: Steelers (-3) Bills 38-7 WON 
Sept College Game of Year: Arizona (+11) Okla St 16-14 WON 
Sept Pro Game of Year: — Cardinals (+31/2) Eagles27-6 WON 


PLUS on Sat Aug 31 play these 2 new College Classics FREE 


TCU vs LSU 
Va Tech vs Alabama 


The Cowboy Classic ESPN 9:00 pm 
The Kickoff Game ESPN 5:30pm 


Or COME IN FORTHE FULL SEASON and get 22 weeks 
of solid winning — that's three times as many plays - 
including more Games of the Year plays — for the all- 
inclusive price $199. 


What a deal —A chance to play with #1 and win like #1. 
And best of all, you'll never have to wonder where the right 
number is or who the wise guys like. Because from now on... 
YOU'VE got the right number and YOU'RE the wise guy! 


row 1-600-346-4875 
as) 
or at: WWW. RichieBWins.com 


“Whenever there’s a question about a Perhaps Kenny White head man at 
game, inevitably someone says , ‘What Don Best Sports summed it up best 
does Richie B say?’ That says it all.” “When Richie B was a linesmaker, the 


house was always sale and protected... 


immy Vaccaro, Dean r . 
J es a Now that Richie B is for the bettors, It’s 


of Las Vegas Linesmakers 


the bettors who feel safe & protected!” 


+ LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89102-5816 


Cal 


alled Me 
on 


rari 
ker” 


They, 


| went against the grain. | didn’t use 
the “clone” lines put up by the other 
sports books. | went my own way. 

If they said Florida (-7) and | knew it 
should be (-9), I'd put up (-9) and 
dare all comers to try and beat it. 
Pretty soon sharps & computer wise 
guys were flocking to Caesar’s 
Palace, the MGM-Grand & The 
Palms to have a whack at my number. 
Sure, they beat me now and again, but 
| beat them MORE. | won respect. | 
was one of only 3 or 4 guys who could 
put up a number and make it stick. 


I was “Mr. Right Number” 


But nothing lasts forever, Vegas 
changed. Used to be, linesmakers 
and bettors were the same kind of 
people: opponents but sporting op- 
ponents. But not after the corporate 
suits took over. Now it was 
“Squeeze’ -em for every dime.” Big 
books started gobbling up little 
books. They called it “consolidation.” 
| called it monopoly. When | realized 
it wasn’t going to change, | left. 


For 27 years I helped them beat 
you. Now I’m going to help 


YOU BEAT THEM! 


BULLDOGS 
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2013 SCHEDULE 

A.29 Rutgers 
S.7 Cal Poly 
5.14 @COLORADO 
$.20 Boise State 
S.28 @HAWAII 
0.5 @IDAHO 
0.19 UNLV 
0.26 @SAN DIEGO STATE 
N.2 Nevada 
N.9 @WYOMING 
N.23 New Mexico 
N.29 (SAN JOSE STATE 
COACH 

Second year (9-4) 

Career record: |0-4 

Offensive coordinator: 

Dave Schramm (second year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Nick Toth (second year) 

FAST FACTS 

lost to SMU in the 


Sheraton Hawaii Bowl, 43-10 
Stadium: Bulldog Stadium (41,031) 
Tickets: 559-278-DOGS 

Site: Fresno, Calif. 

Online: gobulldogs.com 
Twitter: @FSAthletics 


FRESNO STATE aa, 


DAVANTEADAMS 


First-year coach Tim DeRuyter orchestrated a quick turnaround in 
2012, taking a 4-9 team toa share of the Mountain West title. It was the 
first conference football championship won by the school since 1999, 

He did it with talented quarterback Derek Carr. The Bulldogs led the 
Mountain West in scoring (37.9 points a game) and ranked second in 
total offense (477.5 yards a game). Carr returns for his senior year and 
the MWC’s reigning Offensive Player of the Year should be even better 
in 2013. 

The Fresno State defense returns eight starters from a unit that allowed 
just 23 points a year ago. The team forced 35 turnovers last season, up from 
nine in 2011. Eight of those turnovers resulted in touchdowns. 

All of this means the Bulldogs will be the team to beat in the six-team 
West Division and should play in the inaugural Mountain West title 
game. And if things break right, Fresno State could find itself hosting that 
game at Bulldog Stadium, where it went 6-0 last year. 


OFFENSE 

Carr threw for a league-record 4,104 yards last season. His talent is 
clearly evident (37 touchdown passes in 2012) and his ability to close out 
drives puts pressure on opposing defenses. He's a career 65-percent passer 
and has only 16 career interceptions. 

He's got a great target in sophomore Davante Adams, who set school 
records for receptions (102), yards (1,312) and TDs (14) by a freshman. 
Senior Isaiah Burse averaged 14.9 yards on 57 catches as a junior. 

The Bulldogs need to replace all-conference running back Robbie Rouse 
(1,490 yards, 12 TDs). Sophomore Marteze Waller will get the chance to 
step in and take over. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

Free safety Derron Smith (6 INTs) leads a talented secondary that 
includes LJ. Jones (13 pass breakups) and Sean Alston (5 INTs). Tyeler 
Davison, Andy Jennings, and Nikko Motta return up front after 
combining for 11.5 sacks. Donavon Lewis and Patrick Su’a lead a solid 
group of linebackers. 

The Bulldogs must find a new 
kicker and punter, but Burse is a 
solid return man. 


IMPAGT PLAYER 
|IsaiahBurse, WR 7 /@ 


Senior Burse can hurt you 
BOTTOM LINE catching the ball, fielding punts or 
Fresno State looks to be the 
class of the MWC. With so many 
talented pieces, the Bulldogs are 


set to win the West Division. 


running back kickoffs. He’s quick 
and elusive and, at 6-0 and 179 
pounds, he's a good-sized target 
and durable as well. No wonder 
Derek Carr loves throwing to him. 
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CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

QB Derek Carr (6-3, 210, Sr.) 

RB Marteze Waller (5-11, 205, So.) 
OT Austin Wentworth (6-5, 299, Sr.) 
0G James Le’au (6-1, 310, Sr.) 

C Lars Bramer (6-5, 274, Jr.) 

06 Cody Wichmann (6-6, 318, Jr.) 
OT Alex Fifita (6-4, 290, So.) 

TE Marcel Jensen (6-6, 257, Sr.) 

WR Davante Adams (6-2, 200, So.) 
WR Victor Dean (6-6, 209, Jr.) 

WR Isaiah Burse (6-0, 179, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Nikko Motta (6-2, 285, Sr.) 
NG Tyeler Davison (6-2, 311, Jr.) 
DE Andy Jennings (6-2, 278, Sr.) 
LB Nat Harrison (6-2, 240, Sr.) 
LB Patrick Su'a (6-1, 240, Sr.) 
LB Jeremiah Toma (6-0, 230, Sr.) 
LB Donavon Lewis (6-2, 240, Jr.) 
CB LJ. Jones (5-10, 180, Sr.) 
CB Sean Alston (5-10, 192, Jr.) 
SS_ Charles Washington (5-11, 189, So.) 
FS Derron Smith (5-11, 194, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Colin McGuire (5-10, 178, Fr.) 
P Garrett Swanson (6-0, 205, So.) 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


waar srorrs 


cL » ZACKGREENLEE, QB 

The 6-2, 185-pound in-state product was an Under 
Armour All-American who impressed quite a few 
observers during the week of practice for that all-star 
game, 


@ » RODNEY MATHEWS, S 

The 6-0, 195-pound junior-college transfer was an 
early enrollee who made noise during spring ball for 
the Bulldogs. 


3B » JAYLENRUIZ, DE 

Abigend at 6-4 and 260 pounds, Ruiz could very well 
move inside to become a strong interior pass rusher at 
defensive tackle. 


4 > JUSTINHOLMES, ATH 

The Bulldogs convinced the 6-3, 185-pound Fresno 
native to stay home and play either wide receiver or 
safety. 


S > DA'MARISCOTT, WR 


The Los Angeles product is a good-sized target at 6-1 
and 185 pounds, but he also has deceptive speed. 


—Brian Perroni 


ADAMS: DON RYAN / AP 


MUEMA; CATHLEEN ALLISON / AP 
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PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Adam Dingwell (6-4, 210, Jr.) 
RB Adam Muema (5-10, 205, Jr.) 
FB Chad Young (5-10, 230, Sr.) 
OT Bryce Quigley (6-5, 295, Sr.) 
0G Japheth Gordon (6-3, 295, Sr.) 
C Zach Dilley (6-5, 295, Jr.) 
06 Nico Siragusa (6-5, 315, Fr.) 
OT Paul Rodriguez (6-7, 285, So.) 
TE Adam Roberts (6-3, 235, Jr.) 
WR Colin Lockett (6-0, 180, Sr.) 
WR Ezell Ruffin (6-1, 205, Sr.) 


DE Jordan Thomas (6-1, 255, Sr.) 
DT Sam Meredith (6-4, 275, Jr.) 
DE Cody Galea (6-3, 265, Jr.) 

LB Nick Tenhaeff (6-2, 225, Sr.) 
LB Jake Fely (5-10, 210, Jr.) 

LB Derek Largent (6-4, 235, Jr.) 
CB King Holder (5-10, 165, Jr.) 

CB Pierre Romain (5-8, 165, So.) 
FS Marcus Andrews (6-0, 190, Sr.) 
FS_ Eric Pinkins (6-3, 215, Sr.) 

SS Nat Berhe (5-10, 190, Sr.) 


K Wes Feer (5-11, 205, Sr.) 
P Seamus McMorrow (5-11, 190, So.) 


Bay sronrs 


JULIUS WILSON, WR 
The 6-0, 175-pound speedster chose to stay in-state and 
play for the Aztecs over Pac-12 offers from Washington 
and Washington State. 


FRED MELIFONWU, DE 
The 6-5, 215-pound San Diego resident turned down 
offers from the likes of Colorado and Washington to 
stay home. 


MARCUS STAMPS, RB 
The 6-0, 190-pound Los Angeles product was alsoa 
standout at safety in high school and could possibly 
play defense in college. 


» TREY LOMAX,S 
Anative of San Diego, the 5-11, 178-pound Lomax was 
also being recruited by a number of schools to play 
baseball. 


CHRISTIAN CUMBERLANDER, WR 
The 6-1, 190-pound wideout is originally from Georgia 
but attended prep school in North Carolina and 
averaged close to 20 yards per catch there. 


—Brian Perroni 


The Aztecs were picked to finish fifth in last year’s preseason poll. 
They wound up winning a share of the Mountain West title, going 9-4 
and winning the Poinsettia Bowl. 

That earned Rocky Long Coach-of-the-Year honors and a two-year 
contract extension. It also raises expectations for a program that has tended 
to underachieve for the most part during its stay in the Mountain West. 

Long brought in former UCLA and Tulane head coach Bob Toledo 
to serve as the Aztecs’ offensive coordinator, so look for San Diego 
State to open things up a little more. 


Toledo’s philosophy is to throw the ball and play fast. Whether 
junior quarterback Adam Dingwell can adjust will be a storyline 
heading into fall practice. He connected on 58 percent of his throws 
and had eight touchdown passes to seven interceptions in 2012. 
Toledo will look to increase the TDs and reduce the interceptions, and 
he’s a very good hands-on coach when it comes to quarterbacks. 

Fortunately, San Diego State has Adam Muema, a 5-10 junior who 
can elude defenders and give the Aztecs a reliable running game. He 
rushed for 1,458 yards and scored 16 TDs as a sophomore. He also 
caught nine passes. Don’t be surprised if he’s thrown to more out of 
the backfield to better utilize his skills. 


San Diego State has been getting better defensively since Brady Hoke 
was in charge and Long is not about to let things slip on his watch. 
The Aztecs were third in the conference in total defense and scoring 
defense last year, allowing averages of 369 yards and 24.4 points. For 
an offense-minded conference like the Mountain West, those numbers 
aren’t all that bad. Still, Long knows the averages need to come down. 

The Aztecs boast a strong secondary led by senior free safety Nat 
Berhe who had a team-high 94 
tackles in 2012. Junior middle 
linebacker Jake Fely led the 
Aztecs with seven sacks and also 
had 90 tackles. 


IMPAGT PLAYER 
|AdamMuema,RB_ 7/7 


Muemais already an established 
running threat. But he could also 
emerge as an all-purpose back if 


he can handle the added receiver 
responsibilities that figure to come 
his way. Another big season from 
him could allow the Aztecs to put 
another piece of hardware in their 
trophy case. 


How quickly the Aztecs adapt 
to Toledo’s offense may well 
determine how high they finish 
in the West Division. 


2013 SCHEDULE 


Easter Illinois 
@OHIO STATE 
Oregon State 
(@NEW MEXICO STATE 
Nevada 
@AIR FORCE 
Fresno State 
New Mexico 
@SAN JOSE STATE 
@HAWAII 
Boise State 
@UNLV 
COACH 
OCKY LONE 
Third year (17-9) 
Career record: 82-78 
Offensive coordinator: 
Bob Toledo (first year) 
FAST FACTS 
ane ns 
Lost to BYUin the 
Poinsettia Bowl, 23-6 
Stadium: Qualcomm Stadium (70,561) 
Tickets: 877-737-8039 
Site: San Diego 
Online: goaztecs.com 
Twitter: @GoAztecs 
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Former San Diego head coach 
Ron Caragher takes over for 
Mike MacIntyre after one of 
the most successful seasons in 
school history. Caragher inherits 
a talented team and was able to 
recruit well given a short amount 
of time, but the key for San Jose 
State will be chemistry. 

The Mountain West will prove 
tougher than the WAC and 
it’s unlikely San Jose State will 
sneak under the radar after last 
year’s impressive 11-2 showing 
and Military Bowl victory over 
Bowling Green. 

David Fales (72.5 percent) was 
the most accurate quarterback 
in the FBS last year. The 
senior will look to put up even 
bigger numbers this year after 
throwing for 4,193 yards and 33 
touchdowns in 2012. 

His favorite targets will be 
Noel Grigsby (82 receptions) and 
Jabari Carr (62), who combined 
for 13 TD grabs. 

All-WAC guard Nicholas 
Kaspar and center Reuben 
Hasani anchor an offensive line 
that allowed 26 sacks last year. 

Cornerback Bene Benwikere 
was first-team All-WAC despite 
not starting until the seventh 
game. He had seven interceptions 
and his blocked punt helped 
San Jose State win the Military 
Bowl. Tackle Travis Raciti had 
8.5 sacks and 13 tackles for loss 
as a sophomore. He will be giving 
opposing quarterbacks fits. 

In senior inside linebacker 
Keith Smith, Caragher has a 
consistent performer (Smith has 
led SJSU’s in tackles each of the 
last three seasons) and he has 
forced seven fumbles during his 
three-year career. 

Kicker Austin Lopez (105 
points) was one of only two FBS 
kickers to be perfect last year as 
he converted all 17 tries. 

The 11 wins from last season 
may be too much to ask, but there 
is enough talent for Caragher to 
record a winning record in his 
first year and get the Spartans 
back to a bowl. 


SAN JOSE STATE 


2013 SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT 


Sacramento State 
@STANFORD 
@MINNESOTA 
Utah State 
@HAWAII 
@COLORADO STATE 


San Diego State 
@NEVADA 
Navy 

Fresno State 


COACH 
Ron Caragher 


First year 
Career record: 44-22 


Offensive coordinator: 
Jimmie Dougherty (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Kenwick Thompson (first year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD; 11-2 

Beat Bowling Green in the 

Military Bowl, 29-20 

Stadium: Spartan Stadium (30,456) 
Tickets: 408-924-SJTX 

Site: San Jose 

Online: sjsuspartans.com 
Twitter: @S)SUAthletics 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 


QB 
RB 
RB 
oT 
0G 
C 
0G 
oT 
TE 


David Fales (6-3, 220, Sr.) 
Tony Zizzo (5-11, 210, Sr.) 

Tyler Ervin (5-10, 176, Jr.) 

Wes Schweitzer (6-5, 275, So.) 
Ryan Jones (6-4, 292, Sr.) 
Reuben Hasani (6-3, 284, Sr.) 
Nicholas Kaspar (6-4, 284, Sr.) 
Jon Meyer (6-5, 275, Sr.) 

Travis Lorius (6-5, 245, Sr.) 


WR Noel Grigsby (5-11, 175, Sr.) 


Jabari Carr (6-0, 190, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 


DE 
OT 
DE 
LB 
LB 
LB 
LB 
CB 
CB 
SS 
FS 


Tony Popovich (6-2, 275, So.) 
Foloi Vae (6-3, 278, Jr.) 

Travis Raciti (6-5, 286, Jr.) 
Vince Buhagiar (6-4, 237, Sr.) 
Christian Tago (6-2, 215, Fr.) 
Keith Smith (6-1, 229, Sr.) 
Garrett Guanella (6-5, 235, Jr.) 
Bene Benwikere (6-0, 192, Sr.) 
Jimmy Pruitt (6-0, 175, So.) 
Simon Connette (5-11, 193, So.) 
Damon Ogburn Jr. (5-11, 181, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K 
P 


Austin Lopez (6-0, 170, So.) 
Harrison Waid (6-1, 173, Sr.) 


2013 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


NEVADA 


Chris Ault stepped aside in 
1996 as head coach to be the 
athletic director, but the Wolf 
Pack ultimately needed his 
return in 2004 after two failed 
attempts to win without him. But 
the Hall of Fame coach is done 
after 28 seasons and he can now 
enjoy watching Colin Kaepernick 
and the Pistol in the NFL. 

Brian Polian will try to take 
the Wolf Pack to a bowl game for 
the ninth consecutive year. But 
to do so, he better come up witha 
defensive scheme that will allow 
fewer than 33.8 points a game. 

Assuming quarterback Cody 
Fajardo can stay healthy, the 
Wolf Pack will put points on the 
board. Fajardo runs the Pistol 
efficiently—Polian says it will 
remain the offense’s staple—and, 
at 6-2 and 210 pounds, he has 
good speed. 

The Wolf Pack also has 
to replace star running back 
Stefphon Jefferson, who led 
the Mountain West in rushing 
with 1,883 yards. But Fajardo 
(1,121 yards) is a good runner 
himself. More than likely, it’ll 
be about throwing to seasoned 
veterans Brandon Wimberly (70 
receptions) and Richy Turner 
(60). Aaron Bradley had four 
touchdown grabs last year. 

Nevada allowed 211.8 yards 
per game on the ground last year. 
Only Wyoming allowed more 
yards rushing. Defensive end 
Brock Hekking recorded eight 
sacks last season, The junior may 
be light for a lineman but his 
quickness allows him to be an 
effective playmaker. Cornerback 
Bryson Keeton is the only 
returnee in the secondary. 

Punter Chase Tenpenny 
averaged a solid 43.3 yards asa 

junior.There’s a competition for 
the placekicking job. 

Polian has his work cut out 
for him, especially on defense. 
Replacements need to be found 
and some tinkering needs to be 
done. Year one may be a struggle 
unless he can pull off some 
surprises. 


2013 SCHEDULE _ 


4,31 1 
S.7 UC Davis 
5.14 @FLORIDA STATE 
S.21 Hawaii 
S.28 AirForce 
0.4 @SAN DIEGO STATE 
0.19 @BOISE STATE 
0.26 UNLV 
N.2 @FRESNO STATE 
N.S @COLORADO STATE 
N.16 San Jose State 
N.30 BYU 


COACH 
Brian Polian 


First year 

Offensive coordinator: 
Nick Rolovich (second year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Scottie Hazelton (first year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 7-6 

Lost to Arizona in the 

Gildan New Mexico Bowl, 49-48 
Stadium: Mackay Stadium (30,000) 
Tickets: 775-348-PACK 

Site: Reno, Nev. 

Online: nevadawolfpack.com 
Twitter: @NevadaFootball 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


CEeENC 


UFPENSE 

QB Cody Fajardo (6-2, 210, Jr.) 

RB Don Jackson (5-10, 210, Jr.) 
OT Joel Bitonio (6-4, 315, Sr.) 

0G Kyle Roberts (6-6, 305, Jr.) 

C MattGalas (6-1, 280, Jr) 

06 Connor Talbott (6-4, 290, So.) 
OT Abel DeHaro (6-3, 300, So.) 
TE Kolby Arendse (6-3, 250, Sr.) 
WR Brandon Wimberly (6-3, 225, Sr.) 
WR Richy Turner (5-11, 180, Jr.) 

WR Aaron Bradley (6-1, 200, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 


DE Brock Hekking (6-4, 255, Jr.) 
DT Jack Reynoso (6-3, 280, Sr.) 
DT Jordan Hanson (6-2, 280, Jr.) 
DE Lenny Jones (6-3, 255, So.) 

LB Burton De Koning (6-2, 225, So.) 
LB Jordan Dobrich (6-2, 235, So.) 
LB Jonathan McNeal (6-1, 235, Jr.) 
CB Evan Favors (6-0, 185, Jr.) 

CB Bryson Keeton (6-2, 190, So.) 
SS BryanLane (6-4, 210, So.) 

FS Charles Garrett (5-11, 205, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K_ Colin Ditsworth (6-0, 190, Jr.) 
P Chase Tenpenny (6-4, 250, Sr.) 


2013 sce 


DATE OPPONENT 


A.29 
$7 
S.14 
5.21 
S.28 
0.12 
0.19 
0.26 
N.2 


@MINNESOTA 
Arizona 

Central Michigan 
Wester Illinois 
@NEW MEXICO 
Hawaii 
@FRESNO STATE 
@NEVADA 

San Jose State 


NO Utah State 


N.21 
N.30 


@AIR FORCE 
San Diego State 


COACH 
Bobby Hauck 
Fourth year (6-32) 
Career record: 6-32 


Offensive coordinator: 
Timm Rosenbach (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Tim Hauck (first year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 2-11 

Stadium: Boyd Stadium (36,800) 
Tickets: 702-739-FANS 

Site: Las Vegas 

Online: univrebels.com 
Twitter: @UNLVAthletics 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 


QB 
RB 
oT 
0G 
Cc 
0G 
oT 
TE 
TE 


Nick Sherry (6-5, 235, So.) 

Tim Cornett (6-0, 210, Sr.) 
Cameron Jefferson (6-6, 300, Jr.) 
Ron Scoggins (6-3, 335, So.) 
Robert Waterman (6-2, 290, Jr.) 
Nick Gstrein (6-4, 275, So.) 

Brett Boyko (6-7, 310, Jr.) 

Jake Phillips (6-6, 240, Jr.) 

Taylor Barnhill (6-4, 240, Jr.) 


WR Marcus Sullivan (5-9, 195, Jr.) 
WR Devante Davis (6-3, 200, Jr) 


DEFENSE 


DE 
oT 
oT 
DE 
LB 
LB 
LB 
CB 
CB 
ss 
FS 


Sonny Sanitoa (6-3, 250, So.) 
Alex Klorman (6-2, 285, Sr.) 
Mark Garrick (6-4, 275, Sr.) 
Parker Holloway (6-4, 270, Sr.) 
TimHasson (6-2, 215, Sr.) 
Tani Maka (6-1, 240, Sr.) 

Max Ehlert (5-10, 205, Sr.) 
Sidney Hodge (5-8, 175, Sr.) 
Kenneth Penny (5-11, 170, Jr.) 
Kenny Keys (6-4, 185, So.) 
Peni Vea (6-1, 200, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K 
Pp 


Nolan Kohorst (6-0, 180, Sr.) 
Logan Yunker (6-2, 215, So.) 


UNLV ZT 


After yet another two-win 
season, coach Bobby Hauck 
decided it was time to change the 
way he operates. So he brought 
in his brother, Tim, to oversee the 
defense while tabbing another 
Timm—former NFL quarterback 
Rosenbach—to be the offensive 
coordinator. They were two great 
hires and should help perk things 
up on both sides of the ball for the 
Rebels, who had trouble scoring 
(22.0 points per game) and stopping 
the other team (32.6) last year. But 
that’s why teams go 2-11 and finish 
toward the bottom of the standings. 

However, there’s hope that 
UNLV may be ready to finally 
turn things around. There are 19 
returning starters. Hauck finally 
has full recruiting classes to 
work with so there’s some depth 
throughout the roster. 

Nick Sherry is learning how 
to run an offense and, working 
with Rosenbach, he should be 
a much-improved quarterback. 
The sophomore has a strong arm 
but his decision-making is still 
a work-in-progress (he threw 17 
interceptions last year). He has 
good running backs in senior 
Tim Cornett, who was held out 
of spring practice after having 
shoulder surgery, along with 
Northwestern transfer Adonis 
Smith, who looked good during 
the spring and gives the Rebels 
someone who can catch the ball 
effectively out of the backfield. 

Defensively, there might be 
enough talent to overcome the big 
loss of linebacker John Lotulelei, 
the team’s leading tackler and top 
player on that side of the ball. 

It will be a collaborative effort. 
The front four of Parker Holloway, 
Mark Garrick, Alex Klorman and 
Sonny Sanitoa are back, as are 
secondary men Sidney Hodge, 
Kenneth Penny and Peni Vea. 
But if you're looking for an heir 
apparent to Lotiledilei, it might be 
senior linebacker Tani Maka. The 
6-1, 240-pounder had 70 tackles, 
two sacks and recovered one of 
eight fumbles forced by the Rebels 
last year. 


—_— 


2013 SCHEDULE 

A.29 USC 
S7 @OREGON STATE 
S.21 @NEVADA 
S.28 Fresno State 
0.5 San Jose State 
0.12 @UNLV 
0.26 Colorado State 
N.2 @UTAH STATE 
NO @NAVY 
N.16 San Diego State 
N.23 @WYOMING 
N.30 Army 

COACH 

Norm Chow 

Second year (3-9) 

Career record: 3-9 

Offensive coordinator: 

Aaron Price (first year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Thom Kaumeyer (second year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 3-9 


Stadium: Aloha Stadium (50,000) 
Tickets: 808-944-2697 

Site: Honolulu 

Online: hawaiiathletics.com 
Twitter: @HawaiiFootball 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


9B 
RB 
oT 
0G 
C 
06 
oT 
TE 


Taylor Graham (6-5, 235, Jr.) 

Joey losefa (6-0, 240, Jr.) 

David Griffin (6-7, 315, Jr.) 

Mike Milovale (6-3, 310, Sr.) 

Ben Clarke (6-3, 275, So.) 

Dave Lefotu (6-3, 305, Jr.) 

Sean Shigematsu (6-5, 290, Jr.) 
Jordan Pu'u-Robinson (6-4, 255, Sr.) 


WR Billy Ray Stutzmann (6-0, 185, Sr.) 
WR Scott Harding (5-11, 195, Jr.) 
WR Chris Gant (6-0, 185, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 


DE 
oT 
oT 
DE 
LB 
LB 
LB 
cB 
ss 
FS 
cB 


Tavita Woodard (6-4, 255, Jr.) 
Siasau Matagiese (6-2, 300, Sr.) 
Moses Samia (6-1, 305, So.) 
Beau Yap (6-2, 260, Jr.) 

Art Laurel (6-0, 235, Sr.) 
Brenden Daley (6-3, 255, Sr.) 
Jerrol Garcia-Williams (6-3, 205, So.) 
Tony Grimes (6-0, 175, Sr.) 

John Hardy-Tuliau (5-1, 180, Sr.) 
Marrell Jackson (6-0, 180, So.) 
Ne’Quan Phillips (5-9, 180, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K 
Pp 


Tyler Hadden (5-11, 180, Jr.) 
Ruben Guzman (5-10, 190, Jr.) 


HAWAL 


As bad as wae were for Norm 
Chow in his long-awaited debut 
as a head coach—and things 
were pretty bad at times—the 
Warriors ended 2012 with a 
two-game winning streak anda 
little momentum heading into this 
season. 

Granted, the wins were over 
UNLV and South Alabama. But 
Hawaii had lost eight straight at 
one point, so 3-9 looks a lot better 
than, say, 1-11. 

That said, Chow has a lot of 
work ahead of him to return this 
program to respectability. The 
Warriors ranked at the bottom of 
most statistical categories in the 
Mountain West last year, with 
the defense allowing an average 
of 35.7 points per game being the 
most glaring number. Chow’s 
guys tended to start slow, getting 
outscored 118-55 in the first 
quarter. 

A lot of Hawaii's issues were 
due toa lack of depth that was 
exposed by a rash of injuries on 
both sides of the ball. Five players 
suffered season-ending knee 
injuries, so staying healthy is going 
to bea priority heading into Year 2 
of the Chow Era. 

Hawaii played 32 first-time 
starters last year, including six true 
freshmen, so the Warriors’ youth 
and inexperience was clearly a 
factor. The competition for playing 
time figures to be pretty intense 
during fall practice because few 
players should be guaranteed 
much in a program that went 3-9. 

There’s a quarterback battle 
brewing among Sean Schroeder, 

Jeremy Higgins and Ohio State 
transfer Taylor Graham, who was 
in the lead at the close of spring 
practice. 

Defensively, Chow would like to 
find a way to turn up the pressure 
this year, force more turnovers and 
dictate tempo. He's trying to get 
more athletic while also tapping 
into the rich pipeline of linemen 
living on the islands to get more 
size. Senior end Tavita Woodard 
and leading sack man fits the 
profile Chow is looking for. 


Follow Sporting News on Twitter @sportingnews 14] 
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py That's right. everyone, 

Heel Stanford can win it all. 
NGS The program that had a1-Il 
finish seven years ago can 
stand stout and trade blows 
with the heavyweights of the 
game. It's a truly remarkable 
story. 


Ym cco 
ARE EXPECTED TO BE IN THE ~ 
WATIONAL TITLE HUNT AG. IN. 


Innovative new coaches and leadership make 
this anything but your father’s Pac-12 


By Bruce Pascoe, Arizona Daily Star 


The Pac-12 greeted last season with anew 
12-year, $3 billion ESPN/FOX deal, its own 
broadcast and digital networks, and more of 
that innovative image branding that commis- 
sioner Larry Scott has pushed for since taking 
over the once traditionally stodgy conference 
in 2009. But the Pac-12’s most visible football 
franchise, USC, greatly sank below expecta- 
tions, costing the conference so much leverage 
that sports-heavy satellite behemoth DirecTV 
and some smaller providers didn’t have to 
bother adding the seven-channel Pac-12 
Networks at Scott's asking price. 

But the Pac-12 may further live up to the 
big stage it created this season and demand 
Western viewers pay closer attention. The 
league wound up putting eight teams in 
bowls last season, while both Stanford and 
Oregon are expected to be in the national 
title hunt again. And USC has the potential to 
bounce back quickly, considering the Trojans’ 
considerable resources and recruiting. 

Awave of new coaches, some lured by the 
higher salaries made available by all those 
media-rights dollars, is behind much of the 
success. Arizona and Arizona State made moves 
with Rich Rodriguez and Todd Graham, respec- 
tively. Jim Mora won the South Division during his 
first season at UCLA, while second-year coach 


Ee} At some point, UCLA 
feed must take advantage 

of USC's on- and off-field 
problems and take contral of 
Los Angeles. The Bruins took 

a big step with last season's 
win and another impressive 
recruiting class, but they must 
win again this season. 


rz The process will change 
feed little at Oregon with new 
coach Mark Helfrich. There 
will, however, be a distinct 
difference on the field. When 
the Ducks lost Chip Kelly to the 
NEL, they lost an aggressive, 
audacious play-caller, Helfrich 
can't learn that in one season. 


David Shaw led Stanford to the North title with- 
out having Andrew Luck around. At Washington 
State, Mike Leach had a near-disastrous start in 
2012, but the Cougars pulled off a memorable 
comeback win over Washington at the end of 
the season and now have had time to adapt to 
their hard-driving coach. 

Meanwhile, the dean of Pac-12 coaches, 
Oregon State's Mike Riley, made a comeback 
of sorts when the Beavers won nine games 
and jumped back into the national conscious- 
ness after winning just eight games over the 
previous two seasons. 

There were more coaching moves before 
this season. Cal nearly tripled Sonny Dykes’ 
salary at Louisiana Tech, luring him and his 
high-flying offense away, while Colorado 
plucked the high-spirited Mike Macintrye from 
San Jose State. At Oregon, Chip Kelly handed 
the keys over to coordinator Mark Helfrich on 
his way to taking over the Philadelphia Eagles. 

While Macintrye doesn't yet have the kind 
of talent at Colorado that can make a dif- 
ference, the Pac-12 is full of solid teams that 
should be able to challenge even Oregon or 
Stanford. Games should be fun and competi- 
tive. It's possible even more people will seek 
to watch on television or their computers. And 
maybe they'll be upset if they can't. 


PAR The tale of two former 
Med (SC assistants: One can't 
escape criticism (Lane Kiffin), 
the other gets a free pass 
(Steve Sarkisian). Washington is 
26-25 under Sark, whose teams 
have given up more points than 
they've scored in each of his 
four seasons at UW. 


STANFORD, OREGON: DON RYAN / AP 


BROWNE: JOHN FROSCHAUER / AP; GRAHAM: MATT YORK / AP 


RATING THE PAC-12 

> BEST HANDS 

Brandin Cooks, WR, Oregon State 

The Beavers’ wideout has unusually good hands and 
body control for a guy with blazing speed. 

» BEST PASSING 08 

Taylor Kally, ASU 

The third-string quarterback entering camp a year 
ago, Kelly proved to be a quick learner with good 
arm strength and unflappable composure. 

» BEST RUNNING 08 

Marcus Marita, Dregon 

An ideal fit for Oregon's spread option, Mariota is a 
true dual threat who rushed for 690 yards last season. 
» MOST ELUSIVE RB 

Da‘Anthony Thomas, Oregon 

Whether lining up at tailback or wide receiver, the 
slightly built Thomas has the kind of speed and 
vision that makes him a touchdown threat anytime 
he has the ball. 

» BEST INSTINCTS 

Shayne Skov, LB, Stanford 

The tenacious inside ‘backer always manages to 
appear where he should be, 

> BEST ATHLETE 

Carl Bradford, |B. Arizona State 

Teammate Will Sutton's dominance on the line 
makes it easy to overlook how Bradford's skills. 

» BEST UNDER PRESSURE 

Bratt Hundlay, 08, UCLA 

Despite playing behind a line that allowed 3.71 
sacks per game—the third-worst mark in Division 
|—Hundley showed remarkable poise for a redshirt 
freshman last season. 

» TOP NFL PROSPECT 

Margisa Lag, WR, USC 

Ahigh school safety, the supremely athletic Lee has 
morphed into one of the nation's most dangerous 
offensive threats. 

> TOP IMPACT FROSH 

Thomas Tyner, 28, Oregon 

The Ducks plug yet another back with breakaway 
speed into their high-powered offense, and this one 
is also 210 pounds. 

» HARDEST HITTER 

Daone Bucannon, §, Washington State 

Bucannon has a knack for big tackles at crucial 
times. 

» BEST PASS RUSHER 

Will Sutton, 07, Arizona State 

The Sun Devils recorded the first big victory of the 
offseason when the Pac-12's Defensive Player of 
the Year opted to hold off on the NFL. 

» BEST INTERVIEW 

Ban Gardner, DE, Stanford 

A signature mullet only tells part of the story about 
the insightful, once-lightly recruited defender from 
Wisconsin. 

» BEST GAME-DAY COACH 

David Shaw, Stanford 

There's a reason why the Cardinal won |2 games— 
including ones at Oregon and at the Rose Bowl— 
without Andrew Luck around. 

» BEST RECRUITER 

Tosh Lupoi, defensive line coach, Washington 
A$350,000 salary lured Lupoi away from Cal, and 
a highly touted incoming D-line class suggests the 
money was well-spent. 

> MOST INTIMIDATING STADIUM 

Autzen Stadium, Oregon 

Passionate fans and ear-splitting acoustics make 
facing the Ducks in their home that much worse. 


RECRUITING ROUNDUP by Brian McLaughlin 


1> UCLA The Bruins did well down the stretch, with 
two SN Top 125 recruits—WR Eldridge Massington 
and DL Kylie Fitts—coming aboard in the last several 
weeks. This class has a talented, deep group of 
offensive linemen. 

2 > USC There's plenty 
of talent, starting with 
QB Max Browne, even 
though this is a small 
class. Defensive back 
Leon McQuay Ill andLB 
Quinton Powell, both 
from Florida, were nice 
additions. 

3» WASHINGTON 
The defensive talent 
coming in is worthy 

of note, as is the 
potential QB-to-receiver 
connection of Troy 
Williams and Damore’ea 
Stringfellow. 

4» ARIZONA Coach 


ALL-PAC-12 
OFFENSE 
QB Marcus Mariota, § 
RE Ka'Deem Caray, Jr. Arizona 
RB Bishop Sankey, Jr. Washingto 
OL David Yankey, Sp. Stanford 
OL Hroniss Grasu, Jr. Jrego 
OL Xavier So’a-Filo, Sr. UCLA 
OL Tyler Johnstone, So., (regan 
OL Aundray Walker, Jr. USC 
TE Austin Seferian-Jenkins, Jr, Washinc 
WR Margiss Lee, Jr. USC 
WHR Austin Hill, Jr. Arizon 
DEFENSE 
DT Will Sutton, § ; 
DT Leonard Williams, So. USC 
DE Margan Breslin, Sr. \)! 
Saan Crichton, Jr, Dregon State 
Anthony Barr, 
Trant Murphy, Sc, Stanford 
Shayne Skov, 
Ho Ekpre-Dlomy, Jr. Oregon 
Rashaad Reynolds, ‘ 
Ed Reynolds, Sr. Stanford 
Deone Bucannon, Sr. W/a 
SPECIALISTS 


K Vincenzo D‘Amato, ‘ 


P Darragh O'Naill, Jr. Colorado 


Rich Rodriguez mined California well, getting 13 players 
from the state. This is a well-rounded group. 

5 >» OREGON Evenafter the coaching change, the 
Ducks were able to hold on to one of the best running 
backs in the nation in Thomas Tyner. 

6G > ARIZONASTATE Although there is a drop-off 
after the first five schools, the Sun Devils did a good job 
bringing in defensive talent and juco transfers. 

7 » CALIFORNIA The Bears did well on both sides 
of the line, brought in speed at running back and also 
added a good quarterback in Jared Goff. 

8 » OREGON STATE The Beavers’ class was slow to 
develop, but OSU did a good job on the defensive side 
of the ball. The gem was CB Dashon Hunt. 

9» WASHINGTONSTATE Mike Leach’s reputation 
on offense helped bring in talent, including QB Tyler 
Bruggman and a good crop of offensive linemen. 

10 > STANFORD The Cardinal signed only 12 players, 
but North Carolina LB Peter Kalambayi was a huge get. 
11 » UTAH The Utes went the juco route, so there will 
be players who produce quickly—like WR Andre Lewis. 
12 » COLORADO The Buffaloes signed a good group 
of offensive linemen and skill players. 


GRAHAM 


ASGENDING 


THE ARIZONA SCHOOLS 
\ yA » So they don't play 
defense. Like that matters 
in (a majority of) Pac-12 games. Rich 
Rodriguez (Arizona) and Todd Graham 


(Arizona State) have made it fun again 
at their respective schools. 


DESCENDING 


USC 
& > The fallout from NCAA 
sanctions isn't over. Limited 


quality depth because of the loss of 
scholarships and a new Q8 is a bad 
combination. And there's one more year 
of scholarship reductions remaining. 


Daily coveragé at sportingnews.com/ncaa-football 2 


STANFORD 
CARDINAL 


2013 SCHEDULE 
San Jose State 
5.14 @ARMY 
21 Arizona State 
@WASHINGTON STATE 
0.5 Washington 
0.12 @UTAH 
0.19 UCLA 
@OREGON STATE 
Oregon 


COACH 
David Shaw 
Third year (23-4) 
Career record: 23-4 


Offensive coordinator: 
Mike Bloomgren (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Derek Mason (third year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 12-2 

Beat Wisconsin in the 

Rose Bowl, 20-14 

Stadium: Stanford Stadium (50,000) 
Tickets: 800-STANFORD 

Site: Palo Alto, Calif. 

Online: gostanford.com 

Twitter: @StanfordFball 


Three BCS bowls in a row have 
put Stanford on a different plane 
than ever before. The Cardinal has 
won at least 11 games the last three 
seasons for the first time in school 
history. Stanford is so deep and talented 
that it is still a national title contender 
even without all-time leading rusher Stepfan 
Taylor. On defense, life is just as good: nine starters 
return from the fifth-best rushing defense (97.0 
yards per game) in the nation and the No. 11 scoring 
defense (17.2 points). Having a long list of talented 
rushers on hand, plus the decision of Tyler Gaffney 
to return from a baseball career for a final season, 
helps compensate for Taylor’s departure. But one big 
reason Stanford is here to stay is that the Cardinal 
has a deep, solid foundation on both sides of the line. 


UPrrense 
The effort to replace Taylor probably starts with 
Anthony Wilkerson, a big, physical runner who 
can excel in the Stanford power game. Among the 
others are Tyler Gaffney, Kelsey Young, Remound 
Wright and Ricky Seale. There's also a sophomore 
named Barry J. Sanders (yes, the son of the NFL 
Hall of Famer). Sanders redshirted last year but has 
shown signs of growth. Fullback is in good shape 
with the versatile playmaker Ryan Hewitt, who 
can fit into nearly any package the Cardinal goes 
with. Stanford took a hit when tight ends Zach Ertz 
and Levine Toilolo left early for the NFL, and there 
is a weakness at wide receiver, with Drew Terrell 
and Jamal Rashad-Patterson also gone. If healthy, 
Ty Montgomery should lead a versatile group of 
receivers that includes gamebreaker Kelsey Young. 
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Devon Cajuste gives Stanford a big, 
physical look at wideout or tight end. 
Luke Kaumatule, who played a 
limited role behind Ertz and Toilolo 
at tight end, is a big, athletic former 
defensive lineman. Two other players 
moved over to add to the depth at tight end: 
Eddie Plantaric from offensive tackle and Charlie 
Hopkins from defensive end. 

At quarterback, Kevin Hogan pulled away with the 
job as last season went on, taking over for Josh Nunes 
with a combination of instincts, mobility and passing. 
Hogan can roll out and run, but is also strong enough 
to plow for extra yards. He didn’t need to throw the 
long ball much last season but Stanford needs him to 
develop there in order to keep defenses honest. There’s 
four starters back on the line, led by David Yankey, 
who will likely move from tackle to guard this season. 
Other line shuffles could make it interesting. 

As tough as Stanford is with the run, the Cardinal 
is just as tough against it. The Cardinal led the 
Pac-12 in rushing defense and was fifth nationally 
by allowing only 97.0 rushing yards. Stanford 
averaged a nation-leading 4.07 sacks per game, too. 
The Cardinal lost linebacker Chase Thomas and 
tackle Terrence Stephens but its front seven is still 
overwhelmingly powerful. Ben Gardner leads the 
defensive line with experience and quickness on the 
end while Henry Anderson can play end or tackle 
effectively. David Parry is a tough-minded nose tackle 
and there area class of sophomores behind the line. 
An All-America candidate at outside linebacker, 
Trent Murphy joined Gardner and Anderson as 
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Stanford's top sack artists, with unusual quickness for a big, 
physical player. At the other outside spot, James Vaughters 
should be able to better use his playmaking skills after playing 
inside last season. On the inside, Shayne Skov is an effective 
run-stopper. If the secondary is a weakness, it’s only in a relative 
sense, and Stanford is quicker and more talented this season. 
Stanford was seventh in the Pac-12 in passing defense, allowing 
239 yards per game, but the secondary returns first-team 
All-Pac-12 safety Ed Reynolds, who picked off six passes for a 
total of 301 yards and returned three of them for touchdowns, 
along with Jordan Richards. There’s youth and potential at 
cornerback, with Alex Carter, who showed considerable 
promise while starting the final eight games last season as a true 
freshman. Usua Amanam will be added in nickel formations. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Kicker Jordan Williamson recovered well last season from 
a potential psyche-crushing performance in the 2012 Fiesta 
Bowl, when he missed two late field goals in the Cardinal’s 
overtime loss. Of the punters, Ben Rhyne did well in the Pac- 
12 championship game and should be able to hold off Conrad 
Ukropina. The punt-returning duties are wide-open now 
that Drew Terrell is gone; Montgomery, Nelson and Sanders 
are among the likely returners. Remound Wright and Kelsey 
Young will also get a shot at returning kicks. 


BOTTOM LINE 


The Cardinal should be able to cinch up any weak spots 
long before the schedule gets tough in late season. There’s 
a three-game stretch that will tell if Stanford can exceed the 
elite level it reached last season: against UCLA and Oregon 
at home, with a road game at Oregon State sandwiched in 
between. Most likely, the North title is decided on Nov. 7, 
when the Ducks visit Stanford. From there, another Rose 
Bowl, or maybe even a national championship game, is a 
possibility that can’t be ruled out. 


> RECRUITING REPORT 


2aiysPorTs 


Stanford brought in an 
extremely small class this year 
but it doesn’t lack for talent. 
There are only 12 signees, but 
coach David Shaw got the 
“right” 12. The offense will get 
a boost from 247Sports’ No. 10 
quarterback, Ryan Burns, who'll 
have some big targets to throw 
to in Owusu, Cotton and tight 
end Greg Taboada. Utah, Ohio, 
California, and North Carolina are 
among the states represented 
on the defensive side. Among 
them, 6-3, 215-pound safety 
Sean Barton of Woods Cross, 
Utah, has a chance to be special 
with his versatile athleticism. 
After a loaded class of offensive 
linemen in 2012, Stanford was 
selective this year, signing only 
two—center Thomas Oser and 
late-riser David Bright, both out 
of California. 


—Barton Simmons 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


‘L > RYANBURNS, 0B 

Youcan buildateamaround talent likeBurns. Italso 
doesn't hurt that the Virginia product out of Stone 
Bridge High conjures up memories of Andrew Luck 
withhis similar frame (6-5, 225), armand release. 


@ > PETERKALAMBAYI,LB 

Hailing from the powerhouse North Carolina 
program of Butler High near Charlotte, Kalambayiis 
abig (6-4, 240), imposing inside linebacker who fits 
Stanford's blue-collar mentality on defense. 


3 » ERICCOTTON, TE 

Stanfordis becoming “Tight End U.” and coach 
David Shaw dipped into Idaho (Nampa High) to 
find this versatile 6-6, 230-pound talent. Cotton 
ranks as our No. 8 tight end in the class of 2013. 


@ > KEVIN PALMA, LB 

Athick, physical linebacker out of Mission Oak High 
in Tulare, Calif., the 6-2, 235-pound Palma is one 

of the more physically dominating linebackers in 
the 2013 class. 


SS » FRANCISOWUSU, WR 

Stanford has landed its second Owusu; Francisis 
following his older brother, NFL wide receiver Chris, 
in Palo Alto. In Francis, Stanford could have landed 
an early contributor due to his size (6-3, 195) and 
speed on the outside. 


5-YEAR RECORD 
» 48-17 


CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONAL TITLE 


IMPACT PLAYER 


Gaffney’s decision probably 
wasn't all that surprising when you 
think about it: Ride buses in Class 
A ball again—or return to school to 
get a Stanford degree, run behind 


some excellent protection and play 
in another high-level bowl game. 
He'll have to overcome a yearlong 
layoff from football but Gaffney 
isa potential gamebreaker who 
could thrive with more opportunity 
now that Taylor is gone. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


OFFENSE 

» PASSING _ 

Josh Nunes 

GP _Effic__Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G. 
WO 19.6 © 124-235-7528 1643 10 1643 


P RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. 1D Avg/G 
KevinHogan =» 10 «55263 4.8 2 263 


RECEIVING _GP_No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/6 


TyMontgomery li 26 213 82 0 194 
DEFENSE 

» TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Shayne Skov B 4 3 8 
PSMES 1} GP No. Yards _ 
Trent Murphy 4 100 56 
» INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. TD 
Ed Reynolds 6 31 502 3 
2012 TEAM STATS 

STATISTIC Sl ee 
SCORING 390 24] 
Points Per Game 715 M2 
FIRST DOWNS 266 254 
Rushing 13 86 
Passing 129 144 
Penalty 4 %4 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2440 1358 
Yardsgainedrushing 2674 1878 


Yards lost rushing 234 520 
Rushing Attempts 549 446 
Average Per Rush 4a 3.0 
Average Per Game 143 97.0 
TDs Rushing B 5 


PASSING YARDAGE 2802 3349 


Comp-Att-Int 240-399-10 _336-550-15 
Average Per Pass 10 6] 
Average Per Catch 17 10.0 
Average Per Game 200.1 239.2 
TDs Passing 19 B 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5242 4107 
Total Plays 948 996 
Average Per Play 55 4] 


Average Per Game 314.4 336.2 
KICKRETURNS: #-YDS 32-739 39-710 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 25-299 22-149 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 15-359 10-122 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 
QB Kevin Hogan (6-4, 224, So.) 
Josh Nunes (6-4, 225, Sr.) 
FB Ryan Hewitt (6-4, 248, Sr.) 
Patrick Skov (6-1, 240, Jr.) 
RB Anthony Wilkerson (6-1, 218, Sr.) 
Tyler Gaffney (6-1, 221, Sr.) 
LT David Yankey (6-5, 301, Sr.) 
Andrus Peat (6-7, 308, So.) 
LG David Yankey (6-5, 301, Sr.) 
Khalil Wilkes (6-3, 291, Sr.) 
C Conor McFadden (6-3, 284, Jr.) 
Khalil Wilkes (6-3, 290, Sr.) 
RG Kevin Danser (6-6, 298, Sr.) 
Joshua Garnett (6-5, 325, So.) 
RT Cameron Fleming (6-6, 314, Jr.) 
Kyle Murphy (6-7, 280, So.) 
TE Luke Kaumatule (6-7, 260, So.) 
Devon Cajuste (6-4, 232, Jr.) 
WR Kelsey Young (5-10, 195, So.) 
Kodi Whitfield (6-2, 188, So.) 
WR Ty Montgomery (6-2, 212, Jr.) 
Devon Cajuste (6-4, 232, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Henry Anderson (6-6, 278, Jr.) 
Josh Mauro (6-6, 277, Sr.) 
DT David Parry (6-2, 300, Jr.) 
Aziz Shittu (6-3, 264, So.) 
DE Ben Gardner (6-4, 275, Sr.) 
Charlie Hopkins (6-6, 269, Jr.) 
OLB Trent Murphy (6-6, 261, Sr.) 
Kevin Anderson (6-4, 250, So.) 
ILB A.J. Tarpley (6-2, 238, Jr.) 
Jarek Lancaster (6-1, 245, Sr.) 
ILB Shayne Skov (6-3, 244, Sr.) 
Jarek Lancaster (6-1, 245, Sr.) 
OLB James Vaughters (6-2 246, Jr.) 
Blake Leuters (6-5 258, Sr.) 
CB Wayne Lyons (6-1, 187, Jr.) 
Barry Browning (6-1, 179, Sr.) 
CB Alex Carter (6-0, 200, So.) 
Barry Browning (6-1, 182, Sr.) 
FS Ed Reynolds (6-2, 207, Jr.) 
Devon Carrington (6-1, 199, Sr.) 
SS Jordan Richards (5-11, 208, Jr.) 
Zach Hoffpauir (6-3, 205, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Jordan Williamson (5-11, 192, Jr.) 
P BenRhyne (6-2, 197, So.) 


™ Sporting News All-American 


STATISTIC STAN | OPP | 


KICK RETURN AVG. re} 182 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 120 6.8 
INT RETURN AVG. B39 122 
FUMBLES-LOST 20-8 2-2 
PENALTIES-YARDS 85-715 86-789 
Average Per Game 51. 56.4 
PUNTS-YARDS 753216 91-3875 
Average Per Punt 429 426 
Net punt average 38.5 378 


TIME OF POSS./GAME 31:43 28:17 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 15/197 72/224 


3rd-Down Pct. 38% 32% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 13 16/32 
4th-Down Pct. 54% 50%. 
SACKS BY-YARDS 57-346 19-92 
MISC YARDS 0 i 
TDS SCORED 49 28 
FG-ATTEMPTS 1-27 15-18 
ATTENDANCE 303402 368918 
Games/AvgPerGame 7/43343 —6/61486 
Neutral Site Games 1/93359 
Stanford 103 16 92 70 9 390 
Opponent 3% 73 88 39 7 


Download Sporting News’ free tablet app for the iPad iV 


OREGON 


DUCKS 


2013 SCHEDULE 


A.31 Nicholls State 
S.7 @VIRGINIA 
S.14 Tennessee 
S.28 California 
0.5 @COLORADO 
0.12 @WASHINGTON 
0.19 Washington State 
0.26 UCLA 
N.7 @STANFORD 
N.16 Utah 
N.23 @ARIZONA 
N.29 Oregon State 


COACH 
Fist year ia 


Offensive coordinator: 
Scott Frost (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Nick Aliotti (15th year) 


BMG 


Beat Kansas State in the 

Fiesta Bowl, 35-17 

Stadium: Autzen Stadium (54,000) 
Tickets: 800-WEBFOOT 

Site: Eugene, Ore. 

Online: goducks.com 

Twitter: @GoDucks 


Star running backs and 
quarterbacks aren’t the only things 
Oregon keeps plugging into its 
perennially high-powered program. 
Coaches, too. 

So it was, then, when Chip Kelly 
finally took off for the NFL last January, 
that the logical choice for the Ducks was Mark 
Helfrich, Kelly’s offensive coordinator. After all, 
Kelly was the offensive coordinator under Mike 
Bellotti, who was an offensive coordinator under 
Rich Brooks before he became head coach. What's 
more, Helfrich was seen as a guy who did more 
than just hold the keys to an offense that powered 
the Ducks to a 46-7 record and four BCS bowl 
appearances under Kelly in the past four seasons— 
plus the nation’s second-best scoring offense in 
2012 at 49.6 points per game. He’s a smart former 
quarterback himself and Oregon native who, 
unlike Kelly, may want to stick around for a while. 

The question is whether Helfrich changes 
anything philosophically: He has indicated changes 
will be subtle but the hiring of highly regarded 
Duke receivers coach Matt Lubick is creating 
speculation the Ducks will throw more than Kelly 
did. However they move the ball, though, the 
Ducks will be expected to do so a lot—just like 
Kelly’s teams did. 


OFFENSE 

Helfrich, in turn, kept the succession line in order 
by promoting receivers coach Scott Frost to offensive 
coordinator. Under Frost, who quarterbacked 
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successful power-option teams at 
Nebraska, the Ducks’ receivers added 
physicality and an improved ability to 
block downfield. 
Of course, Frost inherits plenty of 
skill: There’s already a star cmarterback 
in sophomore Marcus Mariota, plus a 
strong, veteran offensive line and an overwhelming 
amount of talent at wide receiver. Mariota’s efficiency 
improved as last season went on. The easygoing 
Hawaiian is now expected to become more of a leader 
this season, too. The Ducks could certainly throw 
the ball more than the 35.2 percent of the time they 
did last season, and Mariota has plenty of talented 
targets to choose from: veteran receivers Josh Huff 
and Keanon Lowe and tight end Colt Lyerla. It’s not 
exactly clear where Bralon Addison will play but 
he will get on the field somewhere; he’s a potential 
gamebreaking receiver who may return kicks. 
Running back De’Anthony Thomas is another 
capable receiver if the Ducks want to line him 
up there—while sophomore Byron Marshall and 
speedy true freshman Thomas Tyner should offset 
the loss of prolific rusher Kenjon Barner. 


DEFENSE 

The Ducks are known for rotating in a lot of 
players to keep their defense fresh, so they'll have 
some experience to plug in several holes. The 
linebacking unit was hardest hit by departures, 
losing Michael Clay and Kiko Alonso from the 
middle and hybrid end/linebacker Dion Jordan. 
This time, the Ducks could have the improved 
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Tyson Coleman on the outside opposite versatile Boseko 
Lokombo, with Derrick Malone and Rodney Hardrick inside. 
Coleman has also been experimenting inside and looked so 
good that he topped the depth chart there after spring drills. 

The defensive line is formidable and loaded with potential. 
Inside, four guys will all play heavily: Wade Kelikipi, Arik 
Armstead, Ricky Havili-Heimuli and Alex Balducci. Taylor 
Hart will start at one end while Tony Washington or Christian 
French could take Jordan’s hybrid role with an interesting 
combination of length and speed. French arrived as a tight end 
and spent a year on offense but has pass-rushing potential. 
Washington is both an emerging talent and leader. 

There are no worries in the secondary, where everyone of 
significance returns from a unit that helped Oregon lead the 
nation in interceptions with 26. Oregon also had a pass- 
efficiency defense of just 109.5. Cornerback Ifo Ekpre-Olomu 
led the Pac-12 in passes defended last season, breaking up 16 
and intercepting four others. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Ducks actually had a weakness last season at kicker, 
where Rob Beard and Alejandro Maldonado combined to 
make only half of their field-goal attempts. The hope now lies 
in freshman Matt Wogan. At punter, junior-college transfer 
Dylan Ausherman is expected to win the job over Maldonado. 


BOTTOM LINE 


The Ducks’ schedule is perfectly suited to accommodate 
any changes in philosophy and personnel. Oregon skips 
USC and Arizona State and isn’t likely to be significantly 
challenged until late October, when it gets a bye before a 
Nov. 7 showdown at Stanford, Another BCS game is a real 
possibility and, no matter who’s in charge, that’s exactly the 
expectation at Oregon these days. 


> RECRUITING REPORT 


oY ae sPORTS 


There's anew head coach 
in Eugene, Mark Helfrich, but 
the philosophy is the same as 
his predecessor, Chip Kelly. As 
aresult, don't expect much to 
change, including the type of 
elite athletes Oregon recruits. 
Speed has always beena 
priority for the Ducks, and 
Oregon has landed one of the 
fastest players in the country 
in running back Thomas Tyner. 
The receiver position features 
another track star in Devon 
Allen, the fastest player in 
Arizona (Phoenix’s Brophy 
Prep). Defensively, Houston 
defensive end Torrodney 
Prevot is one of the best 
speed rushers in the country. 
Asis typical for them, Oregon 
coaches will also be bringing 
insome long, rangy defenders, 
including versatile 6-4 outside 
linebacker Danny Mattingly 
and athletic edge defender 
Elijah George from Las Vegas. 

—Barton Simmons 


~ RATING THERECRUITS 


‘L > THOMAS TYNER, RB 

There may not be amore physically gifted prospect 
inthe country than the 5-1), 200-pound Tyner. He 
has world-class track speed and rushed for 644 
yards and 10 touchdowns ina singlegameasa 
senior at Beaverton (Ore.) Aloha. 


@ » TYRELLROBINSON, LB 

One of two twins to sign with Oregon in this class, 
the 6-3, 200-pound prospect out of San Diego 
Lincolnis very physical but athletic enough to bea 
high-major basketball recruit as well. 


3 » DARRENCARRINGTON, WR 

A San Diego product out of Horizon High, 
Carrington is the son of the former San Diego 
Chargers safety of the same name, Thejunioris 
more of a finesse player than his dad, and he has 
phenomenal hands, route-running ability and 
size (6-3, 180), 


4 > TYREEROBINSON, ATH 

Arguably the twin brother coming to Oregon 
with the bigger upside, the 6-4, 190-pound Tyree 
projects to defensive back or wide receiver for 
the Ducks and could turn out to be one of the top 
talents on any Pac-12 signee list. 


S > CHRISSEISAY,S 

The American Canyon (Calif.) High product has 
the Oregon staff excited about his potential asa 
big (6-1, 185), athletic playmakerin the defensive 
backfield. 


5-YEAR RECORD 
56-10 


ee x 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


IMPACT PLAYER 


Ahighschool running back and 
safety who was voted Oregon’s Most 
Improved Player last season, Coleman 
picked up outside linebacker the 
past two years and spent timeinside 
during the spring. Coleman can either 
rush the passer or drop back in nickel 
formations. While not physically 
imposing, Colemanis strong, quick 
and versatile enough to makea 
difference wherever he lines up. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


OFFENSE 

» PASSING 

Marcus Mariota 

GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pet. Yds. TD Avg/6 


13 163.2 | 230-336-6 68.5 2677 32. 205.9 
» RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
MarcusMariota §= 13. 106-7527) 5 57.8 
» RECEIVING _GP_No, Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


De'Anthony Thomas 13 45 | 445 9.9 5 342 


DEFENSE 

» TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Brian Jackson BB! 36) 3 | 69 
» SACKS GP No. Yards 
Taylor Hart B80 4] 
P INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 10 
Erick Dargan Show 1410 
2012 TEAM STATS 

STATISTIC ORE } OPP | 
SCORING 645 28) 
Points Per Game 49.6 21.6 
FIRST DOWNS 356 216 
Rushing 204 nN 
Passing 136 135 
Penalty 16 30 


RUSHING YARDAGE 4098 1884 
Yardsgainedrushing 4474 2176 


Yards lost rushing 376 292 
Rushing Attempts 685 410 
Average Per Rush 6.0 40 
Average Per Game 315.2 1449 
TDs Rushing 48 5 


PASSING YARDAGE 2888 2980 


Comp-Att-Int 250-373-9 _303-515-26 
Average Per Pass AI . 
Average Per Catch 1.6 98 
Average Per Game 222.2 229.2 
TDs Passing 5s) 19 
TOTAL OFFENSE 6986 4864 
Total Plays 1058 985 
Average Per Play 6.6 49 


AveragePerGame 5314 374.2 


KICKRETURNS:#-YDS_ 35-699 96-2079 
PUNTRETURNS: #-YDS 20-270 17-55 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS 26-502 910 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 

QB Marcus Mariota (6-4, 211, So.) 
Jake Rodrigues (6-3, 218, Fr.) 

RB De'Anthony Thomas (5-9, 176, Jr.) 
Thomas Tyner (5-11, 200, Fr.) 

LT TylerJohnstone (6-6, 292, So.) 
Everett Benyard (6-7, 305, Sr.) 

LG ManaGreig (5-1, 291, Sr.) 
Hamani Stevens (6-3, 298, Jr.) 

C_HronissGrasu (6-3, 294, Jr.) 
Karrington Armstrong (6-3, 290, Sr.) 

RG Everett Benyard (6-7, 305, Sr.) 
Andre Yruretagoyena (6-5, 288, So.) 

RT Jake Fisher (6-6, 294, Jr.) 
Everett Benyard (6-7, 305, Sr.) 

TE Colt Lyerla (6-5, 246, Jr.) 
Koa Ka’al (6-4, 251, So.) 

WR Daryle Hawkins (6-4, 202, Sr.) 
Bralon Addison (5-10, 189, So.) 

WR Josh Huff (5-11, 205, Sr.) 
Chance Allen (6-2, 195, Fr.) 

WR Keanon Lowe (5-9, 181, Jr.) 
B.J. Kelley (6-2, 181, So.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Taylor Hart (6-6, 292, Sr.) 
DeForest Buckner (6-7, 265, So.) 
DT Wade Kelilkipi (6-3, 295, Sr.) 
Arik Armstead (6-8, 280, So.) 
DT Ricky Havili-Heimuli (6-4, 305, Sr.) 
Alex Balducci (6-4, 290, So.) 
DE/OLB Tony Washington (6-3, 244, Jr.) 
Christian French (6-5, 242, So.) 
MLB TysonColeman (6-1, 222, So.) 
Rahim Cassell (6-0, 215, So.) 
WLB Rahim Cassell (6-0, 215, So.) 
Derrick Malone (6-2, 219, Jr.) 
SLB Boseko Lokombo (6-3, 233, Sr.) 
Keloni Kamalani (5-11, 215, Sr.) 
CB Ifo Ekpre-Olomu (5-10, 190, Jr.) 
Troy Hill (5-11, 180, Jr.) 
CB Terrance Mitchell (6-0, 189, Jr.) 
Dior Mathis (5-9, 182, Jr.) 
FS Erick Dargan (5-11, 205, Jr.) 
Ben Butterfield (6-0, 197, Sr.) 
SS Brian Jackson (5-10, 205, Sr.) 
Ben Butterfield (6-0, 197, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Matt Wogan (6-2, 197, Fr.) 
P Dylan Ausherman (6-3, 170, Jr.) 


~ Sporting News All-American 


STATISTIC a 


KICK RETURN AVG. 20.0 27 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 35 32 
INT RETURN AVG. 19,3 122 
FUMBLES-LOST 77-10 25-14 
PENALTIES-YARDS 103-924 70-677 
Average Per Game vA] 52.1 
PUNTS-YARDS 51-2040 76-3130 
Average Per Punt 40.0 42 
Net punt average 314 36.6 
TIME OF POSS./GAME 27:48 3212 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 90/195 63/196 
3rd-Down Pct. 46% 32% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 20/31 13/31 
4th-Down Pct. 65% 42% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 28-160 19-12] 
MISC YARDS 7 3 
TDS SCORED 89 5s) 
FG-ATTEMPTS 74 BA 
ATTENDANCE 402429 269532 
Games/AvgPerGame 7/57490 — 4/67383 
Neutral Site Games 2/65586 


SCOREBYOTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 
Oregon 21 186 133 115 0 645 


Opponent 43 74 76 8 3 28) 


Follow Sporting News on Twitter @sportingnews 7 
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2013 SCHEDULE 


Eastern Washington 
Hawaii 

@UTAH 

@SAN DIEGO STATE 
Colorado 
@WASHINGTON STATE 
@CALIFORNIA 
Stanford 

USC 

@ARIZONA STATE 
Washington 
@OREGON 


COACH 

Mike Riley 
T3thyear (81-67) 
Career record: 81-67 


Offensive coordinator: 
Danny Langsdorf (ninth year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Mark Banker (1Ith year) 


FAST FACTS 


Lost to Texas in the 

Alamo Bowl, 31-27 

Stadium: Reser Stadium (45,674) 
Tickets: |-800-GO-BEAVS 

Site: Corvallis, Ore. 

Online: osubeavers.com 
Twitter: @OSUBeaversFB 


When Oregon State’s shocking 6-0 start 
to last season finally ended, it was easy to 
blame it on the burgers. The Beavers followed 
early season road wins at UCLA, Arizona and BYU with trips to 
West Coast chain In-and-Out Burger, but there was no location near 
their Oct. 27 game at Washington. So they lost. 

But despite losing that game and three others in their last seven, 
the Beavers improved dramatically on a three-win performance 
in 2011. Now OSU has one of the most experienced teams in the 
conference and the improvement should continue if the Beavers can 
replace star cornerback Jordan Poyer and receiver Markus Wheaton, 
plus find consistency with either Sean Mannion or Cody Vaz at 
quarterback. 


Long committed to a pro-style offense, coach Mike Riley says he 
has been thinking of installing an uptempo, no-huddle scheme on 
occasion. He also says he wants to use the width of the field, both in 
passing and running. It isn’t clear who will be running it all: Mannion 
and Vaz continue their battle for the quarterback job after both played 
extensively last season thanks, in part, to injuries. Mannion may bea 
better fit for Riley's pro-style offense but Vaz is more mobile. Brandin 
Cooks proved he was worthy of star status last year, having finished 
fifth in Pac-12 receiving yardage per game (88.5). Storm Woods and 
Terron Ward are back as the rushing combo, and there’s experience 
on the line with center Isaac Seumalo and guard Grant Enger. 


Oregon State trailed only Stanford in Pac-12 scoring defense last 
season, allowing an average of just 20.6 points. While the Beavers lose 
some key players from that unit, they will be led by ubiquitous end 
Scott Crichton, who averaged 1.35 tackles for loss per game and had 


nine sacks last season. The hard- 
driving Dylan Wynn is back IMPACT PLOAYEAR 
| StevenNelson,CcB 7 /@ 


on the other end. Cornerback 
Rashaad Reynolds has all-league 
The best chance to replace 
Jordan Poyer may be in the one- 


potential as a senior. 
time Georgia commit who was one 


of the country’s best juco corners 
last year. Nelson is a hard worker 
who has a combination of speed, 
strength and confidence. He's also 
ashifty runner with potential to be 
atop return man. 


While Riley’s long tenure was 
beginning to look shaky after 
OSU averaged only four wins in 
2010 and 2011, it now looks like 
a model. 


2013 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
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QB Sean Mannion (6-5, 214, Jr.) 


TB Storm Woods (6-0, 197, So.) 
SL Kevin Cummings (6-1, 180, Sr.) 
LT Michael Philipp (6-4, 329, Sr.) 
LG Josh Andrews (6-3, 303, Sr.) 

C_ Isaac Seumalo (6-3, 300, So.) 
RG Grant Enger (6-6, 290, Sr.) 

RT Gavin Andrews (6-5, 327, So.) 
TE Connor Hamlett (6-7, 264, Jr.) 
SE ObumGwacham (6-5, 227, Jr.) 
FL Brandin Cooks (5-10, 180, Jr.) 


DE Scott Crichton (6-3, 260, Jr.) 
LT Edwin Delva (6-3, 295, Jr.) 
RT Siale Hautau (6-1, 320, Jr.) 
RE Dylan Wynn (6-2, 260, Jr.) 
SLB D.J. Alexander (6-2, 228, Jr.) 
MLB Joel Skotte (6-2, 229, So.) 
WLB Michael Doctor (6-0, 225, Sr.) 
LCB Sean Martin (6-0, 185, Sr.) 
RCB Rashaad Reynolds (5-11, 186, Sr.) 
FS Ryan Murphy (6-3, 210, Jr.) 
SS Tyrequek Zimmerman (6-0, 210, Jr.) 


K Trevor Romaine (6-0, 200, Jr.) 
P TimMcMullen (6-4, 226, Sr.) 


© Sporting News All-American 
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» STEVEN NELSON, CB 
The 6-0, 185-pound Nelson, who committed to Georgia 
before flipping to the Beavers, ranked as the No. |juco.cor- 
nerback in the 2013 class, according to the 247Composite, 


» CHARLIETUA'AU, DT 
The 6-5, 270-pound trenchman from Riverside (Calif.) 
CChas anexcellent size and athleticism and was a top- 
100 juco selection, according to the 247Composite. 


» DAMIEN HASKINS, RB 
Most analysts who cover Texas believe this 5-9, 
215-pound prospect from New Boston High was a steal. 
His senior-year rushing numbers: 3,196 yards and 52 TDs. 


» EDWIN DELVA, DT 
From Antelope Valley College in Lancaster, Calif, 
the 6-3, 290-pound Delva has a chance to compete for 
playing time immediately. 


» SEAN HARLOW, OT 
This 6-5, 260-pound lineman from San Clemente, Calif., 
needs to add bulk, but he has good feet and athleticism. 


—Brandi Mills 


COOKS: ERIC GAY / AP 
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5-YEAR RECORD 
» 26-37 
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PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
QB Keith Price (6-1, 202, Sr.) 
TB Bishop Sankey (5-10, 200, Jr.) 
LT Micah Hatchie (6-5, 293, Jr.) 
LG Dexter Charles (6-4, 292, So.) 
C Siosifa Tufunga (6-2, 307, So.) 
RG Erik Kohler (6-4, 299, Jr.) 
RT BenRiva (6-6, 302, Jr.) 
TE Austin Seferian-Jenkins (6-6, 266, Jr.) 
WR Kasen Williams (6-2, 216, Jr.) 
WR Jaydon Mickens (5-10, 170, So.) 
WR DiAndre Campbell (6-1, 198, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Andrew Hudson (6-3, 249, Jr.) 
NT Danny Shelton (6-1, 317, Jr.) 
DE Josh Banks (6-2, 265, Sr.) 

DE/R Josh Shirley (6-3, 230, Jr.) 
LB Travis Feeney (6-4, 210, So.) 
LB John Timu (6-1, 230, Jr.) 
LB Shaq Thompson (6-2, 225, So.) 
CB Gregory Ducre (5-10, 177, Sr.) 
CB Marcus Peters (5-11, 194, So.) 
S Will Shamburger (6-0, 185, Sr.) 
S Sean Parker (5-10, 190, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K_ Travis Coons (6-2, 205, Sr.) 
P Travis Coons (6-2, 205, Sr.) 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


‘L > DAMORE’EA STRINGFELLOW, WR 

This Under Armour All-American is a big target (6-3, 190) 
from Rancho Verde High in Moreno Valley, Calif., who 
was part of arguably one of the top receiver classes 
inthe country. 


@ > TROY WILLIAMS, 0B 

From Narbonne High in Harbor City, Calif., Williams has 
good size (6-2,190), arocket armand four years asa 
pro-style starter inhigh school. 


3 > ELVAH QUALLS, DL/FB 

Though somewhat undersized for the position at 6-2 
and 265 pounds, there aren't many D-line prospects 
witha higher motor than Qualls. He dominated practices 
for the Semper Fidelis All-American Bowl in January. 


4 » DARRELL DANIELS, WR 
Another big (6-3, 200), talented receiver heading 
to Seattle from Freedom High in Oakley, Calif. 


SS > MARCUS FARRIA, DE 
There's no question that this jumbo athlete (6-4, 225) 
from Centennial High in Peoria, Ariz,, has theathletic 
upside to be an impact player for the Huskies eventually, 


—Brandi Mills 


BISHOP SANKEY 


The Huskies were something of a tease last season, expected to 


make a push in the North Division and maybe hop into the Top 25. 
After all, Keith Price was coming off one of the best seasons by a QB in 
Washington history. But the offensive line broke down and, eventually, 
the rest of the team did, too. Washington lost its final two games to 
finish at 7-6 for the third year in a row. But this season should be 
different. Price and the offensive line are expected to improve, and there 
is significant returning talent on both sides of the ball. 


OFFENSE 


A big reason for Price's slippage last year wasn’t his fault. He simply 
didn’t have enough time in the pocket due to an ineffective line that was 
banged up with injuries. The Huskies gave up 2.92 sacks per game, which 
was 102nd in the country, and Price threw 14 fewer touchdowns. He'll get 
achance to rebound this season under popular former Huskies and NFL 
quarterback Marques Tuiasosopo, the new UW quarterbacks coach. 

The Huskies have star power at three other offensive positions— 
running back (Bishop Sankey), receiver (Kasen Williams) and tight end 
(Austin Seferian-Jenkins). Seferian-Jenkins, however, was suspended 
in the spring after being arrested for DUI. There’s plenty of returning 
talent at receiver, while incoming freshman Damore’ea Stringfellow 
might be hard to keep off the field. Fixing the line woes has more to do 


with health than talent. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

While the Huskies improved overall defensively under new coordinator 
Justin Wilcox last season, the secondary took a big hit when Desmond 
Trufant and Justin Glenn left. Physical safety Sean Parker is back, while 
Alabama transfer Travell Dixon has a combination of size, strength and 
speed at corner should he win a starting job. If any one guy can replace 
Trufant, it might be Marcus Peters, who is a solid cover corner. The line 
was mediocre last season, but should get better. Washington’s young 


linebackers—Shaq Thompson, 
John Timu and Travis Feeney— 
aren’t big blitzing threats but were 
generally encouraging under fire 
last season. 


BOTTOM LINE 

The Huskies’ schedule could. 
negate any improvement. 
Washington plays most of its 
tougher opponents away from 
newly renovated Husky Stadium. 


IMPACT PLAYER 
7 When hamoved in 3: a starter 


opposite Desmond Trufant 
in midseason, Peters found it 


wasn’t an easy place to be, with 
quarterbacks throwing his way to 
avoid Trufant. But with his long 
arms and physical style, he flashed 
the all-conference potential that 
he may now reach. 


2013 SCHEDULE 

A.3l Boise State 
$14 @ILLINOIS* 
S.21 Idaho State 
S.28 Arizona 
0.5 @STANFORD 
0.12 Oregon 
0.19 @ARIZONA STATE 
0.26 California 
NO Colorado 
N.15 @UCLA 
N.23 @OREGON STATE 
N.29 Washington State 

*At Chicago, IL 

COACH 

Steve Sarkisian : 

Fifth year (26-25) 

Career record: 26-25 

Offensive coordinator: 

Eric Kiesau (second year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Justin Wilcox (second year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 7-6 

Lost to Boise State in the 

Las Vegas Bowl, 28-26 

Stadium: Husky Stadium (72,500) 
Tickets: 206-543-2200 

Site: Seattle 

Online: gohuskies.com 

Twitter: @UW_Football 


Daily coverage at sportingnews.com/ncaa-football 129 


CALIFORNIA 


GOLDEN BEARS 


2013 SCHEDULE 


A.31 Northwestern 
S.7 Portland State 
S.14 Ohio State 
S.28 @OREGON 
0.5 Washington State 
0.12 @UCLA 
0.19 Oregon State 
0.26 @WASHINGTON 
N.2 Arizona 
NO USC 
N.16 @COLORADO 
N.23 STANFORD 


First year 
Career record: 22-15 


Offensive coordinator: 
Tony Franklin (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Andy Buh (first year) 


FAST FACTS 

Stadium: Memorial Stadium (63,186) 
Tickets: 800-GO-BEARS 

Site: Berkeley, Calif. 

Online: calbears.com 

Twitter: @CalFootball 


VIZRELURU: 3°5 


Sonny Dykes may not have a whole lot more success than Jeff Tedford 
during his first season in Berkeley, but the Bears could be more fun to 
watch. Dykes is bringing in a no-huddle spread offense and a 4-3 defense 
from Louisiana Tech, where his team led the country in scoring and total 
offense. He also opened up practices in the spring, allowing the public 
to see quick-paced practices and enthusiasm from a program that had 
grown stagnant after succeeding under Tedford. 


OFFENSE 

Dykes’ high-flying offense may attract both fans and recruits in the 
long run, but there will be a lot of transitional pain this season. The 
Bears have to find a new quarterback, probably redshirt freshman Zach 
Kline, and a new rusher while also figuring out how to better protect the 
passer. Austin Hinder showed some consistency and freshman Jared 
Goff skipped the second half of his senior year in high school to join the 
competition but will likely redshirt if he doesn’t win the job. Another 
quarterback, Allan Bridgford, made a quick decision to transfer in the 
spring once his reps were cut. The Bears are expected to have almost a 
50-50 balance offensively, with a dizzying set of formations that could 
include four wideouts, two tight ends, no backs or three backs. 

The rushing attack features Darren Ervin, Daniel Lasco and Brendan 
Bigelow, while freshman Khalfani Muhammad will be in the mix. 
There's a lot of potential help at receiver, with Bryce Treggs, Kenny 
Lawler, and Jackson Bouza among them. The line, anchored by right 
tackle Bill Tyndall and massive left tackle Freddie Tagaloa, was a sore 
point last season. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

Outside linebackers Brennan Scarlett and Chris McCain were moved 
to end in an effort to strengthen the 4-3, and Dykes is confident that the 
Bears have enough up front. Todd Barr and Dan Camporeale could be 
on the ends, with Deandre Coleman at nose guard and Mustafa Jalil 
at nose tackle. Juco transfer Sione Sina is expected to make an impact 
immediately, too. Physical, well-rounded Nick Forbes will lead the 
linebackers while athletic Khairi Fortt is expected to start outside; he 
became immediately eligible as a transfer from Penn State last season 
but was hurt. A big question is whether the Bears can toughen up a 
woeful secondary that lost two 
starters. 


IMPAGT PLAYER 
| Stefan McClure,CB_ / /d 


Before suffering the trifecta 
of knee injuries —ACL, MCL and 
meniscus —McClure was playing 
well toward the end of the 2011 


BOTTOM LINE 

With a schedule that’s brutal 
even outside of North Division 
play (Ohio State will visit 
Berkeley), Dykes won't be able 
to gently ease in his new scheme. 
The best he can hope for is that 
the Bears gain confidence and 
trust in their system—and maybe 
log an upset or two. 


season. He didn't play last year and 
the Bears desperately need him 

to regain his form at corner. While 
there's no guarantee how quickly 
he'll be ready, the early signs were 
encouraging. 
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PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
QB Zach Kline (6-2, 210, Fr.) 
RB Darren Ervin (5-10, 195, So.) 
LT Freddie Tagaloa (6-8, 350, So.) 
LG Jordan Rigsbee (6-4, 325, So.) 
C Matt Cochran (6-2, 335, Fr.) 
RG Alejandro Crosthwaite (6-4, 300, Jr.) 
RT Bill Tyndall (6-4, 285, Sr.) 
WR Jackson Bouza (6-0, 185, Sr.) 
WR Kenny Lawler (6-3, 185, Fr.) 
WR Bryce Treggs (5-11, 175, So.) 
WR Maximo Espitia (6-2, 215, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Todd Barr (6-3, 260, So.) 

NG Deandre Coleman (6-5, 320, Sr.) 

NT Mustafa Jalil (6-2, 275, Jr.) 

DE DanCamporeale (6-3, 250, Sr.) 
SLB Jalen Jefferson (6-2, 235, So.) 
MLB Nick Forbes (6-1, 235, Jr.) 

WLB Khairi Fortt (6-2, 235, Jr.) 

CB Stefan McClure (5-11, 200, So.) 

CB Kameron Jackson (5-9, 175, Jr.) 

SS Avery Sebastian (5-10, 190, Jr.) 

FS Michael Lowe (5-1), 210, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Vincenzo D'Amato (6-1, 200, Sr.) 
P Cole Leininger (6-1, 200, So.) 


RATING THE RECRUITS 
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iL » JARED GOFF, 0B 

This Elite 11 selection from Marin Catholic in Greenbrae, 
Calif. has excellent size (6-4, 185) anda good arm. The 
pro-style QB will bein the mix for playing time soon. 


@ > ERIKBUNTE, OT 

The 6-7, 300-pound Bunte was committed to UCLA for 
a good chunk of the recruiting process before latching 
onwith the Golden Bears. The Mission Viejo (Calif.) High 
standout has good upside as aright tackle. 


3 >» KHALFANI MUHAMMAD, RB 

Muhammad has been timed as fast as 4.4 seconds 
inthe 40-yard dash, What the Sherman Oaks, Calif., 
product lacks in size (5-8, 174), he makes up for in speed. 


4 » TAKKARIST MCKINLEY, DE 

McKinley is a Top247 prospect from Fremont, Calif., who 
has the potential to eventually be an All-Pac-12 player. 
Hehas been timed as fast as 4.5 seconds inthe 40, 
whichis blazing for a prospect of his size (6-3, 240). 


SS » AARONCOCHRAN, OT 

The 6-8, 350-pound lineman from Atwater, Calif., has 
some developing to do to reach his potential, buthe has 
the massive size that you can't coach, 


—JC Shurburtt 


BIGELOW: MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ / AP 


HALLIDAY, CALDWELL: ROSS D. FRANKLIN / AP 


5-VEAI R RECORD 
» 12-49 
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PROJECT ED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

an Connor Halliday (6-4, 183, Jr.) 

RB Teondray Caldwell (5-9, 197, So.) 

LT Gunnar Eklund (6-7, 305, So.) 

LG John Fullington (6-5, 297, Sr.) 

C Elliot Bosch (6-4, 274, Sr.) 

RG Matt Goetz (6-4, 259, Sr.) 

RT Rico Forbes (6-6, 304, Sr.) 

WR Brett Bartolone (5-10, 187, So.) 
WR Gabe Marks (6-0, 176, So.) 

WR Dominique Williams (6-2, 192, So.) 
WR Bobby Ratliff (6-2, 192, Jr.) 


HDEFENSE 
VErENOL 


DE Xavier Cooper (6-4, 298, So.) 
NT loane Gauta (6-3, 286, Sr.) 

DE Matthew Bock (6-2, 266, Sr.) 
LB Logan Mayes (6-3, 241, Jr.) 

LB Cyrus Coen (6-0, 213, Jr.) 

LB Darryl Monroe (6-1, 235, So.) 

LB Justin Sagote (6-0, 223, Sr.) 

CB Damante Horton (5-10, 178, Sr.) 
CB Anthony Carpenter (6-0, 196, Sr.) 
FS Deone Bucannon (6-1, 198, Sr.) 
SS Casey Locker (5-1, 195, Sr.) 


K Andrew Furney (5-10, 215, Sr.) 
P Michael Bowlin (6-4, 214, Sr.) 


RAILING HAE RECRUITS 
&eayrrorcrs 

L > IVANMCLENNAN, LB 

From El Camino College in Torrance, Calif., McLennan 

(6-3,220) was the fourth-ranked juco linebacker 

pero in ricci, iti shstink toe 

2, VINCE MAYLE, WR 

The6-3 200-pound Maylisafourstarjuco prospect outof 

Sierra College in Rocklin, Calif. who gave his verbal commit- 

mentto the Cougersbeforeever visting Puan, 

3 » TYLER BRUGGMAN, 0B 

The6-2,202-pound Bruggman was the No. 18 pro-styleQB 

inhisclass. He shouldmakeapushup the depth chart early 

aftera stellar career at Phoenix's Brophy Prep. 


4 » DAQUAWNBROWN, CB 

The 5-11, 185-pound Los Angeles Dorsey High product 
could be the steal of this class for the Cougars. Brown 
was a top performer in both the Cal State All-Star 
Gameand the Sept! Fidelis All-American Bowl, 


Sr PAULO LEPUA,DE 

FromNarbonne High in Harbor City, Calif., Lepua was 
the No. 46 strongside defensive end in the class anda 
Semper Fidelis All-American. Naturally strong at 6-3 and 
255 pounds, he has abig upside and could bean early 


contributor. —Brandi Mills 


f\ 


(ORHALLIDAY AND TEQNDRAY CALDWELL 


Watching the clash between the Cougars’ losing culture and 
hard-driving coach Mike Leach last season didn’t require just lowering 
expectations. Sometimes it took covering your eyes. Leach described his 
players with words such as “empty corpse,” “bordering on cowardice,” 
“heartless” and “basset hound-looking faces.” There were the unproven 
allegations of abuse by then-standout Marquess Wilson. And the Cougs 
limped to a 3-9 record, winning only one Pac-12 game. 

But that one win just might have given hope for the future: WSU 
returned from an 18-point fourth-quarter deficit to beat Washington. 
The Cougars have eight starters back on both offense and defense from 
that tumultuous learning experience. 


The Cougars’ problems started on the line last season. Wracked by 
injuries and a general lack of talent, WSU gave up the most sacks (4.75 
per game) in the country and drove Leach crazy with a general lack of 
competitiveness. The Cougars are still young on the line but now have 
more depth and some experience. At running back, Wazzu returns two 
of its three top ballcarriers from last season in Teondray Caldwell and 
Leon Brooks. There’s a lot of experience returning at receiver. Brett 
Bartolone was the Cougars’ leading pass catcher with 53 receptions as 

a freshman last year, and Rickey Galvin returns after breaking an arm 
in 2012. Connor Halliday is likely to take back the quarterback job after 
losing it to the now-departed Jeff Tuel last season, but he needs to cut 
back on interceptions and improve his short-passing game. 


“Plenty offen experience serial fice a ieee that had some bright 
spots last season. The blitz-happy Cougs actually recorded 2.92 sacks 
per game (11th in the country) and their strength this season may be in 
the secondary. Deone Bucannon was the Pac-12’s fourth-leading tackler 
last year with 8.8 per game, while the competition around him in the 
secondary is open among a number of experienced players. Xavier 
Cooper, an honorable mention All-Pac-12 player, should help anchor the 
line with nose tackle Ioane Gauta. Some shifting around is likely with the 
linebackers, who will be led by Cyrus Coen and Darryl Monroe. Kicker 
Andrew Furney was a bright spot 
for the Cougars last year, earning 
second-team all-league honors 
while making 70 percent of his 
field goals, including a 60-yarder. 


IMPACT PLAYER 
|loaneGauta,DL_ 7 /@ 


Because almost nobody can 
pronounce his name (U-WAHN-ay 
NOW-tuh), the Cougars’ massive 


BOTTOM LINE 

"The Conpaig are figs up 
front, more experienced and have 
had a year to adapt to Leach’s 
methods. Expect more progress, 
less drama. 


juco transfer asked folks to call 
him “Junior” last season. Nice irony 
there. Guata showed up with 320 
pounds on his 6-3 frame, but he’s 
now down to 286, which should 
help his explosiveness. 


(GTON STATE 


S.7 @USC 


N.29 @WASHINGTON 


COUGARS 
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3.14 Southern Utah 
1 Idaho 
@STANFORD* 
@CALIFORNIA 
Oregon State 
@OREGON 
Arizona State 
@ARIZONA 
Utah 


*AtSeattle, WA 


COACH 

Mike Leach 
Second year (3-9) 
Polistes 87-52 


Defensive cootlinaibe 
Mike Breske (second year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 3-9 

Stadium: Martin Stadium (35,117) 
Tickets: 800-G0-COUGS 

Site: Pullman, Wash. 

Online: wsucougars.com 
Twitter: @WSUCovgars 


Download Sporting News’ free tablet app for the iPad Bl 


See ene een 


2013 SCHEDULE 


Nevada 


@NEBRASKA 
New Mexico State 


@UTAH 
California 


@STANFORD 


@OREGON 
Colorado 
@ARIZONA 


Washington 
Arizona State 


COACH 

Jim Mora 
Second year (9-5) 
Career record: 9-5 


Offensive coordinator: 
Noel Mazzone (second year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Lou Spanos (second year) 


FAST FACTS 


2012 RECORD: 9-5 

Lost to Baylor in the 

Holiday Bowl, 49-26 
Stadium: Rose Bowl (91,136) 
Tickets: 310-UCLA-WIN 
Site: Los Angeles 

Online: uclabruins.com 
Twitter: @UCLAFootball 
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ANTHONY BARR 


For Pac-12 traditionalists, 
something probably didn’t feel quite 
right in Los Angeles last season. 
While USC significantly underachieved 
across town, it was UCLA that won 
nine games, signed back-to-back strong 
recruiting classes and showcased one of the league’s 
best quarterbacks. The nine wins were the most for a 
first-year UCLA coach since Terry Donahue won nine 
in 1976. If the Bruins can just find some sort of answer 
to the departure of running back Johnathan Franklin 
and plug holes in a mediocre defensive secondary, 
even better things can happen. After losing to Oregon 
State at the Rose Bowl and being outmuscled by 
Baylor in the Holiday Bowl—the last of three straight 
losses to end the season—Mora wants the Bruins to be 
tougher, too. 

“There's a real sense of urgency,” he says. 


UCLA doesn’t have a single rusher who can 
replace Franklin, who rushed for a school-record 
1,734 yards last year. But the Bruins won't really 
have to. They can put together a pretty good 
committee to fit their spread offense, plugging in 
a number of solid backs with different skill sets. 
Among them: Damien Thigpen, Malcolm Jones, 
Steven Manfro, Jordon James and redshirt freshman 
Paul Perkins. Thigpen, James and Manfro all played 
last season but none gained a significant edge as 
Franklin’s backup. Thigpen is the most experienced, 
asmall, shifty runner with blinding speed, but he’s 
coming off a torn ACL. James is bigger and more 
explosive. Manfro is versatile, with good pass- 
catching ability out of the backfield. At wide receiver, 
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Devin Lucien had an impressive 
spring after breaking his collarbone 
and missing most of 2012. Shaq Evans 
is the leading returning receiver, having 
caught 60 passes last season, while Jordan 
Payton could start on the other side. Another 
receiver to keep an eye on is Devin Fuller, who might 
actually play quarterback in wildcat formations. 

“He's got a pretty unique skillset,” says Mora, 
who is, however, hesitant to take quarterback Brett 
Hundley off the field for anybody. 

It’s hard to blame him there. An emerging dual 
threat as a freshman last season, the athletic Hundley 
improved as the year went on, setting school single- 
season records with 318 completions, 3,740 passing 
yards and 4,095 yards in total offense. 

The Bruins may not get better offensively, 
however, if their line doesn’t improve. Their young 
line gave up 3.7 sacks per game last season. But the 
Bruins are looking for potential All-American Xavier 
Su’a-Filo to anchor a more experienced unit that 
returns four starters. 


UCLA's already-shaky secondary took a hit 
in the spring when safety Tevin McDonald was 
released for an unspecified violation of team policy. 
McDonald was UCLA’s second-leading tackler 
during the regular season but missed the Holiday 
Bowl because of a suspension. What could help 
is a recruiting class that features several capable 
replacements, including Tahaan Goodman, Priest 
Willis, Tyler Foreman and Johnny Johnson. Also, 
safety Dietrich Riley is back froma neck injury and 
is a likely starter at strong safety while Randall 
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Goforth could be the free safety. 

At cornerback, Ishmael Adams showed early signs of 
a strong comeback from shoulder surgery last season and 
the athletic Fabian Moreau returns for his second season at 
cornerback. Anthony Jefferson could also help after being 
limited since suffering a herniated disk two seasons ago. 

Ideally, the Bruins would like to be aggressive, blitzing 
heavily and relying on man-to-man coverage but the secondary’s 
weakness makes that difficult. The Bruins return two 
linebackers who ranked among the best in school history last 
season: Inside linebacker Eric Kendricks averaged 10.6 tackles 
per game to lead the Pac-12 last season, and Anthony Barr, 
a converted running back had 13.5 tackles while thriving at 
outside linebacker. Barr was so effective the Bruins nearly lost 
him to the NFL Draft, where he was a potential first-rounder, 
and now he'll havea full year to prepare for the position again. 
Three seniors, including ends Owamagbe Odighizuwa and 
Cassius Marsh, make up a big, solid defensive line. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

A bright spot for UCLA in recent years, the Bruins’ special 
teams will have to start over. Sophomore Ka'imi Fairbairn is the 
likely field goal kicker, while powerful lefty Sean Covington, a 
true freshman, will replace Jeff Locke at punter. Christopher 
Longo is the likely long snapper after coming offa knee surgery. 
Manfro returned punts last season and could handle kickoffs 
this time. Evans, Gorforth and Fuller are other kick returning 
options while Thigpen could do so again if he’s healthy. 


BOTTOM LINE 

UCLA's blowout loss to Baylor in the Holiday Bowl put 
a damper on Mora’s first season but it also kept the Bruins 
hungry. Mora was upset at how much more physical, and 
faster, the Bears were—and the feeling stuck through the 
offseason. Winning is now expected. The South Division title 
is expected. That's not a feeling the Bruins always had before. 


» RECRUITING REPORT 


2a sPorRTS 
UCLA came into RATING THE RECRUITS 
the 2012-13 recruiting JL > TAHAANGOODMAN,S 
season with two major This Rancho Cucamonga (Calif.) productis one of the most 


complete safeties in the country and he could compete early in 
Westwood for playing time thanks to his unique blend of size (6-3, 


needs: offensive line and 
defensive backfield. You'd 


195) andathleticism. 
behard-pressedtofinda  _ hm me ee 
program that addressed @ > PRIEST WILLIS,S 
their needs more A6-2,200-pound physical specimen who played comerback at Marcos 


DeNizaHighin Tempe, Ariz.,, Willis may outgrow that positionand end 


adequately. Coach Jim upatsafety His fotworkand polishmake him college-eady tether 


Mora Jr. was able to reel in 


spot, however. 
seven offensive linemen, - 
including four-star ba ig rape srase ake 
prospectsPoasiMoala, ~ haul mor mers in 
AlexRedmond and Scott oytofHawaiiand brings with himanicemix of size (6-3,230) and 
Quessenberry. Led by 


athleticism. 


Priest Willis and Tahaan 
Goodman, there was an 
even more impressive 


@ > KYLIEFITTS, DE 
Southern Cal's loss is UCLA's gain here. Fitts had beena longtime 
commit to the Trojans, but a numbers crunchat USC halted his plans 


haulat defensive back toenroll early there, The Bruins then pounced on the6-4, 221-pound 

with the additions of Redlands (Calif.) East Valley High product's desire toremain close 

four-star prospects LAs. ee 

John Johnson and Tyler S > ASIANTIWOULARD, 9B 

Foreman, plus versatile, The 6-4, 200-pound Woulardisa very unique prospect with 

athletic Jalen Ortiz. loads of upside whom UCLA got to commit late in the game. The 
—Barton Simmons Winter Park, Fla., product has only been playing QB for two years 


butis already one of the country’s best incoming signal-tallers. 


5-YEAR RECORD 
» 30-35 


a . x — 
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IMPACT PLAYER 


Adams showed promise in his first 
two games asa freshman nickelback 
lastseason but was suddenly lost 
when an old shoulder injury flared up. 
He underwent surgery, but was back 
inthe spring and looked better than 
ever. With a physicality that belies 
his small frame, Adams could bea 
much-needed leader at cornerback 
this time around. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


OFFENSE 
» PASSING 
Brett Hundley 
GP__Effic_Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 
4 1477 -318-478-1)§ 66.5 3740 29. 2671 


» RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/6 
Brett Hundley 4 160 355 22 9 254 
» RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg TD Avg/6 
ShaquelleEvans 14 60 877 1463 626 
DEFENSE 

> TACKLES __—_—GP._ Solo. Assist Total 
Eric Kendricks 4 9 58 149 
» SACKS GP No. ‘Yards 
Anthony Barr 4 135 70 
PINTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. TD 
Stan McKay 2 6} 90 0 
2012 TEAM STATS 

STATISTIC UCLA} opp | 
SCORING 482 386 
Points Per Game U4 27.6 
FIRST DOWNS 331 301 
Rushing 30 W 
Passing 170 140 
Penalty 3 44 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2671 2315 
Yards gainedrushing 3187 zm 


Yards lost rushing 516 396 
Rushing Attempts 599 561 
Average Per Rush 45 4] 
Average Per Game 190.8 165.4 
TDs Rushing 29 20 


PASSING YARDAGE 3860 3508 


Comp-Att-Int 324-496-11 303-479-15 
Average Per Pass 18 13 
Average Per Catch ng 1.6 
Average Per Game 275.7 250.6 
TDs Passing 29 71 
TOTAL OFFENSE 6531 5823 
Total Plays 1095 1040 
Average Per Play 6.0 5.6 


Average Per Game 466.5 415.9 
KICKRETURNS: #-YDS 44-967 21-459 
PUNTRETURNS: #-YDS 33-302 16-119 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 15-129 1-170 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 
QB Brett Hundley (6-3, 227, So.) 
Jerry Neuheisel (6-1, 191, Fr.) 
TB Jordon James (5-9, 193, Jr.) 
Damien Thigpen (5-8, 180, Sr.) 
LT Torian White (6-5, 282, So.) 
Conor McDermott (6-8, 260, So.) 
LG Xavier Su’a-Filo (6-3, 304, Jr.) 
Ben Wysocki (6-4, 280, So.) 
C Jake Brendel (6-4, 276, So.) 
Kody Innes (6-3, 275, Jr.) 
RG Alberto Cid (6-2, 325, Sr.) 
Alexander Ceachir (6-5, 302, Sr.) 
RT Simon Goines (6-6, 320, So.) 
Will Oliver (6-7, 274, So.) 
SR Devin Fuller (5-11, 194, So.) 
Kenneth Walker (5-9, 175, So.) 
WR Devin Lucien (6-0, 192, So.) 
Kenneth Walker (5-9, 175, So.) 
WR Jordan Payton (6-1, 210, So.) 
Tyler Scott (6-2, 205, So.) 
WR Shaquelle Evans (6-1, 211, Sr.) 
Logan Sweet (6-0, 186, So.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Owamagbe Odighizuwa (6-3, 265, Sr.) 
Eli Ankou (6-3, 290, Fr.) 
DT Seali'l Epenesa (6-1, 316, Sr.) 
Ellis McCarthy (6-4, 330, So.) 
DE Cassius Marsh (6-4, 268, Sr.) 
Brandon Willis (6-1, 268, Jr.) 
OLB Aaron Wallace (6-2, 228, So.) 
Keenan Graham (6-1, 246, Sr.) 
ILB Erick Zumwalt (6-4, 230, So.) 
Ryan Hofmister (6-0, 222, Jr.) 
ILB Eric Kendricks (6-0, 228, Jr.) 
Isaiah Bowens (6-1, 220, Sr.) 
OLB Anthony Barr (6-4, 245, Sr.) 
Jeremy Castro (6-2, 243, Fr.) 
CB Ishmael Adams (5-8, 185, Fr.) 
Marcus Rios (5-1, 185, So.) 
CB Fabian Moreau (6-0, 182, So.) 
Anthony Jefferson (6-1, 184, Jr.) 
FS Randall Goforth (5-10, 187, So.) 
Brandon Sermons (5-11, 195, Sr.) 
SS Dietrich Riley (6-0, 200, Jr.) 
Brandon Sermons (5-11, 195, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K_ Ka’imi Fairbairn (5-1, 181, So.) 
P Sean Covington (6-2, 195, Fr.) 


> Sporting News All-American 


STATISTIC UCLA} opp | 


KICK RETURN AVG. 22.0 219 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 92 14 
INT RETURN AVG. 8.6 15.5 
FUMBLES-LOST 24-14 29-17 
PENALTIES-YARDS 130-1281 92-859 
Average Per Game 915 614 
PUNTS-YARDS 78-3374 83-3480 
Average Per Punt 433 49 
Net punt average 39.9 313 


TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 79:39 30:21 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 83/217 67/204 


3rd-Down Pct. 38% 3% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. W22 8/20 
4th-Down Pct. 50% 40% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 47-249 52-302 
MISC YARDS 58 -19 
TDS SCORED 62 50 
FG-ATTEMPTS 16-22 13-21 
ATTENDANCE 419370 243045 
Games/AvgPerGame 7/6848]  6/40508 
Neutral Site Games 1/55507 
SCOREBYOTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 
UCLA 1448 138 95 101 0 482 
Opponent 86 123 80 97 O 386 


Follow Sporting News on Twitter @sportingnews 3 


SUN DEVILS 


S.5 Sacramento State 

5.14 Wisconsin 

S.21 @STANFORD 

$.28 USC 

0.5 @NOTRE DAME* 

0.12 Colorado 

0.19 Washington 

0.3) @WASHINGTON STATE 

N.9 @UTAH 

N.16 Oregon State 

N.23 @UCLA 

N.30 Arizona 
*At Arlington, TX 

COACH 

Todd Graham 

Second year (8-5) 

Career record: 57-34 

Offensive coordinator: 

Mike Norvell (second year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Paul Randolph (second year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 8-5 

Beat Navy in the 

Kraft Fight Hunger Bowl, 62-28 

Stadium: Sun Devil Stadium (71,706) 

Tickets: 480-727-0000 

Site: Tempe, Ariz. 


Online: thesundevils.com 
Twitter: @FootballASU 


er 
42 


ARIZONA Stage 


Todd Graham's peripatetic ways may be cured, 
at least for now. The second-year Sun Devils coach 
is never a sure bet to stick around, after leaving 
Pittsburgh after just a year to arrive in Tempe last 
season, but there’s a lot to live for with this team. 

Especially after all-everything defensive tackle 
Will Sutton decided to stay out of the NFL Draft. 
The Sun Devils are loaded with veteran talent that 
can offer the multiple looks on both sides of the 
ball that Graham would like. And this team should 
be able to improve on what was its first winning 
record since 2007. 

Aggressive and yet disciplined, ASU rushed the 
ball 59.1 percent of the time last year, and had the 
second-highest sack mark (4.0 per game) in the 
nation. The Devils also had just the eighth-most 
penalties in the country. With a better grip on his 
personnel this season, Graham started shortening 
spring practice times and ran his team through 
intense, purposeful workouts. That kept the players 
happy, too. 


OFFENSE 

Running backs Marion Grice and D,J. Foster 
were so effective in multidimensional roles out of 
the backfield last season that Cameron Marshall’s 
backward slide hardly mattered. This time, there’s 
also promise in redshirt freshman Terrell Davis 
anda chance that Deandre Lewis could finally help 
at running back after a gunshot wound kept him 
out in 2011. 

At quarterback, ASU has unusual stability after 
four straight years of new starters. Taylor Kelly 
became the Pac-12’s most efficient passer (159.88 
QB rating) and threw for 29 touchdowns, showing 
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‘AYLOR KELLY 


good instincts and the ability to protect the ball or 
finish broken plays on the run. Michael Eubank 
had four rushing and four passing touchdowns 

as the backup quarterback last season, helping in 
short-yardage situations, but Mike Bercovici could 
challenge for the supporting role after playing well 
in the spring. 

Wide receiver remains an issue at ASU, though 
Grice and Foster combined with tight end Chris 
Coyle to cover that problem up somewhat last 
season. Coyle set the school’s single-season record 
for tight ends with 57 receptions and, while he is 
expected to receive much more defensive attention 
this season, ASU is tinkering with a two-tight end 
set with Darwin Rogers. It would help more if the 
Sun Devils can develop some help to go with Kevin 
Ozier at wide receiver. 

Arizona State’s offensive line has two big holes 
to fill on the right side. Veteran left tackle Evan 
Finkenberg is the leader of the unit. Emerging 
standout Jamil Douglas is likely to move from left 
guard to right tackle. The Sun Devils would love 
to have Auburn transfer Christian Westerman 
available, but he’s not expected to be cleared 
immediately. The Sun Devils are solid at center 
with Kody Koebensky starting and juco addition 
Nick Kelly backing him up, allowing sophomore 
Mo Latu to move to guard. 


DEFENSE 

Even before he inherited Sutton and standout 
linebacker Carl Bradford, Graham was known 
for teams with high sack totals while head coach 
at Pitt, Tulsa and Rice. Those guys just made it 
easier. Sutton has good hands and the ability to 
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use his body for leverage, recording at least one tackle for 
loss in every game last season. Proof of his value came when 
he didn’t play against UCLA and, as a result, ASU gave up 

a season-high 45 points in the loss. If it weren’t for Sutton, 
Bradford would be the defense’s star—he had 20.5 tackles for 
loss and 11.5 sacks last season. Together, the duo helped keep 
ASU opponents from advancing past the line of scrimmage 
16.7 percent of the time. 

Rushing defense is still an issue for ASU, especially in the 
red zone, but the Sun Devils’ line has the kind of depth and 
versatility that suggests improvement. There are returnees 
Bradford, Sutton and Junior Onalyias well as promising juco 
transfers Demetrius Cherry and Marcus Hardison. 

The Sun Devils lost the leadership and omnipresence of 
Brandon Magee at linebacker, but returning starters Chris 
Young and Steffon Martin were effective pass rushers 
last season. Incoming juco transfers Eriquel Florence and 
Antonio Longino could also make an impact there. The 
secondary wasn’t deep before Keelan Johnson and Deverson 
Carr left but does have proven starters in safety Alden Darby 
and cornerback Osahon I[rabor. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Placekicking was a sore point for ASU in 2012, Alex 
Garouette lost his kicking job to Jon Mora toward the end 
of last season, though Garouette continued to handle the 
extra points. Now, Mora could lose the job to freshman Zane 
Gonzalez, who was perfect on field goals as a high school 
senior in Texas, 

With punter Josh Hubner gone, ASU has an intriguing 
replacement in freshman Matt Haack, who can roll out and 
kick with either leg. 

There are plenty of options in the return game. If ASU 
doesn’t want to use Grice or Foster, there’s wide receiver Rick 
Smith, Kyle Middlebrooks or starting cornerback Robert 
Nelson. 


BOTTOM LINE 

Graham isn’t shy about pushing the Sun Devils toward a 
new goal this season. On the first day of spring practice, he 
displayed a poster of the Rose Bowl trophy and spoke often 
about getting there. He might as well. The Sun Devils won’t 
sneak up on anybody. They return too much talent, too much 
experience and a coach who is becoming more appreciated 
the longer he stays in town. 


RATING THE RECRUITS 
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cL © CHANS COX, /LB 

From Blue Ridge High in Lakeside, Ariz., the 6-2, 
220-pound Cox is the Sun Devils’ top in-state 
commitment. An excellent athlete and tackler, he 
has the chance to step in and play early. 


from coast-to-coast. It will bea surprise if he 
doesn't see significant snaps this season, 


4 > DAMARIOUS RANDALL, (B 
Fromnearby Mesa (Ariz.) Community College, 
Randall is another impact junior-college 
prospect. The 6-0, 185-pound athlete was stellar 
last season and was ranked as the No. 3 juco 
comerback in the country by 247Sports (No. 12 by 
the247Composite). 


@ > JAELEN STRONG, WR 

There was some question about Strong being 
able toenroll with this class out of Pierce College 
in Woodland Hills, Calif. But Arizona State was 
confident about the 6-5, 205-pound Philadelphia 
native, who has as much upside as any incoming 
junior-college receiving prospect in the country. 


S > RONALDLEWIS, WR 

From West Jefferson High in Harvey, La., Lewis 
was one of two Pelican State prospects the Sun 
Devils signed in the 2013 class (New Orleans 
defensive end Corey Smith was the other), The 
three-star prospect has good size (6-1, 190) and 
speed and should havea good futurein ASU's 
offensive system. 


3 > MARCUS HARDISON, DE 

The 6-5, 290-pound Hardison is animmediate- 
impact prospect who has the athleticism to play 
inside or outside on the defensiveline. The Dodge 


City (Kan.) Community College star drew interest 
—Brandi Mills 


5-YEAR RECORD 
» 29-33 


Le x 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


IMPACT PLAYER 


A true freshman last season, 
Mendoza made an immediate 
impact against Illinois when injuries 
created an opportunity, intercepting 
two passes. He injured his shoulder 
inthe game, however, and was lost 
for the year. Mendoza was limited 
in the spring, but his size and speed 
should make hima big factor at 
middle linebacker come fall. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


OFFENSE 
> PASSING 
Taylor Kelly 


GP Effic. Cmp-Attint Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 


1B 1599 | 241-359-9 | 671 3039 29! 233.8 
> RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/6 
Marion Grice B 103/679 66/1) 522 
P RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg TD Avg/G 
Chris Coyle B 57 696 122 5 535 
DEFENSE 
» TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Chris Young B 53 2 8 
> SACKS GP No. ‘Yards 
Will Sutton 2 13.0 102 
PINTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Robert Nelson 3 68 270 
Alden Darby 3] 54) 513) 1 
2012 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC ASU | opp | 
SCORING 499 316 
Points Per Game 38.4 143 
FIRST DOWNS 329 24] 
Rushing 146 129 
Passing 160 99 
Penalty B 19 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2670 2377 
Yardsgainedrushing 3044 2927 


Yards lost rushing 314 550 
Rushing Attempts 598 559 
Average Per Rush 45 43 
Average Per Game 205.4 182.8 
TDs Rushing 1] V 
PASSING YARDAGE 3369 2183 
Comp-Att-Int 275-413-12__198-394-21 
Average Per Pass 8.2 55 
Average Per Catch 123 1.0 
Average Per Game 259.2 167.9 
TDs Passing 3 rz} 
TOTAL OFFENSE 6039 4560 
Total Plays Ton 953 
Average Per Play 6.0 48 


Average PerGame 464.5 350.8 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 34-761 5-8 
PUNT RETURNS: #-YDS 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 21-383 12-189 


Daily coverage at sportingnews.com/ncaa-football 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 
QB Taylor Kelly (6-2, 203, Jr.) 
Michael Eubank (6-6, 246, So.) 
TB D.J. Foster (5-11, 199, So.) 
Chris Coyle (6-3, 222, Sr.) 
RB Marion Grice (6-0, 204, Sr.) 
D.J. Foster (5-1), 199, So.) 
LT Evan Finkenberg (6-4, 293, Sr.) 
Tyler Sulka (6-5, 277, Jr.) 
LG MoLatu (6-3, 338, So.) 
Sil Ajawara (6-4, 297, Jr.) 
C Kody Koebensky (6-3, 290, Sr.) 
Nick Kelly (6-3, 274, So.) 
RG Vi Teofilo (6-3, 314, So.) 
Stephon McCray (6-3, 299, Fr.) 
RT Jamil Douglas (6-4, 303, Jr.) 
Jack Powers (6-6, 260, Fr.) 

TE Chris Coyle (6-3, 222, Sr.) 
De'Marieya Nelson (6-3, 230, Jr.) 
Rick Smith (5-9, 165, So.) 
Alonzo Agwuenu (6-4, 212, Sr.) 
WR Kevin Ozier (6-2, 200, Sr.) 

Gary Chambers (6-3, 200, So.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Davon Coleman (6-2, 276, Sr.) 
Marcus Hardison (6-5, 290, Jr.) 
NT Will Sutton (6-1, 288, Sr.) 
Demetrius Cherry (6-6, 275, Jr.) 
DL Jaxon Hood (6-0, 287, So.) 
Jake Sheffield (6-3, 272, Sr.) 
LB Carl Bradford (6-1, 241, Jr.) 
Junior Onyeali (6-0, 241, Sr.) 
LB Steffon Martin (6-1, 236, Sr.) 
Anthony Jones (6-1, 212, Sr.) 
LB Chris Young (6-0, 233, Sr.) 
Ezekiel Bishop (5-11, 194, So.) 
LB Carlos Mendoza (6-1, 219, Fr.) 
Chans Cox (6-3, 225, Fr.) 
CB Osahon Irabor (5-11, 181, Sr.) 
Lloyd Carrington (6-0, 188, Jr.) 
CB Robert Nelson (5-11, 169, Sr.) 
Marlon Pollard (5-10, 169, Sr.) 
FS Shane McCullen (6-2, 200, Sr.) 
Laiu Moeakiola (6-0, 209, Fr.) 
SS Alden Darby (5-11, 192, Sr.) 
Damarious Randall (6-0, 185, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Zane Gonzalez (6-1, 160, Fr.) 
P Matt Haack (6-1, 185, Fr.) 
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STATISTIC i 
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KICK RETURN AVG. 224 219 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 82 10.1 
INT RETURN AVG. 18.2 15.8 
FUMBLES-LOST 20-12 19-9 
PENALTIES-YARDS 55-454 79-671 
Average Per Game 349 51.6 
PUNTS-YARDS 61-2765 86-3582 
Average Per Punt 453 4\7 
Net punt average 407 361 
TIME OF POSS./GAME 29:15 30:45 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 80/194 73/208 
3d-Down Pct. 41% 35% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 8 10/21 
4th-Down Pct. 39% 48% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 53-353 37-220 
MISC YARDS 0 0 
TDS SCORED 65 4 
FG-ATTEMPTS 15-23 10-14 
ATTENDANCE 341007 345833 
Games/AvgPerGame 6/56834 6/57639 
Neutral Site Games V/34112 


SCOREBYOTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 
ArizonaState = 145 -137:«91 «126 «0 «499 
Opponent 69 99 86 62 0 316 


2013 SCHEDULE 


Northern Arizona 
@UNLV 

UTSA 
@WASHINGTON 
@USC 

Utah 
@COLORADO 
@CALIFORNIA 
UCLA 
Washington State 
Oregon 
@ARIZONA STATE 


COACH 


Rich Rodri 


Second year (8-5) 
Career record: 84-53 


guez 


Offensive coordinators: 

Calvin Magee, Rod Smith (second year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Jeff Casteel (second year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 8-5 

Beat Nevada in the 

Gildan New Mexico Bowl, 49-48 
Stadium: Arizona Stadium (56,000) 
Tickets: 520-621-2287 

Site: Tucson, Ariz. 

Online: arizonawildcats.com 
Twitter: @ArizonaFBall 


RichRod’s folksy demeanor is taking a somewhat more stern tone 
in year two at Arizona. He already infected a fanbase jaded by years 
of mediocrity with an offense that made an immediate jump. The 
Wildcats averaged 38.2 points a game, won eight games and pulled off 
an improbable comeback against Nevada in the New Mexico Bowl. Now, 
Arizona has 18 players coming off their redshirt year and virtually its 
entire defense returning. 


Rodriguez’ offensive success last season had a lot to do with 
quarterback Matt Scott, whose athleticism and passing skills made him an 
ideal match for the spread offense. How much, exactly, will be known this 
season when Scott is replaced by either returnee B,J. Denker or another 
candidate. While Denker did nothing in the spring to hurt his position, 
USC transfer Jesse Scroggins may have the best arm of the group. There’s 
also Louisiana Tech transfer Nick Isham and well-regarded freshman 
Anu Solomon arriving this fall. The Wildcats have two standouts to build 
around offensively in receiver Austin Hill and running back Ka’Deem 
Carey, but both have issues: Hill tore his ACL in the spring and won't 
likely return until midseason, while Carey needs to get his off-field act 
together. Hill exploded for 81 catches and 11 touchdowns last season, 
while Carey is a potential Heisman candidate. After leading the nation 
in rushing last season (1,929 yards), Carey was charged for disorderly 
conduct in an incident with his pregnant ex-girlfriend and booted froma 
Wildcats basketball game when he argued with a police officer. 


Too often last season, all those good offensive vibes died on the other 
side of the ball. Arizona’s 3-3-5 defense allowed 35.3 points per game and 
was dead last in Pac-12 total defense, allowing 499 yards. It has little pass 
rush, making its secondary even weaker. One of the more interesting 
hopes for Arizona is whether lineman Tevin Hood can corral the emotion 
that resulted in a scuffle with teammate Cody Ippolito at the New Mexico 
Bowl. He has the toughness and size to anchor the line. The secondary 
could get an intriguing boost from Richard Morrison, who was recruited 
as a quarterback, played receiver last season and requested to move over 
to cornerback this season. Jake Smith, a transfer from Syracuse and 
Youngstown State, has the kicking 


job after hurting his knee last = 

season just when he nearly took it IMPAGT PLAYER 

deen Jobin Bona [Marquis Flowers, LB 77/4 

Moved from safety to linebacker 
during fall camp a year ago, 
Thanks toa easy early schedule, Flowers grew quickly into the role, 
the Wildcats have time to plugin earning the Pac-12’s defensive 
the right quarterback. If Arizona player of the week awardin 
a ey. November. Now he had his first 

figures things out by the time it gets spring at the position and should 

to USC on Oct. 10—and beyond—it be even more effective. 

could land in a better bowl game. 
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CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB B.J. Denker (6-3, 177, Sr.) 

FB Michael Cooper (6-5, 240, Jr.) 
RB Ka'Deem Carey (5-10, 197, Jr.) 
LT Mickey Baucus (6-8, 285, Jr.) 
LG Chris Putton (6-4, 280, Sr.) 

C Steven Gurrola (6-2, 285, Jr.) 
RG T.D.Gross (6-6, 277, Fr.) 

RT Fabbians Ebbele (6-8, 310, Jr.) 
WR Tyler Slavin (6-2, 205, Jr.) 
WR Austin Hill (6-3, 211, Jr.) 
WR Terrence Miller (6-4, 226, Sr.) 


DE Reggie Gilbert (6-4, 252, Jr.) 
NT Tevin Hood (6-0, 302, Jr.) 
DT Sione Tuihalamaka (6-2, 271, Sr.) 
SLB Marquis Flowers (6-3, 221, Sr.) 
MLB Jake Fischer (6-0, 215, Sr.) 
WLB Sir Thomas Jackson (6-0, 215, So.) 
S/LB Tra'Mayne Bondurant (5-10, 207, Jr.) 
S/LB Jared Tevis (5-10, 197, Jr.) 
CB Shaquille Richardson (6-1, 186, Sr.) 
CB Jonathan McKnight (5-11, 167, Jr.) 
FS JourdonGrandon (6-0, 186, Jr.) 


K Jake Smith (6-2, 200, Sr.) 
P Drew Riggleman (6-2, 209, So.) 


! Sporting News All-American 


warsronrs 
» PIERRECORMIER, RB 
The 5-10, 180-pound Cormier ranks as the nation’s No. 
Tlall-purpose back out of Madison High in San Diego, 
according to the 247Composite. 


» DEREK BABIASH, CB 
Babiash, who has the height (6-1) most college pro- 
grams are looking for ina cornerback, starred at Poway 
(Calif. High and is the nation’s No, 27 corner prospect, 
according to the 247Composite. 


3 » DEANDREMILLER, LB 
Milleris an under-the-radar prospect from Buckeye Union 
Highin Arizona and sources close to the Wildcats’ program 
believe the 6-2, 230-pound linebacker will play early, 


» TJ.JOHNSON, ATH 
From{sland Coast High in Cape Coral, Fla.,the5-8, 
165-pound Johnson is the type of playmaker that fits Ari- 
zona’s system perfectly. According to the 247Composite, 
Johnsonis ranked as the No. 49 athletenationally. 

» KHARI MCGEE, ATH 
The 6-2, 200-pound McGee, who played quarterback at 
Edison High in Fresno, Calif., could stay under center in 
Tucson or play wide receiver, safety or cornerback. 


—Brandi Mills 


CAREY: WILY LOW / AP 


LEE: RICK BOWMER / AP 


Le 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONAL TITLE 
PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Max Wittek (6-4, 235, So.) 
FB Soma Vainuku (6-0, 250, So.) 
TB Silas Redd (5-10, 200, Sr.) 

LT Aundrey Walker (6-6, 300, Jr.) 
LG Max Tuerk (6-6, 285, So.) 

C Marcus Martin (6-2, 325, Jr.) 
RG John Martinez (6-2, 305, Sr.) 
RT Kevin Graf (6-6, 300, Sr.) 

TE Randall Telfer (6-4, 255, Jr.) 
WR Nelson Agholor (6-1, 185, So.) 
WR Marqise Lee (6-0, 195, Jr.) 


DE Devon Kennard (6-3, 260, Sr.) 

NG George Uko (6-2, 275, Jr.) 

DT Antwaun Woods (6-1, 305, So.) 

DT Leonard Williams (6-5, 175, So.) 

DE Morgan Breslin (6-2, 250, Sr.) 
MLB Hayes Pullard (6-1, 235, Jr.) 
WLB Lamar Dawson (6-2, 235, Jr.) 

CB Torin Harris (6-0, 190, Sr.) 

CB Josh Shaw (6-11, 190 Jr.) 

FS Su'aCravens (6-3, 215, Fr.) 

SS Dion Bailey (6-0, 210, Jr.) 


K Andre Heidari (5-10, 200, Jr.) 
P Kris Albarado (5-10, 200, So.) 
Sporting News All-American 


| j i ‘ 

3 el 
iL » KENNY BIGELOW, DT 
The 6-3,297-pound Elkton, Md. product, who has already 
enrolled at USC, was a consensus five-star prospect and 
the No. 2 defensive tacklein the class. 
@ » SU'ACRAVENS,S 
The 6-1, 205-pound early enrollee from Vista Mur- 
rieta High was California's top prep prospect and the 
nation’s top safety ina loaded year at the position. 


3 » MAXBROWNE, 0B 

Browne threw for 4,526 yards and 49 TDs asa senior 

in Sammamish, Wash., and was the top pro-style 
quarterback prospect in his class. The 6-Searly enrollee 
has drawn accolades for his work so far at USC. 


4 » LEON MCQUAY II, S 
The 6-2, 184-pound Floridian has already enrolled at 
USC and was a five-star prospect nationally. 


S » CHRISHAWKINS, CB 

The 6-0, 175-pound Rancho Cucamonga (Calif.) High 
standout is the fifth of the top five USC signees to 
enrollearly. 


—Brandi Mills 


If there’s anything good about USC’s disastrous 2012 season, it’s 
that expectations have been blown to shreds. The preseason No. 1 team 
in the AP poll last season, the Trojans are now... just another team. 
Quarterback Matt Barkley is gone, the secondary returns just one 
starter, and the roster is still weakened by NCAA sanctions. Coach 
Lane Kiffin shook up his staff and the Trojans held some unusually 
physical spring practices, leading to a number of key injuries. 


The fun starts with wideout Margqise Lee, the Trojans’ breakaway 
threat and Heisman candidate, but it may take a while to figure out 
who’s going to get him the ball. While Max Wittek received two starts 
in Barkley’s place late last season, he barely held an edge on the QB job 
heading into the fall. Wittek is a big-play threat but his accuracy is in 
question. Cody Kessler is more mobile and played well in the spring, 


while there’s also another strong arm arriving in freshman Max Browne. 


Whoever the choice is, the obvious go-to guys are Lee and running back 
Silas Redd, while freshman tailback Justin Davis could also make an 
impact. At receiver, Nelson Agholor improved as his freshman season 
went on last year and he'll have a bigger role this season after USC lost 
receiver George Farmer toa torn left ACL and MCL during the spring. 
Southern Cal has four of five starters back on the offensive line. 
/EFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

Whether you call it a 3-4 or a5-2—where Devon Kennard and 
Morgan Breslin are essentially hybrid linebacker/ends—the fact is that 
new coordinator Clancy Pendergast’s defense will have the Trojans 
aggressively applying pressure. That means some single coverage from 
cornerbacks, which, frankly, is a bit scary for this bunch. A combination 
of injuries, graduations and the early NFL departure of Nickell Robey 
suggest the secondary will be a significant weakness. USC may have to 
keep safety Josh Shaw at corner, where he finished last year, and shift 
linebacker Dion Bailey to safety. Hayes Pullard and Lamar Dawson will 
be solid inside linebackers, and USC is in good shape on the line. 

Lee’s gamebreaking ability 
alone makes the kick-return game 
effective. The Trojans hope kicker 
Andre Heidari returns to his 2011 
all-conference form. 


IMPAGT PLAYER 
DevonKennard,DE 4 /@ 


Atweener of sorts in previous 
lineups, Kennard bounced between 


RoTT? defensive end and linebacker 


=| 


a) E . before missing all of last season 

The Trojans have 16 returning when he tore a chest muscle before 
starters and the usual boatload the season started. Now he getsa 
of blue-chip recruits, but multifaceted role in the 5-2, where 
quarterbacking, chemistry and his versatility and intelligence 


: : should allow him to thrive. 
coaching are all question marks. 


2013 SCHEDULE 


@HAWAII 
Washington State 
Boston College 
Utah State 
@ARIZONA STATE 
0.10 Arizona 
0.19 @NOTRE DAME 
0.2 U Utah 
N.] @OREGON STATE 
@CALIFORNIA 

Stanford 

N.23 @COLORADO 
N.30 UCLA 


COACH 

Lane Kiffin 

Fourth year (25-13) 

Career record: 32-19 
Offensive coordinator: 
Kennedy Polamalu (fourth year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Clancy Pendergast (first year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 7-6 

Lost to Georgia Tech in the 

Hyundai Sun Bowl, 21-7 

Stadium: Memorial Coliseum (93,607) 
Tickets: 213-740-GOSC 

Site: Los Angeles 

Online: usctrojans.com 

Twitter: @USC Athletics 


Download Sporting News’ free tablet app for the iPad BI 


2013 SCHEDULE 


Utah State 
Weber State 
Oregon State 
@BYU 

UCLA 
Stanford 
@ARIZONA 
@USC 
Arizona State 
@OREGON 
@WASHINGTON STATE 
Colorado 


COACH 
Ninth year (70-32) 
Career record: 70-32 
Offensive coordinators: 
Brian Johnson (second year) 
Dennis Erickson (first year) 


Defensive coordinator: 
Kalani Sitake (fifth year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 5-7 

Stadium: Rice-Eccles Stadium (45,017) 
Tickets: 801-581-UTIX 

Site: Salt Lake City 

Online: utahutes.cstv.com 

Twitter: @Utah_Football 


TRAVIS WILSON 


Since joining the Pac-12 in 2011, the Utes haven’t quite turned from 
“BCS Busters” to “BCS Bust.” But, after appearing in the 2005 Fiesta 
Bowland the 2009 Sugar Bowl, Utah has found it difficult to escape 
mediocrity in the Pac-12—and there are too many losses this season 
to make a major move upward. What could help is that coach Kyle 
Whittingham hired veteran offensive guru Dennis Erickson to work the 
spread and infuse some confidence in an offense that finished ahead of 
only hapless Colorado in total offense last season. 


Erickson will technically be the co-coordinator with Brian Johnson 
after taking last season off following his departure as head coach of 
Arizona State in 2011. It won't be a cushy retirement job. The Utes 
must significantly rebuild and reshuffle an offensive line while further 
developing Travis Wilson at quarterback. The Utes will shuffle around 
their offensive line, hoping to better protect Wilson. The leader should 
be Jeremiah Poutasi, who will move from right to left tackle. James Poole 
can make a push behind Kelvin York at running back. The physical 
Karl Williams may also get on the field, but it could be difficult to finda 
reliable playmaker in the backfield. The receivers are more encouraging, 
with the athletic Quinton Pedroza joining returning starters Dres 
Anderson and Kenneth Scott. 


If you didn’t know Nate Fakhafua changed his name to Nate Orchard 
(taking on the name of his legal guardians), none of the Utes’ defensive 
lineman may sound familiar. At end, Orchard is the only returning starter 
froma group that suffered big losses. Linebacker Trevor Reilly, Utah’s 
leading tackler last season, is expected to move full time to end after 
splitting time between end and linebacker last season. Also lining up there 
will be former rugby player and running back Thretton Palamo, who 


played well at end during the spring. 
Needing to replace both starting IMPALT PLAYER 
JuniorSalt,OL___ 7 7g 


corners, Utah needs well-regarded 
Keith McGill to stay healthy. 5 ; 
Just after Salt finally entered his 
first fall camp at Utah last summer, 


having left the state to attend 


The Utes missed a bowl game— 
any bowl game—for the first 
time in a decade last year. While 
Erickson may help bring some 
change to the offense, don’t expect 
anew postseason streak. 
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Mt. San Antonio College, the well- 
regarded juco transfer broke his 
foot and missed the season. The 
silver lining: Utah needs him more 
this season, and now they'll have 
Salt for 2014, too. 


BOWL NATIONAL TITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Travis Wilson (6-6, 240, So.) 

RB Kelvin York (5-11, 220, Sr.) 

LT Jeremiah Poutasi (6-5, 345, So.) 
LG Jeremiah Tofaeono (6-2, 320, Sr.) 
C Vyncent Jones (6-3, 305, Sr.) 

RG Junior Salt (6-2, 325, Jr.) 

RT Siaosi Aiono (6-2, 305, So.) 

TE Jake Murphy (6-4, 252, Jr.) 

WR Kenneth Scott (6-3, 211, Jr.) 

WR Dres Anderson (6-1, 187, Jr.) 

WR Quinton Pedroza (6-2, 216, Jr.) 


DE Nate Orchard (6-3, 245, Jr.) 
DT Tenny Palepoi (6-2, 300, Sr.) 
DT LT Tuipulotu (6-1, 305, Sr.) 
DE Trevor Reilly (6-5, 245, Sr.) 
OLB Brian Blechen (6-2, 212, Sr.) 
ILB_ V.J, Fehoko (5-11, 225, Jr.) 
OLB Jason Whittingham (6-2, 234, So.) 
CB Keith McGill (6-3, 205, Sr.) 
CB Justin Thomas (5-9, 173, Fr.) 
S_ Eric Rowe (6-1, 205, Jr.) 
S Tyron Morris-Edwards (6-1, 200, Jr.) 


K Andy Phillips (5-11, 210, So.) 
P TomHackett (6-0, 187, So.) 


2aysronrs 


» DRE’VIAN YOUNG, RB 
The brother of former University of Texas and NFL 
tunning back Selvin Young, the Houston Nimitz High 
product (5-10, 180) rushed for 1,140 yards and 10 
touchdowns as a prep senior. 


» ANDRELEWIS, WR 
Lewis, a big-bodied juco receiver (6-3, 218), caught 
60 passes for 1,014 yards and 15 touchdowns last 
season at Diablo Valley College in Pleasant Hill, Calif. 


» GAIUS VAENUKU, DE 
The 6-5, 255-pound Vaenuku, who had 17 tackles for loss 
and 12 sacks as a senior at Trinity Highin Euless, Texas, 
selected the Utes over TCU. 


» TEVINCARTER,S 
The 6-2, 200-pound defender began his college career 
asa receiver at Cal before transferring to the junior-col- 
lege ranks, where he played in the defensive backfield. 


UAEAMASINA,LB 
A physical and versatile prospect from Brighton High in 
Salt Lake City, Masina has the frame (6-3, 210), tenacity 
and upside to develop into an outstanding defender 
inthe Pac-l2. 
—Brandi Mills 


WILSON: RICK BOWMER / AP 


WOOD: MARK J. TERRILL / AP 


Le @ 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Connor Wood (6-3, 230, Jr.) 

TB Christian Powell (6-0, 240, So.) 

FB Alex Wood (6-2, 245, Sr.) 

LT Jack Harris (6-6, 300, Sr.) 

LG Daniel Munyer (6-2, 295, Jr.) 

C GusHandler (6-3, 290, Sr.) 

RG Alex Kelley (6-3, 310, Fr.) 

RT Stephane Nembot (6-8, 310, So.) 

TE Kyle Slavin (6-4, 250, Jr.) 

WR Nelson Spruce (6-2, 200, So.) 
WR Paul Richardson (6-1, 170, Jr.) 

JEFENSE 

DE Samson Kafovalu (6-3, 250, So.) 

DT Nate Bonsu (6-1, 295, Sr.) 

DE Josh Tupou (6-3, 330, So.) 

DE Chidera Uzo-Diribe (6-3, 250, Sr.) 
OLB Addison Gillam (6-3, 229, Fr.) 
MLB Derrick Webb (6-0, 230, Sr.) 

OLB Woodson Greer (6-3, 235, Jr.) 
CB Kenneth Crawley (6-1, 170, So.) 
CB Greg Henderson (5-11, 185, Jr.) 

S Terrel Smith (5-9, 190, Sr.) 
S$ Parker Orms (5-11, 200, Sr.) 


K Will Oliver (5-11, 195, Jr.) 
P Darragh O'Neill (6-2, 185, Jr.) 


: ‘way sronrs= 
» SEFOLIUFAU, QB 
The6-4,220-pound Liufau is the crown jewel of this class. 
From Bellarmine Prep in Tacoma, Wash., he has been 
tabbedas the oe of thefuturein sain: 


» PHILLIP LINDSAY, APB 
The5-9,175-pound Denver South products the Buffs’ 
highest-ratedin-state prospect (No. 6in Colorado, accord- 
ing to the 247Composite). With good hands and speed, he 
has theability tobea playmaker early in his career. 


= > TEDRIC THOMPSON, S 

Thompson, a 6-1, 205-pound prospect from Valencia 
(Calif.) High who's somewhat of a sleeper, picked 
the Buffs over UNLV, Fresno State and Minnesota. 


» DEVINROSS, WR 
The name of the game for Ross, who starred at Bishop 
Alemany High in Mission Hills, Calif., is speed. The 5-10, 
175-pound wideout has been timed as fast as 4.49 
seconds in the 40-yard dash. 


S » BRYCEBOBO, WR 
Bobo, a 6-2, 180-pound receiving target from Charter 
Oak High in Covina, Calif., is coming off a big senior 
season: 56 receptions, 1,041 yards, 10 TDs and 20 tackles 


at comerback, —Brandi Mills 


CONNOR WOOD 
If San Jose State couldn’t dampen Mike MacIntyre’s infectious 
enthusiasm and penchant for risk-taking, Colorado certainly won't. 
MacIntyre rescued the Spartans from the brink of football oblivion, 
going 11-2, before accepting a $10 million, five-year deal to take over 
the hapless Buffs. Colorado doesn’t have enough talent to do much of 


anything in his first season but gain experience in his pistol formation. 


The pistol is no panacea for the Buffaloes. In fact, MacIntyre’s 
first offense will likely have multiple looks. MacIntyre wants to 
throw long, but the Buffaloes were rarely able to stretch the field last 
season. Connor Wood gained experience at quarterback last season. 
But another top returning candidate, Jordan Webb, tore his ACL in 
the spring while redshirt freshman Shane Dillon was inconsistent. 
Colorado’s best receiving threat is the speedy Paul Richardson, who 
is coming offa knee injury. There’s also some hope over the arrival 
of freshman Jeff Thomas, while D.D. Goodson showed promise as a 
slot receiver in the spring. The line is still mostly in shambles. Tackle 
Stephane Nembot was encouraging in stretches while guard Daniel 
Munyer (broken leg) and tackle Alexander Lewis (shoulder surgery) 
are coming back from injury. 


Colorado’s defense was abysmal last season as the Buffs allowed 
46.0 points per game. Linebacker Derrick Webb (88 tackles) will 
lead the unit since Doug Rippy and Jon Major are gone. Most likely, 
Colorado will get help from true freshmen Jimmie Gilbert, Markeis 
Reed and Addison Gillam. Brady Daigh could replace Rippy at middle 
linebacker while Paul Vigo will battle Woodson Greer for one of the 
outside spots. Josh Moten moved from cornerback to safety where he 
and Parker Orms will compete. 

Darragh O'Neill is an NFL 
prospect at punter while Will 


Oliver is the likely placekicker. IMPACT PLAYER 


|Stephane Nembot, OT 


BOTT: FE: Initially brought in as a defensive 
MacIntyre may need all five end, Nembot moved to right 


of those years on his contract 

to turn this bunch around. The 
goal here will be to install new 
philosophies, manage the roster 
transition, and keep looking 
confidently toward the future. 


tackle but did not start despite his 


imposing 6-8, 310-pound frame. 
He’s made big improvement since 
then and now, with David Bakhtiari 
having left early for the NFL, 
Nembot might even move tothe 
left tackle spot in his place. 


SSS SS 


2013 SCHEDULE | 


@COLORADDST STATE® 

Central Arkansas 

Fresno State 

@OREGON STATE 

Oregon 

@ARIZONA STATE 

Arizona 

@UCLA 

@WASHINGTON 

N.16 California 
23 USC 
@UTAH 

*At Denver 


COACH 


Mike Mac 
First year 
Career record: 16-21 
Offense tonrtanatiee 
Brian Lindgren (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Kent Baer (first year) 


FAST FACTS 
O1ZRECORD: 

Stadium: Folsom Field (53,613) 

Tickets: 800-87-BUFFS 

Site: Boulder, Colo. 

Online: @cubuffs.com 

Twitter: @RunRalphieRun 


Inturo 
yvre 


Follow Sporting News on Twitter @sportingnews B9 


PRCUTLL EU UIUEN UL CIN 


BOWL PROJECTIONS 


EAST 


GEORGIA As usual, Southeastern Conference is 


Chick-Fil-A Bow! 


lndenandence Bow! 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 


ahead of the curve in college football 


By Scott Rabalais The Advocate (Baton Rouge, La.) 


You've heard of the term “retiring the 
trophy?” 

Well, the Southeastern Conference is on 
the verge of doing just that. 

College football will finally have a four-team 
playoff following the 2014 regular season. 

Before that, though, there is one more 
champion to crown under the current BCS 
formula. 

One guess which conference is home to the 
favorite. It's the one that has greedily hoarded 
the last seven BCS trophies. 

Two-time reigning champion Alabama 
goes into the 2013 season as the prohibitive 
preseason No. 1. For ‘Bama, which claims 15 
national championships, that’s nothing new. 

This is: The Crimson Tide will be trying to 
win a fourth national title in five years and a 
third straight BCS championship. Neither has 
ever been done. 

Though the Tide are once again the team 
to beat, they won't have an easy path to the 
Rose Bowl, where ‘Bama won its first BCS title 
over Texas after the 2009 season. 

Though early, Alabama's road trip to Texas 
A&M on Sept. 14 sets up as the game of the 
year in the SEC and one of the top matchups 
in the nation. The Aggies’ 29-24 upset of 
the Tide in Tuscaloosa last November is one 


reason. The other is the architect of that 
upset, Heisman Trophy winner Johnny Man- 
ziel, returns to dazzle again for his sophomore 
campaign at College Station. 

Those suffering from SEC fatigue must 
also come to grips with the fact that not only 
is the conference again home to some of the 
nation’s most dominant teams—Alabama, 
A&M, Florida, Georgia and South Carolina leap 
immediately to mind—but college football's 
most dynamic players on each side of the ball 
as well. 

While the SEC boasts “Johnny Football” 
on offense, it counterbalances with “Johnny 
knock your block off” on defense. South 
Carolina end Jadeveon Clowney is hands 
down the nation’s best defensive player, 
and would have been the No. 1 player taken 
in this year’s NFL Draft. Instead, the guy 
who sent Michigan tailback Vincent Smith's 
helmet flying in the Outback Bowl is back to 
give opposing offensive players nightmares 
one more time. 

The only pity is that the Aggies and 
Gamecocks don't meet in the regular season. 

Oh, well. There's always the SEC Champi- 
onship Game. Or, as it has become known in 
SEC country: a BCS playoff game. 

Once again, the SEC is ahead of the curve. 


y 4 B Texas AGM and Johnny 2 For thefirsttimein years, [4 SoSouthCarolinathinks J New Arkansas coach 
er el Manziel won'ttake astep ‘emma LSU will have a prolific feed it can win the SEC. Fine. med Bret Bielema just might 
y taal back in Year 2. Yes, everyone passing game. That's how much Pick a quarterback—and a be the best fit in Fayetteville 

P (i | Wr KING has spent the offseason new offensive coordinator Cam style. Does Steve Spurrier inyears. Yep, better than 
peas st Se symattruaves Studying the Aggies. But the Cameron will mean to OB Zach want the old Fun'N' Gun (Dylan © Bobby Petrino. No frills, hard 
| f I West is weaker, and the Aggies Mettenberger. The problem: LSU = Thompson) or a mobile O8 work and a simple football 
as al don't have to play Florida, won't have a defense that can pressing defenses withhisarm _ philosophy: The toughest 
— Georgia or South Carolina. dictate a game. and legs (Connor Shaw)? guy wins. 
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MCCARRON: DAVID J. PHILLIP / AP 


HENRY: KELLY JORDAN / THE FLORIDA TIMES-UNION; FREEZE: MARVIN GENTRY / USA TODAY SPORTS 


RATING THE SEC 

» FASTEST RECEIVER 

Damiare Byrd, South Carolina 

When not playing football, Byrd is a sprinter on the 
Gamecocks’ track team. 

> BESTHANDS 

Amari Cooper, WR, Alabama 

He's a rising star now after catching exactly |,000 
yards and ll touchdowns last season. 

> BEST PASSING G8 

Aaron Murray, Georgia 

The SEC's 2012 leader in passing yards (3,893) and 
touchdowns (36). 

> BEST RUNNING OB 

Johnny Manziel, Texas AGM 

Led the SEC in rushing. scoring and total offense 
last season. Enough said. 

» MOST ELUSIVE RB 

Todd Gurlay, Georgia 

Can we pick Johnny Manziel again? If not. then give 
us Georgia's Gurley. 

> BEST INSTINCTS 

Ha Ha Clinton-Dix, 5. Alabama 

The SEC's returning leader in interceptions is back 
to lead the Crimson Tide secondary. 

» BEST ATHLETE 

Jadeveon Clowney, DE, South Carolina 

If you were assembling a defensive end from 
scratch, you would use Clowney as the blueprint. 
» BEST UNDER PRESSURE 

AJ McCarron, 08. Alabama 

When the Tide's gotta have a score—like at LSU or 
against Georgia last seasan—AJ is A-OK. 

> TOP NFL PROSPECT 

Jadeveon Clowney, DE. South Carolina 

Would have been the No. | pick in the 2013 draft. 
Ditto 2014. 

» TOP IMPACT FROSH 

Robert Nkemdiche, DE, De Miss 

Has to deal with the expectations that he will 
replace Clowney on this list in a year or two. 

> HARDEST HITTER 

dadaveon Clownay, JE. South Carolina 

Did you see the Qutback Bowl? 

» BEST PASS RUSHER 

dadeveon Clowney, DE. South Carolina 
Averaged over a sack per game last season. 

> BEST INTERVIEW 

Steve Spurrier, South Carolina 

Most coaches’ comments are pure vanilla extract. 
Spurrier speaks his mind, and his words sometimes 
draw blood. 

» BEST GAME-DAY COACH 

Nick Saban, Alabama 

He's plotting how to beat you next year before this 
year's game ends. 

» BEST RECRUITER 

Hugh Fraaza, [le Miss 

It's much harder to attract the class he assembled 
to Oxford than it is to bring it to Tuscaloosa or 
Gainesville. 

> MOST INTIMIDATING STADIUM 

Tiger Stadium, LSU 

Start with fans grilling some version of your mas- 
cot at the tailgate, add a live Bengal tiger parked 
next to the visitor's locker room and end with Les 
Miles singing the alma mater after yet another win. 


RECRUITING ROUN DUP by Brian McLaughlin 


1» ALABAMA Running back Derrick Henry, TE 

0.J. Howard, DL Dee Liner and LBs Tim Williams and 
Reuben Foster form the backbone of 2013's best class. 
2» TEXAS A&M Theskill players, especially the wide 
receivers, are impressive, and the Aggies have surpassed 
Texas as the program to beat in the Lone Star State. 

3» FLORIDA The Gators will continue to be a defensive 
power if this crop of players is as good as advertised. 

4» OLEMISS Nobody closed better than the Rebels, 
whose body of work from December to February was 
second to none. 

5 > LSU Thereis great talent coming in on defense, 
and a good quarterback on board in Hayden Rettig. 


ALL-SEC 

OFFENSE 
QB Johnny Manziel, So. Texa 
RE Todd Gurley, So., Georgia 
RB Td. Yeldon, So. Alabama 
OL dake Matthews, Sr. Texas AGM 
OL Gabe Jackson, Sr., Mississippi State 
OL Anthony Steen, Sr, Alabama 
OL Cyrus Kouandijio, Jr. Alabama 
OL. Lael Collins, dr, US1) 
TE Arthur Lynch, Sr., Georgia 

WR Jordan Matthews, Sr. Vanderbilt 
WR Amari Cooper, So., Alabama 


DEFENSE 
DE  Jadeveon Clowney, Jr, South Carolina 
DT Anthony Johnson, ir. LSU 
DT Kelcy Quartes, Jr.. South Carolina 
DE Chris Smith, Sr, Arkansas 
LB C.J. Mosley, Sr. Alabama 
LB Trey DePriest, Jr. Aisbama 
LB A.J. Johnson, Jr, Tennessee 
CB Louchsiz Purifoy, dp. florida 
CB Deshazor Everett, Jr. Texas ABM 
S Craig Loston, Sr. LSU 
S HaHa Clinton-Dix, Jr. Alabama 


SPECIALISTS 
K Garay Spear, Sr.. Vanderbilt 


P Kyla Christy, Jr, Florida 


6 > GEORGIA The Bulldogs had some problems 
protecting their state borders this year, with other 
programs jumping in and plucking talent away. 

‘7 » AUBURN Eventhough new head coach Gus 
Malzahn is an offensive wizard, the defensive linemen 
are the stars of this class. 

8 > VANDERBILT The Commodores’ class would 
rank in the top two or three of most other BCS 
conferences. 

9 » SOUTHCAROLINA Like Vanderbilt, the 
Gamecocks have a top-20 class nationally but fall into 
the bottom half of the SEC rankings. 

10 > MISSISSIPPISTATE Defensive end Chris 
Jones is a beast whose stock rose late. 

11> TENNESSEE This class picked up some solid 
talent down the stretch, including WR Marquez North. 
12 » ARKANSAS Theinstability of the program last 
year hurt the Razorbacks, though offensive linemen 
Reeve Koehler and Denver Kirkland are bright spots. 
13 > KENTUCKY Mark Stoops landed two impact 
players in DB Marcus McWilson and DE Jason Hatcher. 
14 » MISSOURI One underrated member of 

this class is QB Eddie Printz, who once was aUCLA 
commitment. 


FREEZE 


ASGENDING 


OLE MISS 
Fis » The turnaround came 
in 2012, followed by 
the best recruiting class in school 
history, leading into what should be 


a breakthrough season in 2013. We'll 
know more after Week 3 at Texas. 


DESCENDING 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 
ary > Dan Mullen's teams in 
— Starkville have bean awful 
against the SEC West, last year beating 
only Ole Miss, the worst Auburn team in 
decades and completely dysfunctional 
Arkansas. 


Daily coverage at sportingnews.com/ncaa-football 14] 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


GAMECOCKS 


2013 SCHEDULE 


Vanderbilt 
Q@UCF 
0.5 Kentucky 
0.12 @ARKANSAS 
0.19 @TENNESSEE 
0.26 @MISSOURI 
N.2 Mississippi State 
N.16 Florida 
N.23 Coastal Carolina 
N.30 Clemson 
COACH 
Steve Spurrier 
Ninth year (66-37) 
Career record: 208-77-2 
Offensive coordinators: 
Shawn Elliott (second year) 
Steve Spurrier Jr. (second year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Lorenzo Ward (second year) 
FAST FACTS 
2012 RECORD: 11-2 
Beat Michigan in the 
Outback Bowl, 33-28 
Stadium: Williams-Brice Stadium 
(80,250) 
Tickets: 800-4SCFANS 
Site: Columbia, S.C. 
Online: gamecocksonline.com 
Twitter: @GamecockFB 


You have to turn all the way to the 
first inside page of the South Carolina 
spring media guide to see an image of 
“The Hit.” 

The mother ofall helmet-flying, 
filling-loosening, bell-ringing smackdowns 
that Gamecocks defensive end Jadeveon Clowney 
laid on Michigan running back Vincent Smith in the 
Outback Bowl on New Year's Day reigned as the top 
play on ESPN for weeks. It had nearly 3.5 million 
page views on YouTube by the time South Carolina 
wrapped up spring practice on April 13. 

Clowney was already the stuff of legend in South 
Carolina football lore, but the hit on Smith merely 
enhanced his stature (by the way, Clowney also 
forced and recovered a key fumble on the play). All 
Clowney needs to do to cement his legacy before he 
leaves to become the top pick in the 2014 NFL Draft 
(perhaps even with a Heisman Trophy under his 
arm) is to win a conference championship. 

That championship season came around only once 
in Gamecocks history when the 1969 team captured 
the ACC title. Though South Carolina will be hard- 
pressed within the SEC East by Georgia and Florida 
and would likely have to beat Alabama or Texas 
A&M in the SEC Championship Game, this team 
may give the Gamecocks their best chance to win the 
SEC since joining the conference in 1992. 


OFFENSE 

A number of South Carolina players sat out spring 
practice recovering from injuries, among them 
senior quarterback Connor Shaw (left foot surgery). 
Shaw is expected to be back full strength in the fall 
(as is offensive tackle Mike Matulis after shoulder 
surgery), but Shaw’s injury does bring the familiar 
phrase “quarterback controversy” into play for the 
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Gamecocks. Junior Dylan Thompson 
proved to be more than a capable 
replacement for Shaw, throwing for 
more than 300 yards in both of his 
starts and the winning touchdown pass 
in the Outback Bowl. 

The tailback position is very much up for grabs as 
well in the wake of the well-publicized knee injury to 
former Gamecock Marcus Lattimore Oct. 27 against 
Tennessee. The spring ended with a virtual draw 
between sophomores Mike Davis (275 yards rushing 
in 2012) and Brandon Wilds, who sat out last season 
with a high ankle sprain. Davis played well in the 
spring game, but Wilds showed more potential as an 
every down back in 2011. 

If quarterback and tailback weren’t enough, the 
wide receiver position was also unsettled leaving 
the spring. Part-time USC basketball player Bruce 
Ellington had more receiving yards (600) than 
anyone last season, but the Gamecocks need other 
playmakers. Top candidates include Shaq Roland, 
Damiere Byrd and Shamier Jeffery, the younger 
brother of former South Carolina receiving star 
Alshon Jeffery. 


DEFENSE 

Only Clowney could score a touchdown in the 
spring game when he wasn’t actually suited up, 
held out for precautionary reasons. There were a 
disturbing number of other spring injury issues as 
well, as outside linebacker Cedrick Cooper (knee 
surgery), free safety T.J. Gurley (knee injury rehab) 
and cornerback Rico McWilliams (knee injury rehab) 
all sat out. 

Getting the linebacker corps up to speed without 
Cooper able to take the field was one of defensive 
coordinator Lorenzo Ward's biggest challenges 


CLOWNEY: CLIFF WELCH / ICON SMI 


during spring drills. South Carolina’s top four tacklers from 
the 2012 linebacker corps are gone, with Cooper (who had 
just one tackle in 11 games) qualifying as a returning veteran 
at weakside linebacker. Kaiwan Lewis (3 tackles) is the likely 
starter at middle linebacker, while Sharrod Golightly (3) is the 
projected starter at spur, or strongside linebacker. 

The secondary is a comparative strength with three 
returning starters in cornerbacks Jimmy Legree (44 tackles, 
3 interceptions) and Victor Hampton (40 tackles) and strong 
safety Brison Williams (52 tackles, 2 INTs). Kadetrix Marcus 
has the daunting task of replacing AII-SEC free safety DJ. 


Swearinger. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Sophomore Landon Ard has substantial cleats to fill in former 
placekicker Adam Yates, who was a dependable 11-of-17 on field 
goals and converted all 49 extra-point attempts in 2012. Ard 
made a pair of PATs last season and handled 13 of 75 kickoffs, 
but has yet to kick a field goal. Punter Tyler Hull returns but 
needs to improve on a season in which he averaged just 39.4 
yards per kick as the Gamecocks ranked dead last in the SEC 
with a 36.0-yard net average. The versatile Ellington handles 
kickoff returns while Victor Hampton replaces Ace Sanders as 
the Gamecocks’ top punt returner. 


BOTTOM LINE 


Throw a blanket over South Carolina, Florida and Georgia and 
there would be no surprise which team would come out on top to 
represent the SEC East in Atlanta. We'll give a shaky nod to the 
Gamecocks because of two names: Spurrier and Clowney. Expect 
the OI’ Ball Coach to handle the quarterback situation either by 
picking one or working with two—he’s done both—and effectively 
address the issues on defense by building around Clowney. An 
early showdown at Georgia on Sept. 7 will put the Gamecocks or 
Bulldogs in the SEC East driver's seat, but the game Nov. 16 in 
Columbia against Florida will likely crown the division champion. 
For now, it looks like that team will be South Carolina. 


It was a down year for 
talent in the state of South 
Carolina, which meant USC 
was forced to go outside 
their borders to fill out 
this class. The Gamecocks 
inked 1] prospects from 
North Carolina and 
Georgia. Linebacker also 
was a major need and 
USC signed Bryant, the 
top player in the Tar Heel 
State; one of the fastest- 
rising prospects at the 
position in the country 
in Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) 
product Skai Moore; and 
the Gamecocks withstood 
alate charge from Auburn 
for Daphne (Ala.) Bayside 
Academy's Jonathan 
Walton. 

—JC Shurburtt 


‘L > LARENZBRYANT, LB 

Bryant, a6-1, 213-pounder from Vance High inCharlotte, 
N.C, isanathletic prospect who starred both ways for his 
high school team and should compete for playing time 
immediately. 


@ » KELSEY GRIFFIN, OT 

The 6-1, 297-pound Griffin, from Mill Creek (Ga.) High, has run 
the 40-yard dashas fast as 4.97 seconds and was a standout 
during the Under Armour All-American Game. He had offers 
from most of the major programs in the Southeast. 


3 > DAVID WILLIAMS, RB 

Williams starred at Imhotep Charter in Philadelphia and the 
6-1,205-pound Semper Fidelis All-American spurned Penn 
State, Tennessee and others to sign with the Gamecocks. 


4 » CONNORMITCH, OB 

Atrue pocket passer, the 6-3, 220-pound Mitch wowed Steve 
Spurrier when the USC coach evaluated him. The former star 

at Wakefield High in Raleigh, N.C. enrolled at South Carolinain 
January so he could participate in spring practice. 

S » D.J.PARK,06 

Park is a massive 6-5, 320-pound guard from Dillon, (5.C.) 
High who was one of the Palmetto State's top 2013 prospects. 
He committed to the Gamecocks early in the process and 
enrolled in January to go through spring practice, 


5-YEAR RECORD 
» 45-21 


o@ ye 


Se Lat 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONAL TITLE 


IMPACT PLAYER 


He may be the forgotten man to 
many college football fans, toiling 
in the shadow of Jadeveon Clowney 
at the opposite defensive end spot, 
but South Carolina's opponents 
know who Sutton is. Sutton hada 
breakthrough junior campaign (25 
tackles, 7 for loss, 5sacks) and has 
likely gone from “the other guy” toa 
2014 NFL draft pick. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


OFFENSE 
» PASSING 
Connor Shaw 
GP Effic. Cmp-Att-int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/6 
N) 158.1 | 154-226-7675 1956 7 1778 


» RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
Connor Shaw N Bl 435 3303) 395 
P RECEIVING GP No. Yds Avg TD Avg/G 
BruceEllington 13 40 600 150 7 462 
DEFENSE 

» TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Jadeveon Clowney 2 40 14 54 
» SACKS GP No. Yards 
Jadeveon Clowney 2 230 B 
P INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. TD 
Jimmy Legree 3 WwW 37 1 
2012 TEAM STATS 

STATISTIC a 
SCORING 410 37 
Points Per Game M5 18.2 
FIRST DOWNS 258 23] 
Rushing 103 109 
Passing 135 105 
Penalty 20 7 


RUSHING YARDAGE 1800 1569 
Yards gainedrushing 2180 2000 


Yards lost rushing 380 43] 
Rushing Attempts 491 504 
Average Per Rush 37 31 
Average Per Game 138.5 120.7 
TDs Rushing 19 9 


PASSING YARDAGE 3095 2533 


Comp-Att-Int 225-365-9 —_213-379-15 
Average Per Pass 85 67 
Average Per Catch 38 19 
Average Per Game 238] 194.8 
TDs Passing 29 18 
TOTAL OFFENSE 4895 4102 
Total Plays 856 883 
Average Per Play 5] 46 


AveragePerGame 3765 3155 


KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 26-563 34-790 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 30-427 1-52 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 15-246 9-60 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 
QB Connor Shaw (6-1, 204, Sr.) 
Dylan Thompson (6-3, 212, Jr.) 
FB Connor McLaurin (6-0, 237, Jr.) 
Jordan Diaz (6-1, 243, Jr.) 
TB Mike Davis (5-9, 215, So.) 
Brandon Wilds (6-2, 218, So.) 
LT Corey Robinson (6-8, 338, Jr.) 
Mike Matulis (6-5, 264, Jr.) 
LG A.J.Cann (6-4, 310, Jr.) 
Brock Stadnik (6-5, 291, Fr.) 
C Cody Waldrop (6-2, 312, Fr.) 
Clayton Stadnik (6-3, 283, Fr.) 
RG Ronald Patrick (6-2, 315, Sr.) 
Will Sport (6-5, 289, So.) 
RT Brandon Shell (6-6, 321, So.) 
Cody Gibson (6-7, 284, Jr.) 
TE Rory Anderson (6-5, 218, Jr.) 
Jerell Adams (6-6, 224, So.) 
WR Bruce Ellington (5-9, 197, Jr.) 
K.J. Brent (6-4, 185, So.) 
WR Damiere Byrd (5-9, 168, Jr.) 
Shaq Roland (6-1, 182, So.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Chaz Sutton (6-5, 256, Jr.) 
Gerald Dixon (6-2, 275, So.) 
DT J.T. Surratt (6-2, 311, Jr.) 
Gerald Dixon Jr. (6-3, 318, So.) 
DT Kelcy Quarles (6-4, 293, Jr.) 
Phillip Dukes (6-3, 315, So.) 
DE Jadeveon Clowney (6-6, 272, Jr.) 
Darius English (6-6, 225, Fr.) 
OLB Cedrick Cooper (6-2, 215, So.) 
Marcquis Roberts (6-1, 215, So.) 
MLB Kaiwan Lewis (6-0, 221, So.) 
T.J. Holloman (6-2, 215, Fr.) 
OLB Sharrod Golightly (5-10, 179, Jr.) 
Jordan Diggs (6-0, 197, Fr.) 
CB Victor Hampton (5-10, 197, Jr.) 
Ahmad Christian (5-10, 189, So.) 
CB Jimmy Legree (6-0, 185, Sr.) 
Ronnie Martin (5-11, 173, Jr.) 
FS Kadetrix Marcus (6-1, 185, Jr.) 
T.J. Gurley (5-10, 183, So.) 
SS_ Brison Williams (5-1, 205, Jr.) 
Chris Moody (6-1, 210, Fr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Landon Ard (5-9, 189, So.) 
P Tyler Hull (6-2, 212, Jr.) 


> Sporting News All-American 


| OPP 
KICKRETURNAVG. 2B 
PUNTRETURNAVG. 142 4] 
INTRETURN AVG, 16.4 61 
FUMBLES-LOST iB 26-9 
PENALTIES-YARDS 63-526 «67-536 


Average Per Game 40.5 42 
PUNTS-YARDS 
Average Per Punt 387 428 
Net punt average 36.0 34.6 
TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 29:46 30:14 


3RD-DOWN CONV. 75/176 7/192 
3rd-Down Pct. 43% 37% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 10/17 1/25 
4th-Down Pct. 59% 44% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 43-275 38-260 
MISCYARDS -6 5 
TDS SCORED 54 21 
FG-ATTEMPTS Wl 17-20 
ATTENDANCE 560008 356333 
Games/AvgPerGame 7/8000) 5/7267 
Neutral Site Games 1/54527 


SCOREBYOQTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 


SouthCarolina 87 114 99 10 0 410 
Opponent 40 78 5) 68 0 237 


Download Sporting News’ free tablet app for the iPad 13 


2013 SCHEDULE 


Toledo 
@MIAMI (FL) 
Tennessee 
@KENTUCKY 
Arkansas 
@LSU 
@MISSOURI 
@GEORGIA* 
Vanderbilt 
@SOUTH CAROLINA 
Georgia Southern 
Florida State 
“At Jacksonville, FL 
COACH 
Third year (18-8) 
Career record: 18-8 
Offensive coordinator: 
Brent Pease (second year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
D.J. Durkin (first year) 
FAST FACTS 
Lost to Louisville in the 
Sugar Bowl, 33-23 
Stadium: Ben Hill Griffin Stadium 
(88,548) 
Tickets: 800-34-GATOR 
Site: Gainesville, Fla. 
Online: gatorzone.com 
Twitter: @GatorZoneFB 


It’s the blessing and the curse of 
being a program like Florida. 

The Gators went 11-2 in 2012 and played 
ina BCS bowl game, yet much of the offseason 
focus was on how anemic Florida’s offense was. 

The Gators ranked 10th in the SEC in scoring last 
year, 12th in total offense and dead last in passing 
offense. This from the program that gave the college 
football world the Fun ‘N’ Gun offense back in the 
go-go’90s. 

To his credit, Florida coach Will Muschamp isn’t 
worried about recapturing past offensive glories. 

He wants to win games, which the Gators did quite 
effectively in 2012 without the glitz and glitter ofa 
high-tech passing game. 

“We're going to do what we've got to do to win 
football games,” Muschamp says. “If it means we're 
going to run it 25 times at the end of the game (like 
Florida did) to beat LSU, then that’s what we're going 
to do. That’s kind of who we are.” 

The question is, are the Gators the kind of team, 
especially offensively, that can return to the SEC 
Championship Game for the first time since 2009? 


If the Gators are going to improve on offense this 
season, that improvement will start and end with 
junior quarterback Jeff Driskel. 

Though he proved to be an adept runner last 
season, netting 413 yards rushing, he will have to be 
better in the passing department. Driskel threw for 
just 1,646 yards in 2012; Florida passed for just 1,902 
yards overall, its fewest yards through the air since 
1989, 
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LOUCHEIZPURIFOY 


Complicating matters is the 
departure of 1,000-yard rusher Mike 
Gillislee. Despite that, Driskel is confident. 
“TI think it will be a lot better,” he says of the 
passing game. “We have more guys who can stretch 
the field. We have good team speed at the receiver 
position. Our line blocking is getting better.” 

Matt Jones (52 carries, 275 yards, 3 TDs), one of 
only three scholarship backs who practiced this 
spring, takes over for Gillislee at running back. With 
Driskel’s ability to run and that of the multitalented 
Trey Burton (190 yards, 2 TDs), the emphasis in the 
spring was on downfield passing. 

Loucheiz Purifoy was plucked from the cornerback 
spot to play wide receiver, though it appears likely he 
will play both sides of the ball. Wide receiver Quinton 
Dunbar (36 catches, 383 yards, 4 TDs) made big 
strides in the spring, though seniors Andre Debose 
and Solomon Patton will also be expected to contribute 
more. Clay Burton takes over for Jordan Reed at tight 
end, though he isn’t expected to catch anywhere near 
the 45 passes Reed did. 


Defense was the reason Florida reached the Sugar 
Bowl last season, ranking second in the SEC in total 
yards, rushing yards and points allowed. But this 
year’s defense will require a significant overhaul as 
the Gators had key losses everywhere. 

Gone from the interior defensive line are Sharrif 
Floyd and Omar Hunter. Senior Dominique Easley 
was moved from end to tackle after spring practice, 
though he could still play end, while Leon Orr takes 
over at nose tackle. Jonathan Bullard will likely step 
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up to replace Easley at end, while at the “Buck” end position the 
Gators will likely go with Dante Fowler Jr. 

Middle linebacker Jon Bostic and weakside backer Jelani 
Jenkins are also gone, with hard-hitting Antonio Morrison 
expected to replace Bostic while Ronald Powell and Michael 
Taylor are likely to man the outside posts. Neiron Ball is also 
expected to be a big contributor at an outside spot, though 
everyone in the linebacker corps is interchangeable. 

The big holes in the secondary are at safety, where Cody 
Riggs and Jabari Gorman take over for Matt Elam and Josh 
Evans. The corners will be manned by a veteran group that 
includes Jaylen Watkins, Marcus Roberson and Purifoy (when 
he’s not playing wide receiver). 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Brad Phillips, who missed his only field-goal attempt in 2012, 
has the unenviable task of replacing Caleb Sturgis, an All-SEC 
selection and arguably the best placekicker in school history. 
Expect to see the Gators take more risks in change-of-possession 
situations as they try to nudge the ball downfield instead of 
settling for field goals as they often did with Sturgis. 

The good news in the kicking game is All-SEC punter Kyle 
Christy returns after leading the league with 45.8-yard average 
last season. Andre Debose is also back after leading the Gators 
in kickoff and punt returns, but Roberson or Burton could beat 
him out on punts. 


BOTTOM LINE 

The Gators possess the talent and experience to emerge as 
SEC East champions and return to a BCS bowl, but it won’t be 
easy. Florida is locked in a virtual dead heat atop the division 
with Georgia and South Carolina. Florida plays Georgia in the 
annual grudge match in Jacksonville on Nov. 2, but the division 
could be decided two weeks later when the Gators invade 
Columbia to take on the Gamecocks. If Florida does make it to 
the SEC Championship Game, though, expect the Gators to be 
an underdog to the likes of Alabama or Texas A&M. 


> RECRUITING REPORT 


2a SPORTS. 
The Gators ended RATING THE RECRUITS 
up signing or enrolling AL} VERNON HARGREAVES Ill, CB 
six prospects who were The consensus No. | cornerback prospect in the country, 
previously committed to Hargreaves has rare instincts and ability and can flat-out 


other programs, including 
Alex Anzalone (Notre Dame, 
Ohio State), linebacker Matt 
Rolin (South Carolina), wide 
receiver Demarcus Robinson 
(Clemson), defensive tackle 
Jarran Reed (North Carolina, 
Ole Miss), offensive tackle 
Trenton Brown (Georgia) and 
punter Johnny Townsend 
(Ohio State). Seven prospects 
also enrolled early, giving 
coach Will Muschamp and 
company a chance to build 
quality depth. One of those 
early enrollees, juco defensive 
tackle Darious Cummings, 
played at Florida State before 
transferring to East Mississippi 
Community College. 

—JC Shurburtt 


fly (sub-4.4 seconds inthe 40). The 5-11, 185-pounder from 
Tampa Wharton could contribute immediately. 


@ » KELVINTAYLOR, RB 

The 5-10, 216-pound Tayloris the son of former NFLand 
Gators star Fred Taylor and was one of the top running 
backs in the country last year at Glade Day in Belle Glade, 
Fla. He enrolled at UF early and will compete for a starting 
roleright away. 


> ALEX ANZALONE, OLB 

Anzalone was a two-way star for Wyomissing High in Read- 
ing, Pa., who backed out of a pledge to Notre Dame late 
and enrolled at Florida in January. He was also committed 
to Ohio State during the process. The 6-3, 230-pounder will 
compete for playing time right away. 


@ © DANIELMCMILLIAN, OLB 

The 6-2, 220-pound McMillian is another early-enroll 
linebacker who had a knack for the big play at First Coast 
High in Jacksonville, Fla., and starred during the practice 
sessions for the U.S. Army All-American Bowl. 


SS » MARCELLHARRIS, S 

Harris is a hard-hitting 6-1, 209-pound safety with good 
coverage skills. From Dr. Phillips High in Orlando, heisa 
Gator legacy, as father Mike played at Florida. 


5-YEAR RECORD 
» 52415 


oS ‘> yc 
CONFERENCE TITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


IMPACT PLAYER 


Purifoy may be the Gators’ best: 
A) wide receiver, B) cornerback, 
C) special teams player or D) all 
three. Florida doesn't have anyone 
who makes as many big plays as 
Purifoy, the team’s top returning 
tackler with 5] stops. He also 
blocked two punts last season, 
including the one that allowed the 
Gators to survive an upset bid from 
Louisiana-Lafayette. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


OFFENSE 

» PASSING 

Jeff Driskel 

GP Effic. Cmp-Att-int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/6 


2) 132.2 © 156-245-5637 1646 12. 1372 
» RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
Jeff Driskel 2 We 43 35°54 344 
» RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 
QuintonDunbar 13 36 «383 106 4 295 
DEFENSE 
» TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Loucheiz Purifoy B 3% 2B SI 
» SACKS GP No. ‘Yards 
Dominique Easley nN 40 5 
P INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Jaylen Watkins 3 4 «WI 
2012 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC on i 
SCORING 344 188 
Points Per Game 265 14.5 
FIRST DOWNS 226 226 
Rushing 129 1% 
Passing 8] 120 
Penalty 16 32 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2445 1234 
Yardsgainedrushing 2873 1572 


Yards lost rushing 428 338 
Rushing Attempts 539 413 
Average Per Rush 45 3.0 
Average Per Game 188.1 949 
TDs Rushing 2 2 
PASSING YARDAGE 1902 2503 
Comp-Att-Int 183-288-5 — 231-444-20 
Average Per Pass 6.6 5.6 
Average Per Catch 10.4 10.8 
Average Per Game 1463 192.5 
TDs Passing B 7 
TOTAL OFFENSE 4347 3737 
Total Plays 827 857 
Average Per Play 53 44 


Average Per Game 334.4 2875 
KICKRETURNS: #-YDS 36-835 38-684 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 18-249 22-161 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS 20-276 5-85 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 
QB Jeff Driskel (6-4, 236, Jr.) 
Tyler Murphy (6-2, 206, Jr.) 
TB Matt Jones (6-2, 226, So.) 
Mack Brown (5-11, 213, Jr.) 
FB Hunter Joyer (5-10, 235, Jr.) 
Rhaheim Ledbetter (5-9, 207, Fr.) 
LT DJ. Humphries (6-5, 280, So.) 
Trip Thurman (6-5, 313, So.) 
LG Max Garcia (6-4, 307, Jr.) 
Kyle Koehne (6-5, 315, Sr.) 
C Jonotthan Harrison (6-3, 302, Sr.) 
Kyle Koehne (6-5, 315, Sr.) 
RG Jon Halapio (6-3, 315, Sr.) 
Kyle Koehne (6-5, 315, Sr.) 
RT Tyler Moore (6-6, 312, So.) 
Quinteze Williams (6-4, 280, Fr.) 
TE Clay Burton (6-4, 253, Jr.) 
Tevin Westbrook (6-5, 262, Jr.) 
WR Quinton Dunbar (6-1, 195, Jr.) 
Andre Debose (5-11, 189, Sr.) 
WR Loucheiz Purifoy (6-1, 185, Jr.) 
Solomon Patton (5-9, 171, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Jonathan Bullard (6-3, 265, So.) 
Bryan Cox Jr. (6-3, 260, Fr.) 
NT Leon Orr (6-5, 310, Jr.) 
Darious Cummings (6-1, 309, Jr.) 
DT Dominique Easley (6-2, 283, Sr.) 
Damien Jacobs (6-3, 286, Sr.) 
DE Dante Fowler Jr. (6-3, 263, So.) 
Alex McCalister (6-5, 238, Fr.) 
OLB Ronald Powell (6-4, 234, Jr.) 
Neiron Ball (6-3, 235, Jr.) 
MLB Antonio Morrison (6-1, 229, So.) 
Alex Anzalone (6-3, 230, Fr.) 
OLB Michael Taylor (6-0, 231, Jr.) 
Darrin Kitchens (6-2, 230, Sr.) 
CB Jaylen Watkins (6-0, 181, Sr.) 
Brian Poole (5-10, 203, So.) 
CB Marcus Roberson (6-0, 195, Jr.) 
Jeremy Brown (5-10, 185, Sr.) 
FS Cody Riggs (5-9, 184, Jr.) 
Marcus Maye (6-0, 200, Fr.) 
SS Jabari Gorman (5-10, 186, Jr.) 
Valdez Showers (5-11, 190, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Brad Phillips (5-10, 191, Sr.) 
P Kyle Christy (6-3, 193, Jr.) 


© Sporting News All-American 


STATISTIC we i 


KICK RETURN AVG. 23.2 18.0 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 13.8 13 
INT RETURN AVG. 13.8 172.0 
FUMBLES-LOST 19-10 16-10 
PENALTIES-YARDS 105-895 77-632 


Average Per Game 68.8 48.6 
PUNTS-YARDS 68-3038 
Average Per Punt 447 47 
Net punt average 40] 38.) 
TIME OFPOSS./GAME 32:27 27:33 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 65/178 58/187 


3rd-Down Pct. 37% 3% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. m™ m3 
4th-Down Prt. 64% 54% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 30-197 39-283 
MISCYARDS 10 10 
TDS SCORED 39 21 
FG-ATTEMPTS 24-29 14-26 
ATTENDANCE 667360 313348 
Games/AvgPerGame 8/83420 4/7837 
Neutral Site Games 84644 


SCOREBYQTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 
Florida 40 99 77 128 0 344 


Opponent 54 47 55 32 0 188 
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2013 SCHEDULE 


TENNESSEE 
Missouri 
@VANDERBILT 
@FLORIDA* 
Appalachian State 
@AUBURN 
Kentucky 
@GEORGIA TECH 
*At Jacksonville, FL 


Bthyear (18-40) 
Career record: 118-40 


Offensive coordinator: 
Mike Bobo (seventh year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Todd Grantham (first year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 12-2 

Beat Nebraska in the 

Capital One Bowl, 45-31 

Stadium: Sanford Stadium (92,746) 
Tickets: 877-542-1231 

Site: Athens, Ga. 

Online: georgiadogs.com 
Twitter: @UGAAthletics 


It's time for Georgia to start 
deconstructing the hype. 
With 16 starters returning— 
including 10 on offense, led by 
premier SEC quarterback Aaron 
Murray—there are plenty who figure the 
Bulldogs will be able to cover the five yards 
that went unconquered in last December’s SEC 
Championship Game against Alabama and stake 
their claim on a favorite’s role in the league’s run of 
national championships. 
But just believing it won’t get the job done. 
“We'd better be ready,” Georgia coach Mark Richt 
says. “We don’t really have a choice. I have a lot of 
faith in these guys, but they’ve got to work. They 
need to prepare to be the best at what they do.” 
Paying the cost in the offseason to be the boss of 
the SEC East come the regular season could spell 
the difference among a trio of highly regarded 
contenders in Georgia, South Carolina and Florida. 
The Bulldogs will be trying to reach their 
third straight SEC title game out of the East, 
an unprecedented string for Georgia and a feat 
managed only by Florida (1992-96). 


The stock in Georgia’s offense has been trending 
upward since the day Murray announced he 
would return for his senior campaign. Murray is 
already the school’s all-time leader in touchdown 
passes (126) and is coming off. season in which 
he set school marks for yardage in a single season 
(3,893) and TD passes (36), capped by his 427-yard 
performance in the Capital One Bowl. 

Todd Gurley and Keith Marshall were such a 
terrific tandem at tailback—combining to rush for 
2,144 yards and 25 touchdowns last season—they 
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earned the nickname “Gurshall.” 
The dynamic duo is back this 
season, though they aren’t Georgia’s 
only rushing options. Small but 
talented freshman J.J. Green, an 
early enrollee in January, made a big 
impression in the spring and could be the top 
option behind the top two. Junior Brandon Harton 
and incoming freshman A.J. Turman will also factor 
in the rushing game. 

Wide receiver Malcolm Mitchell underwent 
arthroscopic surgery April 5 on his right knee and 
missed the spring game the following day, but is 
expected to make a full recovery. The Dogs’ top 
returning receiver had 40 catches for 572 yards 
and four TDs last season. Fellow receivers Michael 
Bennett and Tramel Terry also sat out this spring, 
but their absence only lent valuable reps to players 
like Rantavious Wooten, Jonathan Rumph, Rhett 
McGowan and Justin Scott-Wesley. 

Despite returning all five starters on the offensive 
line, Richt closed the spring saying junior center 
David Andrews was basically the only player 
guaranteed a starting spot. Going into the fall, pencil 
in John Theus and Dallas Lee to start on Andrews’ 
left and Chris Burnette and Kenarious Gates to start 
on his right. 


Building depth on the defensive line was a key 
priority for the Bulldogs this spring, where only 
senior end Garrison Smith is a returning starter. 
Expect defensive line coach Chris Wilson to 
rotate nose tackles, and possibly some outside 
linebackers, to the end positions as well. Sophomore 
Sterling Bailey beat out Ray Drew for the starting 
job opposite Smith. Junior Mike Thornton was a 


MURRAY: JOHN RAOUX / AP 


surprise winner of the starting job at nose tackle. 

Sophomore James DeLoach waded through a crowded field to 
replace top draft pick Jarvis Jones at outside linebacker. Jordan 
Jenkins, who turned in an impressive freshman campaign with 
31 tackles (including 5 sacks) and a fumble recovery, mans the 
opposite side. Meanwhile, the team’s top returning tackler with 
70 is inside linebacker Amarlo Herrera. Also inside is junior 
Ramik Wilson, who's seeing his first significant playing time, 
though he could be pushed hard by freshman Reggie Carter. 

In the secondary, Damian Swann, who had two interceptions 
in the Capital One Bowl, is an All-SEC-caliber cornerback, while 
Tray Matthews arrived as an early enrollee and established 
himself as the man to beat at free safety. Sheldon Dawson 
suffered a hamstring injury in spring and may find it hard to hold 
off Reggie Wilkerson at cornerback come fall. Sophomore Josh 
Harvey-Clemons will play both strong safety and nickel back. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Placekicker Marshall Morgan and punter Collin Barber were 
tossed into starting jobs as freshmen in 2012 and should both be 
better with a year of seasoning, Morgan was eight-for-14 on field 
goals (though he made two of more than 50 yards) and was 63-of- 
67 on extra-point attempts. Barber averaged 41.5 yards per punt. 
Mitchell returns to handle all the return duties, having averaged 
22.5 (kickoffs) and 5.2 yards (punts) per return last year. 


BOTTOM LINE 

As was the case in 2011 when they opened with Boise State 
and South Carolina, the Bulldogs start 2013 with a potentially 
deadly 1-2 combination: a prime-time showdown at Clemson 
on ABC and then their home opener against South Carolina. 
September wraps up with a home game against LSU, and of 
course the Florida game in Jacksonville on Nov. 2 looms as big 
as always. Georgia is more than talented enough to win any and 
all of these contests, but they’re all swing games. It wouldn’t be 
a shock if, as happened in 2011, the Bulldogs start 0-2 and then 
run the table—with some help—en route to the SEC East title. 


» RECRUITING REPORT 


With the departure of many 


ofits top defensive players, ‘1 > BRICERAMSEY, 0B 


Georgia needed to signaclass 
that included some potential 
impact prospects on that side of 
the ball. Mission accomplished. 
The Bulldogs enrolled 13 
prospects in January, including 
eight defenders. Some sleepers 
to watch in time are linebacker/ 
defensive end hybrids Reginald 
Carter (Loganville, Ga./Central 
Gwinnett) and Shaun McGee 
(Snellville, Ga./Brookwood). 
Those two are perfect fits in 
defensive coordinator Todd 
Grantham's scheme and were 
great high school players. 
Four-star running back A.J. 
Turman (Orlando, Fla./Boone) 
wasa steal at that position and 
isa different type of back than 
returning Dawg rushers Keith 
Marshall and Todd Gurley. 

—JC Shurburtt 


The 6-3, 197-pound passer witha rifle arm from Camden 
County in Kingsland, Ga., has already enrolled at UGA and 
gone through spring practice. Program insiders believe he 
could have more upside than Aaron Murray. 


@ » TOBY JOHNSON, DT 

The6-5,315-pound Johnson was alate addition tothe 
Bulldogs’ class, signing February 19, but the four-star junior- 
college recruit fromHutchinson (Kan.) J.C. hasachanceto 
Contribute immediately if he shows up this summer and works. 


3 » LEONARDFLOYD, OLB 

Floydisa 6-5,240-pounder from Hargrave (Va.) Military 
Academy who originally signed with Georgia in the 2012 
class. Provided he can learn the defense and make strides in 
the weight room once he enrolls, he could contribute early. 


4@ > TRAYMATTHEWS,S 

Matthews is another talented recruit whois already on 
campus in Athens, The 6-1, 192-pounder from Newnan 
(Ga.) High playedin the U.S. Army All-American Bowl. 

S » TRAMELTERRY, WR 

Terry, a 6-0, 192-pounder from Goose Creek (5.C.) Highis 
from the same area as current Cincinnati Bengals receiver 
and former Bulldogs great A.J. Green. Heis recovering 
from an injury suffered during his senior season, 


5-YEAR RECORD 
> 46-21 
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IMPAGT PLAYER 


Despite the loss of superstars 
Jarvis Jones and Alec Ogletree to 
the NFL Draft, the demise of the 
Georgia linebacking corps may 
be greatly exaggerated thanks to 
Jenkins. The sophomore burst onto 
the Bulldogs’ football scene last 
year with 31 tackles, including eight 
for losses and five sacks. He'll be 
counted onto deliver even more 
in 2013. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


OFFENSE 

» PASSING 

Aaron Murray 

GP__Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pet. Yds. TD Avg/G 
14 174.8  249-386-10 64.5 3893 36) 278) 


» RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/6 
Todd Gurley 4 222 1385. 6.2 17 98.9 
» RECEIVING GP No, _ Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 
MalcolmMitchell 13.40 572 143 4) 44.0 
DEFENSE 

» TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Amarlo Herrera Wi ot #1 
» SACKS GP No. Yards 
Jordan Jenkins 4) 50 5 
PINTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Damian Swann 4° 6 | 62/0 
2012 TEAM STATS 

STATISTIC a 
SCORING 529 215 
Points Per Game 318 19.6 
FIRST DOWNS 297 267 
Rushing 124 143 
Passing 16] 104 
Penalty 2 20 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2556 2550 
Yardsgainedrushing 2835 2954 


Yards lost rushing 279 404 
Rushing Attempts 525 616 
Average Per Rush 49 4] 
Average Per Game 182.6 182.1 
TDs Rushing 22 VT 
PASSING YARDAGE 399] 2459 
Comp-Att-Int 254-399-11 200-351-13 
Average Per Pass 10.0 10 
Average Per Catch 157 123 
Average Per Game 285.1 175.6 
TDs Passing 7 B 
TOTAL OFFENSE 6547 5009 
Total Plays 924 967 
Average Per Play 1 52 


Average Per Game 467.6 357.8 
KICKRETURNS: #-YDS 32-709 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS — 27-203 14-156 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 13-16] 1-207 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 
QB Aaron Murray (6-1, 210, Sr.) 
Hutson Mason (6-3, 206, Jr.) 
TB Todd Gurley (6-1, 218, So.) 
Keith Marshall (5-11, 216, So.) 
FB Merritt Hall (5-11, 238, So.) 
Quayvon Hicks (6-2, 262, So.) 
LT John Theus (6-6, 309, So.) 
Mark Beard (6-5, 302, Jr.) 
LG Dallas Lee (6-4, 300, Sr.) 
Kenarious Gates (6-5, 318, Sr.) 
C David Andrews (6-2, 295, Jr.) 
Chris Bumette (6-2, 322, Sr.) 
RG Chris Bumette (6-2, 322, Sr.) 
Greg Pyke (6-6, 327, Fr.) 
RT Kenarious Gates (6-5, 318, Sr.) 
Watts Dantzler (6-7, 320, Jr.) 
TE Arthur Lynch (6-5, 258, Sr.) 
Jay Rome (6-6, 265, So.) 
WR Malcolm Mitchell (6-1, 192, Jr.) 
Rantavious Wooten (5-10, 179, Jr.) 
WR Michael Bennett (6-3, 204, Jr.) 
Chris Conley (6-3, 205, So.) 
DEFENSE 
DE Garrison Smith (6-3, 297, Sr.) 
John Taylor (6-4, 335, Fr.) 
NT Mike Thornton (6-1, 302, Jr.) 
Chris Mayes (6-4, 315, So.) 
DE Sterling Bailey (6-3, 295, So.) 
Ray Drew (6-5, 284, Jr.) 
OLB Jordan Jenkins (6-3, 257, So.) 
TJ. Stripling (6-6, 235, Jr.) 
ILB Amarlo Herrera (6-2, 245, Jr.) 
Ryne Rankin (6-1, 231, Fr.) 
ILB Ramik Wilson (6-2, 234, Jr.) 
Reggie Carter (6-1, 224, Fr.) 
OLB James DeLoach (6-3, 270, So.) 
Chase Vasser (6-3, 231, Sr.) 
CB Damian Swann (5-11, 189, Jr.) 
Devin Bowman (6-0, 180, So.) 
CB Sheldon Dawson (5-11, 181, So.) 
Reggie Wilkerson (5-11, 163, Fr.) 
FS Tray Matthews (6-0, 194, Fr.) 
Connor Norman (5-10, 207, Jr.) 
SS Josh Harvey-Clemons (6-5, 207, So.) 
Corey Moore (6-2, 214, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K_ Marshall Morgan (6-3, 201, So.) 
P Collin Barber (6-2, 200, So.) 


"Sporting News All-American 


| OPP 
KICKRETURNAVG. 22202 
PUNTRETURNAVG. 75 i 
INTRETURN AVS, 24 188 
FUMBLES-LOST 8H 


PENALTIES-YARDS 96-749 70-557 
Average Per Game 53.5 39.8 


PUNTS-YARDS 68-2784 80-3208 
Average Per Punt 40.9 401 
Net punt average 36.4 36.6 


TIEOFPOSS/GAME 28:07 31:53 


3RD-DOWN CONV. 85/179 76/208 
3d-Down Pct. 41% 37% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 4/9 7/20 
4th-Down Pct. 44% 35% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 32-203 27-168 
MISCYARDS B 59 
TDS SCORED nl 34 
FG-ATTEMPTS 8-14 13-21 
ATTENDANCE 648922 296902 
Games/AvgPerGame 7/92703  4/74226 
Neutral Site Games 3/73327 


SCOREBYOTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 


Georgia 7 131 17 94 0 529 
Opponent 7 OF 42 65 O 275 
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Sj Austin Peay 
S.14 @SOUTH CAROLINA 
$.2 @MASSACHUSETTS 
S.28 UAB 
) Missouri 
0.19 Georgia 
0.26 @TEXAS A&M 
N.9 @FLORIDA 

16 Kentucky 
.23 @TENNESSEE 

Wake Forest 

COACH 

James Franklin 

Third year (15-I1) 

kal record: I i] 

Offensive coordinator: 

John Donovan (third year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Bob Shoop (third year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 9-4 

Beat N.C State in the 

Music City Bowl, 38-24 

Stadium: Vanderbilt Stadium (40,550) 
Tickets: 615-322-GOLD 

Site: Nashville 

Online: yucommodores.com 

Twitter: @VandyFootball 


™~ 


JORDAN MATTHEWS 


This isn’t your father’s Vanderbilt football program. 

More like your great-grandfather’s. 

The Commodores are coming off their first nine-win season since the 
Woodrow Wilson administration (1915) and their first season-ending AP 
ranking since the days of Harry Truman (1948). 

But the buck, or the Commodore, isn’t content to stop here. With 13 
returning starters, Vandy is dreaming big, even if the ‘Dores themselves 
may be the only ones who can picture an SEC Championship Game. 


Despite the good vibes coming out of Nashville, there is a twinge of 
concern for Commodores fans as Austyn Carta-Samuels takes over for 
Jordan Rodgers at quarterback. A former two-year starter at Wyoming, 
Carta-Samuels threw all of 25 passes (20 in a win over tiny FCS 
Presbyterian) and had five carries last season. He can handle most of, but 
not all, the offense Rodgers ran and needs to improve on his reads. 

Wesley Tate (376 yards, 8 TDs in 2012) and Brian Kimbrow (413, 3) lead 
araft of running backs seeking to fill the void left by Zac Stacy. All-SEC 
wide receiver Jordan Matthews returns after shredding opposing defenses 
for 1,323 yards and eight scores last season. He leads a receiving corps that 
also includes Chris Boyd (50 catches, 5 TDs). 


So 4-31 - = 
| 41 a ‘ed Ste ( 


Walker May (10.5 tackles for loss last year) and Caleb Azubike are the 
likely defensive ends, though Azubike played tackle in the spring because 
of injuries. If Barron Dixon isn’t back to full speed by the fall, Azubike 
could stay at tackle with Kyle Woestmann taking his place at end. Vandy’s 
problems at tackle are compounded by the loss of two seniors and the 
spring suspension of Jared Morse. 

The linebacking corps is a strength with Chase Garnham (8.5 sacks) and 
Karl Butler (11.5 tackles for losses) 
returning. Cornerback Andre Hal, 
asecond-team All-SEC pick a year 


IMPAGT PLAYER 
JerronSeymour,RB_ 7 /@ 


ago, leads a solid secondary that 
allowed only seven TD passes, Surgery after his freshman year 
forced Seymour to sit out all of 
eopre INE 2012. But with 1,200-yard rusher 
Mie ae Zac Stacy gone, Seymour promises 
Optimism is high for at least a to be the closest of the Vanderbilt 

repeat of last year’s 8-4 regular- running backs to him in terms of 

season mark, and for good reason. speed and power. Seymour likely 

The Commodores look like a solid won't beat out Wesley Tate at 


favorite in at least six of their games. 
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tailback, but he won't be far behind. 
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PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Austyn Carta-Samuels (6-1, 220, Sr.) 
TB Wesley Tate (6-1, 215, Sr.) 

FB Fritz Lassing (6-3, 240, Sr.) 

LT Wesley Johnson (6-5, 285, Sr.) 
LG Jake Bernstein (6-4, 295, Sr.) 

C Joe Townsend (6-4, 305, Jr.) 
RG Chase White (6-5, 290, Jr.) 

RT Andrew Bridges (6-6, 275, Jr.) 
TE Kris Kentera (6-4, 230, So.) 
WR Chris Boyd (6-4, 205, Jr.) 
WR Jordan Matthews (6-3, 205, Sr.) 


DE Walker May (6-5, 250, Sr.) 
DT Vince Taylor (6-2, 312, Jr.) 
DT Barron Dixon (6-4, 302, Jr.) 
DE Caleb Azubike (6-4, 255, So.) 
OLB Karl Butler (6-1, 215, Sr.) 
MLB Chase Garnham (6-3, 234, Sr.) 
OLB Darreon Herring (6-2, 220, So.) 
CB Andre Hal (6-0, 184, Sr.) 
CB Steven Clarke (5-10, 195, Sr.) 
FS Kenny Ladler (6-0, 205, Sr.) 
SS Javon Marshall (5-10, 195, Sr.) 


K Carey Spear (5-10, 190, Sr.) 
P Colby Cooke (6-3, 200, Fr.) 


"> Sporting News All-American 
SATIN -DINTS 
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1. » ZACHCUNNINGHAM, LB 

The Commodores landed this four-star prospect from 

Pinson Valley (Ala.) High late in the process. The 6-4, 

200-pound linebacker showed off his superior athleti- 

cismat the Semper Fidelis All-American Bowl. 


» NIGEL BOWDEN, LB 
Bowden, a 6-1, 230-pound four-star prospect from 
Central High in Macon, Ga., was one of Vanderbilt's 
earliest commits and the Commodores beat Arkansas, 
Miami, Ole Miss and Georgia Tech for his services, 


3 » LANDON STOKES, DE 
The6-4,220-pound Orlando product was the No.28 
weaksidecefensteend i thecoenty, 


@ » MITCH PARSONS, TE 
Vanderbilt went to Chaparral High in Parker, Colo., to 
pluck the 6-4, 235-pound Parsons, who was committed 
to Colorado early in the process. 


S » JAY WOODS, DT 
One of Vandy's biggest gets of the cycle, James Franklin 
Says the 6-3, 275-pound lineman “looks like one of the 
guys that playsin the (NFL) now.” 

—JC Shurburtt 


MATTHEWS: MARK HUMPHREY / AP 


NEAL: ROGELIO V. SOLIS / AP 
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PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Justin Worley (6-4, 213, Jr.) 
TB Rajion Neal (5-1), 210, Sr.) 
LT Antonio Richardson (6-6, 332, Jr.) 
LG Marcus Jackson (6-2, 310, Jr.) 
C James Stone (6-3, 300, Sr.) 
RG ZachFulton (6-5, 324, Sr.) 
RT Ja'Wuan James (6-6, 324, Sr.) 
TE Brendan Downs (6-5, 254, Jr.) 
WR Vincent Dallas (5-11, 185, Jr.) 
WR Jacob Carter (6-0, 181, Jr.) 
WR Pig Howard (5-8, 185, So.) 


DE Jacques Smith (6-2, 244, Sr.) 
DT Daniel McCullers (6-8, 360, Sr.) 
DT Maurice Couch (6-2, 299, Sr.) 
DE Jordan Williams (6-5, 256, Jr.) 
OLB Dontavis Sapp (6-2, 224, Sr.) 
MLB Curt Maggitt (6-3, 240, Jr.) 
OLB A.J. Johnson (6-2, 240, Jr.) 

CB Daniel Gray (5-11, 175, So.) 

CB Justin Coleman (5-10, 183, Jr.) 
FS Brian Randolph (6-0, 195, So.) 
SS Byron Moore (6-0, 193, Sr.) 


K_ Derrick Brodus (5-11, 188, Jr.) 
P Matt Darr (6-1, 213, Jr.) 


~ Sporting News All-American 
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» JOSHUA DOBBS, 0B 
The Vols flipped Dobbs, a 6-3, 190-pound Elite 1! 
quarterback out of Alpharetta (Ga.) High, from Arizona 
State during the last week of the recruiting cycle. 
» MARQUEZ NORTH, WR 
The 6-4, 212-pound North always wanted to goto 
Tennessee and Jones beat in-state North Carolina 
Ona prospect from Mallard Creek Highin Charlotte. 


» JASON CARR, DE 
The 6-6, 270-pound Carr, from White Station High in 
Memphis, enjoyed a stellar senior campaign and had Ole 
Miss and Alabama beating down his door. 


» RYANJENKINS, WR 
The 5-11, 181-pound Marietta (Ga.) Lassiter High star 
was one of the top pure slot receivers in the country. 

» JALEN REEVES-MABIN, OLB 
The Clarksville, Tenn., product committed to the Vols when 
Derek Dooley was still the coach and didnot waver much. 


—JC Shurburtt 


This time, Butch Jones is on his own. The new coach of the Tennessee 
Volunteers spent three seasons as head coach at Central Michigan, then 
three years at Cincinnati, both times following in the footsteps of current 
Notre Dame mentor Brian Kelly. Now he takes over a Tennessee program 
that is on its fourth head coach since 2008, a dizzying rate of turnover 
for Rocky Top, where two men (Johnny Majors and Phillip Fulmer) 
combined to coach from 1977-2008. 

Whether Jones succeeds or not in Knoxville, one thing is for certain: 
He has a challenge on his hands. Tennessee has had three straight losing 
seasons and won just two SEC games in the last couple of seasons, the 
worst two-year stretch in program history. 


There is good news and bad news on the Vols’ offensive front. 

The good news is Tennessee's top two rushers from last season— 
Rajion Neal (708 yards, 5 touchdowns) and Marlin Lane (658, 2) return— 
as do four of five starters and 13 of 14 lettermen on the offensive line. 

The bad news: The passing game as it existed last season is virtually 
nonexistent. Gone are starting quarterback Tyler Bray and the Vols’ top 
four players in receiving yardage. 

Enter junior Justin Worley, who completed but 15 of 23 passes for 134 
yards last season. He is expected to have to fight for the first snap froma 
number of challengers, including highly touted signees Riley Ferguson 
and Joshua Dobbs. Wide receiver Vincent Dallas and tight end Brendan 
Downs are the best of an overhauled group at each position. 


There’s nowhere to go but up for the Vols’ defense. Tennessee ranked 
13th or 14th in the SEC last season in total yards, rushing yards, passing 
yards and points allowed. The Vols do return a strong linebacking corps 


led by the SEC’s No. 1 tackler, 
AJ. Johnson (138 tackles), on the IMPACT PLOYER 
|A.J.Johnson,LB_ / /@ 


outside along with end Jacques 


Smith (33) and Curt Maggitt (30). , 
Strong safety Byron Moore is the Ona team riddled with question 
heatectimnenin th dary marks, the linebacker corps is the 
Sure ST S81 - best unit Tennessee has going. And 
Johnsonis the best of the best. 
impressively enough, he led the 
Tennessee should win the SEC with 138 total tackles in 2012, 
800th game in its proud history but healso had 12 carries anda 


team-high six touchdownsinthe 
Wildcat formation the Vols called 
“The Beast.” 


Aug. 31 against Austin Peay. After 
that, things get a lot murkier. 


Download Sporting News’ free tablet app for the iPad 
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2013 SCHEDULE 
Austin Peay 
Western Kentucky 
@OREGON 
@FLORIDA 
South Alabama 
Georgia 
South Carolina 
@ALABAMA 
@MISSOURI 
Auburn 
Vanderbilt 
@KENTUCKY 
COACH 
Butch Jones 
First year 
Career record: 50-27 
Offensive coordinator: 
Mike Bajakian (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
John Jancek (first year) 
FAST FACTS 


2012 RECORD: 5-7 


Stadium: Neyland Stadium (102,455) 


Tickets: 800-332-VOLS 
Site: Knoxville, Tenn. 
Online: utsports.com 
Twitter: @Vol_Football 


2013 SCHEDULE 


Murray State 


Toledo 
@INDIANA 
Arkansas State 
@VANDERBILT 
@GEORGIA 
Florida 
South Carolina 
Tennessee 
@KENTUCKY 
G@MISSISSIPPI 
Texas A&M 
COACH 
Gary Pinkel 
13th year (90-61) 
Career record: 163-98-3 
Offensive coordinator: 
Josh Henson (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Dave Steckel (fifth year) 
FAST FACTS 


2012 RECORD: 5-7 

Stadium: Memorial Stadium (71,004) 
Tickets: 800-CAT-PAWS 

Site: Columbia, Mo. 

Online: mutigers.com 

Twitter: @mutigers.com 


The team from the Show-Me State had big plans in 2012 to show the 
SEC whatits slick brand of football was all about. Instead, the “old man 
football” powers of the SEC showed Missouri how far it has to go. 

Truth was, the Tigers went into the SEC ill-equipped to play its 
physical brand of football. Now Mizzou heads into 2013 determined to do 
a better job matching up against that grueling style of play. 


New offensive coordinator Josh Henson is well-positioned to help 
improve this unit, which more than anything needs better line depth. 
Senior quarterback James Franklin returns following a string of injuries 
in 2012 that cost him parts of six games. Corbin Berkstresser was 
Franklin's understudy and potential full-time replacement, though it 
appears Franklin’s biggest challenge will come from redshirt freshman 
Maty Mauk. 

Leading receiver Marcus Lucas (46 catches, 509 yards) returns, and 


sophomore wide receiver Dorial Green-Beckham must take a step forward. 


Expect the Tigers to go five wide less often to provide more QB protection 
from SEC blitzes. Missouri must replace 1,000-yard rusher Kendial 
Lawrence, but Marcus Murphy and Henry Josey should fill the void. 


The Tigers allowed 390.7 yards and 28.4 points per game last season 
and will have to try to improve on those numbers without departed tackle 
Sheldon Richardson. 

Junior Lucas Vincent will help take up the slack as well as junior end 
Kony Ealy, who had 10 tackles for loss last year and reminds some of 
former Tiger Aldon Smith. The secondary is the strength of the defense, 
led by All-SEC candidate E.J. Gaines. 

Kicker Andrew Baggett needs to show improvement after missing four 
of 37 extra points as a freshman, and punter Christian Brinser is the heir 
apparent to replace Trey Barrow 
and his 43.0-yard average. 


Gary Pinkel has survived rocky 
times before, but his 13th season 
may be a referendum on where 
the program is and where it needs 
to go. Mizzou needs to secure an 
offensive identity and be adequate 
on defense to go bowling. For 
Pinkel’s sake, they had better. 


knee injury in Week 10 against 
Texas in 2011. At the time he led 


the conference with 1,168 yards 
rushing, the fifth-best season in 
school history. Sidelined more than 
ayear, Josey returned this spring 
andis expected to become a big 
part of the offense again in the fall. 
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5-YEAR RECORD 
» 4126 


S = 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB James Franklin (6-2, 230, Sr.) 
RB Marcus Murphy (5-9, 185, Jr.) 
LT Justin Britt (6-6, 320, Sr.) 

LG Evan Boehm (6-3, 315, So.) 

C Brad McNulty (6-4, 205, So.) 
RG Max Copeland (6-3, 295, Sr.) 
RT Mitch Morse (6-5, 305, Jr.) 

TE Eric Waters (6-4, 245, Sr.) 

WR Marcus Lucas (6-5, 220, Sr.) 

WR Bud Sasser (6-2, 210, Jr.) 

WR L'’Damian Washington (6-4, 220, Sr.) 


DE MichaelSam (6-3, 255, Sr.) 
DT Matt Hoch (6-5, 295, Jr.) 
NG Lucas Vincent (6-2, 295, Jr.) 
DE Kony Ealy (6-5, 275, Jr.) 
OLB Darvin Ruise (6-1, 245, Jr.) 
MLB Andrew Wilson (6-3, 235, Sr.) 
OLB Donovan Bonner (6-1, 240, Sr.) 
CB E.J. Gaines (5-10, 195, Sr.) 
CB Randy Ponder (5-10, 190, Sr.) 
FS Braylon Webb (6-0, 205, Jr.) 
SS Matt White (6-0, 195, Sr.) 


K Andrew Baggett (6-2, 220, So.) 
P Christian Brinser (6-1, 200, Jr.) 


Sporting News All-American 


2aysranrs 


» JOSH AUGUSTA, DT 
This jumbo athlete from Peoria, Ill., has huge upside at 
6-5and 295 pounds and could make an early impact. 


» DURON SINGLETON, S 
Junior-college standout Singleton is a 6-2, 210-pound 
playmaker who picked the Tigers over Syracuse late in 
the process and has a chance to step in and play early. 


» CHASE ABBINGTON, ATH 
The 6-2, 190-pounder from St. Peters (Mo.) Fort Zum- 
walt South was one of the best all-around high school 
players in the Show-Me State during his prep career. 


» J‘MON MOORE, WR 
The lean (6-2, 168), quick Moore committed to Missouri 
out of Missouri City (Texas) Elkins in April 2012 and stuck 
with the Tigers despite alate push from several programs. 


» TRENT HOSICK, QB 
The6-2,220-pounderis one of two quarterbacks to enroll 
early at Mizzou. The Kansas City Staley standoutis your 
typical Tigers QB—good arm, good-enough feet toget 
yards rushing and gritty. 
—JC Shurburtt 


LUCAS: JEFF ROBERSON / AP 


ROBINSON: JAMES CRISP / AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 
» 29:35 


7 ; 
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PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
QB Maxwell Smith (6-4, 232, So.) 
TB Raymond Sanders (5-8, 199, Sr.) 
FB D.J. Warren (6-0, 242, Jr.) 
LT Darrian Miller (6-5, 288, Jr.) 
LG Zach West (6-4, 312, So.) 
C ZachMyers (6-3, 289, Fr.) 
RG TevenEatmon-Nared (6-7, 339, Jr.) 
RT Kevin Mitchell (6-6, 296, Sr.) 
TE Ronnie Shields (6-5, 234, Jr.) 
WR Demarco Robinson (5-10, 159, Jr.) 
WR Daryl Collins (5-11, 205, So.) 


ENCE 


DE Za'Darius Smith (6-6, 257, Jr.) 
DT Donte Rumph (6-3, 323, Sr.) 
DT Mister Cobble (6-0, 340, Sr.) 
DE Bud Dupree (6-4, 254, Jr.) 

OLB Miles Simpson (6-2, 228, Jr.) 

MLB Avery Williamson (6-1, 241, Sr.) 

OLB Khalid Henderson (6-1, 224, So.) 
CB Nate Willis (6-0, 180, Jr.) 

CB Cody Quinn (5-10, 177, So.) 
S Daron Blaylock (6-1, 213, So.) 
S Ashely Lowery (6-1, 219, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K JoeMansour (6-2, 188, Sr.) 
P Landon Foster (6-1, 206, So.) 


> 

2a sronr 

AL » ZA'DARIUS SMITH, DE 

Smith surprised everyone when he signed with 
Wildcats assistant Jimmy Brumbaugh, his 

former coach at Northeast Mississippi Junior College. 


@ » RYANTIMMONS, RB/ATH 
Timmons was one of a couple of huge, late 
in-state commitments to Kentucky, pick- 
ing the Wildcats over Florida and Ohio State. 


3 » MARCUS MCWILSON, ATH 
Mark Stoops and staff dialed into their Youngstown, Ohio, 
roots toflip the 6-0, 200-pounder from Nebraska. 


& » JASONHATCHER, DE 
The6-3,240-pound Hatcher was a hugein-state recruiting 
win for Kentucky, which turned himaway froma longstand- 
ing commitment to USCin the final days of thecycle, 


S » NATEWILLIS, CB 

The 6-0, 180-pound juco standout from Arizona West- 
ern has the skills and athleticism to start this season, 
provided he can get to campus prepared and win the job. 


—JC Shurburtt 


DEMARCO ROBINSON 


It’s about 85 miles from Kentucky’s Commonwealth Stadium to 


Kentucky Speedway. New Kentucky coach Mark Stoops would like to 


make the former venue resemble the latter. 

Wildcats football will probably never surpass basketball for 
popularity in the Bluegrass State. But it can be entertaining and 
exciting, which is Stoops’ aim as he tries to inject new life into 
a program that had three successively worse seasons under his 
predecessor, Joker Phillips. 

A fast-paced, no-huddle, NASCAR-styled offense is UK’s goal, 
though in Year 1 of the Stoops regime it’s questionable whether 
Kentucky has enough octane in the tank to make the trip. 


=f fj S 
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hough Stoops’ background is on defense—he came to Kentucky 
from Florida State, where he served as coordinator the last three 
seasons—he knew what kind of offense he wanted with the Wildcats: 
a prolific one. Enter offensive coordinator Neal Brown, who ran 
prodigious offenses at Troy and Texas Tech. 

Whether the current Wildcats are ready to rev the engine of 
Brown’s offense remains to be seen. Kentucky will likely hand the 
keys to sophomore quarterback Maxwell Smith, who threw for 975 
yards and eight touchdowns in just four games last season. His top 
target will be Demarco Robinson, a small but speedy wide receiver 
who had 28 catches for 297 yards a year ago. 

Meanwhile, running back Raymond Sanders returns for his senior 


campaign after leading UK with 669 yards and five TDs with 125 carries. 
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Six starters are back for a defense that surrendered 31 points per 
game. There is strength along the line, where tackles Donte Rumph 
(36 tackles) and Tristian Johnson (27) are back. Avery Williamson 
is back for his senior season at 
middle linebacker. He racked up 
135 tackles last season, good for 
10th in the nation. 


IMPAGT PLAYER 


Probably even smaller than his 
listed height and weight (5-10, 159), 
Robinsonis a big-play guy who can 
get open deep on fly routes, gain 
yards after the catch on screens 
and help on special teams. With 
UK’s thin numbers at receiver, he 
could put up monster numbers—if 
he holds up. 


OTTOM LINE 

As always after a regime change, 
optimism reigns in Lexington. 
Expect improvement—but it 
will be slow, not sudden. Four 
or five victories would be an 
achievement. 


DATE 


2013 SCHEDULE 


OPP NENT | 
@WESTERN KENTUCKY* 
Miami (OH) 

Louisville 

Florida 

@SOUTH CAROLINA 
Alabama 
@MISSISSIPPI STATE 
Alabama State 

N.9 Missouri 
N.16 @VANDERBILT 
@GEORGIA 
Tennessee 
*At Nashville, TN 


COACH 


Mark Stoops 
First year 
Career record: 0-0 


Offensive coordinator: 
Neal Brown (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
D.J. Eliot (first year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 2-10 

Stadium: Commonwealth Stadium 
(67,606) 

Tickets: 800-928-2287 

Site: Lexington, Ky. 

Online: vkathletics.com 

Twitter: @UKFootball 


Follow Sporting News on Twitter @sportingnews bl 


Alabama players had to work on 
their technique. 
No, not their blocking or their pass 
2013 SCHEDULE rushing—their dousing-the-coach- 
DATE peers with-Gatorade-after-winning-another- 
A3l @VIRGINATECH*  BCS-title technique. 
TEXAS A&M Nick Saban was criticized for looking grumpy after 
ColoradoState getting soaked following his first BCS title at Alabama 
Mississippi in January 2010, but it was really because he got hit in 
GeorgiaState the head by the bucket. 
@KENTUCKY After annihilating Notre Dame 42-14 in January 
Arkansas to win their third BCS title in four years under Nick 
Tennessee. — Saban, there was no such unwelcomed contact. 


LSU “That,” Saban says, “was an improvement.” 
GABSSISSIPPISTATE Improvement is the perfect word for Saban, 
Chattanoog because he is al trying toi thi 
@AUBURN ause he is always trying to improve something 
*AtAtlanta, GA when it comes to his football program. 
Question is, how can you improve on near 
perfection? Yes, ’Bama lost last season to Texas 
COACH A&M, 29-24, but it didn’t derail the Tide from their 
Nick Saban appointment with another national title. 
Seventh year (68-13) Perhaps the only way to improve on what 
Career record: 159-55-1 Alabama has been doing is to accomplish something 
i never done before. 
PE tue areal Since the Associated Press poll began in 1936, no 
Defensive coordinator: program has won four national championships in five 
Kirby Smart (sixth year) years. Three programs have won three in four years: 
Alabama, Nebraska in 1994, 1995 and 1997 and Notre 
FAST FACTS Dame in 1946, 1947 and 1949, 
pes Nokatinck the It won't be easy, says Saban, who has a fourth BCS 
BCS National Championship, 4214 ring from his days at LSU. He’s had varying degrees 
Stadium: Bryant-Denny Stadium of success with getting teams to buy into the right 
(101,821) mindset following a title. 
Tickets: 205-348-BAMA “You have to have the will to fight,” Saban says. 


Site: Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Online: rolltide.com errr is 


itter: @AlabamaFT <shhars nan 
Totter ealaaner TEL Having quarterback AJ McCarron back to take 
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AJMCCARRON 


aim at a third straight national title 
is a good thing for Alabama. He 
usually finds the mark. McCarron 
led the nation with a 175.28 QB rating 
in 2012, completing 211 of 314 passes for 
2,933 yards with 30 touchdowns and just three 
interceptions. 

The good news for McCarron is that his favorite 
receivers are returning. Amari Cooper led the Tide 
with 59 catches for an even 1,000 yards and 11 TDs 
as a freshman, and is poised to become the next great 
Tide receiver. Kevin Norwood (29 catches, 461 yards, 
4 TDs) returns for his senior campaign. 

The bad news is the offensive line that did such 
a great job protecting McCarron last season is ina 
state of flux. Alabama will be breaking in three new 
starters, starting with sophomore Ryan Kelly, who 
takes over for All-American Barrett Jones at center. 
The Tide will also be looking to replace starters at 
right tackle and left guard. Look for junior Austin 
Shepherd to take over the tackle position, while 
sophomore Arie Kouandjio is the favorite to start at 
left guard next to his older brother, left tackle Cyrus 
Kouandjio. 

Bama lost BCS title game MVP and leading rusher 
Eddie Lacy a year early to the NFL Draft, but it’s hard 
to weep for the Tide at running back. T.J. Yeldon also 
rushed for more than 1,000 yards last season (1,108 
yards, 12 TDs). He’s backed up by Kenyan Drake (281, 
5), plus an infusion of talented recruits such as Alvin 
Kamara, Tyren Jones and Altee Tenpenny. 


There are actually a couple of concerns for a unit 
that led the nation in scoring and total defense last 
season. They begin at the cornerback spot. 

For all its talent, the Crimson Tide has no one with 


MCCARRON: DAVE MARTIN / AP 


the experience to adequately replace Dee Milliner at his corner 
spot. Senior John Fulton is the heir apparent, but he sat out the 
spring recovering from a toe injury. Sophomore Bradley Sylve is 


also an option, while senior Deion Belue will work the other side. 


At the safety positions things are much more settled with 
the return of Ha Ha Clinton-Dix after he picked off five passes 


in 2012 as a sophomore. Sophomore Landon Collins played 
sparingly last year but appears ready to slide past junior Vinnie 
Sunseri at the other safety to replace Robert Lester. 

Alabama also lost two of three starters on the defensive line, 
but all the experience there doesn’t make it as much ofa blow. 
Jeoffrey Pagan may turn out to be more talented than former end 
Damion Square and works opposite senior Ed Stinson. Brandon 
Ivory replaces Jesse Williams at nose tackle. 

All-SEC linebacker C.J. Mosley returns after piling up nearly 
twice as many tackles (107) as the next-best Bama player, fellow 
inside linebacker Trey DePriest (59 stops). 

Sophomore Denzel Devall could be the new “Jack” (pass- 
rushing outside linebacker) as Bama is toying with moving 
Xzavier Dickson to end. Adrian Hubbard is back at the strong 


outside slot. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Senior placekicker Cade Foster takes over for the departed 
Jeremy Shelley, who was a perfect 11-of-11 on field goals last 
season. Foster made only four of nine attempts, including a 
scattershot one-for-four from 40-49 yards. Meanwhile, punter 
Cody Mandell returns after averaging a strong 44.3 yards per 
kick in 2012. Cyrus and Christion Jones will again man the 
return game, though Dee Hart could be a factor on punts. 


BOTTOM LINE 


There are issues to iron out on the offensive line and in the 
secondary, but this is no merely mortal program. The opener 
against Virginia Tech in the Georgia Dome is a legitimate 
test and the game Sept. 14 at Texas A&M will be one of the 
biggest of the season, but ultimately the greatest threat to 
Alabama’s domination of college football is Alabama. If the 
Crimson Tide gets by the Hokies, the Aggies and the LSU 
Tigers (in Tuscaloosa on Nov. 9), they will head to the SEC 
Championship Game ranked No. 1, unbeaten, and on the 


precipice of history. 


» RECRUITING REPORT 


Sv “Be SPORTS. 


This was the highest-rated 
class coach Nick Saban has signed 
at Alabama. All of the top five are 
five-star prospects anda sixth, 
lineman A’Shawn Robinson (Fort 
Worth, Texas/Arlington Heights), 
is also part of the class. The 
Crimson Tide was geographically 
balanced in their approach, signing 
25 prospects from 13 different 
states. Seven members of the 
class enrolled in January and 
took part in Alabama's spring 
practice, including highly touted 
quarterback Cooper Bateman 
(Salt Lake City/Cottonwood), who 
competed for the No. 2 spot behind 
AJ McCarron. 

—JC Shurburtt 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


‘L > JONATHAN ALLEN, LB/DE 
From Ashburn, Va., Allen isa 6-3, 255-pounder whois 
tailor-made for the Tide's “Jack” linebacker position. 


@ » DERRICK HENRY, ATH/RB 
Henry,a6-4,250-pound freak athlete from 
Yulee (Fla.), shattered the national high 
school rushing record with 12,212 career yards. 


3 } REUBEN FOSTER, LB 

Foster played his senior year at Auburn (Ala.) Highand 
was committed to the Tide's in-staterival beforea 
Crazy turninhis recruitment in which he left his offical 
visitat AU totake an unofficial visit to Tuscaloosa. 


4 » ROBERT FOSTER, WR 

The 6-2 Foster surprised many locals when he 
elected to commit to the Tide over hometown Pitt. 
S > 0.). HOWARD, TE 

The 6-6, 221-pounder from Prattville, Ala., isa 
matchup nightmare for any defender. 


5-YEAR RECORD 
> 617 


ee ‘-= « 
CONFERENCE TITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


IMPAGT PLAYER 


Assuming a couple of things— 
that Devall becomes Bama’s 
starting Jack linebacker and 
Xzavier Dickson moves to end—the 
Crimson Tide could have anew 
star in its linebacker constellation. 
Devall had 18 tackles (including 
two sacks) and a fumble recovery 
inareserve role last season. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


OFFENSE 

» PASSING 

AJMcCarron 

GP Effi. Cmp-Attint Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 


4) 153) 2343 © 672 2933 30 209.5 


> RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/6 
TJ.Yeldon 4/175 N08 63/12 791 
PRECEIVING GP No. Yds. Ave TD Avg/G 
Amari Cooper 144,59 1000 169 1 74 
DEFENSE 

» TACKLES __GP Solo Assist Total 
CJ. Mosley 4 66 4) 107 

PSACKS GP No. Yards _ 
Adrian Hubbard 4) 20 44 


PINTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
HaHa Clinton-Dix 5) O | 210 


2012 TEAM STATS 

| OPP 

SCORING 542 153 
Points Per Game 387 10.9 

FIRST DOWNS 303 192 
Rushing 160 63 
Passing 131 15 
Penalty 2 4 


RUSHING YARDAGE 3185 1069 
Yards gainedrushing 3484 1480 


Yards lost rushing 299 4n 
Rushing Attempts 510 440 
Average Per Rush 5.6 24 
Average Per Game 2215 76.4 
TDs Rushing 7 10 
PASSING YARDAGE 3052 243) 
Comp-Att-Int 219-328-3 _217-397-18 
Average Per Pass 93 6] 
Average Per Catch 3.9 M2 
Average Per Game 718.0 173.6 
TDs Passing 3 8 
TOTAL OFFENSE 6237 3500 
Total Plays 898 837 
Average Per Play 49 42 


Average Per Game 4455 250.0 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 21-503 53-1143 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 34-337 18-117 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 18-221 3-20 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 
QB AJMcCarron (6-4, 214, Sr.) 
Blake Sims (6-0, 202, Jr.) 
TB TJ. Yeldon (6-2, 218, So.) 
Kenyan Drake (6-1, 201, So.) 
HB Jalston Fowler (6-1, 250, Jr.) 
Harrison Jones (6-4, 241, Jr.) 
LT Cyrus Kovandjio (6-6, 310, Jr.) 
Brandon Greene (6-5, 307, Fr.) 
LG Arie Kouandjio (6-5, 315, So.) 
Chad Lindsay (6-2, 302, Jr.) 
C Ryan Kelly (6-5, 290, So.) 
Chad Lindsay (6-2, 302, Jr.) 
RG Anthony Steen (6-3, 309, Sr.) 
Arie Kouandjio (6-5, 315, So.) 
RT Austin Shepherd (6-5, 315, Jr.) 
Brandon Greene (6-5, 307, Fr.) 
TE Brian Vogler (6-7, 260, Jr.) 
Malcolm Faciane (6-5, 267, So.) 
WR Amari Cooper (6-1, 202, So.) 
Kenny Bell (6-1, 180, Sr.) 
WR Kevin Norwood (6-2, 195, Sr.) 
DeAndrew White (6-0, 190, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Jeoffrey Pagan (6-4, 290, Jr.) 
LaMichael Fanning (6-7, 270, So.) 
NT Brandon Ivory (6-4, 310, Jr.) 
Darren Lake (6-3, 324, So.) 
DE Ed Stinson (6-4, 292, Sr.) 
Xzavier Dickson (6-3, 265, Jr.) 
OLB Denzel Devall (6-2, 250, So.) 
Adrian Hubbard (6-6, 252, Jr.) 
ILB CJ. Mosley (6-2, 232, Sr.) 
Tana Patrick (6-3, 238, Sr.) 
ILB Trey DePriest (6-2, 245, So.) 
Reggie Ragland (6-2, 259, So.) 
OLB Adrian Hubbard (6-6, 252, Jr.) 
Ryan Anderson (6-2, 255, Fr.) 
CB John Fulton (6-0, 186, Sr.) 
Bradley Sylve (5-11, 180, So.) 
CB Deion Belue (5-11, 183, Sr.) 
Geno Smith (6-0, 186, So.) 
FS LandonCollins (6-0, 215, So.) 
Vinnie Sunseri (6-0, 210, Jr.) 
SS HaHa Clinton-Dix (6-1, 208, Jr.) 
Nick Perry (6-1, 212, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Cade Foster (6-1, 224, Sr.) 
P Cody Mandell (6-4, 213, Sr.) 


~) Sporting News All-American 


STATISTIC Te 


KICK RETURN AVG. 24.0 21.6 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 9.9 6.5 
INTRETURNAVG. 12.3 67 
FUMBLES-LOST 24-12 24-11 
PENALTIES-VARDS 54-467 67-565 


Average Per Game 33.4 40.4 
PUNTS-YARDS 50-2214 
Average Per Punt 443 42.6 


Net punt average 39.5 31.6 
TIME OF POSS./GAME 32:16 27:44 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 80/167 61/190 

3rd-Down Pct. 48% 32% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. m 18 

4th-Down Pct. 64% 39% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 35-207 23-178 
MISCYARDS 6 68 
TDS SCORED 7 20 
FG-ATTEMPTS 15-20 5-12 
ATTENDANCE 712052 341450 

Games/AvgPerGame 7/101722  4/85362 

Neutral Site Games 3/82052 


SCOREBYQTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 
Alabama 153 205 66 18 O 542 
Opponent 26 35 45 4 0 153 


Daily coverage at sportingnews.com/ncaa-football 153 


TEXAS A&M 


AGGIES 
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® 
2013 SCHEDULE 


A331 Rice 
S.7 Sam Houston State 
S.14 Alabama 
S.21 SMU 
S.28 @ARKANSAS 
0.12 G@MISSISSIPPI 
0.19 Auburn 
0.26 Vanderbilt 
N.2 UTEP 
N.9 Mississippi State 
N.23 @LSU 
N.30 @MISSOURI 


COACH 
Kevin Sumtin 
Second year (11-2) 
Career record: 46-19 


Offensive coordinators: 
Clarence McKinney (first year) 
Jake Spavital (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Mark Snyder (second year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: Ii-2 

Beat Oklahoma in the 

Cotton Bowl, 41-13 

Stadium: Kyle Field (82,600) 
Tickets: 888-TAM-12TH 
Site: College Station, Texas 
Online: aggieathletics.com 
Twitter: @AggieFootball 


What can Texas A&M and Johnny 
Football do for an encore? 

There hasn’t been a smash debut 
like this since The Beatles invaded 
America. Texas A&M, looking for refuge 
from the uncertainty and unhappiness of 
being in the Big 12, takes shelter in the SEC and 
not only survives but flourishes. 

And to think, when the Aggies made their move, no 
one knew who Johnny Manziel was. 

Everyone knows now. The quick arm, nimble feet 
and coach Kevin Sumlin’s fast and loose offensive style 
produced the first freshman winner in the history 
of the Heisman Trophy, plus a sparkling 11-2 record 
that included a 29-24 upset of eventual BCS national 
champion Alabama and a 41-13 rout of former Big 12 
rival Oklahoma in the Cotton Bowl. 

Expectations for Manziel will be stacked as high as 
the upper decks of Kyle Field, but Sumlin isn’t doing 
anything to try to tear them down. 

He thinks Manziel, who threw for 3,706 yards, 
rushed for 1,410 and accounted for 47 touchdowns 
overall, can get even better. 

“He can help his footwork, his mechanics, his 
thought process and overall knowledge of the offense,” 
Sumlin says. 

Of course, to come out on top in the rugged SEC, the 
Aggies will have to be able to play more than one note. 


OFFENSE 

There will be challenges right out of the gate for 
Manziel, whom defensive coordinators across the SEC 
have spent an entire offseason preparing to stop. 

The first is adjusting to a new play-caller—though 
that’s a change Manziel has already dealt with. 
Clarence McKinney moved up from running backs 
coach to offensive coordinator after Kliff Kingsbury left 
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BEN MALENA 


to become head coach at Texas Tech 
and called plays in the Cotton Bowl. 

A&M also hired Jake Spavital to coach 

quarterbacks and serve as co-offensive 
coordinator, though he will answer to 
McKinney. 

A potentially greater concern is up front 
where the Aggies lost left tackle and Outland Trophy 
winner Luke Joeckel to the NFL Draft along with 
center Patrick Lewis. The Aggies immediately shifted 
All-American Jake Matthews, who decided to pass on 
the draft and return for his senior year, over from right 
tackle while younger brother Mike takes over at center. 

And then there's the receiving corps. Mike Evans 
and his gaudy stats (82 catches, 1,105 yards, 5 TDs) 
return, but Ryan Swope, Thomas Johnson and 
Uzoma Nwachukwu (Nos. 2-4) are gone. Sumlin’s 
staff is high on junior-college transfer Cameron Clear, 
a huge receiver at 6-6 and 270 pounds who can play 
in the slot or in a two-tight end set. 

When Manziel isn’t running or throwing he’ll be 
handing the ball off to running backs Ben Malena 
(808 yards, 8 TDs) or Oklahoma transfer Brandon 
Williams. 


DEFENSE 

The Aggies’ defense was overshadowed by 
Manziel’s artistry in 2012 but it was hardly a liability, 
allowing 21.8 points and 390.2 yards per game. The 
challenge will be to find a way to improve despite 
losing some key pieces in end Damontre Moore and 
linebackers Jonathan Stewart and Sean Porter, three of 
A&M's top five tacklers a year ago. 

With Stewart and Porter gone, players like junior 
linebackers Donnie Baggs, who moved from the weak 
side to the middle during spring drills, and Tyrell 
Taylor will be expected to help fill the void. Taylor, who 
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is backed up by his twin brother, Tyrone, will be counted on to 
bring more quarterback pressure off the edge. 
To that end, the Aggies are hopeful Julien Obioha can deliver 
a Moore-type ferocity when he returns this fall from injury. Also 
injured, and suspended, is starting nose guard Kirby Ennis, 
whose return is a critical component for the A&M defense. 
Another key player will be boundary safety Howard 
Matthews, who had 58 tackles and six passes broken up last 
season. A&M coaches were high during the spring on junior 
Floyd Raven, who made the switch from cornerback to free safety. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Taylor Bertolet is the incumbent at placekicker, but the 
Aggies clearly need some improvement from him going into 
2013, Bertolet was 13-of-22 kicking field goals—including a 
woeful one-for-six from 30-39 yards—and missed seven of 74 
extra-point attempts. Sophomore Drew Kaser takes over at 
punter from Ryan Epperson, having booted but one live punt in 
his first two seasons with the Aggies. New special teams coach 
Jeff Banks has his hands full. 


BOTTOM LINE 

The Aggies progressed from hoping to wishing to believing 
to expecting to contend in the SEC faster than anyone could 
have expected. The only problem for Texas A&M and Sumlin 
is there is no honeymoon after a two-loss regular season that 
easily could have been an unbeaten one, Can the Aggies, and 
Manziel, avoid a collective sophomore slump? The Aggies will 
quickly find out how they stand when the Crimson Tide invade 
College Station Sept. 14 in what shapes up as one of the premier 
games of the season. Road trips to Ole Miss on Oct. 12 and LSU 
on Nov. 23 also loom large. In the end, exceeding last season’s 


win total will be difficult, but at least matching it is likely, 


» RECRUITING REPORT 


2<t' SPORTS 


The 32-member Texas A&M class 
was one of the largest in the country. 
After signing only 19 players in 2012, 
coach Kevin Sumlin and staff had 
room to operate. Eight of the 32 
prospects enrolled at A&M mid-term. 

One of the biggest SEC-affiliation- 
related recruiting wins for Texas A&M 
was landing former Auburn signee 
JaQuay Williams, a receiver out of 
Fork Union (Va.) Military Academy 
from Georgia. 

Williams, Ricky Seals-Jones, 
Laquvitonte Gonzalez, Sebastian 
LaRue, Jeremy Tabuyo (Honolulu/ 
St. Louis) and Kyrion Parker (Manvel, 
Texas) combined to form the top 
class of wide receivers in the country 
forthe 2013 cycle. 

Aggies assistant David Beaty 
was either the primary or secondary 
recruiter on 16 prospects (half the 
class) forthe 2013 cycle and was 
ranked No. 16 nationally in the 
247Composite recruiter rankings 
for his efforts. Another Texas A&M 
assistant, Clarence McKinney, wasin 
on eight prospects and ranked No. 21. 

—JC Shurburtt 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


L > Ricky Seals-Jones, WR 

Aconsensus five-star prospect from Sealy, Texas, 
the 6-5, 225-pound Seals-Jones was once a Texas 
commit before ultimately picking the Aggies over 
LSU. Seals-Jones will play receiver for Texas A&M, 
aposition he showed great potential at during 
the U.S. Army All-American Bowl. 


2 » Justin Manning, OT 

The 6-3, 275-pound Manning was aU.S. Army 
All-American Bowl selection out of Dallas 
Kimball whom the Aggies beat Oklahoma for. 
The 247Composite ranked Manning as the No.5 
defensive tackle in the country. 


3 » IsaiahGolden, OT 

The 6-2, 330-pound Golden was an outstanding 
fun-stuffing defensive tackle with good athleti- 
cism for Carthage (Texas) High and was one of 
the earliest commits in the 2013 Aggies class. 


4 » SebastianLaRue, WR 

LaRue, from Santa Monica (Calif) High, was once 
aUSC commit before reopening his recruitment 
and ultimately signing with the Aggies. The 5-1, 
195-pound Under Armour All-American was one 
of the top pure slot receivers in the 2013 class and 
will fit nicely in the Texas A&M offense. 


S > Laquvitonte Gonzalez, WR 

One scout described Gonzalez, from Cedar 

Hill (Texas) High, as being able to “runlikea 
Scalded dog,” and that description fits the 5-10, 
155-pound speedster. 


5-YEAR RECORD 
» 37-27 


- - * 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL WNATIONALTITLE 


IMPACT PLAYER 


A transfer from Oklahoma who 
sat out 2012, Williams is flying 
under the radar of Aggie observers 
whose thinking about the A&M 
running game begins and ends 
with Manziel. But there willalso be 
plenty of handoffs to go around 
for players like Ben Malena—and 
Williams. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


OFFENSE 
» PASSING 
Johnny Manziel 
GP Effic. Cmp-Attint Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 
3) 155.3 © 295-434-9 68.0 3706 26 2851 


» RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
JohnnyManziel 13 201 1410 7.0 21 1085 
> RECEIVING _GP_No. Yds. Avg TD Avg/6 
Mike Evans B 82 05 35 5 850 
DEFENSE 
» TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Steven Jenkins 2 35) 44 ~«79 
» SACKS GP No. ‘Yards 
Steven Jenkins R 20 13 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Deshazor Everett 2 6 BO 1 
2012 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC ce 
SCORING 5718 283 
Points Per Game 445 21.8 
FIRST DOWNS 357 273 
Rushing 149 105 
Passing 180 M45 
Penalty 28 3 


RUSHING YARDAGE 347 1814 
Yardsgainedrushing 3384 2139 


Yards lost rushing 237 325 
Rushing Attempts 533 487 
Average Per Rush 59 3] 
Average Per Game 242) B95 
TDs Rushing 46 18 


PASSING YARDAGE 44 3259 


Comp-Att-Int 329-492-10 281-485-12 
Average Per Pass 8.4 67 
Average Per Catch 125 1.6 
Average Per Game 365 250.7 
TDs Passing 28 7 
TOTAL OFFENSE 726) 5073 
Total Plays 1025 972 
Average Per Play i 52 


Average Per Game 558.5 390.2 
KICK RETURNS: #-YDS 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 34-452 13-70 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 12-204 10-39 


DEPTH CHART A M 


OFFENSE 2 

QB Johnny Manziel (6-1, 200, So.) 
Matt Joeckel (6-4, 234, Jr.) 

TB Ben Malena (5-8, 195, Sr.) 
Brandon Williams (6-0, 192, So.) 

LT Jake Matthews (6-5, 305, Sr.) 
Jeremiah Stuckey (6-4, 285, So.) 

LG Jarvis Harrison (6-3, 320, Jr.) 
Shep Klinke (6-7, 305, Sr.) 

C Mike Matthews (6-3, 280, So.) 
Ben Compton (6-4, 307, Jr.) 

RG Germain Ifedi (6-5, 320, Fr.) 
Ben Compton (6-4, 307, Jr.) 

RT Cedric Ogbuehi (6-5, 300, Jr.) 
Joseph Cheek (6-7, 300, So.) 

WR Mike Evans (6-5, 225, So.) 
Edward Pope (6-4, 170, Fr.) 

WR Sabian Holmes (5-11, 175, So.) 
Nehemiah Hicks (6-4, 250, Sr.) 

WR Malcome Kennedy (6-0, 200, Jr.) 
Cameron Clear (6-6, 270, Jr.) 

WR Derel Walker (6-2, 185, Sr.) 
Jaquay Williams (6-3, 210, Fr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Julien Obioha (6-4, 255, So.) 
Brandon Alexander (6-6, 255, So.) 
NG Kirby Ennis (6-4, 300, Sr.) 
Polo Manukainiu (6-5, 270, Fr.) 
DT Alonzo Williams (6-4, 280, So.) 
Jordan Points (6-3, 260, Fr.) 
DE Tyrell Taylor (6-4, 230, Jr.) 
Tyrone Taylor (6-3, 240, Fr.) 
OLB Brett Wade (6-1, 225, Fr.) 
Cody Johnson (6-1, 220, So.) 
MLB Donnie Baggs (6-1, 230, Jr.) 
Shaun Ward (6-2, 244, Jr.) 
OLB Tommy Sanders (6-2, 215, Jr.) 
Nate Askew (6-4, 225, Sr.) 
CB De'Vante Harris (5-10, 175, So.) 
Tremaine Jacobs (6-1, 190, Sr.) 
CB Deshazor Everett (6-0, 185, Jr.) 
Alex Sezer Jr. (5-9, 180, Fr.) 
FS Floyd Raven (6-2, 190, Jr.) 
Clay Honeycutt (6-2, 200, Jr.) 
SS Howard Matthews (6-2, 200, Jr.) 
Toney Hurd (5-9, 180, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
PK Taylor Bertolet (5-9, 174, So.) 
P Drew Kaser (6-3, 220, So.) 


" Sporting News All-American 


STATISTIC ee 


KICK RETURN AVG. 199 18.6 
PUNT RETURN AVG. B3 5.4 
INT RETURN AVG. 12.0 39 
FUMBLES-LOST 2-11 4-4 
PENALTIES-YARDS 80-735 90-744 
Average Per Game 56.5 51.2 
PUNTS-YARDS 4\-1721 84-3886 
Average Per Punt 42.0 463 
Net punt average 39.8 38.5 
TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 28:09 31:51 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 107/195 66/204 
3rd-Down Pct. 55% 32% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. m 13/28 
4th-Down Pct. 58% 46% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 31-170 23-139 
MISC YARDS 0 20 
TDS SCORED 78 36 
FG-ATTEMPTS 13-22 7 
ATTENDANCE 522083 369992 
Games/AvgPerGame 6/87014 —6/61665, 
Neutral Site Games 1/87025 


SCOREBYQTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 
Texas A&M 15] 206 116 105 O 578 
Opponent 7 78 63 105 0 283 
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LSU 


TIGERS 


2013 SCHEDULE 


DATE 


OPPONENT 


Eleven players. That's how many 


A.31 arcu 

$7 uag _LSU Tigers declared early for this 

5.14 KentState year’s NFL draft. It’s believed to be a 

S.21 Aubun —_ record for any school. It’s certainly an 

S.28 @GEORGIA unprecedented figure in Baton Rouge. 

0.5 Q@MISSISSIPPI STATE For most programs, such losses would 

0.12 Florida elicit cries of “woe is us” from the head coach. 

0.19 @MISSISSIPPI Not at LSU. Not from Les Miles, who even on this 

0.26 Furman subject marches to his own idiosyncratic beat. 

GAIEMA “T like the fact that we send guys to the NFL early 

N.23 Texas A&M : a : . 

N30 einaces and recruit guys with the potential to go to the NF L 
*AtArlngton, TX early,” Miles says. “I want every guy that I recruit to 


have the opportunity to play a long, extended career 
in the NFL. I'd like to develop them.” 

Miles certainly is getting his chance this season, his 
ninth at LSU. 

With such heavy attrition-the Tigers also lost four 
senior starters in addition to the early departures-this 
would appear to bea retrench-and-rebuild season for 


COACH 


Ninth year (85-21) 
Career record: 1]3-42 


Offensive coordinator: 


LSU. 
Cam Cameron (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
John Chavis (fifth year) OFFENSE 
Though LSU actually averaged more yards per 
FAST FACTS game in 2012 than it did in 2011-374.2 to 355.1-its 
2012 RECORD: 10-3 three losses were marred by key offensive failures. 
Lost to Clemson in the The Tigers couldn’t score a second-half point in a 14-6 


Chick-fil-A Bowl, 25-24 
Stadium: Tiger Stadium (92,542) 


loss at Florida and were unable to move the chains for 
critical first downs late in losses to Alabama (21-17) 


Einatas Seat and Clemson in the Chick-fil-A Bowl (25-24), games 
Online: |susports.net in which the Tigers were dominant for long stretches. 
Twitter: @LSUfball To try and head off such power failures, Miles 
brought in Cam Cameron as his new offensive 
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JARVIS LANDRY 


coordinator. Cameron, who was 

fired at midseason by the Super Bowl 
champion Baltimore Ravens, is one 
of Miles’ oldest friends in coaching 

(Miles is godfather to one of Cameron’s 
children). Greg Studrawa, the offensive 

coordinator the last two seasons, returned to 
working strictly with the offensive line, while former 
quarterbacks coach Steve Kragthorpe (suffering 
from Parkinson’s Disease) was reassigned to an 
administrative role. 

Cameron promises a more uptempo and pass- 
oriented style built around senior quarterback Zach 
Mettenberger while still adhering to Miles’ power 
running philosophy. He certainly doesn’t find the 
offensive cupboard bare. Eight starters return, and 
those who don’t can be capably replaced. 

La’el Collins, arguably LSU’s best lineman, shifts 
from left guard back to his old high school position 
of left tackle to replace Josh Dworaczyk, while Elliott 
Porter replaces P.J. Lonergan at center. Travis 
Dickson, younger brother of former LSU tight end 
Richard Dickson, takes over for Chase Clement at 
tight end. 

The receiving corps is virtually intact, with the top 
four receivers back led by Jarvis Landry (56 catches, 
573 yards, 5 TDs) and Odell Beckham Jr. (43, 713, 2). 
Sophomore Jeremy Hill blossomed last year as the 
Tigers’ leading rusher (755 yards, 12 TDs in 11 games) 
and goes into 2013 as the starter ahead of Alfred Blue, 
who played just three games last season because ofa 
knee injury. 


LANDRY: DAVID QUINN / AP 


DEFENSE 

The bad news up front is that all four starters are gone, three of 
them (Barkevious Mingo, Sam Montgomery and Bennie Logan) 
leaving a year early. The good news is tackles Anthony “Freak” 
Johnson (30 tackles, 3 sacks) and Ego Ferguson (14 tackles) were 
prominent players in LSU’s D-line rotation last year. Jermauria 
Rasco (10 tackles) is the heir apparent at one end spot, with 
sophomore Danielle Hunter projected to start at the other. 

The bad news is middle linebacker Kevin Minter and his 
team-leading 130 tackles are gone. The good news is Tahj Jones 
is back at his starting strongside spot. Lamin Barrow, LSU’s top 
returning tackler with 104 stops, is back. Though expected early 
on to take over for Minter, LSU coaches were hoping to keep 
Barrow at his weakside spot and groom junior D.J. Welter as his 
replacement. 

Jalen Mills was pressed into a starting role at cornerback last 
season when Tyrann Mathieu was kicked off the team. Now he 
returns armed with valuable experience along with his former 
backup, Jalen Collins, who’s likely to replace early NFL entry 
Tharold Simon, Oft-injured strong safety Craig Loston had his 
most productive season ever last year with 55 tackles and is back 
for his senior campaign. He'll start alongside Ronald Martin, 
who takes over at free safety for early NFL departure Eric Reid. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Tigers traded one Australian punter for another: Jamie 
Keehn takes over for Brad Wing, who was suspended for the 
Chick-fil-A Bowl and then turned pro. Keehn averaged 43.7 
yards on 12 punts last year. James Hairston is the heir apparent 
to Drew Alleman at placekicker after handling only kickoff 
chores in 2012. 


BOTTOM LINE 

The schedule is a daunting one, starting with the Aug. 31 
season opener against TCU in the Cowboys Classic at Arlington, 
Texas. If the offense has indeed improved under Cameron and 
the defense doesn’t prove to be quite as gutted as feared, the 
Tigers could have little trouble matching last season’s 10 wins. 


y RECRUITING REPORT 


2a" sPORTS. 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


‘L > Tre'Davious White, CB/WR 

This five-star player used his elite speed 

and skill level to be one of the fastest-rising 
prospects in the 2013 class during his senior year 
at Green Oaks High in Shreveport, La. 


Nine prospects enrolled early 
at LSU from this class, including 
quarterbacks Hayden Rettig (brother 
of Boston College quarterback Chase 
Rettig) and Anthony Jennings, an 
Elite 11 selection. Though the in-state 


talent base for the 2014 class is @ » EthanPocic, OT 


among the best it has ever been, 
it wasn't necessarily the deepest 
cycle in 2013 and it showed with 
the geographic diversity of the LSU 
class. Eleven different states were 
represented in the 27-member class. 
Even with the lack of depth in-state, 
LSU was again dominant, landing 
eight of the state's top 10 prospects. 
Wide receiver Avery Peterson 
originally signed in the 2012 class 
before heading to Hargrave Military 
Academy fora year and is the younger 
brother of NFL and former LSU 
cornerback Patrick Peterson. 

—JC Shurburtt 


The 6-7, 280-pound Pocic, from 

Lemont, Ill. was one of the top offensive 
linemen in the Midwest for the 2013 

cycle and enrolled in January in Baton Rouge. 


3 > Kendell Beckwith, DE 

The 6-2, 225-pound Beckwith, an Under Armour 
All-American from East Feliciana High in 
Jackson, La., was the No. 2 overall prospectin 
the Pelican State for the 2013 class. 

4 » Frank Herron, DL 

The Tigers held offa late push from Texas to 
hold onto the pledge of the 6-5, 250-pound 
Herron. 

S > GregGilmore, OT 

The 6-4,273-pounder from Hope Mills, N.C., was 
an Under Armour All-American and one of the 
most athletic defensive tackles in the 2013 class. 


5-VEAR RECORD 
> S15 


oS = * 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


IMPAGT PLAYER 


With LSU’s huge losses along 
the defensive line, the Tigers need 
fresh players to step up quickly. 
Enter Hunter, who averaged only 
atackle per gamein12 contests 
last season but possesses the type 
of frame and quickness that will 
have LSU fans wondering if he’s the 
second coming of Ke-Ke Mingo. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


OFFENSE 

» PASSING 

Zach Mettenberger 

GP Effic. Cmp-Att-int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/6 


B) 1283 | 207-3527 | 58.8 2609! 12° 200.7 
» RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
Jeremy Hill N 42 755 53 12 686 
» RECEIVING GP No, Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 
Jarvis Landry 3) 56 573 10.2 5 441 
DEFENSE 
» TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Lamin Barrow B52 52) (104 
» SACKS GP No. ‘Yards 
Micah Eugene 3B 35 V 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg, 1D 
Craig Loston 3 103 343 51 
2012 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC re a 
SCORING 387 228 
Points Per Game 29.8 115 
FIRST DOWNS 242 240 
Rushing 120 8] 
Passing 106 126 
Penalty 16 3 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2258 321 
Yardsgainedrushing 2603 5 


Yards lost rushing 5 394 
Rushing Attempts 527 440 
Average Per Rush 43 3.0 
Average Per Game 137 101.6 
TDs Rushing 29 4 
PASSING YARDAGE 2607 2678 
Comp-Att-Int 208-356-7 254-457-18 
Average Per Pass 73 59 
Average Per Catch 25 10.5 
Average Per Game 200.5 206.0 
TDs Passing 2 5 
TOTAL OFFENSE 4865 3999 
Total Plays 883 897 
Average Per Play 55 45 


Average PerGame 3742 307.6 
KICKRETURNS: #-YDS 31-744 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 36-327 17-59 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 18-274 7202 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 
QB Zach Mettenberger (6-5, 230, Sr.) 
Stephen Rivers (6-8, 225, So.) 
TB Jeremy Hill (6-2, 235, So.) 
Alfred Blue (6-2, 220, Sr.) 
FB J.C. Copeland (6-1, 272, Sr.) 
Connor Neighbors (5-11, 236, Sr.) 
LT La’el Collins (6-5, 321, Jr.) 
Jerald Hawkins (6-6, 300, Fr.) 
LG Josh Williford (6-7, 332, Sr.) 
Jonah Austin (6-6, 329, So.) 
C Elliott Porter (6-4, 300, Jr.) 
Ethan Pocic (6-7, 285, Fr.) 
RG Trai Turner (6-3, 306, So.) 
Fehoko Fanaika (6-6, 340, Jr.) 
RT Vadal Alexander (6-6, 350, So.) 
Derek Edinburgh (6-8, 316, Fr.) 
TE Travis Dickson (6-3, 230, Jr.) 
Dillon Gordon (6-5, 280, So.) 
WR Jarvis Landry (6-1, 195, Jr.) 
Kadron Boone (6-0, 207, Sr.) 
WR Odell Beckham Jr. (6-0, 187, Jr.) 
Travin Dural (6-2, 180, Fr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Jermauria Rasco (6-3, 255, Jr.) 
Jordan Allen (6-6, 253, Jr.) 
DT Anthony Johnson (6-3, 304, Jr.) 
Christian LaCouture (6-5, 290, Fr.) 
DT Ego Ferguson (6-3, 308, Jr.) 
Quentin Thomas (6-3, 294, So.) 
DE Danielle Hunter (6-5, 235, So.) 
Jordan Allen (6-6, 253, Jr.) 
SLB TahjJones (6-2, 205, Sr.) 
Kwon Alexander (6-2, 215, So.) 
MLB D.J. Welter (6-0, 226, Jr.) 
Ronnie Feist (6-2, 230, So.) 
WLB Lamin Barrow (6-2, 232, Sr.) 
Deion Jones (6-2, 202, So.) 
CB Jalen Collins (6-2, 195, So.) 
Kavahra Holmes (6-2, 180, Fr.) 
CB Jalen Mills (6-0, 185, So.) 
Dwayne Thomas (6-0, 175, Fr.) 
SS Craig Loston (6-2, 205, Sr.) 
Micah Eugene (5-11, 190, So.) 
FS Ronald Martin (6-1, 202, Jr.) 
Jerqwinick Sandolph (6-2, 190, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K James Hairston (6-1, 220, Jr.) 
P Jamie Keehn (6-4, 222, So.) 


~~ Sporting News All-American 


STATISTIC Tr 


KICK RETURN AVG. 24,0 18] 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 91 35 
INT RETURN AVG. 15.2 28.9 
FUMBLES-LOST 20-10 22-15 


PENALTIES-YARDS 94-753 72-524 
Average Per Game 57.9 403 
PUNTS-YARDS 713167 82-3392 
Average Per Punt 44.6 44 
Net punt average 39.9 36.2 
TIME OF POSS./GAME 30:34 29:26 


3RD-DOWN CONV, 78/194 59/185 
31d-Down Pct. 40% 2% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 4/7 10/17 
4th-Down Pct. 51% 59% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 35-224 32-241 
MISC YARDS 0 0 

TOS SCORED 46 29 

FG-ATTEMPTS 21-29 10-16 
ATTENDANCE 741005 336091 
Games/AvgPerGame 8/92626  4/84023 
Neutral Site Games 1/68027 
LSU 87 98 92 10 0 387 
Opponent 4] 23 38 70 0 228 


Follow Sporting News on Twitter @sportingnews 57 
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2013 SCHEDULE 


@VANDERBILT 
Southeast Missouri State 
@TEXAS 
@ALABAMA 
@AUBURN 
Texas A&M 
LSU 
Idaho 
Arkansas 
Troy 
Missouri 
QMISSISSIPPI STATE 
COACH 
Hugh Freeze 
Second year (7-6) 
Career record: 17-9 
Offensive coordinators: 
Matt Luke (second year), 
Dan Werner (second year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Dave Wommack (second year) 
FAST FACTS 
2012 RECORD: 7-6 
Beat Pittsburgh in the 
Compass Bowl, 38-17 
Stadium: Vaught-Hemingway Stadium 
(60,580) 
Tickets: 888-732-8587 


Site: Oxford, Miss. 
Online: olemisssports.com 
Twitter: @0leMissNow 


Froma winless SEC campaign in 2011 to 
snapping a 16-game conference losing streak, 
to finishing 7-6 with a BBVA Compass 

Bowl win over Pittsburgh, toa stunningly 
successful recruiting class, Oxford is abuzz 
over Year 2 of the Hugh Freeze era at Ole Miss. 
A likely dark-horse pick in some preseason polls, 
Ole Miss is once again being taken quite seriously by the rest of the SEC. 


Bo Wallace, a dual-threat QB with 2,994 yards, 22 touchdowns and 390 
rushing yards last season, was a huge part of the Rebels’ resurgence in 
2012. Excitement over his return is tempered by January shoulder surgery, 
which caused him to miss spring ball. 

Barry Brunetti and Maikhail Miller worked overtime in Wallace’s 
place to be ready in case his recovery is off-schedule. The Rebels return 
tailback Jeff Scott (846 yards rushing, 6 TDs) and wideut Donte Moncrief 
(979 yards receiving, 10 TDs) to keep the offense humming. 

Highly prized recruit Laremy Tunsil will bolster an offensive line that 
lost guard A.J. Hawkins. 


End Robert Nkemdiche, the nation’s No. 1 recruit, is the name that 
has Ole Miss fans drooling. But it’s his older brother, Denzel, at outside 
linebacker who leads all returning Rebels with 82 tackles. 

However, Robert Nkemdiche will have to be truly special to beat out 
either C.J. Johnson (6.5 sacks) or Channing Ward. Johnson suffered a 
broken leg in spring drills but is expected to be ready by August. 

The linebacker corps should be strong with Denzel Nkemdiche and 
senior middle linebacker Mike Marry. The secondary, which allowed 
246.5 passing yards per game in 2012, remains a concern. The Rebels 
like their cornerback group of Charles Sawyer, Senquez Golson and Nick 
Brassell. 

On special teams, Tyler 
Campbell was second in the 
nation in punting in 2011. Andrew 
Ritter, another senior, returns at 
placekicker. 


IMPAGT PLAYER 
ChanningWard,DE 4 /@ 


Robert Nkemdiche is the future 
at defensive end, but Ward is the 
“now.” A marquee signee for the 


The Rebels will be improved 
athletically. At worst, they should 
equal last year’s win total. A New 
Year’s Day Bowl marks the high 
end of the Rebels’ potential. 
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Rebels in 2012, Ward got alate OK 
from the NCAA Clearinghouse last 
season and never caught up. With 
C.J. Johnson out this spring, thisis 
Ward’s chance to establish himself. 


S&S 7: 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Bo Wallace (6-4, 204, Jr.) 

TB Jeff Scott (5-7, 170, Sr.) 

LT Emmanuel McCray (6-5, 316, Sr.) 
LG Aaron Morris (6-5, 330, Jr.) 

C Evan Swindall (6-4, 295, Sr.) 
RG Patrick Junen (6-3, 314, Sr.) 
RT Pierce Burton (6-6, 289, Sr.) 
TE John Youngblood (6-3, 237, Fr.) 
WR Donte Moncrief (6-3, 216, Jr.) 
WR Vince Sanders (6-1, 190, Jr.) 

WR Ja-Mes Logan (6-3, 195, Sr.) 


DE C.J. Johnson (6-3, 233, Jr.) 

DT Byron Bennett (6-2, 294, Jr.) 
NT Issac Gross (6-1, 254, So.) 

DE Channing Ward (6-4, 256, So.) 
OLB Denzel Nkemdiche (5-11, 203, So.) 
MLB Mike Marry (6-3, 256, Sr.) 
ROV Trae Elston (6-0, 190, So.) 

CB Nick Brassell (6-1, 180, Jr.) 

CB Senquez Golson (5-9, 188, Jr.) 
CB Charles Sawyer (5-11, 181, Sr.) 
FS Cody Prewitt (6-2, 214, Jr.) 


K Andrew Ritter (6-3, 220, Sr.) 
P Tyler Campbell (6-2, 235, Sr.) 


Say sronrs 


» ROBERT NKEMDICHE, DE 
The nation's consensus top overall prospect 
signed with the Rebels on signing day, electing 
to play college football with his older brother. 


» LAVONHOOKS, DT 
Hooks, a 6-4, 292-pounder from Northeast Mississippi 
Junior College, was the top juco prospect in the country, 
andis already on campus at Ole Miss. 


» LAREMY TUNSIL, OT 
Inthe biggest recruiting surprise of the cycle, the Rebels 
inked the 6-6,295-pound Tunsil, the nation’s top-rated 
offensive lineman from Columbia High in Lake City, Fla. 


» TONY CONNER, S 
The Rebels rarely losea prospect they want out 
of South Panola High in Batesville, Miss., and 
that was the case with the five-star Conner. 


» LAQUON TREADWELL, WR 
Treadwell, thenation’s No. |wideout prospect, according to 
the 247Composite, inked with Ole Miss out of Crete-Monee 
HighinCrete, ll. 


—JC Shurburtt 


SCOTT: AUSTIN MCAFEE / AP 


SWANSON: APRIL L. BROWN / AP 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Brandon Allen (6-3, 214, So.) 
TB Jonathan Williams (6-0, 220, So.) 
FB Kiero Small (5-10, 246, Sr.) 

LT David Hurd (6-6, 309, Sr.) 

LG Mitch Smothers (6-4, 313, So.) 
C_ Travis Swanson (6-5, 314, Sr.) 
RG Brey Cook (6-7, 318, Jr.) 

RT Grady Ollison (6-5, 274, So.) 

TE Austin Tate (6-6, 266, Sr.) 

WR Demetrius Wilson (6-3, 181, Sr.) 
WR Javontee Herndon (6-1, 194, Sr.) 


DE Trey Flowers (6-4, 256, Jr.) 
DT Byran Jones (6-2, 310, Sr.) 
DT Robert Thomas (6-3, 318, Sr.) 
DE Chris Smith (6-3, 266, Sr.) 
OLB Austin Jones (6-2, 230, Sr.) 
MLB Daunte Carr (6-3, 229, Jr.) 
OLB Jarrett Lake (6-3, 220, Sr.) 
CB Will Hines (6-1, 191, So.) 

CB Tevin Mitchel (6-0, 181, Jr.) 
FS Rohan Gaines (5-11, 190, So.) 
SS Eric Bennett (6-0, 191, Sr.) 


K Zach Hocker (6-0, 182, Sr.) 
P Zach Hocker (6-0, 182, Sr.) 


2aysronrs 


» ALEX COLLINS, RB 
The Razorbacks won a post-signing day battle with Miami 
for this South Plantation (Fla.) High star, who was the 
nation's top running back prospect, according to 247Sports. 


» CARROLL WASHINGTON, CB 
Washington, a bigger comerback at 6-0, 175-pounds, 
signed with Arkansas in December and enrolled in January. 


» HUNTER HENRY, TE 
The 6-6, 235-pound Under Armour All-American from 
Little Rock was an early commit to the Hogs and stuck 
withit through the coaching change. 


» REEVEKOEHLER, 06 
Thanks to the work of offensive line coach Sam Pittman, 
who established a great relationship with Koehler when 
hewasanassistant at Tennessee, the Razorbacks were 
able to pull the 6-3, 320-pound road-grader from St. Louis 
Highin Honolulu. 


» DENVER KIRKLAND, 06 
The 6-5, 333-pounder from Booker T. Washington 
High in Miami picked Arkansas on signing day and has 
excellent upside. 
—JC Shurburtt 


Bret Bielema grew up helping take care of the hogs on his parents’ 
farm in Prophetstown, Il]. Now he’s coaching the Hogs in Fayetteville. 
After a successful seven-year run at Wisconsin, the man who led 

the Badgers to three straight Rose Bowls made a stunning move from 
Madison to Fayetteville in December. It’s a shift that simultaneously 
dealt a blow to Big Ten pride and restored belief to Razorback fans 
bruised by the embarrassing scandal that led to Bobby Petrino’s 
ouster in April 2012. 


The difference between the style of offense the Razorbacks ran 
under Petrino and what they will run under Bielema is as different as 
the Razorbacks’ colors of cardinal and white. 

In one 100-play spring scrimmage, quarterback Brandon Allen 
threw all of 13 passes. Former quarterback Tyler Wilson used to 
throw that many in one quarter. An emphasis on a power running 
game behind a tough and improved offensive line is the goal, but the 
reality is Arkansas may not have the tools to do that just yet. 

Depth at running back is an issue behind projected starter Jonathan 
Williams (45 carries, 231 yards in 2012), who has the power, speed 
and agility Bielema wants at the position. Williams is backed up by 
sophomore Nate Holmes. Arkansas moved wide receiver Keante Minor 
to tailback in the spring, but the Hogs were without Kody Walker, who 
sat out recovering from a broken leg during the 2012 season. 

Don’t rule out the possibility of Austin Allen, Brandon’s little brother, 
making an impact at quarterback when he hits the field in August. 


The Razorbacks return eight starters on a defense that was 
shredded for 409.9 yards per game last season. The problem there, 
other than all the yards allowed, is the Hogs don’t have much depth 
behind those starters. The strength lies on the defensive line, where 
veteran ends Chris Smith and Trey Flowers combined for 15.5 sacks 
last season. The biggest issue is at middle linebacker, where Daunte 
Carr bulked up and moved 
down from safety but has no 
experience there. 


IMPACT PLAYER 
| Travis Swanson,C__ / / 


Swanson is one of the best 
centers in all of college football, 


Improvement can be expected 
in Bielema’s first season, but 
not rapid improvement. Being 
bowl-eligible is a reasonable and 
realistic goal. 


and Bret Bielema’s new staff has 
relied on the senior leader to help 
his fellow linemen get up to speed 
in the Razorbacks’ new power- 
running style of offense. 


2013 SCHEDULE 


Lovisiana-Lafayette 
Samford* 
Southern Miss 
@RUTGERS 
Texas A&M 
@FLORIDA 

South Carolina 
@ALABAMA 
Auburn 
@MISSISSIPPI 
Mississippi State* 
@LSU 

*At Little Rock, AR 


COACH 
First year 5 
Career record: 68-24 


Offensive coordinator: 
Jim Chaney (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Chris Ash (first year) 


folie 


Stadium: Reynolds Razorback Stadium 
(72,000) 

Tickets: 800-982-HOGS 

Site: Fayetteville, Ark. 

Online: arkansasrazorbacks.com 
Twitter: @RazorbackFB 
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AUBURN 


TIGERS 


2013 SCHEDULE 


A31 Washington State 
S.7 Arkansas State 
S.14 Mississippi State 
S.21 @LSU 
0.5 Mississippi 
0.12 Western Carolina 
0.19 @TEXAS A&M 
0.26 Florida Atlantic 
N.2 @ARKANSAS 
NO (TENNESSEE 
N.16 Georgia 
N.30 Alabama 


COACH 


UUS Maizant 


First year 
Career record: 9-3 


Offensive coordinator: 
Rhett Lashlee (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Ellis Johnson (first year) 


FAST FACTS 


Stadium: Jordan-Hare Stadium (87,451) 
Tickets: 855-282-2010 

Site: Auburn, Ala. 

Online: auburntigers.com 

Twitter: @FootballAU 
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It has been a stunning fall from grace for the Auburn football 
program. From a 14-0 national champion in 2010 to 8-5 in 2011 toa 
3-9 season in 2012 that resulted in the ouster of coach Gene Chizik less 
than two years after he hoisted the crystal football in Glendale, Ariz. 

Now the Tigers are heading back to the future. 

The man credited for much of the Tigers’ success in 2010, former 
offensive coordinator Gus Malzahn, has returned to Auburn after one 
year as head coach at Arkansas State. 

Proponents will remember him as the man who crafted Auburn’s 
prolific spread offense in that championship season. Detractors will 
recall that same offense wasn’t nearly as prolific without Cam Newton 
to run it a year later. 


OFFENSE 

Kiehl Frazier is exactly the kind of dual-threat quarterback Malzahn 
recruited to Auburn to run his offense. But Frazier was benched last season 
for his poor passing (753 yards, 2 touchdowns, 8 interceptions) in favor of 
Jonathan Wallace (720, 4, 4). They split time in spring drills, but Frazier 
was unable to reclaim the job. Either quarterback will be challenged by the 
fact that 2012’s top three receivers, led by Emory Blake, are gone. 

The receiving corps will be spearheaded instead by the relatively 
inexperienced duo of Quan Bray (14 catches, 94 yards) and Trovon 
Reed (9 catches). Tre Mason rushed for 1,002 yards and eight TDs last 
season, but he will be challenged for his spot by junior-college transfer 
Cameron Artis-Payne. C.J. Uzomah takes over at tight end for the 
talented Philip Lutzenkirchen. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

With Malzahn and Rhett Lashlee running the show on offense, 
veteran coordinator Ellis Johnson takes over the defense. 

The Tigers will run Johnson’s preferred 4-2-5 scheme with 
Jake Holland (73 tackles) and Kris Frost occupying the linebacker 
spots. Justin Garrett (12 tackles) will play the hybrid Spur position 
(linebacker/defensive back). The line should be a power point with four 
players who have starting experience led by junior Angelo Blackson 
(26 tackles, 7 for losses). A seasoned secondary is led by three seniors: 
safeties Demetruce McNeal (90 tackles) and Ryan Smith (27) and 


cornerback Ryan White (11). 
IMPAGT PLAYER 
| Justin Garrett, SPUR 7 /@ 


Auburn's new coaches lavished 
praise on Garrett, raving about his 
speed and ability to hit ballcarriers 


BOTTOM LINE 

Guarded optimism has greeted 
the start of the Malzahn era on 
the Plains, but despite Auburn's 
rocket ride to glory in 2010, 
realistic fans know the Tigers’ 
football fortunes won't be rebuilt 
in one season. The early schedule, 
however, does give AU a chance to 
build confidence. 


hard. It was those qualities that 
allowed him to take on the hybrid 
linebacker/defensive back position 
known as “Spur” in new defensive 
coordinator Ellis Johnson's 
uncommon 4-2-5 scheme. 
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» 38-26 


oS ‘= 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

QB Jonathan Wallace (6-2, 209, So.) 
TB TreMason (5-10, 196, Jr.) 

HB Jay Prosch (6-0, 247, Sr.) 

LT Avery Young (6-6, 314, So.) 

LG Chad Slade (6-5, 308, Jr.) 

C Reese Dismukes (6-3, 290, Jr.) 
RG Devonte Danzey (6-4, 284, So.) 
RT Greg Robinson (6-5, 314, So.) 
TE CJ.Uzomah (6-4, 253, Jr.) 

WR Quan Bray (5-10, 183, Jr.) 
WR TrovonReed (6-0, 190, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Nosa Eguae (6-3, 268, Sr.) 
DT AngeloBlackson (6-4, 312, Jr.) 
DT Jeffrey Whitaker (6-4, 307, Sr.) 
DE Dee Ford (6-2, 238, Sr.) 
LB Jake Holland (6-1, 243, Sr.) 
LB Kris Frost (6-2, 231, So.) 
SPUR Justin Garrett (6-1, 214, Jr.) 
CB TJ. Davis (6-1, 194, Fr.) 
CB Ryan White (5-11, 196, Sr.) 
FS Demetruce McNeal (6-2, 194, Sr.) 
SS_ Ryan Smith (6-2, 197, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Cody Parkey (6-0, 186, Sr.) 
P Steven Clark (6-5, 232, Sr.) 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


Bap srornr= 


L > Montravius Adams, DT 

The 6-4, 310-pounder from Dooly County High in 
Vienna, Ga., was a huge recruiting win down thestretch 
fornew Tigers defensive line coach Rodney Garner. 


@ » CarlLawson, DE 
Lawson, from Milton High in Alpharetta, Ga., is perhaps 
the most physically ready D-line prospect in the country. 


3 » ElijahDaniel, DE 

The 6-4, 245-pound Under Armour All-American from 
Avon (Ind.) High flipped from Ole Miss to Auburn on 
signing day. 


4 © JasonSmith, WR 

Smith, a 6-1, 180-pounder from McGill-Tooten in Mobile, 
Ala., played quarterback for his high school team, but 
showed flashes of brilliance at receiver during the 
Alabama/Mississippi All-Star Game and practices. 
Hewas the No. 27 receiver prospect in the country. 


S > TonyStevens, WR 

Stevens was committed to Florida State and also Texas 
A&M during the recruiting process before flipping to 
Auburn late. The 6-3, 175-pounder from Evans High in 
Orlando, Fla., is a tremendous athlete who has a knack 
for making tough catches. 


—JC Shurburtt 


MASON: BUTCH DILL / AP 


JOHNSON: SPRUCE DERDEN / USA TODAY SPORTS 


5-YEAR RECORD 
» 33-30 


Se ‘e 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB Tyler Russell (6-5, 220, Sr.) 
TB LaDarius Perkins (5-10, 195, Sr.) 
LT Blaine Clausell (6-7, 315, Jr.) 
LG Gabe Jackson (6-4, 335, Sr.) 
C Dillon Day (6-4, 295, Jr.) 
RG Justin Malone (6-7, 320, So.) 
RT Charles Siddoway (6-7, 305, Sr.) 
TE Malcolm Johnson (6-2, 235, Jr.) 
WR Joe Morrow (6-4, 210, So.) 
WR Jameon Lewis (5-9, 185, Jr.) 
WR Robert Johnson (6-1, 220, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Preston Smith (6-6, 255, Jr.) 

DT PJ. Jones (6-3, 295, Jr.) 

DT Kaleb Eulls (6-4, 290, So.) 

DE Denico Autry (6-5, 265, Jr.) 
OLB Matthew Wells (6-2, 215, Jr.) 
MLB Benardrick McKinney (6-5, 235, So.) 
OLB Deontae Skinner (6-2, 250, Sr.) 

CB Jamerson Love (5-10, 175, Jr.) 

CB Justin Cox (6-3, 195, Jr.) 

FS Nickoe Whitley (6-0, 205, Sr.) 

SS Jay Hughes (5-11, 195, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Devon Bell (6-2, 195, So.) 
P Baker Swedenberg (6-0, 205, Sr.) 


Sporting News All-American 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


Pay sronrs 


AL > CHRIS JONES, DE 
The 6-5, 250-pound Jones, 247Sports' No. 2 overall 


prospect nationally, was the subject of aheated recruiting 
battle between the Bulldogs (who hewas committed to 


from June ll forward) and Ole Miss, which was trying to 
turnhim, 


@ » ASHTON SHUMPERT, RB/S 


The 6-2, 212-pounder from Tupelo (Miss.) High was the 
No. 4 overall prospect in the Magnolia State for the 2013 


class, according to the 247Composite. 

3 > JUSTINCOX,S 

The 6-2, 185-pound four-star juco prospect from 
West Point, Miss., has already enrolled at MSU. 


4 » DONALD GRAY, ATH 


The5-10,180-pound Gray was one of the fastest players 


in Memphis in the 2013 class, 


S > FREDROSS, WR 

The Tyler (Texas) High standout was committed to 
Oklahoma State before Mississippi State flipped him 
the day before signing day. 


—JC Shurburtt 


MALCOLM JOH! 


Billboards you see entering Mississippi boldly claim the land of 
magnolias for Mississippi State. But is this a season that will find the 
Bulldogs singing the blues? Optimism still runs high in Starkville, 
where the school is expanding Davis Wade Stadium from 55,000 to 
about 61,000 seats for the 2014 season. But MSU fans are eager to see 
areturn on their investment in Year 5 of the Dan Mullen coaching era. 
Last year, after getting off to a 7-O start, the Bulldogs lost five of their 
last six. That finish included a 41-24 loss in the Egg Bowl to archrival 
Ole Miss, whose improvement under Hugh Freeze only adds to 

the sense of urgency in Starkville. Fourteen starters return, but the 
program appears to now be treading water under Mullen, at best. 


OFFENSE 

Quarterback Tyler Russell directs the offense after a solid junior 
campaign in which he threw for 2,897 yards and 24 touchdowns. He 
can count on senior workhorse back LaDarius Perkins, the Bulldogs’ 
top returning rusher (1,024 yards, 8 TDs) and receiver (19 catches, 160 
yards, 2 TDs). State lost its top four receivers, however, so they'll need 
some help. A resurgent Malcolm Johnson at tight end is a big plus, 
but the receiver corps needs a transfusion. State returns four starters 
on the offensive line, but there were indications that spring football 
didn’t settle matters at right tackle, where junior Damien Robinson 
and senior Charles Siddoway will again battle it out come August. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

There is strength and depth in the front seven, where seven of 
State’s top eight linemen and six of its top seven linebackers return, 
led by middle linebacker Benardrick McKinney. Junior end Preston 
Smith and sophomore tackle Kaleb Eulls anchor the line. 

The major concern is in the secondary where the Bulldogs lost three 
of four starters, including Jim Thorpe Award winner Johnthan Banks 
at corner. Senior free safety Nickoe Whitley is the only returnee in the 
secondary. 


BOTTOM LINE 

To match last season’s 
eight-win total, it’s imperative 
that MSU gets off to a quick start 
with wins over Oklahoma State, 
Alcorn State, at Auburn and 
against Troy. If State only splits 
its September slate, it’s hard 
to picture the Bulldogs going 
bowling. 


injured in anon-football accident 
last summer, Johnson will be 


counted on heavily to use the skills 
he honed asa former wide receiver 
to bea top target for quarterback 
Tyler Russell. The Bulldogs lost 
their top four receivers from 2012. 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 


BULLDOGS 


2013 SCHEDULE 


A.31 @OKLAHOMA STATE* 
$7 Alcorn State 
S.14 @AUBURN 
S.21 Troy 
0.5 LSU 
0.12 Bowling Green 
0.24 Kentucky 
N.2 @SOUTH CAROLINA 
NO @TEXAS A&M 
N.16 Alabama 
N.23 @ARKANSAS** 
N.28 Mississippi 
*At Houston, TX 

**At Little Rock, AR 


COACH 


Dan Mullen 
Fifth year (29-22) 
Career record: 29-22 


Offensive coordinator: 
Les Koenning (fifth year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Geoff Collins (third year) 


FAST FACTS 


2012 RECORD: 8-5 

Lost to Northwestern in the 

Gator Bowl, 34-20 

Stadium: Davis Wade Stadium (55,082) 
Tickets: 888-GO-DAWGS 

Site: Starkville, Miss. 

Online: hailstate.com 

Twitter: @mstateFB 


Download Sporting News’ free tablet app for the iPad 16] 


BELT 


PREUILIED UNDER Ut FINI 


BOWL PROJECTIONS 
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\ GEORGIA STATE 


Inits Sun Belt swan song, Western Kentucky 
looks like the favorite in a transition year 


By Tim Buckley The Advertiser (Lafayette, La.) 


It’s a season of significant change and great 
loss for the Sun Belt, which has a tie-in with 
the GoDaddy.com Bowl but is no longer the 
conference your older brother knew. 

North Texas? Middle Tennessee? Florida 
International? Florida Atlantic? 

All gone, to Conference USA. 

Yet somehow, even as an eight-team 
league for this year, the Sun Belt may not be 
any easier in 2013. 

And it should only get more com- 
petitive when traditional FCS powers Georgia 
Southern and Appalachian State—along with 
former WAC members and 2013 independents 
New Mexico State and Idaho—join in 2014. 

New for 2013 are not-yet-bowl-eligible 
startup Georgia State, which won just one 
game last season but can recruit out of 
its Atlanta front yard, and one-year WAC 
member Texas State, a program on the rise 
that some suspect will soon surprise many. 

“This conference will be way stronger this 
coming year than it was last year,” Louisiana- 
Lafayette coach Mark Hudspeth says, 
“because all four bowl teams (from 2012) are 
still in the conference.” 

For those scoring at home, that's two- 
time defending Sun Belt champ Arkansas 
State, which won the GoDaddy.com Bowl 
last season; New Orleans Bowl winner 
Louisiana-Lafayette; and two first-time 
bowl participants in 2012—Louisiana-Monroe 
(Independence Bowl) and Western Kentucky 
(Little Caesar's Bowl). 

“Every team that left the conference,” 


Hudspeth says with a dig, “didn't even make 
it toa bowl." 

Not last season. Not even bowl-eligible 
Middle Tennessee, which was snubbed. 

It's not just the conference lineup that 
looks so different, however. 

Arkansas State lost its quarterback, two- 
time Sun Belt Player of the Year Ryan Aplin, 
andis on its fourth head coach (six including 
an interim) in four seasons with former Boise 
State quarterback and offensive coordinator 
Bryan Harsin making the move from Texas. 
Western Kentucky also lost its quarterback 
(Kawaun Jakes), its sack specialist (Quanterus 
Smith) and its coach, Willie Taggart, who'll 
be replaced by former Arkansas and Louisville 
head man Bobby Petrino, a familiar but 
controversial face. 

South Alabama will be without the Sun 
Belt's top tackler last season, linebacker Jake 
Johnson. Louisiana-Monroe no longer has the 
league's top receiver, Brent Leonard. Troy will 
miss 1,000-yard rusher Shawn Southward and 
],000-yard receiver Chip Reeves. Louisiana- 
Lafayette lost Blaine Gautier—a record- 
setting quarterback who lost his starting job 
to then-sophomore Terrance Broadway after 
breaking two bones in his throwing hand early 
last season—and prolific kicker Brett Baer. 

Even Georgia State had a loss, with Bill 
Curry retiring before the veteran college coach 
ever had a chance to work a Sun Belt game. 

At least the Sun Belt hasn't lost its 
tie-in with the New Orleans Bowl, a game it 
basically created. 
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THINGS 
WE KNOW 


BY MATT HAYES 


The question isn't will 

Bobby Petrino win at 
Western Kentucky. It's how 
much—and how long will he be 
around? With an experienced 
(and talented) roster, he'll win 
right now—and may not be 
around past December. 


2013 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Arkansas State is now 

the epicenter of rising 
young coaches. First there was 
Hugh Freeze. then Gus Malzahn, 
Now we have Bryan Harsin. The 
common denominator: bright 
offensive minds. 


Louisiana-Lafayette and 

UL-Monroe haven't been 
this good (at the same time) 
in years. Both have enough to 
win the Sun Belt—and pull off 
nonconference upsets. The 
Ragin’ Cajuns play at Arkansas 
and Kansas State; ULM plays at 
Oklahoma and Baylor. 


4 After years of dominat- 
ing the Sun Belt, Troy is 
reeling after back-to-back ugly 
seasons (16 total losses). That 
means longtime coach Larry 
Blakeney, until now untouch- 
able, is feeling pressure to win. 


PETRINO: GERALD HERBERT / AP 


ANDREWS: DAVE MARTIN / AP 


RATING THE SUN BELT 


> FASTEST RECEIVER 

Albart Wilson, WR/RS, Georgia State 

The speedy receiver/return man brought a kickoff 
back (00 yards for a touchdown and had a 93-yard 
TD catch on back-to-back touches vs. Old Dominion. 
» BEST HANDS 

Eric Thomas, Wf, Iroy 

Thomas has huge hands and a knack for extending in 
the air sa he can grab passes at the highest point. 

> BEST PASSING 08 

Kalton Browning, Louisiana-Monroe 

Sun Belt Offensive Player of the Year threw for 
3,049 yards and a league-high 27 touchdowns while 
completing 63.8 percent of his passes last season, 
> BEST RUNNING OB 

Terrance Broadway, | ouisiana-Lafayette 
Atrue dual threat, he threw for 2.842 yards and ran 
for 769 yards and nine touchdowns last year despite 
not even starting at the beginning of the season. 

> MOST ELUSIVE RB 

Antonio Andrews, Western Kentucky 

Ran for 1,728 yards in 2012-716 more than the 
next-closest Sun Belt rusher—and averaged 0.7 
yards per carry. 

» BESTINSTINCTS 

Andrew Jackson, MLB, Western Kentucky 

Eighty of Jackson's 122 tackles last season were 
solo stops. 

» BEST ATHLETE 

Rocky Hayas, 08, Arkansas State 

Recruited as a defensive back but used as a running 
back last season, Hayes will play primarily in the 
secondary this year—but should also see action in 
certain offensive packages. 

» BESTUNDER PRESSURE 

Kalton Browning, (8, Louisiana-Monroe 

The Warhawk quarterback rarely succumbs to 
pressure, which he found himself facing plenty of 
a Season ago. 

» TOP NFL PROSPECT 

Andraw Jackson, MLB, Western Kentucky 

Top Hilltopper stopper contemplated declaring 
early last year. 

* TOP IMPACT FROSH 

Jordan Moore, 08, Texas State 

This highly regarded redshirt freshman could make 
a difference in Texas State's first Sun Belt season. 
> HARDEST HITTER 

Andrew Jackson, MLB, Western Kentucky 
Coming off consecutive I00-plus-tackle seasons, 
Jackson—highly respected by opposing coaches 
and players—forced four fumbles last year. 

» BEST PASS RUSHER 

Christian Ringo, DE, Louisiana-Lafayette 

With seven last season, six of them solo, he is the 
Sun Belt’s top returning sack man. 

» BEST INTERVIEW 

David Dku, 88. Arkansas State 

AJ,000-yard rusher last season, Oku candidly tells 
the tale of how he began at Tennessee and wound up 
with the Red Wolves. 

» BEST GAME-DAY COACH 

Mark Hudspath, ouisiana-Lafayette 

The ULL coach knows how to jack up a team in pre- 
game and his squad thrives in the fourth quarter. 
> BEST RECRUITER 

Mark Hudspeth, Lovisiana-Lafayette 

The third-year head coach can close the deal and 
has the Sun Belt's top incoming class. 

> MOST-INTIMIDATING STADIUM 

Cajun Fiald, Louisiana-Lafayette 

Expansion is planned for the 31,000-seat facility, 
where party-hearty fans are into one of the tap 
tailgating scenes in the South. 


SUN BELT 


RECRUITING ROUNDUP »y sii20\icisusnin 


1» LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE The Ragin’ Cajuns do 
a good job of attracting players in what is a talent-rich 
state—Louisiana. After all, not every prospect can go to 
LSU. In this year’s class, the speed positions look really 
good—the DBs and WRs can fly. There's no question this 
is the Sun Belt's best incoming group. 

2» SOUTH ALABAMA The Jaguars went heavy 
with junior-college transfers and signed a relatively 
large class. Running back Kaleb Blanchard is the top 
pickup; he was attracting serious interest from the SEC 
before eventually signing with USA. 

3 > TEXASSTATE Next to South Alabama, this was 
the biggest juco haul in the conference with nine trans- 
fers taken. There is excellent speed at the skill positions 
and the top third of this class is as good as Louisiana- 
Lafayette’s group. The newcomers in the secondary are 
especially strong. 

4 » WESTERN KENTUCKY TheHilltoppers easily 
have the largest class in the Belt, and one of the biggest 
in the country. Like South Alabama, they also went 

the juco route frequently. Offensive linemen are the 
strength of this class. 

5 » TROY Linebacker Sam Lebbie is one of the better 


ALL-SUN BELT 


OFFENSE 
QB 


Kolton Browning, Sr., Monroe 


RE Antonio Andrews, $0. Western Kentucky 
RB David Okw, Sr. Arka tate 
OL Josh Allen, Sr, Louisiana-Monroe 


OL Cameron Clemmons. Jr. arn Ke 
OL Swan Conway, Sr, Western Kentucky 

OL Andre Huval, Sr, Louis te 

OL Mykhael Quave, Soph., Lovisiana-Lafayette 
WR 
WR 
WR 


DEFENSE 
DE Christian Ringa, Jr. Louisiana-Lafayette 
DT Ryan Carrathers, Sr. Arkansas State 
DT Justin Hamilton, Jr., Louisiana-Lafayette 
DE Alex Page, Jr, South Alabama 
LB Justin Anderson, Sr, Louisiana-Le { 
LB Andraw Jackson, Sr, Western Kentucky 
LB Qushaun Lee, Jr, Arka tate 
DB Jonathan Dowling, Western Kentucky, 
DB Isaiah Newsome Louisiana-Monroe 
DB Chris Pickett, S:., Troy 
DE Sterling Young, Jr. Arkansas State 
SPECIALISTS 
K Brian Davis, Sr. A 


P Will Sentt Sr. Tray 


Je’Ron Hamm, Sr,, Louisiana-Monroe 
J.D. MeKissic, Soph, Arkansas State 


Eric Thomas, Sr, [roy 


Daily coverage at sportingnews.com/ncaa-football 


players coming into the conference, and he should 
make a significant impact with the Trojans this fall. He 
came within a hair of signing with Purdue in February. 
Overall, this class was slightly smaller than average. 

6 » ARKANSAS STATE The Red Wolves went 
heavier on the defensive side of the ball, and their 
incoming group of DBs is the strong point. But keep an 
eye on QB Chandler Rogers, ajuco transfer who threw 
for 3,000-plus yards last fall with 30 TDs. 

7 » GEORGIASTATE The Panthers went for bal- 
ance in this class, with the offense and defense getting 
equal attention. Led by some solid in-state talent, the 
defensive linemen coming in are especially good. 

8 » LOUISIANA-MONROE The Warhawks did well 
filling both sides of the line. Keep an eye on dual-threat 
quarterback Bivins Caraway—he caught the attention 
of several FBS schools before picking ULM. 


ASCENDING 


WESTERN KENTUCKY 
se. » After going 2-10 in 2010, the 

Hilltoppers went 7-5 in 2011 and 
7-6 with a Little Caesar's Bowl appearance 
last season—their first postseason bid 
since gaining full-fledged FBS member- 
ship in 2009. With running back Antonio 
Andrews and linebacker Andrew Jackson 
returning, and high-profile coach Bobby 
Petrino hired, this year's expectations are 
even higher. 


DESCENDING 


ARKANSAS STATE 
ells » Two-time Sun Belt Player of 

the Year Ryan Aplin has used 
up his eligibility as ASU's quarterback. The 
Red Wolves are on their fourth head coach 
in four years, with Hugh Freeze leaving for 
Ole Miss and Gus Malzahn for Auburn after 
spending one season each in Jonesboro. 


That could make winning a third straight 
conference title awfully difficult. 


WESTERN A 


ILLIOPPERS 


2013 SCHEDULE 


@KENTUCKY* 
@TENNESSEE 
@SOUTH ALABAMA 
Morgan State 
NAVY 
@LOUISIANA-MONROE 
Louisiana-Lafayette 
Troy 

@GEORGIA STATE 
@ARMY 

@TEXAS STATE 
Arkansas State 

*At Nashville, TN 


COACH 


Dak 


Bobby Petrino 
First year 
Career record: 75-26 


Offensive coordinator: 
Jeff Brahm (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Nick Holt (first year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 7-6 

Lost to Central Michiganin the 

Little Caesar's Bowl, 24-21 
Stadium: Houchens Industries-L.T. 
Smith Stadium (22,113) 

Tickets: |-800-5-BIG-RED 

Site: Bowling Green, Ky. 

Online: wkusports.com 

Twitter: @WKUSports 


With Willie Taggart parlaying back-to-back seven-win seasons 
into the top job at South Florida, the Hilltoppers jumped on Bobby 
Petrino’s Arkansas missteps and hired the ex-Razorbacks coach. 

How long Petrino remains before moving to greener pastures is 
anyone’s guess. But Western Kentucky intends to make the most of 
his stay in Bowling Green, making the Hilltoppers favorites to win the 
SBC title. 

It all starts with Sporting News All-America running back Antonio 
Andrews and linebacker Andrew Jackson, both big reasons WKU 
made it to last year’s Little Caesar’s Bowl, its first-ever bowl. 


Andrews rushed for 1,728 yards (No. 8 nationally) last season, and he’s 
ready to bull over defenders again even if Petrino is more prone to pass 
than Taggart. Andrews was the 2012 NCAA all-purpose yards leader 
with 3,161 yards, second only to 1988 Heisman Trophy winner Barry 
Sanders for a single season. He also caught 37 passes out of the backfield. 

But Western graduated four-year starting quarterback Kawaun 
Jakes (2,488 yards, 22 TDs last year), leaving James Mauro, Brandon 
Doughty and UCF transfer Damarcus Smith vying for the job. The 
6-7 Mauro—he draws physical comparisons to former Arkansas star 
Ryan Mallett—led a 2012 win at Arkansas State. 

Willie McNeal, who caught 43 passes last year, returns at receiver 
along with Austin Aikens (27.1 yards per catch) and Rico Brown (14.9). 


Western loses SBC Defensive Player of the Year Quanterus Smith 
(12.5 sacks in 2012). So new coordinator Nick Holt will rely heavily on 
middle linebacker Jackson, who had 17.5 tackles for loss in 2012. 

Sophomore Gavin Rocker and senior Calvin Washington are being 
counted on at end, and they’ll get help from strongside linebacker 
Xavius Boyd (79 stops last year). Free safety Jonathan Dowling (6 INTs) 
and cornerback Tyree Robinson return in the secondary. 

Punter Hendrix Brakefield 
led the SBC with a 42.1 average 
last year. Andrews led the 
Hilltoppers in kickoffand punt 


IMPACT PLAYER 
Andrew Jackson, MLB A@ 


returns last year. He's listed at 6-1, which some 
might feel can be a detriment at 

the next level. But that’s sufficient 

i for Jackson to stand tall in the Sun 

Western slipped late last Belt, where the Western Kentucky 


middle linebacker recorded a 
conference-high 80 solo tackles in 
2012. “He's a beast,” one opposing 
SBC coach says. 


season, losing four of its final five. 
Petrino should correct that and 
lead the Hilltoppers back to the 
postseason. 


164 2013 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONAL TITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Brandon Doughty (6-3, 210, Jr.) 
FB Kadeem Jones (5-11, 246, Sr.) 
RB Antonio Andrews (6-0, 219, Sr.) 
LT Forrest Lamp (6-4, 296, Fr.) 

LG Luis Polanco (6-2, 292, Sr.) 

C Sean Conway (6-3, 305, Sr.) 

RG Cliff Burns (6-8, 332, Sr.) 

RT EdHazelett (6-8, 324, Sr.) 

TE Mitchell Henry (6-4, 245, Jr.) 
WR Willie McNeal (5-10, 180, Jr.) 
WR Boe Brand (6-0, 170, Jr.) 


DE Calvin Washington (6-5, 277, Sr.) 
DT Maurice Bennett (6-2, 300, So.) 
DT Bryan Shorter (6-2, 285, So.) 
DE GavinRocker (6-2, 230, So.) 
OLB Bar'ee Boyd (6-1, 233, Jr.) 
MLB Andrew Jackson (6-1, 265, Sr.) 
OLB Xavius Boyd (6-2, 243, Sr.) 
CB Tyree Robinson (5-10, 200, Sr.) 
CB CamThomas (6-1, 190, Jr.) 
S Jonathan Dowling (6-3, 198, Jr.) 
S _ Kiante Young (5-11, 220, Sr.) 


K Garrett Schwettman (5-1, 160, So.) 
P Hendrix Brakefield (6-4, 235, Sr.) 


> Sporting News All-American 


Bay srornrs 


» JOEFENNELL, OL 
The 6-4, 300-pound South Fort Myers (Fla.) High 
product had multiple BCS offers, including Florida, 
Florida State and Miami. 


» MAURICE BENNETT, DT 
The former Washington State commit landed at WKU 
via the jucoroute. 


» TODD PORTER, QB 
The 6-4, 185-pound Porter threw for more than 
3,000 yards and 22 touchdowns as a senior. 


» D'VONISAAC, DT 
Isaacdecommitted from UAB two days before signing 
with the Hilltoppers. 


» CONNOR POPECK, OL 
Popeck, a 6-3, 295-pound center, will help bolster an 
already-stout offensive line. 


JONES: DAVE MARTIN / AP 


ROBINSON: BILL HABER / AP 


CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Terrance Broadway (6-2, 205, Jr.) 
RB Alonzo Harris (6-1, 220, Jr.) 

LT Mykhael Quave (6-5, 300, So.) 
LG Terry Johnson (6-2, 285, Jr.) 

C Andre Huval (6-1, 290, Sr.) 

RG Daniel Quave (6-3, 324, Jr.) 

RT Octravian Anderson (6-4, 280, So.) 
TE lan Thompson (6-4, 234, Sr.) 
WR Jamal Robinson (6-4, 205, Jr.) 
WR James Butler (6-2, 205, Jr.) 
WR Darryl Surgent (6-0, 195, Sr.) 


DE Christian Ringo (6-1, 285, Jr.) 
DT Justin Hamilton (6-3, 330, Jr.) 
DT Brandon McCray (6-5, 300, Jr.) 
DE Dominique Tovell (6-3, 235, So.) 
OLB Boris Anyama (6-2, 210, Jr.) 
MLB Justin Anderson (6-2, 235, Sr.) 
OLB Kevin Fouquier (6-4, 225, Fr.) 
CB Jevante Watson (5-10, 175, So.) 
CB Trevence Patt (6-0, 185, Jr.) 
SS Al-Damion Riles (5-11, 215, So.) 
FS Will Burrowes (6-0, 200, Sr.) 


K Stephen Brauchle (6-1, 205, So.) 
P Daniel Cadona (6-4, 203, Jr.) 


Paysranrs 


IL » ELUAH MCGUIRE, RB 

The 5-11, 185-pound in-state product graduated a year 
earlier than expected and gave the Cajuns a big-time 
late commitment. 


» GEORGE WILLIAMS, ILB 
The5-10,220-pounder from south Florida may be on 
the short side but he is a big hitter and covers alot of 
ground, 


» TROY MCCOLLUM, CB 
Atall cornerback from Miami, the 6-1, 170-pound 
McCollum is strong against both the pass and therun. 
» JAMES CLARK, OLB 
Another signee from Florida, the 6-3, 205-pound Clark 
had SEC offers from Kentucky and Ole Miss. 


» SCOTT AUSTIN, WR 


The 6-4, 180-pound Mississippi native isa big target 
who had offers from Mississippi State and Ole Miss. 


—Brian Perroni 


After back-to-back 9-4 campaigns, which Louisiana-Lafayette’s 
never before had, and consecutive New Orleans Bowl wins—over San 
Diego State and East Carolina—Ragin’ Cajuns coach Mark Hudspeth 
is asked if he has any concerns about complacency. He has none, 
pointing out that while it’s the first time his program has been to back- 
to-back bowl games, it has certainly never enjoyed three straight. 
Then there’s the matter of a Sun Belt championship. It’s something 
Hudspeth—thanks to Arkansas State’s two-year reign at the top of the 
league—hasn’t won in his first two seasons in Lafayette. 


After quarterback Blaine Gautier broke two bones in his throwing 
hand last season, Houston transfer Terrance Broadway was handed 
keys to the Cajun offense nine games earlier than expected. Broadway, 
now a junior, never returned them, and he and his new ULL attack 
just kept driving. 

The Cajuns averaged a Sun Belt-best 35.5 points per game in 2012, 
much of it sparked by Broadway’s 3,611 yards in total offense, and 
there’s ample reason to anticipate more of the same. 

Key receivers Harry Peoples and Javone Lawson exit, but big-play 
Jamal Robinson (116 receiving yards in the New Orleans Bow]) should 
pick up the slack with assists from James Butler on the outside and 
Darryl Surgent and Bradley Brown in the slot. Running backs Alonzo 
Harris and Effrem Reed return to what’s become a more balanced 
offense than when Hudspeth first arrived. 


Middle linebacker Justin Anderson, ULL’s top 2012 tackler, returns 
for new coordinator James Willis, a former Alabama and Auburn 
assistant and coordinator at Texas Tech. But Lafayette loses Cordian 
Hagans and pass-rush specialist Emeka Onyenekwu up front and both 
starting cornerbacks. All comers are welcome in what last year was a 
particularly porous secondary. Trevence Patt, a late-season starter, and 
Ole Miss transfer T.J. Worthy, part of a three-man 2012 safety rotation, 
remain in the mix at corner or safety. The Cajuns will find it easier to plug 
holes on the line, where Christian 
Ringo and Justin Hamilton are two 
of the Sun Belt’s best and Brandon 
McCray is highly regarded. 


IMPACT PLAYER 
Jamal Robinson, WR / /@ 


With Javone Lawson and Harry 
Peoples gone and Darryl Surgent 
moved inside, ULL has alot of faith 
in high leaping Robinson. He's 6-4, 


If Willis tightens the Cajuns’ 
defense and Broadway picks up 
where he left off, throwing for 316 
yards in the bowl game, Hudspeth 
just might get his third straight 
bowl win—and perhaps even that 
other title he has in mind. 


super-athletic and could have an NFL 
future after averaging 24.2 yards 

on 26 grabs as a sophomore. Some 
in Lafayette expect a1,000-yard 
season. “He needs to be ‘the guy,” 
Cajuns coach Mark Hudspeth says. 


ee ee 


2013 SCHEDULE 


@ARKANSAS 
@KANSAS STATE 
Nicholls State 
@AKRON 

Texas State 
@WESTERN KENTUCKY 
@ARKANSAS STATE 
New Mexico State 
Troy 

@GEORGIA STATE 
Louisiana-Monroe 
@SOUTH ALABAMA 


Et a 


Third year (18-8) 
Career record: 18-8 


Offensive coordinator: 
Jay Johnson (third year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
James Willis (first year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 9-¢ 

Beat East Carolina in the 

New Orleans Bowl, 43-34 
Stadium: Cajun Field (31,000) 
Tickets: 337-265-2100 

Site: Lafayette, La. 

Online: ragincajuns.com 
Twitter: @ULRaginCajuns 
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When it seemed he might be 
done after injuring a foot early 
in November, quarterback 
Kolton Browning’s importance 
to Louisiana-Monroe’s offense— 
obvious to anyone who's 
watched—was magnified. 

Visions ofa first-ever bowl bid? 
Blurry. 

But Browning returned, ULM 
went to the Independence Bowl 
and the table was set for greater 
heights in 2013. After throwing for 
3,049 yards and 29 touchdowns 
last year—despite missing much of 
one game and all of another—he's 
back, with the team’s fate again 
resting largely on his arm. 

Several of ULM's top receivers 
return too, but Browning’s chief 
2012 target—Brent Leonard, who 
had a Sun Belt-high 104 catches— 
must be replaced. 

Je’Ron Hamm is the obvious 
candidate, but Tavarese Maye and 
Colby Harper also may step up. 

After missing the season’s 
last five games to injury, Jyruss 
Edwards is back to run behind 
an experienced line led by center 
Josh Allen and could be joined by 
tantalizing DeVontae McNeal. 

Louisiana-Monroe’s defensive 
line is back intact, and gets a lift 
with Kentarius Caldwell returning 
from an injury that cost him most of 
2012. He'll join ex-Missouri signee 
Gerrand Johnson in the Warhawks’ 
wacky 3-3-5 alignment. 

The secondary will be 
experienced, too, with safeties 
Isaiah Newsome (4 interceptions 
last season) and Mitch Lane both 
good enough to make a difference 
this season. 

But two of Monroe’s three 
starting linebackers must be 
replaced in a somewhat-porous 
defense that gave up 418.8 yards 
per game during an eight-win 
season highlighted by an early, 
eye-opening upset of Arkansas. 

If Browning can stay healthy, 
ULM could compete for the Sun 
Belt title and perhaps make it 
back-to-back bowl appearances. 
But this is also a team that has lost 
three of its last five games. 


LOUISIANA-MONROE 
WARHAWKS 


2013 SCHEDULE 

A231 @OKLAHOMA 
5.7 Grambling State 
5.14 (@WAKE FOREST 
5.21 @BAYLOR 
S.28 Tulane 
0.3 Western Kentucky 
0.12 (@TEXAS STATE 
0.26 Georgia State 
0.31 @TROY 
N93 Arkansas State 
N.23 @SOUTH ALABAMA 
N.30 G@LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 

COACH 

Todd Berry 

Fourth year (17-20) 

Career record: 22-62 

Offensive coordinator: 

Steve Farmer (sixth year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Troy Reffett (fourth year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 8-5 

Lost to Ohio in the 

Independence Bowl, 45-14 

Stadium: Malone Stadium (30,427) 

Tickets: 318-342-3ULM 

Site: Monroe, La. 

Online: ulmwarhawks.com 

Twitter: @ULMWarhawks 
PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Kolton Browning (6-1, 203, Sr.) 
RB Jyruss Edwards (5-11, 198, Sr.) 
LT Joseph Treadwell (6-5, 316, Jr.) 
LG Jon Fisher (6-3, 306, Sr.) 

C Josh Allen (6-3, 315, Sr.) 

RG Ben Risenhoover (6-2, 293, Jr.) 
RT Demiere Burkett (6-2, 307, Jr.) 
TE Harley Scioneaux (6-5, 247, So.) 
WR Je'Ron Hamm (6-4, 233, Sr.) 
WR Colby Harper (6-0, 177, Jr.) 

WR Tavarese Maye (6-0, 181, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

Darius Lively (6-3, 249, Jr.) 
Kentarius Caldwell (6-2, 273, Sr.) 
Joey Gautney (6-1, 255, Jr.) 

Ray Stovall (6-2, 232, Jr) 
Cameron Blakes (6-1, 233, Sr.) 
Austin Moss (6-2, 230, Sr.) 
Rob'Donovan Lewis (5-10, 176, Jr.) 
Vincent Eddie (5-8, 153, Sr.) 
Isaiah Newsome (5-11, 191, Sr.) 
Mitch Lane (6-0, 206, So.) 
Cordero Smith (5-11, 189, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Justin Manton (6-2, 190, Jr.) 
P Justin Manton (6-2, 190, Jr.) 
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UL an 


ARKANSAS STATE 
REDWOWWES 


After consecutive Sun Belt titles 
and back-to-back GoDaddy.com 
Bowl appearances, new Arkansas 
State coach Bryan Harsin—most 
recently Texas’ co-offensive 
coordinator—must reconstruct. It 
begins with identifying a successor 
to quarterback Ryan Aplin, a two- 
time SBC Player of the Year. 

The look may be more pro-style 
than spread, and the new QB could 
come from a group that includes 
senior Phillip Butterfield, who's 
thrown precisely one pass in two 
years; Chandler Rogers, a 3,000- 
yard junior-college passer last 
season; dual threat Fredi Knighten; 
inexperienced Stephen Hogan and 
Dezmond Stegall; or pro-style true 
freshman Cameron Birse. 

But there’s also big emphasis 
on the ground game, with Harsin 
wanting more physicality on 
both sides and believing it starts 
with the run. The Red Wolves 
have a huge head start there with 
ex-Tennessee Volunteer David 
Oku, who rushed for 1,061 yards 
and 16 touchdowns in 2012. 

Also back is Sun Belt Freshman 
of the Year J.D. McKissic, a 
catch-and-run type whose 1,022 
yards last season tops returning 
conference receivers. 

It helps that Arkansas State 
has 310-pound lineman Ryan 
Carrethers back on defense, and 
the same can said for hard-hitting 
linebacker Qushaun Lee and 
experienced safety Sterling Young. 
The trio combined for 239 tackles 
last season. 

But Oku’s presence anda 
dearth of returning defensive 
starters has two running backs, 
Frankie Jackson and Rocky Hayes, 
switching sides. 

The kicking game looks good 
with the return of Lou Groza 
Award semifinalist Brian Davis, 
who became the first ASU kicker 
to score 100-plus points last year. 

If the quarterback question 
is answered and Oku produces 
again, perhaps Harsin can repeat 
the success Hugh Freeze and Gus 
Malzahn enjoyed and land an SEC 
job of his own after one year. 


2013 SCHEDULE 

A.31 Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
$7 @AUBURN 
$.12 Troy 
S.21 @MEMPHIS 
S.28 @MISSOURI 
0.12 Idaho 
0.23 Louisiana-Lafayette 
N.2 @SOUTH ALABAMA 
NO @LOUISIANA-MONROE 
N.16 Texas State 
N.23 Georgia State 
N.30 @WESTERN KENTUCKY 

COACH 

Bryan Harsin 

First year 

Offensive coordinators: 

Eliah Drinkwitz (first year) 

Bush Hamdan (first year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

John Thompson (first year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 10-3 

Beat Kent State in the 


GoDaddy.com Bowl, 17-13 
Stadium: Liberty Bank Stadium 
(30,708) 

Tickets: 888-278-3267 

Site: Jonesboro, Ark. 

Online: astateredwolves.com 
Twitter: @AStateRedWolves 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB Phillip Butterfield (6-2, 215, Sr.) 
RB David Oku (5-10, 195, Sr.) 
LT Aaron Williams (6-5, 324, Sr.) 
LG Steven Haunga (6-2, 313, Sr.) 
C Bryce Giddens (6-0, 265, So.) 
RG Cliff Mitchell (6-5, 305, Sr.) 
RT Steven Stevens (6-4, 265, So.) 
TE Darion Griswold (6-5, 240, So.) 
WR J.D. McKissic (5-10, 185, So.) 
WR Julian Jones (6-0, 190, Sr.) 
WR R.J. Fleming (5-10, 170, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Eddie Porter (6-3, 235, Sr.) 
DT RyanCarrethers (6-2, 310, Sr.) 
DT Amos Draper (6-3, 270, Sr.) 
DE Chris Stone (6-3, 245, So.) 
LB LaAngelo Albright (5-11, 205, Sr.) 
LB Qushaun Lee (5-11, 225, Jr.) 
NB Frankie Jackson (5-9, 185, Jr.) 
CB Rocky Hayes (5-11, 177, So.) 
CB Artez Brown (6-0, 170, Jr.) 
FS Sterling Young (6-2, 182, Jr.) 
SS_ Chris Humes (5-11, 190, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K_ Brian Davis (5-11, 160, Sr.) 
P Max Coffin (5-11, 180, Fr.) 


2013 SCHEDULE 


UAB 

Savannah State 
@ARKANSAS STATE 
@MISSISSIPPI STATE 
@DUKE 

South Alabama 
@GEORGIA STATE 
WESTERN KENTUCKY 
Louisiana-Monroe 
@LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 
@MISSISSIPPI 

Texas State 


COACH 


Larry Blakeney 

13th year (77-69) 

— esl 69 
Offensive eae 
Kenny Edenfield (fourth year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Wayne Bolt (first year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 5-7 

Stadium: Veteran's Memorial Stadium 
(30,000) 

Tickets: 877-878-WINS 

Site: Troy, Ala. 

Online: troytrojans.com 

Twitter: @TroyAthletics 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Corey Robinson (6-2, 209, Sr.) 
RB Khary Franklin (5-8, 168, Sr.) 
LT Terrence Jones (6-3, 306, Jr.) 
LG Jimmie Amold (6-1, 276, Sr.) 

C EvanMcKissick (5-10, 255, Sr.) 
RG Dalton Bennett (6-3, 293, So.) 
RT Chris Hawkins (6-3, 294, Jr.) 
WR Eric Thomas (6-1, 209, Sr.) 
WR Chris Williams (5-11, 183, Sr.) 
WR Chandler Worthy (5-9, 159, Jr.) 
WR B,J. Chitty (6-2, 197, Jr.) 


DE Marty Stadom (6-1, 237, Sr.) 
DT LonnieGosha (6-2, 277, So.) 
NT Xavier Melton (6-3, 310, Sr.) 
DE TylerRoberts (6-1, 215, So.) 
WLB Wayland Coleman-Dancer (6-0, 203, Sr.) 
MLB Mark Wilson (6-0, 234, Jr.) 
NIC Jeremy Spiker (5-10, 190, Jr) 
CB ChrisDavis (5-8, 161, So.) 

CB Jacquez Young (5-9, 173, Jr) 
FS CamrenHudson (5-10, 195, Sr.) 
SS ChrisPickett (5-11, 200, Sr.) 


K_ Will Scott (5-11, 192, Sr) 
P Will Scott (5-11, 192, Sr.) 


TROJANS 


The primary reason for high 
hopes in a program all about 
airing it out is that quarterback 
Corey Robinson returns after 
three straight 3,000-plus-yard 
passing seasons, the last of which 
saw Troy averaging a Sun Belt- 
high 498.8 yards per game. 

He’s the NCAA's active leader 
in pass attempts, completions 
and yards. Perhaps more notable 
looking ahead is that even though 
Robinson’s yardage count dipped 
from 3,726 as a freshman to 3,411 
as a sophomore and 3,121 last 
year, his completion percentage 
was up almost 4 percent to 66.1 
in 2012, his interception count 
dipped from 15 to nine last year 
and he was sacked 11 fewer times 
last season than in 2011. 

Fellow senior signal-caller 
Deon Anthony threw for 856 
yards and nine touchdowns in 
2012, and his fondness for the 
run is quite the changeup. 

Another cause for lofty 
expectations offensively: sure- 
handed Eric Thomas has 1,662 
career receiving yards and 17 TD 
grabs, numbers that should soar 
with 1,000-yard wideout Chip 
Reeves gone. 

But Troy loses 1,000-yard 
running back Shawn Southward, 
making Anthony its top 
returning ground-gainer. 

All-around improvement on 
a big play-permitting defense is 
imperative for a club that went 
2-6 in 2012 games decided by 
seven points or fewer. 

The Trojans allowed 30.5 
points per game last season, 
worst among all returning Sun 
Belt teams, and 443.6 yards per 
game, which was last among all 
league teams, period. 

Applying pressure was an 
issue, and it may not be any easier 
with the loss of end Tony Davis. 
Perhaps Arkansas transfer tackle 
Lonnie Gosha can help fill the void. 
In the secondary, safety Chris 
Pickett will be counted on to help 
hold things together for Wayne 
Bolt, who returns for a second stint 
as Troy’s defensive coordinator. 


2013 SCHEDULE 


A.31 @SOUTHERN MISS 
S.7 Prairie View A&M 
S.21 @TEXAS TECH 
S.28 Wyoming 
0.5 @LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 
0.12 Louisiana-Monroe 
0.19 Georgia State 
0.26 South Alabama 
N.2 @IDAHO 
N.16 @ARKANSAS STATE 
N.23 Western Kentucky 
N.29 @TROY 


COACH 


Dennis Franchione 
Second year (4-8) 

Career record: |II-91 
Offensive amie 
Jeff Conway (second year), 
Mike Schultz (third year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Craig Naivar (sixth year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 4-8 

Stadium: Bobcat Stadium (30,000) 
Tickets: 512-245-2272 

Site: San Marcos, Texas 

Online: txstatebobcats.com 
Twitter: @TXSTATEBOBCATS 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB TylerArndt (6-4, 221, Sr.) 
RB TimGay (5-1, 185, So.) 

WR Andy Erickson (5-10, 180, Sr.) 
WR Isaiah Battle (5-11, 200, Sr.) 
WR Brandon Smith (6-2, 175, So.) 
TE Kris Petersen (6-4, 235, Jr.) 
OT Devin Baker (6-5, 285, Sr.) 
OG Charlie Will Tuttle (6-2, 295, Jr.) 
C Matt Freeman (6-2, 280, So.) 
0G FelixRomero (6-4, 300, Fr.) 
OT Adrian Bellard (6-5, 310, So.) 


DEFENSE 

LE Jordan Norfleet (6-2, 250, Sr.) 
NT Blake McColloch (6-5, 290, Sr.) 
DT D.J. Yendrey (6-3, 260, Sr.) 
RE Jamie Clavell-Head (6-3, 280, Sr.) 
LB Michael Orakpo (6-1, 235, Jr.) 
LB David Mayo (6-2, 230, Jr.) 

CB Xavier Daniels (6-0, 170, Sr.) 
CB Craig Mager (5-11, 191, Jr.) 

S Chad Moncure (6-0, 200, Jr.) 
S Aaron Matthews (6-3, 193, Sr.) 
S Justin wyji (5-11, 200, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K_ WillJohnson (6-3, 192, So.) 
P Will Johnson (6-3, 192, So.) 
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TEXAS STATE 


Texas State’s offense is centered 
on balance and, unfortunately 
for the Bobcats, the man most 
productive on the ground and in the 
air last year—quarterback Shaun 
Rutherford—is gone. So, too, is 
running back Marcus Curry, TSU’s 
No, 1rusher in 2012. 

Replacing those two is key for 
ex-WAC member Texas State, 
which had a favorable turnover 
margin last season and no 
interceptions in its four 2012 wins. 

The candidates at quarterback 
are Tyler Arndt, the lone senior and 
the only one with experience, and 
Jordan Moore, Duke DeLancellotti 
and Fred Nixon. 

Running back Tim Gay had only 
27 carries last season but averaged 
10.3 yards per tote. Gay, however, 
may have to share touches with 
both Terrence Franks and juco 
transfer C.J. Best. Having big 
offensive lineman Charlie Will 
Tuttle should help all three. 

For Texas State, the ‘d’ in defense 
could easily be traded for the ‘d’ in 
dismal. Last season, the Bobcats 
allowed a whopping 484.8 yards— 
that would have been worst in the 
Sun Belt by 40-plus yards—and 
33.5 points per game. The TSU 
defensive linemen accounted for 
only 2.5 sacks all season. 

But ex-Alabama and Texas 
A&M head coach Dennis 
Franchione, now in the third year 
of his second stint as head coach 
in San Marcos, has loaded up on 
transfers, including linemen D,J. 
Yendrey (TCU), Kingsley Ike 
(Purdue) and Donald Hopkins 
(Houston), and ex-Colorado State 
linebacker Michael Orakpo, 
brother of Washington Redskins 
star Brian Orakpo. 

Junior-college transfer Brandon 
Jones could make a difference in 
a spotty secondary that returns 
safety Xavier Daniels, but senior 
linebacker David Mayo tore his 
ACLin the spring and his status is 
uncertain, at best. 

The Bobcats’ defense must 
improve for this team to have 
their first winning season since 
Franchione returned to San Marcos. 
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After losing 17 fumbles and 
getting picked off 16 times last 
season, ball security is critical for 
a team with only two wins—one 
over an FCS opponent and just one 
in Sun Belt play—in 2012, 

So, too, is a solid ground game, 
a point of emphasis in the spring 
after South Alabama’s spread 
offense averaged just 123.5 rushing 
yards last year. 

The Jaguars also spent much of 
the spring evaluating quarterbacks, 
with incumbent Ross Metheny, 
Trey Fetner, Brandon Bridge, 

Kolt Peavey and Grant Powell all 
jockeying for the spot. 

Good decision-making is key 
for southpaw Virginia transfer 
Metheny, who started 2012’s 
last 10 games and threw for 
2,148 yards—but had as many 
interceptions (12) as TD tosses. 
He'll be pushed by Fetner, who 
had two touchdown runs last 
season. Bridge, a strong-armed 
Canadian, threw for 2,000-plus 
yards at Alcorn State in 2010. 

Former Alabama assistant 
Kevin Sherrer is now defensive 
coordinator on a shaken-up staff 
for the Jaguars, whose defense 
allowed 30 touchdowns in the 58 
times opponents reached the red 
zone last season. 

Sherrer has both of last season’s 
starting cornerbacks returning 
in Tyrell Pearson, who had a 
team-high four interceptions, and 
Darrius Morrow. 

The Jaguars lost safety B.J. 
Scott, who was in on 84 tackles 
last season, but they still have 
Terrell Brigham (71 tackles). And 
they gain two defensive backs who 
missed all of 2012: safety Charles 
Harris, a full-starter in 2011, and 
cornerback Qudarius Ford, who 
had a superb spring. 

With Alex Page, Pat Moore and 
Enrique Williams, USA’s front 
seven is solid, especially on the 
edges. 

The South Alabama defense 
could take care of business again 
in 2013, but it will mean little ifthe 
Jags’ offense can’t produce more 
and turn the ball over less. 


2013 SCHEDULE 

A.29 Southern Utah 
$7 @TULANE 
S.14 Western Kentucky 
S.28 (@TENNESSEE 
0.5 @TROY 
0.19 Kent State 
0.26 @TEXAS STATE 
N.2 Arkansas State 
N.16 @NAVY 
N.23 Louisiana-Monroe 
N.30 @GEORGIA STATE 
D7 Louisiana-Lafayette 

COACH 

Joey Jones 

Second year (2-11) 

Career record: 2-1] 

Offensive coordinator: 

Robert Matthews (second year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Kevin Sherrer (first year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 2-11 

Stadium: Ladd-Peebles Stadium (40,000) 

Tickets: 251-461-1USA 

Site: Mobile, Ala. 

Online: usajaguars.com 

Twitter: @USAJaguarSports 
PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Ross Metheny (6-3, 205, Sr.) 
RB Jay Jones (5-9, 180, Jr.) 

LT Chris May (6-4, 285, So.) 

LG Drew Dearman (6-3, 320, Jr.) 
C Matt Calcagnini (6-1, 290, Sr.) 

RG Shaun Artz (6-4, 290, Jr.) 

RT Melvin Meggs (6-3, 310, Jr.) 

TE Wes Saxton (6-4, 235, Jr.) 

WR BryantLavender (6-0, 185, Sr.) 

WR Jeremé Jones (5-8, 160, Jr.) 

WR Corey Besteda (6-3, 190, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Alex Page (6-1, 245, Sr.) 
NT RandonCamathan (6-1, 295, Sr.) 
DT Romelle Jones (6-2, 275, Sr.) 
OLB Clifton Crews (6-3, 220, Sr.) 
MLB Enrique Williams (6-0, 235, Sr.) 
OLB Bryson James (6-2, 230, Sr.) 
NB Qudarius Ford (5-7, 170, Jr.) 
CB Darrius Morrow (5-10, 170, Sr.) 
CB Tyrell Pearson (5-8, 150, Sr.) 
FS Charles Harris (6-1, 190, Sr.) 
SS Charles Watson (6-1, 200, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Aleem Sunanon (5-7, 185, Fr.) 
P Scott Garber (5-9, 195, Sr.) 
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SOUTH ALABAMA (<= 
JAGUARS 


PANTHERS = ssf 


New coach Trent Miles, who 
succeeds ex-Georgia Tech, 
Alabama and Kentucky coach 
Bill Curry as Georgia State jumps 
from the FCS’ Colonial Athletic 
Association, says he'll have “an 
open mind to everything.” The 
ex-Indiana State coach went into 
his first Atlanta spring with no set 
depth chart, even with 30 seniors. 
State’s offense is no exception, 
as evidenced by an open spring 
quarterback competition involving 
nine-game starter Ben McLane, 
who had inaccuracy issues as 
aredshirt freshman, two-game 
starter Ronnie Bell and big-bodied 
Georgia Military College transfer 
Clay Chastain, 

Inanew system coordinated by 
ex-Boston College head coach and 
NFLassistant Jeff Jagodzinski, the 
targets include playmaker Albert 
Wilson, tiny Avery Sweeting and 
Navy transfer Darrin McElroy. The 
running game must improve after 
averaging only 3.4 yards per carry. 

Senior Kail Singleton has played 
linebacker and safety and helps 
lead a defense that yielded 470.1 
yards per game in 2012. 

The Panthers’ defense, which 
was undersized at linebacker and 
in the secondary last season—picks 
up Kelton Hill, a quarterback and 
wide receiver in 2012 who began 
the spring at safety. 

Miles likes the size up front 
but seeks more physicality from 
a defensive line that returns Theo 
Agnew and 305-pound Terrance 
Woodard, two seniors who were 
GSU'’s second- and third-leading 
tacklers last season (Agnew added 
8 tackles for loss). 

The line could get a boost from 
David Huey, who missed most of 
last season due to injury, Kentucky 
transfer Nermin Delic and 
310-pound juco transfer George 
Rogers. 

With a new staffand ina 
new league during a season of 
transition, it could be a long first 
year in the Sun Belt for a Panthers 
squad whose only win in 2012 
came at FCS member Rhode 
Island. 


GEORGI SIA STATE 


2013 SCHEDULE 
A.30 Samford 
S.7 Chattanooga 
S.14 @WEST VIRGINIA 
S.21 Jacksonville State 
0.5 @ALABAMA 
0.12 Troy 
0.19 TEXAS STATE 
0.26 @LOUISIANA-MONROE 
N.2 Western Kentucky 
N,16 Louisiana-Lafayette 
N.23 GIARKANSAS STATE 
N.30 South Alabama 

COACH 

Trent Miles 

First year 


Career record: 20-36 


Offensive Sootiestes 
Jeff Jagodzinski (first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Jesse Minter (first year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 1-10 

Stadium: Georgia Dome (28,155) 
Tickets: 866-GA-STATE 

Site: Atlanta 

Online: georgiastatesports.com 
Twitter: @GSUPanthers 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB Ben McLane (6-1, 210, So.) 
FB Sean Jeppesen (6-0, 220, Jr.) 
RB Gerald Howse (6-2, 215, Jr.) 
LT Ulrick John (6-8, 290, Sr.) 
LG TimWynn (6-3, 285, Jr.) 

C Michael Davis (6-3, 290, Sr.) 
RG Harrison Clottey (6-5, 310, Sr.) 
RT Grant King (6-5, 295, Sr.) 

TE Drew Pearson (6-5, 235, Jr.) 
WR Albert Wilson (5-9, 200, Sr.) 
WR Danny Williams (6-4, 205, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 
DL Theo Agnew (6-4, 280, Sr.) 
DL Terrance Woodard (6-4, 305, Sr.) 
DL Nermin Delic (6-4, 260, Jr.) 
OLB John Kelly (6-5, 245, Sr.) 
ILB_ Robert Ferguson (6-1, 230, Sr.) 
ILB Joseph Peterson (6-0, 220, So.) 
OLB Tarris Batiste (6-2, 210, So.) 
CB Demarius Matthews (5-10, 165, Sr.) 
CB Brent McClendon (5-9, 180, Sr.) 
S$ Kail Singleton (6-2, 212, Sr.) 
S$ Arington Jordan (5-11, 193, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K_ WilLutz (6-0, 190, So.) 
P Matt Hubbard (6-4, 235, Jr.) 


VE musi 


YOUR ALLEGIANCE 


A 27” DROP-BOTTOM 
> Durable 900D polyester 
> High-definition embroidered logos 
> Extra-large main compartment 
> Dual-compartment design 
> Dual-tempered aluminum handles 
> Inline skate wheels 
> 27'Hx17"Lx 14"W (7.5 lbs.) 
» $99 ea. 
> $5 S/H for each bag 


> Durable 1200D ballistic nylon 
> High-definition embroidered logos 
> Fully-lined interior 
> Fits in overhead bin 
> Dual lift handles 
> Polycarbonate construction 
> EZ-Glide wheels 
> 21"Hx 14”L x It’W (8.0 Ibs.) 
3129 ea. 
55 S/H for each bag 


Available in: IFS (. it e 


SportingNews 


L 
SPORTS GEAR 


NOTRE DAME 


FIGHTING IRISH 


HUW PIL IN 
Siigar Baw 


> = * 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL WNATIONALTITLE 


2013 SCHEDULE 


A.31 Temple 
S.7 @MICHIGAN 
S.14 @PURDUE 
S.21 Michigan State 
S.28 Oklahoma 
0.5 @ARIZONA STATE* 
0.19 USC 
0.26 @AIR FORCE 
N.2 Navy 
N.9 @PITTSBURGH 
N.23 BYU 
N.30 @STANFORD 


*At Arlington, TX 
COACH 


Fourth year (28-11) 
Career record: 81-33 


Offensive coordinator: 
Chuck Martin (second year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Bob Diaco (fourth year) 


FASTFACTS 


Lost to Alabama in the 

BCS National Championship, 42-14 
Stadium: Notre Dame Stadium (80,795) 
Tickets: 574-631-7356 

Site: South Bend, Ind. 

Online: und.com 

Twitter: @NDFootball 
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One taste of the BCS National 
Championship Game is never enough. 

Notre Dame whet its appetite last 
January. The bitter aftertaste from a 42-14 
loss to Alabama hardly soured the Irish’s 
opinion of the experience. 

“It’s unmistakable when you see it and you're in 
that environment—you want to get back there because 
there’s no atmosphere like it,” Irish head coach Brian 
Kelly recalls. “It’s not anormal bowl game; it’s times 
10. (All the players) want to get back there. They 
know what they did last year to get there. For them to 
do it again, they probably have to even do more.” 

Before the start of the 2012 campaign, Irish coaches 
would have quietly said that season was a “setup” 
year, with the big payoff coming in 2013. Amazing 
leadership and development rushed the process a bit. 

Does that mean Notre Dame is poised to take the 
next step this season? 


OFFENSE 

Two spots need to be filled along the Notre Dame 
offensive line: center and right guard. Finding the man 
in the middle will be imperative. From there, the rest 
of the trench crew will shake out. 

The two best options at center appear to be juniors 
Matt Hegarty and Nick Martin. Hegarty’s career was 
in doubt last year when he was diagnosed with what 
Kelly called a “blood flow” problem. The situation 
has been rectified and he has been cleared to play. 
Martin’s versatility makes him valuable anywhere 
along the front. 

Conor Hanratty, son of former Notre Dame 
quarterbacking great Terry Hanratty, appears 
ticketed for right guard. He will join Zack Martin 
(Nick’s brother, left tackle), Chris Watt (left guard) 
and Christian Lombard (right tackle) on a line that 
could be one of the best in the country. 

If the line can open the holes, the Irish have the 
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skill-position players to move the 
ball. Quarterback Everett Golson 

(187-of-318, 2,405 passing yards, 12 TDs, 

6 INTs) will be entering his second year 
as a starter. The growing pains have been 

endured. Now is his time to flourish. The Irish offense 
can become more QB-centric this year, as confidence 
in Golson has grown. 

Targets TJ Jones (50 receptions, 649 yards, 4 TDs) 
and Davaris Daniels (31, 490) give Golson some 
dependable hands to throw to, along with other 
receivers Chris Brown and Daniel Smith. 

Atrunning back, there will be a new look. George 
Atkinson III (51 carries, 361 yards, 5 TDs), who played 
behind Theo Riddick and Cierre Wood last year, is 
suddenly the main man. Amir Carlisle, who sat out 
last season after transferring from Southern Cal and 
then suffering a foot injury in spring practice (2012), 
will get an opportunity. 

Finding a tight end to replace All-American Tyler 
Eifert won't be easy. Troy Niklas, Ben Koyack and 
Alex Welch will all get an opportunity. 


DEFENSE 

Lose All-America linebacker Manti Te’o and sturdy 
end Kapron Lewis-Moore and not have a significant 
drop-off on defense? 

That must mean the program is getting toa 
comfortable point of sustainability. There are impact 
players, and there is depth. What more can a coach 
want? 

Nose guard Louis Nix (45 tackles, 5.5 for loss) and 
end Stephon Tuitt (42, 12 sacks) will be the dominant 
pieces on the [rish defensive line. Add in Sheldon Day, 
Jarron Jones, Kona Schwenke and Tony Springmann 
and there’s the opportunity for a quality rotation. 

Jarrett Grace, Kendall Moore and Carlo Calabrese 
will all get the call in the rotation at one inside 
linebacker, replacing Te’o. Dan Fox will solidify the 
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other inside spot. Veteran outside linebackers Prince Shembo, 
Ishaq Williams, Danny Spond and Ben Councell will be joined 
by freshman Jaylon Smith, who was regarded by many as the 
best high school linebacker in the country last fall. 

Corners Bennett Jackson and KeiVarae Russell grew up 
quite a bit last season. They're back along with Lo Wood, who 
was ticketed as a starter last preseason before going down with 
an Achilles injury. Matthias Farley worked his way into being 
a fixture at one safety. Austin Collinsworth, who missed last 
season after shoulder surgery, and Nicky Baratti will battle for 
the other safety spot. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
Coaches will have to keep a close eye on Kyle Brindza. The 
junior seems to be the best bet as the Irish kicker and punter. 
The regular kicker last season, every time Brindza appeared to 
struggle, he recovered with a big-time boot in clutch situations. 
He had a game-winning field goal against Purdue, an overtime- 
forcing boot against Stanford, two long ones in the fourth quarter 
against Oklahoma and five field goals against Southern Cal. 


BOTTOM LINE 

Kelly will not allow his program to be caught living in the past. 
Last year’s undefeated regular season was amazing, but it’s a new 
journey in ’13. 

“The personality of that (2012) team is gone,” Kelly says. 
“We're developing leaders within our group. We're developing 
the identity of the football team.” 

This is the first time since 1994 (the fourth of 13 seasons at 
Division II Grand Valley State) that Kelly has gone into the fourth 
year with the same program. Expectations are established and 
understood. Benefits from continuity are being reaped. 

Maybe this really will be the year. 

—Al Lesar 


» RECRUITING REPORT 


With each recruiting class 
third-year coach Brian Kelly has 
signed, Notre Dame gets better 
and better in the trenches, and 
the Irish continue to add exciting 
playmakers at the skill positions 
on both sides of the Ball. The Irish 
landed three five-star prospects on 
defense in linebacker Jaylon Smith, 
defensive tackle Eddie Vanderdoes 
and safety Max Redfield. Offensive 
line and defensive back were the 
two points of emphasis in 2013. 
Besides Redfield, Notre Dame went 
out and got one of the nation’s top 
cornerbacks in Cole Luke, along with 
four-star corner Devin Butler and 
four-star athlete Rashad Kinlaw. 
Across the offensive line, Notre 
Dame landed five All-Americans 
in Steven Elmer (who enrolled 
early) and Hunter Bivin, Colin 
McGovern, John Montelus and Mike 
McGlinchey. Four-star quarterback 
Malik Zaire has many of the same 
skills as current starting signal- 
caller Everett Golson. 

—Steve Wiltfong 


AL > JAYLONSMITH, OLB 

Ranked by the 247Composite as thenation's 
No. loutside linebacker and No. 2 prospect 
overall, the 6-3, 218-pound Smith won Indiana's 
Mr. Football Award after leading Fort Wayne 
(Ind.) Bishop Luers High to four straight state 
championships. 


@ > EDDIEVANDERDOES, DT 

The 6-2, 310-pound Auburn (Calif.) Placer High 
standout chose Notre Dame over Alabama and 
UCLA and was arguably the top player at the 
U.S. Army All-American Bowl during the week 
of practice there. 


SB » MAXREDFIELD, S 

This five-star safety (6-3, 195) and Under Armour 
All-American out of Mission Viejo (Calif.) High will 
havea chance to make an instantimpactin the 
Notre Dame secondary as a true freshman. 


4 > GREG BRYANT, RB 

Astarter since the eighth grade at Delray 
Beach (Fla.) American Heritage High, the 5-11, 
196-pound Bryant wasa one-time Oklahoma 
commit who was the nation’s No. 6 running 
back, according to the 247Composite. 


S > HUNTERBIVIN, OT 

This 6-7, 290-pound Under Armour All-American 
out of Owensboro (Ky.) Apollo High was ranked 
by 247Sports as the country’s No. 4 offensive 
tackle and No. 43 prospect overall. 


IMPAGT PLAYER 


The only real frame of reference 
Notre Dame fans have on Carlisle 
is cameo appearances ina USC 
uniform two years ago. 

Huh? 

Carlisle was a prime recruiting 
target for the Irish but he picked 
the Trojans over Notre Dame. The 
5-10, 185-pounder played in eight 
games asa freshmanat USC, 
rushing 19 times for 118 yards and 
catching seven passes for 41 yards 
anda touchdown. 

After that freshman season, his 
father Duane became the director 
of sports performance forthe 
Purdue football program. Amir 
followed his father to Indiana. 

The NCAA granted Carlisle a 
waiver of the transfer rule, but 
a broken anklein 2012 spring 
practice changed the plans. He 
wasn't physically ready to go early 
in the season, so hesat out the 
entire year. He missed the last half 
of spring practice with a broken 
collarbone but should be 100 
percent by the start of fall camp. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


OFFENSE 

» PASSING 

Everett Golson 

GP. Effic. Cmp-Attint Pet. Yds. TD Avg/6 
2) 131.0 | 187-318-6 588 2405 12 2004 


» RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
GeorgeAtkinsonill 12. 51 361 7.1/5) 30] 


» RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/6 
T)Jones B 50 649 BO 4 499 
DEFENSE 

TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Bennett Jackson B 4 20. 65 
» SACKS GP No. ‘Yards 
Stephon Tuitt B 120 89 
P INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Bennett Jackson 4| 3 | 42/0 
2012 TEAM STATS 

STATISTIC i 
SCORING 335 166 
Points Per Game 25.8 18 
FIRST DOWNS 281 221 
Rushing Q7 of 
Passing 137 il 
Penalty V 16 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2462 1374 
Yardsgainedrushing 2721 m9 


Yards lost rushing 259 345 
Rushing Attempts 506 396 
Average Per Rush 49 35 
Average Per Game 189.4 1057 
TDs Rushing 233 4 


PASSING YARDAGE 2896 2597 


Comp-Att-Int 226-388-8 — 261-434-16 
Average Per Pass 15 6.0 
Average Per Catch 12.8 10.0 
Average Per Game 222.8 199.8 
TDs Passing 4 1 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5358 3971 
Total Plays 894 830 
Average Per Play 6.0 48 


Average Per Game 422 305.5 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 30-588 45-996 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 21-46 N74 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 16-172 8-25 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 
QB Everett Golson (6-0, 188, Jr.) 
Tommy Rees (6-2, 210, Sr.) 
RB George Atkinson III (6-1, 210, Jr.) 
Amir Carlisle (5-10, 185, Jr.) 
LT Zack Martin (6-4, 304, Sr.) 
Nick Martin (6-4, 290, Jr.) 
LG Chris Watt (6-3, 310, Sr.) 
Mark Harrell (6-4, 305, So.) 
C Matt Hegarty (6-4, 29), Jr.) 
Nick Martin (6-4, 290, Jr.) 
RG Conor Hanratty (6-4, 309, Jr.) 
Bruce Heggie (6-5, 286, Sr.) 
RT Christian Lombard (6-5, 309, Sr.) 
Ronnie Stanley (6-5, 318, So.) 
TE Troy Niklas (6-7, 260, Jr.) 
Alex Welch (6-3, 245, Sr.) 
WR TJ Jones (5-11, 190, Sr.) 
Corey Robinson (6-5, 190, Fr.) 
WR Davaris Daniels (6-2, 190, Fr.) 
Chris Brown (6-1, 191, So.) 
WR Daniel Smith (6-4, 215, Sr.) 
James Onwualu (6-1, 215, Fr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Sheldon Dan (6-2, 286, So.) 
Tony Springmann (6-6, 300, Sr.) 
NG Louis Nix Ill (6-3, 326, Sr.) 
Kona Schwenke (6-4, 290, Sr.) 
DE Stephon Tuitt (6-6, 303, Jr.) 
Jarron Jones (6-5, 295, So.) 
OLB Prince Shembo (6-2, 250, Sr.) 
Ishaq Williams (6-5, 255, Jr.) 
ILB Dan Fox (6-3, 240, Sr.) 
Carlo Calabrese (6-1, 245, Sr.) 
ILB Jarrett Grace (6-3, 240, Jr.) 
Kendall Moore (6-1, 242, Sr.) 
OLB Danny Spond (6-2, 248, Sr.) 
Ben Councell (6-5, 240, Jr.) 
CB Bennett Jackson (6-0, 185, Sr.) 
Jalen Brown (6-1, 199, Jr.) 
CB Lo Wood (5-10, 194, Sr.) 
KeiVarae Russell (5-1, 182, So.) 
S Austin Collinsworth (6-0, 194, Sr.) 
Nicky Baratti (6-1, 206, So.) 
S Matthias Farley (5-11, 200, Jr.) 
Elijah Shumate (6-0, 213, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Kyle Brindza (6-1, 225, Jr.) 
P Kyle Brindza (6-1, 225, Jr.) 


~~» Sporting News All-American 


| OPP 
KICKRETURNAVG. 19622 
PUNTRETURNAVG. 22 6] 
INTRETURN AVG. 10.8 31 
FUMBLES-LOST 07 


PENALTIES-YARDS 71-550 67-543 
Average Per Game 423 41.8 


PUNTS-YARDS 53-2161 68-2918 
Average Per Punt 40.8 429 
Net punt average 38.6 40.2 


TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 31:44 28:16 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 82/177 65/178 


3rd-Down Pct. 46% 37% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. V6 6/17 
4th-Down Pct. 50% 35% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 34-237 18-106 
MISC YARDS 0 0 
TDS SCORED 38 16 
FG-ATTEMPTS 24-32 18-24 
ATTENDANCE 547641 303357 
Games/AvgPerGame 7/78234 — 4/75839 
Neutral Site Games 2/64470 


SCOREBYOTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 


Notre Dame 8 73 1 90 16 335 
Opponent 23374 %& 39 6 166 


Follow Sporting News on Twitter @sportingnews mm 


2013 SCHEDULE 


Morgan State 
@BALL STATE 
Stanford 

Wake Forest 
@LOUISIANA TECH* 
@BOSTON COLLEGE 
Eastern Michigan 
@TEMPLE 

G@AIR FORCE 
Western Kentucky 
@HAWAII 
@NAVY** 


“At Dallas, TX 
**At Philadelphia, PA 


COACH 

Rich Ellerson 
Fifth year (17-32) 
Career record: }/-32 


Offensive coordinator: 

lan Shields (fifth year) 

Defensive coordinators: 

Payam Sadaat, Chris Smeland (fifth year) 


FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 2-10 

Stadium: Michie Stadium (38,000) 
Tickets: 877-TIX-ARMY 

Site: West Point, NY. 

Online: goarmysports.com 
Twitter: @Army_ Football 


So many areas need so much work to get Army headed in the right 
direction. The Black Knights, coming off a 2-10 season, get ready for a 
demanding workload in 2013 with more questions than answers. 

A rigorous schedule including the likes of Stanford, Wake Forest, 
Boston College, Air Force and Navy will give coach Rich Ellerson 
plenty to worry about as he heads into his fifth season at West Point. 


As the featured component of Army’s triple-option attack, 
Raymond Maples has rushed for more than 1,000 yards each of the 
last two seasons. He was a big reason why the Black Knights were 
able to run for 369.8 yards a game last year. 

Maples generated his production without the help of a consistent 
passing game. With Trent Steelman as the starter, Army averaged just 
66.4 yards through the air last season. Steelman has graduated and 
A.J. Schurr, who led Army with two touchdown throws in six relief 
appearances last year, should make the pass more of a weapon. 

Three starters return along the offensive line. Left guard Stephen 
Shumaker started at right guard last season. Center Ryan Powis and 
right tackle Michael Kime also know their way around the trenches. 

Fullback Larry Dixon rushed for 839 yards in 2012, while receiver 
Chevaughn Lawrence caught 21 passes for 357 yards. 


If the Black Knights are going to deal with that tough schedule, their 
defense will have to rise to the challenge. Geoffery Bacon, a fixture at 
inside linebacker last year who had a team-best 136 tackles, has been 
moved to free safety. Colby Miller steps into his old spot. Tackle Robert 
Kough had 42 tackles and 9.5 tackles for loss. Corners Chris Carnegie 
(49 tackles) and Lamar Johnson-Harris (nine starts, 20 tackles, one 
interception in 2011) lead the 
secondary. 

Daniel Grochowski connected on 
10 of 16 field goals last year, with a 
long of 46. Fellow sophomore Alex 
Tardieu will get his first opportunity 
to punt. 


Trent Steelman was under center 
for the last four years at Army. Schurr 
showed signs of a bright future last 
season when he threw for 130 yards 
(8-for-18) and ran for 47 in six cameo 
appearances. 

He has proven he can throw wellon 
therunandis elusive. Besides havinga 
feel for the decisions necessary in the 
triple-option attack, he’s athreat to 
either tuck and run or uncork a pass. 


If Army improves its passing 
game and finds some capable 
defensive parts, 2013 could serve as 
a positive step forward. 

—AlLesar 
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5-YEAR RECORD 
> 20-41 


i 
CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB A.J. Schurr (6-0, 185, So.) 

FB Larry Dixon (6-0, 238, Jr.) 

RB Terry Baggett (6-1, 200, Jr.) 

RB Raymond Maples (6-1, 218, Sr.) 

LT Nick Bennett (6-1, 238, Jr.) 

LG Stephen Shumaker (6-0, 264, Jr.) 
C Ryan Powis (6-0, 248, Jr.) 

RG Matt Hugenberg (6-3, 285, So.) 
RT Michael Kime (6-2, 243, Sr.) 

WR Patrick Laird (6-3, 219, Sr.) 

WR Chevaughn Lawrence (6-3, 195, Jr.) 


LT Robert Kough (6-3, 239, Jr.) 
NG T.J.Atimala (5-11, 260, So.) 
RT Joe Drummond (6-3, 228, Jr.) 

OLB Dalton Mendenhall (6-3, 225, So.) 
ILB James Kelly (6-3, 220, Jr.) 

ILB Colby Miller (6-1, 209, Sr.) 

OLB Thomas Holloway (5-11, 196, Sr.) 
CB Lamar Johnson-Harris (5-9, 173, Jr.) 
CB Chris Carnegie (6-0, 180, So.) 

S Shaquille Tolbert (5-9, 180, So.) 
S$ Geoffery Bacon (6-0, 207, Jr.) 


K Daniel Grochowski (6-2, 205, So.) 
P Alex Tardieu (6-4, 190, So.) 


MAPLES: MIKE GROLL / AP 


REYNOLDS: MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ / AP 


KEENAN REYNO! 


CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONAL TITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
QB Keenan Reynolds (5-11, 199, Sr.) 
SB Darius Staten (5-6, 196, Sr.) 
SB Geoffrey Whiteside (5-10, 177, Jr.) 
FB Noah Copeland (5-10, 205, Jr.) 
LT Bradyn Heap (6-3, 280, Jr.) 
LG EK. Binns (6-3, 287, So.) 
C_ Tanner Fleming (6-2, 270, Jr.) 
RG Jake Zuzek (6-0, 318, Jr.) 
RT Graham Vickers (6-1, 280, Sr.) 
WR Casey Bolena (6-2, 200, Sr.) 
WR ShawnLynch (6-0, 190, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

LE Paul Quessenberry (6-2, 230, Jr.) 
NG Danny Ring (6-2, 260, Jr.) 

RE Evan Palelei (6-3, 247, Sr.) 

OLB Jordan Drake (6-4, 220, Sr.) 

ILB_ Vinnie Mauro (6-2, 220, Sr.) 

ILB Cody Peterson (6-3, 220, Sr.) 
OLB Obi Uzoma (6-3, 23), Jr.) 

CB Kwazel Bertrand (5-10, 163, So.) 
CB Parrish Gaines (6-2, 196, Jr.) 
ROV Wave Ryder (6-2, 215, Sr.) 

FS Chris Ferguson (6-2, 195, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Nick Sloan (6-0, 180, So.) 
P Pablo Beltran (6-2, 225, Jr.) 


This is the time for an encore in Annapolis. 
Last year’s claim to the Commander-in-Chief Trophy not only 
validated the midseason restructuring of the Navy football team, but has 
given the Midshipmen a measure of confidence to take into 2013. 

For the first time since 1991, Navy turned to a freshman quarterback 
to direct its very intricate offense—and the results turned out to be 
somewhat amazing. Six games into the season, plebe Keenan Reynolds 
got the call from coach Ken Niumatalolo. He responded by guiding Navy 
toa 6-2 record the rest of the way—the Midshipmen finished 8-5 on the 
year—including a 17-13 win over rival Army. 

A year of experience directing the option-premised, run-centric offense 
will do nothing but enhance the possibilities for Reynolds. 


OFFENSE 

While the quarterback is the maestro orchestrating the precision 
attack, it’s the running backs who really make the music. Fullback 
Noah Copeland rushed 162 times last year and was caught for just three 
negative yards; he rolled up 738 yards and five touchdowns. Reynolds 
carried the ball 162 times for 649 yards and 10 scores. Geoffrey Whiteside, 
who averaged 6.9 yards on his 16 carries last season, will get his first look 
as an every-down player at slotback. The biggest concern for the Navy 
offensive line will be on the left side. Bradyn Heap (tackle) and E.K. Binns 
(guard) will get their first full-time work at those positions. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

Yielding 50 points in a season-opening loss to Notre Dame and 62 in 
a season-ending bowl loss to Arizona State skewed the Navy defensive 
statistics. The Midshipmen gave up just 12 points, but still lost to San Jose 
State (12-0), and allowed Indiana to score 30 despite getting a 31-30 win. 

Parrish Gaines will be counted on for leadership in the secondary. His 
69 tackles and two interceptions made the cornerback an impact player. 
Battening down the hatches up front will be Evan Palelei, who had 29 
tackles at right end last year. Jordan Drake (49 tackles) is the only starting 
linebacker returning. 

The kicking game is solid. Placekicker Nick Sloan led the Midshipmen 
in scoring last year by connecting on all 41 of his PATs and 10 of 15 
field-goal tries. Punter Pablo Beltran 
ranked third all-time in Navy 
history, averaging 43.6 yards on 


da ckinites IMPACT PLAYER 
punts in 2012. 
NoahCopeland,FB / /@ 
BOTTOM LINE If there's going to be any bite to 
Games at Notre Dame and the Navy offense, fullback Noah 
" dah inst Copeland will need to provide the 
Indiana SO UOIE BALIG Seatbe teeth. Though he took a pounding 
Pittsburgh will provide challenges. last season, Copeland ran the ball 
Toss in Army and Air Force, and 162 times (for 738 yards and 5 TDs), 
the Middies will be pushed to the most carries for a fullback since 
improve on their 8-5 record. Navy turned to the triple-option 


—Al Lesar 


attack in 2002. 


MIDSHIPMEN 


' it 
ALLEL IN 
Atined forcss Baw 


2013 SCHEDULE 
S.7 G@INDIANA 
S.14 Delaware 
S.28 @WESTERN KENTUCKY 
0.5 Air Force 
0.12 @DUKE 
0,19 @TOLEDO 
0.26 Pittsburgh 
N.2 @NOTRE DAME 
Ng Hawaii 
N.16 South Alabama 
N.23 @SAN JOSE STATE 
D.14 @ARMY* 
*At Philadelphia, PA 

COACH 

Seventh year (40-26) 

Career record: 40-26 

Offensive coordinator: 

Ivin Jasper (sixth year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Buddy Green (12th year) 

FAST FACTS 


Lost to Arizona State in the 

Kraft Fight Hunger Bowl, 62-28 
Stadium: Navy-Marine Corps Memorial 
Stadium (34,000) 

Tickets: 800-US4-NAVY 

Site: Annapolis, Md. 

Online: navysports.com 

Twitter: @USNAFootball 


Daily coverage at sportingnews.com/ncaa-football 1B 


BYU "5 


COUGARS 


al 


Online: byucougars.com 
Twitter: @byu_cougars_fb 


114 


PRU CL LIL 


Kestt Fight Hunger Bow! 


2013 SCHEDULE 

A.31 @VIRGINIA 
S7 Texas 
S.21 Utah 
$.27 Middle Tennessee State 
0.4 G@UTAH STATE 
0.12 Georgia Tech 
0.19 @HOUSTON 
0.25 Boise State 
N.9 @WISCONSIN 
N.16 Idaho State 
N.23 @NOTRE DAME 
N.30 @NEVADA 
COACH 

Ninth year (74-29) 

Career record: 74-29 

Offensive coordinator: 

Robert Anae (first year) 

FAST FACTS 

Beat San Diego State in the 

Poinsettia Bowl, 23-6 

Stadium: LaVell Edwards Stadium 
(63,470) 

Tickets: 800-322-BYU-] 

Site: Provo, Utah 


Seventeen points were the difference between 8-5 and 12-1, BYU’s 
mandate for 2013 is clear: Learn how to finish. Narrow losses to Utah (3 
points), Boise State (1), Notre Dame (3) and San Jose State (6) gave Cougars 
head coach Bronco Mendenhall plenty to think about during the offseason. 
One of the significant moves he made was to bring in Robert Anae as 
offensive coordinator. He was previously in Provo from 2005-10 as 
offensive coordinator/receivers coach. His focus is to develop a fast-paced, 
well-oiled unit with a group of 14 players who have starting experience. 


OFFENSE 

BYU’s offense will revolve around sophomore quarterback Taysom 
Hill. Hill played in six games, with two starts, last season. He threw for 
425 yards and ran for 336 and four touchdowns, establishing himself as 
the sort of dual-threat weapon Anae likes out of his quarterback. Jamaal 
Williams (775 rushing yards, 12 TDs as a true freshman) and Mike Alisa 
both know their way around the Cougar backfield. Alisa played in just 
five games last season before going down with a broken arm. Paving the 
way for offensive success will be a line that features four veterans with 
starting experience. The left side, featuring Ryker Mathews (tackle) and 
Solomone Kafu (guard), as well as center Manaaki Vaitai are battle-tested. 
Brock Stringham (right guard) had several starts in ‘12. The strength of 
the BYU arsenal will be at receiver. All-American Cody Hoffman (100 
receptions, 1,248 yards, 11 TDs) is on the verge of becoming one of the 
Cougars’ best ever. When defenses concentrate on Hoffman, Ross Apo (31 
catches, 311 yards) is ready to make the most of the opportunity. 


DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

There have been significant personnel losses for a unit that ranked 
third in the country in total defense. The key returner will be outside 
linebacker Kyle Van Noy, who tied for second in the country in sacks 
(13) and forced fumbles (6). He was fourth in tackles for loss (22). Spencer 
Hadley, opposite Van Noy, is another returning starter. End Eathyn 
Manumaleuna missed a good portion of last season after a knee injury. 
He’s back to give some sense of stability to a young defensive line. The 
stingy BYU defensive front gave up just 86.9 yards a game on the ground 
a year ago. That can goa long way toward winning a lot of games. Corner 
Jordan Johnson (48 total tackles) and safeties Daniel Sorensen (68, 3 INTs) 
and Craig Bills (47) are back from a secondary that yielded 179 passing 
yards a game last season. 


BOTTOM LINE IMPACT PLAYER 


Besides having to fill key spots 
on defense, and with an offense 
under new leadership and a new 
full-time quarterback, BYU will 
be challenged with a demanding 
schedule that includes seven 2012 
bowl teams. 

—Al Lesar 
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|KyleVanNoy, OLB / /@ 


What Van Noy didin the fourth 
quarter of BYU's 23-6 Poinsettia 
Bowl win over San Diego State was 


amazing. With 13 minutes left and 
BYU trailing 6-3, he jarred the ball 
from Aztecs QB Adam Dingwell and 
jumped on the fumble in the end 
zone for a TD. Six minutes later, he 
returned an interception for a score, 


CONFERENCETITLE BOWL NATIONALTITLE 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB TaysomHill (6-2, 218, So.) 
RB Jamaal Williams (6-0, 190, So.) 
LT Ryker Mathews (6-6, 292, So.) 
LG Solomone Kafu (6-2, 305, Jr.) 
C Manaaki Vaitai (6-3, 317, Sr.) 
RG Brock Stringham (6-6, 290, Jr.) 
RT Michael Yeck (6-8, 288, Jr.) 
TE Kaneakua Friel (6-5, 250, Sr.) 
WR Cody Hoffman (6-4, 215, Sr.) 
WR Ross Apo (6-3, 207, Jr.) 
SL JD Falslev (5-8, 184, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 
E Bronson Kaufusi (6-7, 270, So.) 
NT TuniKanuch (6-1, 285, Fr.) 
E EathynManumaleuna (6-2, 288, Sr.) 
OLB Spencer Hadley (6-1, 227, Sr.) 
ILB_Uani'Unga (6-1, 233, Sr.) 
ILB Manoa Pikula (6-1, 235, So.) 
OLB Kyle Van Noy (6-3, 235, Sr.) 
CB Jordan Johnson (5-10, 185, Jr.) 
CB Mike Hague (5-10, 190, Sr.) 
SS Daniel Sorensen (6-2, 206, Sr.) 
FS Craig Bills (6-2, 209, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Justin Sorensen (6-1, 232, Jr.) 
P Scott Arellano (6-1, 190, Jr.) 


Sporting News All-American 


RATING THE RECRUITS 


Say srORTS 


‘L » BRAYDENKEARSLEY, OT 

The 6-5, 270-pound four-star prospect from Oregon 
committed to BYU late in the process after favoring 
Arizona State. 


@ » TALON SHUMWA, ATH 

The 6-3, 190-pound in-state legacy played a number of 
positions in high school but will likely end up at wide 
feceiver for the Cougars. 


3S > MERRILL TALIAULI, 06 

The 6-2, 305-pound Taliaull, who goes by “Meti,” will 
play one season for BYU before going on his church 
mission for two years. 


4 » THOMAS SHOAF, OT 
The 6-6, 255-pound Indiana product is very athletic for 
his size and has a frame that other colleges coveted. 


S } DE'ONDRE WESLEY, OT 

The 6-6, 310-pound junior-college transfer should come 
inready to compete at the FBS level and challenge for 
astarting spot. 


—Brian Perroni 


VAN NOY: LENNY IGNELZI/ AP 


2013 SCHEDULE 

A.31 @NORTH TEXAS 
5.7 @WYOMING 
5.14 Northern Illinois 
S.21 WASHINGTON STATE 
5.28 Temple 
0.5 Fresno State 
0.12 @ARKANSAS STATE 
0.26 MISSISSIPPI 
N.2 Texas State 
NO Old Dominion 
N.23 @FLORIDA STATE 
N.30 @NEW MEXICO STATE 

COACH 

Paul Petrino 

First year 

Offensive coordinator: 

Kris Cinkovich (first year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Ronnie Lee (first year) 

FAST FACTS 

2012 RECORD: 1-11 


Stadium: Kibbie Dome (16,000) 
Tickets: (208) 885-6466 

Site: Moscow, Idaho 

Online: govandals.com 
Twitter: @ldaho Vandals 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
QB Taylor Davis (6-3, 232, Sr.) 
RB Jerrel Brown (6-0, 220, Jr.) 
LT Cody Elenz (6-4, 287, So.) 
LG Dallas Sandberg (6-5, 311, So.) 
C Mike Marboe (6-2, 296, Jr.) 
RG Spencer Beale (6-5, 319, Jr.) 
RT Jordan Johnson (6-6, 323 Sr.) 
TE Michael LaGrone (6-2, 273, Sr.) 
WR Najee Lovett (5-9, 168, Sr.) 
WR Jahrie Level (6-0, 187, Jr.) 
WR Roman Runner (6-0, 185, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 


E Vince Keener (6-4, 262, Sr.) 

T Karel Kearney (6-2, 301, Jr.) 

T Jesse Davis (6-6, 286, Jr.) 

E Quinton Bradley (6-3, 240, So.) 
OLB Marc Millan (6-1, 215, Jr.) 
MLB Matthew Willis (6-0, 230, Sr.) 
OLB Eric Tuipulotu (5-11, 215, Jr.) 

CB Solomon Dixon (5-9, 164, So.) 
CB Jayshawn Jordan (5-9, 175, So.) 
S Bradley Njoku (6-1, 202, Jr.) 

S Trey Williams (6-2, 206, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Jace Johnson (6-0, 180, Fr.) 
P Austin Rehkow (6-3, 195, Fr.) 


IDAHO 
THKDAIS 


Developing a running game will be 
acritical part of bringing the offense 
to life at Idaho. Last year, while 
struggling through a 1-11 campaign, 
the Vandals generated just 90.5 
rushing yards a game. Even though 
they threw for 225 a contest, the lack 
of balance had a direct impact on the 
overall efficiency. 

A good place for a ground game 
to start is with experience up front. 
Guys such as center Mike Marboe 
and guards Spencer Beale and Dallas 
Sandberg are the nucleus of what 
could be an effective and productive 
offensive line. Jerrel Brown, ajunior- 
college transfer in his first season 
with the program, is expected to carry 
most of the load at running back. 

First-year head coach Paul Petrino 
will be grooming quarterback Taylor 
Davis for the challenge ahead. The 
senior started just one game last year. 
He completed 38 of 70 passes for 330 
yards, three touchdowns and four 
interceptions in limited appearances. 
Veteran receivers Najee Lovett (50 
receptions, 548 yards, 6 TDs) and 
Jahrie Level (46, 538, 2) will help 
Davis with the transition. 

The top six tacklers from last 
year’s Idaho team are gone. The 
Vandals gave up 197 yards a game 
rushing and 275 passing a year 
ago, so there is plenty of room for 
improvement. 

Safety Bradley Njoku is the top 
returning tackler with 43 total 
stops. Linebacker Matthew Willis 
had 36 tackles, as did cornerback 
Solomon Dixon, who also had three 
interceptions. Njoku and Dixon will 
be called on to supply a measure of 
stability to the Vandal secondary. 
The strength of the Idaho defense 
will have to be the line. End Vince 
Keener and tackle Jesse Davis should 
be the anchors of the trench crew 
with plenty of experience. Developing 
battle-tested linebackers will be a 
challenge. Willis and juco transfers 
Marc Millan and Eric Tuipulotu will 
need to grow into prominent roles in 
ahurry. 

Petrino is charged with putting the 
program on firm ground as it moves 
to the Sun Belt Conference. 

—Al Lesar 


MEW MEXICO STATE 


2013 SCHEDULE 

A.31 @TEXAS 
S.7 Minnesota 
S.14 UTEP 
S.21 UCLA 
$.28 San Diego State 
0.5 @NEW MEXICO 
0.19 Rice 
0.26 Abilene Christian 
N.2 @LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 
NO Boston College 
N.23 @FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
N.30 Idaho 
COACH 

Doug Martin 

First year 

Career record: 29-53 

Offensive coordinator: 

Gregg Brandon (first year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

David Elson (first year) 

FAST FACTS 


2012 RECORD: 1-11 

Stadium: Aggie Memorial Stadium 
(30,343) 

Tickets: 575-646-1620 

Site: Las Cruces, N.M. 

Online: nmstatesports.com 
Twitter: @NMStateAggies 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Andrew Manley (6-3, 225, Jr.) 
RB_ Germi Morrison (6-0, 195, Sr.) 
LT Davonte Wallace (6-4, 272, Sr.) 
LG Isaiah Folasa (6-3, 335, Fr.) 

C Valerian Ume-Ezeoke (6-2, 285, Jr.) 
RG Andy Cunningham (6-4, 300, So.) 
RT Dada Richards (6-3, 315, Jr.) 

TE Perris Scoggins (6-3, 250, Sr.) 
WR Austin Franklin (6-2, 175, So.) 
WR _Jerrel Brown (6-0, 180, Sr.) 

WR Joseph Matthews (6-2, 190, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

RE Kalvin Cruz (6-2, 275, Sr.) 

NT Matt Ramondo (6-4, 320, So.) 
DT Stephen Meredith (6-4, 240, Sr.) 
LE KevinLaudermill (6-2, 295, Sr.) 
OLB Bryan Bonilla (6-1, 217, Sr.) 

MLB Clint Bamard (6-2, 215, So.) 
OLB Trashaun Nixon (6-1, 225, Sr.) 
CB Samuel Oyenuga (5-11, 180, So.) 
CB Darien Johnson (5-9, 180, Sr.) 
FS Justin Smith (6-2, 200, Sr.) 

SS Davis Cazares (5-11, 190, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Maxwell Johnson (5-10, 185, Jr.) 
P  CayleChapman-Brown (6-5, 230, Jr.) 


NEW MEXICO ST. 
AGGIES 


Putting more points on the board 
will be Doug Martin’s mandate in 
his first year as head coach at New 
Mexico State. 

Martin, offensive coordinator at 
Boston College last year and with 
the Aggies in 2011, will have seven 
starters back from last year’s offense 
that generated 335.3 yards and 18.7 
points per game. 

What helps is an offensive line 
with veterans Davonte Wallace and 
Dada Richards at tackles and center 
Valerian Ume-Ezeoke. 

Quarterback Andrew Manley 
threw for 2,764 yards (207-for-384) 
and 18 touchdowns as a sophomore 
ayear ago. He'll have running back 
Germi Morrison (159 rushes, 767 
yards) and receivers Austin Franklin 
(74 receptions, 1,245 yards, 9 TDs) 
and Joseph Matthews (133 receiving 
yards) around him with experience. 

The good news: Three of the top 
four tacklers from last season are 
back. The bad news: It was a New 
Mexico State defense that yielded 
476.2 yards and 39.4 points a game. 

One glaring area of concern is the 
second quarter. The Aggies were 
outscored 161-63 in the period before 
intermission. 

Martin and his staff will need to 
develop the athletes on defense. Six 
defenders, two on each of the three 
levels, are back with experience. 

Strong safety Davis Cazares led 
the Aggies with 116 total tackles in 
2012. Outside linebacker Trashaun 
Nixon was second on the team in 
stops with 96, including 9.5 for lost 
yardage and three sacks. Bryan 
Bonilla, another outside linebacker, 
had 78 tackles. Ends Kalvin Cruz 
and Kevin Laudermill are the 
anchors of the line, while Darien 
Johnson has been through the fire at 
cornerback. 

Martin’s tenure in Las Cruces 
begins in the shadow ofan 11-game 
losing streak. After a season-opening 
win over Sacramento State, the 
Aggies were forced to deal with 
plenty of frustration. A challenging 
schedule features early road games 
against Texas and UCLA, then home 
contests with Minnesota and Boston 
College. —Al Lesar 
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North Dakota Stata 
Georgia Southern 
Montana State 
Eastern Washington 
Appalachian State 
Sam Houston State 
Villanava 

South Dakota State 
Hlinois State 

Old Dominion 
Central Arkansas 
Northern lowa 
Towson 

Montana 

Richmond 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
Northern Arizona 
Stany Brook 
Eastern Iilingis 

20 Chattanooga 

21 Cal Poly 

22 New Hampshire 
Colgate 

24 Sacramento State 
25 Bethune-Cookman 
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Order at the top 


Some FCS powers have left—or are in the process of 
leaving—for the FBS, but North Dakota State is staying 
put and set to dominate again. 


By Mike Sorensen The Deseret News (Salt Lake City) 


After two back-to-back national champi- 
onships, North Dakota State is in position for 
an historic season in 2013, as the Bison try to 
become just the second FCS program to win 
three consecutive titles. 

Several top players return for coach Craig 
Bohl, including quarterback Brock Jensen, 
1,000-yard rushers Sam Ojuri and John 
Crockett and cornerback Marcus Williams. 

Sam Houston State, which has lost the 
past two title games, will again be one of 
NDSU's top challengers, along with Big 
Sky teams Montana State and Eastern 
Washington. 

Away from the field, the landscape is 
ever-evolving in FCS, which underwent some 
notable changes in the offseason: 


Like the Football Bowl Subdivision, the 
FCS has been playing its own game of musical 
chairs in recent years, and two longtime FCS 
powers are leaving their brothers behind and 
moving up to join the FBS after this season. 

Georgia Southern, which has won more 
national championships (6) than any other 
FCS school, and Appalachian State (3) are 
moving to the Sun Belt Conference in 2014. 
They'll still play in the FCS this season, but 
they won't be eligible for the playoffs. 

Old Dominion, which has been an FCS pro- 
gram for just four seasons, will join Conference 
USA in 2014 after a transitional year playing 
as an FCS independent in 2013. Charlotte will 
also compete as an independent for the next 
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OFFENSE 3 > Taylor Heinicke, 08, Old Dominion 
DEFENSE =» Marcus Williams. 8. North Dakota State 
NEWCOMER > Bryan Bennett, 08, Southeastern Louisiana 


two seasons before moving to FBS in 2015. 

In the last couple of years, other FCS 
schools that have moved on to the FBS 
include South Alabama, Georgia State, 
Texas State, Massachusetts and Texas-San 
Antonio. 


Changes within the FCS include Albany 
(which was in the NEC) and Stony Brook 
(formerly Big South) moving to the Colonial. 
The Pioneer League, a disparate group of 
12 schools in nine states stretching from 
California to New York to Florida, will get an 
automatic berth in the expanded FCS playoffs 
for the first time this year. Drake, Butler and 
San Diego tied for first last year and will be 
among the teams to beat this season. 


The FCS playoffs will include 24 teams, 
up from the 20-team format that has been 
used since 2010. Eight schools will get byes 
and await the winners of games between the 
16 other teams. 


Two FCS conferences—the lvy League 
and Southwestern Athletic Conference 
(SWAC)—traditionally haven't sent teams to 
the playoffs, which remains the case for this 
season. 


JENSEN: TONY GUTIERREZ / AP 
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Balance of Sky’s 
power shifts across 
state of Montana 


By Mike Sorensen 
The Deseret News 
(Salt Lake City) 


For the past two decades, 
Missoula, Mont., has been 
the heart of Big Sky football. 

The Montana Grizzlies have 
dominated the league with 16 
titles from 1993 to 2011, including 
12 ina row. Along the way, 

the Griz have played in seven 
national championship games 
and won a pair of FCS titles. 

Now it appears the epicenter 
of the league might be moving 
200 miles east to Bozeman, 
where Montana State has turned 
into a national contender. 


MONTANA STATE: The 
Bobcats have gone 7-1 in league 
play each of the past three 
seasons, winning a share of the 
Big Sky title every time. This 
year they hope to make it further 
than the FCS quarterfinals, 
where they've been eliminated 
the past two seasons. Two- 
time Big Sky MVP DeNarius 
McGhee is back at quarterback 
and will add to his phenomenal 
three-year total of 9,116 passing 
yards and 71 touchdowns. The 
Bobcats also return their top 
running back, Cody Kirk (841 
yards, 13 TDs), and their top 
receiver, Tanner Bleskin (928 
yards receiving). 


EASTERN WASHINGTON: 
After tying for the regular- 
season title, Eastern 
Washington made it to the FCS 
semifinals, where the Eagles 

lost to Sam Houston State 45-42 
after trailing 35-0 at halftime. 
Sophomore Vernon Adams split 
time with Kyle Padron at QB last 
season, but the job is all Adams’ 
now that Padron has chosen 

to forgo his senior season and 
enter the NFL Draft. Adams was 


a Freshman All-American last 
season but won't have his top 
three receivers from a year ago. 
Top returnees on defense 
include two All-Americans in LB 
Ronnie Hamlin and CB TJ. Lee. 


MONTANA: While dealing 
with a host of off-the-field 
distractions last year, the 
Grizzlies had their first losing 
season since 1985. Coach Robin 
Pflugrad was fired before 

the season, and quarterback 
Jordan Johnson sat out the year 
because ofa rape charge but was 
reinstated after being acquitted 
in March. He'll have competition 
at the position, though. With 10 
starters returning on defense, 
led by first-team all-conference 
LB Jordan Tripp, the Grizzlies 
could contend for another title if 
the offense comes around. 


NORTHERN ARIZONA: 
The Lumberjacks were close 

to making the FCS playoffs for 
the first time in almost a decade 
but lost their final two games at 
home and finished 8-3. They are 
poised for another run in 2013 
behind senior running back 
Zach Bauman, who finished 
second in the league with 1,182 
rushing yards in 2012. 


CAL POLY: Last season, 

the Mustangs set a Big Sky 
rushing record with a total of 
nearly 4,000 yards, but they 
lost a significant portion of that 
production with the departure 
of Deonte Williams, the league’s 
leading rusher in 2012, and 

QB Andre Broadous. Kristaan 
Ivory, who rushed for 728 yards 
and eight touchdowns in 2012, 
will take over for Williams. 


SACRAMENTO STATE: 
The Hornets have defeated a 
Pac-12 school each of the past 
two seasons (Oregon State in 
2011 and Colorado in 2012) and 
will try for the trifecta against 
Arizona State Sept. 5. The 
Hornets return quarterback 


bigskyconf.com 


TOP PLAYERS 


OFFENSE 
DEFENSE => Jordan Tripp, Sr. LB, Mantana 


Garrett Safron as well as leading 
rusher Ezekiel Graham and top 
receiver Morris Norrise. 


SOUTHERN UTAH: The 
team has been carried by QB 
Brad Sorensen for three years 
but is hopeful Aaron Cantu, a 
heralded juco transfer, can fill 
his shoes. The top four receivers 
are all back, led by Fatu Moala. 
Linebacker Zak Browning, the 
league’s Top Newcomer last 
year, is back to lead the defense. 


NORTHERN COLORADO: 
The Bears had their best Big Sky 
season with a 4-4 league mark 
and 5-6 overall record in 2012. 
Linebacker Clarence Bumpas 
leads the defense along with 

end Devontae Chapple, while 
quarterback Seth Lobato is back 
to join running back Tromaine 
Dennis and wideout Jace Davis. 


WEBER STATE: A 2-9 season 
doesn’t usually result in a new 


three-year contract, but that’s 
what Weber State coach Jody 
Sears got after filling in at the 
last minute for John L. Smith 
when he bolted for Arkansas. 
Sears will count on linebacker 
Anthony Morales, the league 
leader in tackles, and second- 
team All-Big Sky running back 
Bo Bolen. 

NORTH DAKOTA: North 
Dakota had a decent first season 
in the Big Sky, going 3-5 in 
league play and 5-6 overall. The 
Fighting Sioux return All- 
America return specialist Greg 
Hardin and wideout Jameer 
Jackson, who was on the Jerry 
Rice Award watch list. 


PORTLAND STATE: After 
a solid season in 2011, Portland 


Follow Sporting News on Twitter @sportingnews 


> DeNarivs McGhee, Sr.. 0B. Montana State 


NEWCOMER > Aaron Cantu, Jr. OB. Southern Utah 


GAME TO WATCH 


NOV. Montane St. at Eastern Wash 


This late-season grudge match could decide the 
Big Sky title. The Babeats will be out ta avenge last 
year's 27-24 home loss that kept them from an 
outright conference championship 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 


1 > Montana State 

2+ Eastern Washington 
3> Montana 

4> Northern Arizona 
5 > Cal Poly 

G> Sacramento State 
7 > Southern Utah 

8 > Northern Colorado 
§S> Weber State 

10> North Dakota 

11> Portland State 
12> UC Davis 

13> Idaho State 


State fell to 3-8 last year. 
Quarterback Kieran MeDonagh 
and running back D.J. Adams, 
who had nearly 1,000 rushing 
yards after transferring from 
Maryland, return, as do five 
starters on defense. 


UC DAVIS: The Aggies, who 
found the going tough in their 
first year in the Big Sky (3-5 
league record), start a new 

era with veteran Cal assistant 
Ron Gould taking over. Gould 
will have an experienced 
quarterback in Randy Wright 
back along with a defensive 
anchor in end Nick King. 


IDAHO STATE: The team 

is still in the rebuilding mode 
under Mike Kramer, who has 
also coached at Montana State 
and Eastern Washington, The 
Bengals, who had a Freshman 
All-America defensive back in 
Taison Manu last season, should 
at least surpass 2012’s one-win 
campaign. 
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Give the Big South 
Liberty or giveit... 
Chanticleers after 
Stony Brook’s exit 


By Chris Lang 
The News & Advance 
(Lynchburg, Va.) 


Stony Brook’s reign as the 
Big South’s powerhouse—it 
had won at least a share of four 
straight titles—is over, but only 
because the Seawolves are no 
longer in the league. They join 
the revamped Colonial Athletic 
Association this fall, leaving the 
two teams that often tangled 
with Stony Brook in recent 
seasons to battle for the Big 
South championship. 

Liberty—which appears to 
be on its way out of the league 
after announcing its intentions 
to join the FBS—and Coastal 
Carolina finished in a three- 
way tie with Stony Brook last 
season, and they'll battle for 
the title again this year. Having 
made coaching changes in the 
offseason, Gardner-Webb and 
Charleston Southern will look 
to join them in the race. 


LIBERTY: Quarterback 

Josh Woodrum returns after 
earning Big South Freshman- 
of-the- Year honors in 2012, 
but will he have anyone to 
throw to? The Flames lost top 
wide receivers Pat Kelly, Ryan 
Ferguson and Elliott Dutra and 
tight end Justin Gunn, opening 
the door for Gabe Henderson 
and Darrin Peterson to make 
an impact this season. The 
Flames also have a question 
mark at tailback after leading 
rusher Aldreakis Allen was 
suspended midway through 
the spring for a violation of 
team policy. His status for the 
season is uncertain. Desmond 
Rice and D.J. Abnar are the 
top candidates for playing time 


should Allen not return. 
Second-year coach Turner 
Gill can turn to a loaded 
defensive backfield that 
will return two of the top 
cornerbacks in the league in 
Walt Aikens and Kevin Fogg— 
if Fogg is granted a medical 
redshirt. Fogg, who missed 
much of last season with a foot 
injury, is also a dynamic kick 
returner. Linebackers Nick 
Sigmon and Scott Hyland, who 
combined for 107 tackles last 
year, return to anchor Liberty's 
4-3 defense. 


COASTAL CAROLINA: 
The Chanticleers won a playoff 
game for the first time in 

three appearances, beating 
Bethune-Cookman last year 
before falling in the second 
round to Old Dominion. They'll 
try to build on that in 2013. At 
quarterback, sophomore Alex 
Ross will replace all-conference 
performer Aramis Hillary, and 
he'll have a potent receiving 
threat in Matt Hazel. Quinn 
Backus, who won Big South 
Defensive Player of the Year 

as a sophomore, anchors the 
Chanticleers’ defense, a group 
that should be the team’s 
strength this season. 


CHARLESTON 
SOUTHERN: Former 
Buccaneers assistant Jamey 
Chadwell is replacing Jay Mills, 
who retired last year after 10 
seasons as coach. Chadwell 
inherits a squad that returns 19 
starters from a 2012 team that 
finished 5-6—after going O-11 
in 2011. 

“We want to be a physical 
team, and we want to play fast,” 
Chadwell says. 

He'll look to dual-threat 
quarterback Malcolm Dixon, 
who threw for 1,096 yards and 
ran for 462 as a junior last season, 
to lead the offense. The Bucs 
return their top three tacklers 
but must replace All-America 
cornerback Charles James. 
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TOP PLAYERS 


OFFENSE 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 


1+ Liberty 

2+ Coastal Carolina 
3° Charleston Southern 
4» Gardner-Webb 

S> Presbyterian 

G+ VMI 


> Josh Woodrum, So. 08, Liberty 
DEFENSE == Quinn Backus. Jr., LB, Coastal Carolina 
NEWCOMER = A.J. Sattinger. Fr.. TE. Coastal Carolina 


JOSH WOODRUM - i 


GAME TO WATCH 
OCT. 19 Cozstal Caroling at Liberty 


This game could wind up deciding the league, 
but the Chanticleers will have their work cut out 
for them—they haven't won in Lynchburg since 
2005. We can only hope the game is as exciting as 
that one was. Coastal won in three overtimes, 


GARDNER-WEBB: New 
coach Carroll McCray, a 
Gardner-Webb alum, faces a big 
challenge in breathing life into 
a Runnin’ Bulldogs program 
that has slipped into mediocrity. 
The team has finished with a 
losing record five of the past six 
seasons and faces a tough early 
schedule in 2013. 

McCray, who is installing 
new systems on offense and 
defense, has some pieces to 
work with on offense; third- 
year starter Lucas Beatty brings 
experience at quarterback, 
and Juanne Blount provides a 
bruising presence at running 
back. Gardner-Webb has 
questions along the offensive 
line, where three of five starters 
are gone. But on defense, all but 
two starters return. 


PRESBYTERIAN: Coach 
Harold Nichols expected better 
things out of Presbyterian last 
season in its first campaign 

as a full Division I member, 
but defensive struggles led 

to a season-ending six-game 
losing streak. The team’s only 
victories came against Division 
2 Brevard and nonscholarship 
FCS program Davidson. 
Presbyterian allowed at least 
56 points to five different 
opponents and allowed more 
than 500 yards per game. 

New defensive coordinator 
Tommy Spangler, who was 
Presbyterian’s head coach 
from 2001-06, will be charged 


with turning that unit around. 
He spent the last six seasons 
as Louisiana Tech’s defensive 
coordinator. 

Eight starters return on 
defense, including linebackers 
Donelle Williams and L,J. 
Perry, who finished 1-2 on the 
team in tackles last year. 

On offense, the Blue Hose 
must choose between Kaleb 
Griffin and Tamyn Garrick at 
quarterback. They alternated 
starts last season as redshirt 
freshmen. Tailback Demarcus 
Rouse returns, but the Blue 
Hose lost top receivers 
Anderico Bailey and Michael 
Ruff. 


VMI: Establishing any sort of 
traction in Lexington, Va., has 
been tough for coach Sparky 
Woods, who enters his sixth 
season with a 13-42 record. 
Offense has been a major issue 
since Woods switched from an 
option-based attack to a pro- 
style system. VMI has scored 
fewer than 200 points in each of 
the last three seasons. 

The Keydets do have a senior 
quarterback to lead the way this 
season in Eric Kordenbrock. 
Four starters on the offensive 
line return as well. 

Defensively, the Keydets 
lose defensive linemen Shawn 
Chapman and Charlie Jones, 
but every other starter returns, 
including linebacker Weston 
Reber, who led the team in 2012 
with 87 tackles. 
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By John O’Connor 
Richmond Times-Dispatch 


Two schools are gone. Two 
more have joined. One other that 
was on its way out has hada 
change of heart. 

Stony Brook and Albany 
have joined the Colonial Athletic 
Association as football members 
following the departures of Old 
Dominion and Georgia State, 
which left to join FBS conferences. 
Rhode Island had announced that 
it was headed to the Northeast 
Conference, starting in 2013, but 
with the increased New England 
representation created by the 
additions of Stony Brook and 
Albany, URI decided to remain a 
member of the CAA. 

Stony Brook, which captured 
at least a share of the last four Big 
South Conference championships 
and has made back-to-back 
appearances in the FCS playoffs, 
could be a factor in the league 
race. Albany isn’t expected to bea 
contender in 2013. The teams join 
a league trying to reestablish itself 
as the FCS’ finest. The CAA sent 
four or five teams to the playoffs 
each season from 2009-11, but 
just three last season. 


VILLANOVA: The Wildcats, 
who shared the 2012 CAA 
championship and have been to 
the NCAA playoffs four of the 
past five years, project as the top 
rushing team in a league with 
several good ones, Villanova 
returns the league’s No. 2 ground- 
gainer from 2012 in Kevin 
Monangai (1,210 yards) and also 
features dual-threat quarterback 
John Robertson (1,021 yards 
rushing), who won the 2012 Jerry 
Rice Award as the top freshman 
in the FCS. Joe Price figures to be 
Robertson’s best target. 
Villanova also has quality 
experience on the defensive 
line, a valuable commodity in a 


Rakim Cox were all-conference 
choices on a unit that allowed an 
average of 20.9 points last season. 


TOWSON: After years of 
bottom-feeding, the Tigers won 
the league title outright in 2011 
anda share of it last season. 
Coach Rob Ambrose needs to 
identify a new quarterback, but 
the Tigers are solid elsewhere, 
particularly in the running game. 
Junior Terrance West gained 
2,340 rushing yards and scored 
44 touchdowns in his first two 
seasons, and he'll operate behind 
the league’s most experienced line. 


RICHMOND: Danny Rocco 
brought some stability to the 
head-coaching spot last season, 
and the Spiders responded by 
winning a share of the league 
championship in what looked to 
bea rebuilding year. Seventeen 
starters are back, and the Spiders 
are projected to be one of the few 
CAA contenders that will feature 
the pass. A transfer from Virginia, 
quarterback Michael Strauss, 
started the final four games of 
2012, all Richmond wins. A 
quick impact could be made by 
Sean Fitzpatrick, a tight end who 
transferred from North Carolina 
in January. 


STONY BROOK: An 
indication of how Stony Brook 
might match up in the CAA came 
during the 2012 postseason, 
when the Seawolves eliminated 
Villanova. Doing major damage 
in that game was running back 
Marcus Coker, an Iowa transfer 
who is the primary reason 
Stony Brook is viewed asa CAA 
contender. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE: 

The Wildcats have made 

nine consecutive trips to the 
playoffs and are set up for more 
success, with two experienced 
quarterbacks ready to run coach 


TOP PLAYERS 
OFFENSE 


NEWCOMER > Will Tye, Jr. TE. Stony Brook 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 


1> Villanova 

2> Towson 

3? Richmond 

4> Stony Brook 

5S > New Hampshire 
G+ James Madison 
7> Maine 

B> Albany 

§> Delaware 

10> William and Mary 
Mi> Rhode Island 


i > Marcus Coker, Sr. RB, Stony Brook 
DEFENSE > Stephon Robertson, Sr. LB. James Madison 


MARCUSCOKER 


GAME TO WATCH 
OCT. (2 Villanova st Towson 


Ina game that could decide the conference 
title, Villanova will bring the CAA's top defensive 
line and Towson figures to have the league's best 
offensive line, The Wildcats won four ina row inthe 
series fram 2007-10, but the Tigers have taken the 
past two, last season's by a score of 49-35, 


Sean McDonnell's system. Andy 
Vailas and Sean Goldrich, who 
split time last season, havea 
1,000-yard receiver in RJ. 
Harris. Nico Steriti rushed for 963 
yards in 2012 and returns behind 
an experienced line. 


JAMES MADISON: The 
Dukes’ defense, typically one 

of the league’s best, needs some 
offensive support. Coach Mickey 
Matthews addressed that by 
bringing in a pair of former 
Virginia Tech assistants: new 
coordinator Mike O’Cain and line 
coach Curt Newsome. They'll 
guide sophomore QB Michael 
Birdsong, who became the 
Dukes’ starter late last season, 
and versatile senior tailback 
Dae’Quan Scott, JMU’s primary 
offensive weapon. The defense 
should remain strong with 
linebacker Stephon Robertson, 
the 2012 CAA Defensive Player of 
the Year. 


MAINE: Senior Marcus 
Wasilewski is the top returning 
passer in the CAA after 

throwing for 2,364 yards and 21 
touchdowns last season, but the 
Black Bears need him to cut down 
on his interceptions (11). 


ALBANY: The Great Danes lost 
eight players who were all-league 
in the Northeast Conference, 

and that will be felt primarily on 
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defense. In particular, Albany's 
run-stopping ability, which 

was a strength in 2012, is in 
question with the loss of quality 
linebackers. 


DELAWARE: Former Rutgers 
offensive coordinator Dave Brock 
has taken over head-coaching 
duties in Newark and will aim 

to get Delaware back to the 
playoffs after a two-year absence. 
Ten starters return on offense, 
including running back Andrew 
Pierce, who has gained 3,637 
rushing yards in three seasons. 


WILLIAM & MARY: Once 
among the league’s most 
consistent and productive 

teams on offense, William & 
Mary slipped the past couple 

of seasons because of injuries 

at quarterback. The Tribe 
entered spring practices witha 
competition at the position for the 
fourth consecutive year. Standout 
linebackers Luke Rhodes and 
Airek Green will support a 
defensive line that welcomes four 
returning starters. 


RHODE ISLAND: The Rams 
hope to rise from an O-1] season 
with new blood. Of the 20 players 
brought in by URI, 10 are at least 
one year removed from high 
school. Transfer Jawaun Wynn, a 
receiver from Rutgers, is expected 
to make an instant impact. 


IVY IVYLEAGUE 
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League title is 
Penn’s to lose, but 
solid challengers 
will test Quakers 


By Andy Jasner 
SN Correspondent 


Last season, Penn won its 
third outright Ivy League title in 
four years, a feat no other team 
has accomplished since Yale in 
the late 70s and early ’8Os but 
Penn has done twice this decade. 
And with eight returning 
All-Ivy performers, including 
a pair of first-team players, the 
Quakers are in good position to 
win it again in 2013. Harvard, 
Princeton and Dartmouth will 
have solid teams and could 
challenge for the crown, but the 
title is Penn’s to lose. 


PENN: In 2012, the Quakers 
suffered a litany of injuries, 
turned the ball over too often 
and started 2-4. And the 
Quakers still won the Ivy 
League. This season, Penn is 
healthy and hungry for another 
title. Coach Al Bagnoli, the 
winningest active coach in the 
FCS, enters his 22nd season with 
107 Ivy League wins and will 
add considerably to that total 

in 2013. His team will be led on 
offense by running backs Lyle 
Marsh and Brandon Colavita. 
Senior offensive lineman 
Christopher Bush, a 2012 
second-team All-Ivy League 
selection, will help pave the way 
for them. 

On defense, senior defensive 
back Sebastian Jaskowski 
returns after a stellar 2012 in 
which he had 72 tackles, tops 
on the team and fifth in the Ivy 
League. 


HARVARD: In 2012, the 
Crimson placed 10 players on 
the first-team All-Ivy. In 2013, 
only four of those players return, 
including tight end Cam Brate, 


www.ivyleaguesports.com 


who is back after starting all 

10 games a season ago and 
compiling 41 receptions for 

592 yards and six touchdowns. 
With the loss of so many key 
players—including first-team 
all-conference QB Colton 
Chapple—Brate will need to step 
in and take more ofa leadership 
role on this new-look team. On 
defense, that will fall to fifth-year 
senior linebacker Joshua Boyd, 
who has been named captain of 
this 140th edition of Harvard 
football. Boyd, who led the team 
with 67 tackles in 2012, was a 
unanimous first-team All-Ivy 
selection last season. 


PRINCETON: The Tigers 
made major strides last season, 
going 5-5 overall and 4-3 in 

the Ivy League after 1-9 and 

1-6 marks in 2011. The hope is 
that the confidence will carry 
over into this season, but the 
Tigers have question marks in 
several areas. There were losses 
at virtually every position, and 
depth will be an issue. There 

is talent, though. Senior wide 
receiver Roman Wilson and 
junior offensive lineman Spenser 
Huston are back. Both players 
were All-Ivy second-team 
picks last season. On defense, 
sophomore defensive back 
Anthony Gaffney was a first- 
team selection. 


DARTMOUTH: The Big Green 
have themselves a quarterback 
competition. Sophomore Dalyn 
Williams took over for injured 
Alex Park, went 2-1as a starter 
and became the first Dartmouth 
player in 10 years to be named 
the Ivy League's top freshman. 
This season, Park, a junior, is 
back and healthy. Regardless of 
the quarterback, Dartmouth has 
to be considered a sleeper in the 
league, especially considering 
the quality amount of young 
players on its roster. 


BROWN: The Bears won 
seven games in 2012, including 


2013 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 


1 > Penn 

2* Harvard 
3? Princeton 
4> Dartmouth 
§S> Brown 
G> Cornell 

7 > Columbia 
8 Yale 


In 2012, the Quakers earned their IGth Ivy 
League title with astirring 30-21 victory on Senior 
Day at Franklin Field. Watching Penn celebrate has 
to be etched in Harvard's memory. The teams are 
expected to be the top contenders for the leaque 
championship in 2013, so this late-season matchup 
should contain plenty of drama 


TOP PLAYERS 


OFFENSE => Lyle Marsh, Sr. RB. Penn 
DEFENSE => ZachHodges, Jr., DE, Harvard 
NEWCOMER > Skylar Dennerlein, Fr., OL, Penn 


their last three of the season. 
Quarterback Patrick Donnelly 
threw for 690 yards and 

seven touchdowns with one 
interception while running for 
98 yards and two TDs in those 
games, and the team is hoping 
he can pick up where he left off. 
But the Bears will be a much 
different team in 2013—they lost 
four All-Ivy first-team players. 
On defense, senior end Michael 
Yules, a second-team selection, 
will lead the way. 


CORNELL: First-year coach 
David Archer has his work cut 
out for him. The Big Red have 
talent, but they're incredibly 
young. Sophomores Luke Hagy 
and Zach Wilk will anchor the 
offense. Hagy, the team’s leading 
rusher in 2012, was one of 20 
finalists for the Jerry Rice award, 
given annually to the FCS’ top 
freshman player. In six starts at 
center, Wilk developed into the 
anchor of the offensive line. 


COLUMBIA: In 2012, the 
Lions scored just 145 points in 
their 10 games and wound up 
with a 3-7 record. First-team 
All-Ivy running back Marcorus 
Garrett rushed for 957 yards, 
the third-highest total in 
Columbia history and the most 
since 2011, but if Columbia is 
going to improve its record, he 
needs to elevate his game even 
further asa senior. That will be 
a tough task considering he'll be 
working with a new quarterback 
and the team has plenty of holes 
on the offensive line. 


YALE: It’s likely to be 
another frustrating season 
for the Bulldogs, who won 
one Ivy League game in 2012 
and dropped their final four 
games of the season. There 

is some talent: Captain Beau 
Palin moved from tight end 
to defensive end and finished 
second on the team with five 
sacks, All-purpose back Tyler 
Varga was named first-team 
All-Ivy. But there just isn’t 
enough talent from top to 
bottom to think that Yale can 
challenge the league’s better 
teams. 
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Expect B-CC to keep 
its dominance intact 


By Lut Williams 
Black College Sports Page 


In the MEAC, it has been one 
new coach after another, and 
those new coaches are leading 
their teams to great things. 

In 2012, Bethune-Cookman 
won its second title in three 
years under Brian Jenkins. 
Howard, North Carolina A&T, 
North Carolina Central and 
Delaware State finished in 
the top half of the league with 
second-year coaches at the helm. 

Earl Holmes at Florida A&M 
and Ray Petty, an interim 
retread at Howard, are the new 
faces on the sidelines in 2013. 

The big question is whether 
veteran coaches at South Carolina 
State, Norfolk State, Hampton 
and Morgan State can reverse the 
trend and get their teams back in 
the championship mix. 


BETHUNE-COOKMAN: 
The Wildcats are the clear 
favorites to win the league title, 
which would be their third in 
four years. But coach Brian 
Jenkins also wants to break the 
conference's FCS playoff losing 
streak, which goes back to 1999. 
Toward that goal, he has added 
new recruits and promised 
competition at all positions. 
Thousand-yard rusher 
Isidore Jackson, MEAC 
passing-efficiency leader 
Quentin Williams (1,173 passing 
yards, 11 TDs) and league 
Offensive Lineman of the Year 
Terrance Hackney return to the 
league’s top offense. All-MEAC 
first-teamers Jarkevis Fields, 
LeBrandon Richardson and Nick 
Addison are the featured players 
ona defense that had a league- 
best plus-18 turnover margin. 


HOWARD: Gary Harrell built 
Howard into a contender in just 
two seasons but is taking a leave 


of absence in 2013 for personal 
reasons. Defensive coordinator 
and former Howard head coach 
Ray Petty will run the team 

in the interim. Replacing four 
starters on the offensive line 
will be key to maintaining the 
league’s second-ranked rushing 
attack (221.5 yards per game) 
and creating opportunities for 
quarterback Greg McGhee. 
AIl-MEAC strong safety Julien 
David and tackle Damon 
Gresham-Chisholm, the 2012 
Rookie of the Year, anchor the 
defense. 


N.C. A&T: The Aggies were 
barred from spring practice 

by NCAA sanctions due to 
Academic Progress Rate 
failures, but the postseason ban 
has been lifted. The Aggies will 
rely on their league-leading 
defense, keyed by defensive back 
D’Vonte Graham and linebacker 
D’Vonte Grant. 


N.C. CENTRAL: Quarterback 
Jordan Reid returns, but he does 
so without playmaking running 
back Arthur Goforth and receiver 
Geovonie Irvine. Andre Clarke (9 
TDs in 2012) will get the first shot 
at replacing Goforth, and Idreis 
Augustus (429 rushing yards) 
could step in for Irvine. The 
offensive line returns intact. 
Several starters have to be 
replaced on defense. Middle 
linebacker Tazmon Foster, 
safety Ryan Smith and corner Ty 
Brown are among the holdovers. 


FLORIDA A&M: Junior 
Damien Fleming (2,157 yards, 16 
TDs in 2012) is the league’s top 
returning quarterback, and he'll 
have wide receiver Lenworth 
Lennon (71 receptions for 699 
yards and 4 TDs) and running 
back James Owens (341 yards 
and 5 TDs rushing) to lean on. 
Junior-college transfer Lemond 
Buice, the team’s top recruit, 
should make an immediate 
impact at running back. 

On defense, expect new 


TOP PLAYERS 


OFFENSE => Damien Fleming. Jr.. 08. Florida AGM 
DEFENSE = > Lynden Trail, Jr, LB/DE, Norfolk State 
NEWCOMER > Lemond Buice. Jr. RB, Florida AGM 


coach Earl Holmes to employ 
amore aggressive philosophy. 
Having Jonathan Pillow and 
Devan Roberts in the secondary 
and Mike Ducre and Brandon 
Denmark at linebacker should 
make the transition easier. 


DELAWARE STATE: 

The short passing offense at 
Delaware State likely departed 
with quarterback Nick Elko, 
last year’s MEAC Player of the 
Year. Junior-college transfer 
Cory Murphy and redshirt 
freshman Esayah Obado, who 
are competing to replace Elko, 
are athletic but don’t have Elko’s 
passing skills. Dae Hon Cheung 
and Malcolm Williams team 
with bulldozer Nagee Jackson 
(7 rushing TDs as a freshman in 
2012) in the backfield and will 
run behind All-MEAC tackle 
Brandon Cunningham. 

On defense, the Hornets 
return four All- MEAC 
defenders in safeties Davon 
Moore and Terrick Colston, 
tackle Rodney Gunter and 
linebacker Ernest Adjei. 


S.C. STATE: The Bulldogs will 
be looking for more consistency 
from quarterback Richard Cue 
and more production from backs 
Julius Pendergrass and Charles 
Brown to rebound from the 
program’s first losing season 

in 12 years. On defense, Joe 
Thomas returns from injury and 
teams with Justin Hughes, Alex 
Glover and Andrew Carter to 
forma solid front seven. 


NORFOLK STATE: Special- 
teams miscues and a lackluster 
offense doomed Norfolk State 
toa ninth-place MEAC finish in 
2012. The defense, which ranked 
third in the FCS in yards allowed 


DAMIEN FLEMING, 
— FLORIDAARM 


GAME TO WATCH 


a ABM ( 


The traditional season-ending Florida Classic 
between these two in-state rivals at the Citrus 
Baw! always has title implications. 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 

1> Bethune-Cookman 

Ze Howard 
3° North Carolina AST 
4+ North Carolina Central — 
5 Florida AGM 

B> Delaware State — — 
7> South Carolina State 


®> NorfolkState = 
S> Hampton 
10> Morgan State x 


11> Savannah State 
ee 


per game, remains solid, led by 
linebackers Lynden Trail and 
George Riddick. 


HAMPTON: Fifth-year head 
coach Donovan Rose is on the 
hot seat. The Pirates have to 
clean up a league-worst minus- 
19 turnover margin. 


MORGAN STATE: The 
uncertainty surrounding coach 
Donald Hill-Eley’s status has 
led to turmoil in this program. 
Linebacker Elandon Roberts, a 
finalist for the Jerry Rice Award 
in 2012, transferred to Houston 
during the offseason, and many 
recruits were driven away. But the 
defense does return All-MEAC 
defensive back Joseph Rankin. 


SAVANNAH STATE: 
Fourth-year starting 
quarterback Antonio Bostick 
returns, along with top receivers 
Simon Heyward and Dylan 
Cook and running backs 
Sheldon Barnes and Alex 
Simmons. Cornerback John 
Wilson and linebacker Wayne 
Burden are good enough to earn 
all-conference honors. 
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FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 


Bison have what 

it takes to win the 
Valley—and a third 
straight NCAA title 


By Randy Reinhardt 
The Pantagraph 
(Bloomington, Ill.) 


North Dakota State won its 
second straight FCS title last 
season and somehow returns 
nine starters on both offense 
and defense. That foundation 
not only gives coach Craig Bohl 
the overwhelming favorite to 
claim another Missouri Valley 
Football Conference crown, but 
it establishes the Bison as the 
team to beat nationwide. 

That doesn’t mean the 
Valley is devoid of other 
quality teams. Illinois State 
and South Dakota State are 
gunning for a repeat trip to the 
playoffs, while Northern Iowa, 
Youngstown State, Indiana 
State and Southern Illinois all 
fared well enough in 2012 to 
harbor reasonable expectations 
of an upper-division finish in 
the 10-team league. 


NORTH DAKOTA STATE: 
The Bison welcome back 
a seasoned signal-caller in 
senior Brock Jensen and a 
pair of 1,000-yard rushers in 
Sam Ojuri and John Crockett. 
Receivers Ryan Smith and 
Zach Vraa, who combined for 
93 catches last season, are back 
as well, and tackle Billy Turner 
anchors the offensive line. 

The FCS’ top defense of 2012 
returns all three linebackers 
in Grant Olson, Travis Beck 
and Carlton Littlejohn. Marcus 
Williams could well be the 
top cornerback in FCS fora 
defense that will be further 
bolstered by the recovery of 
safety Colten Heagle and tackle 
Leevon Perry from injury. 

The Bison are even loaded 
in special teams with Adam 


Keller (18 field goals) and Ben 
LeCompte (43.2-yard punting 
average) not to mention the 
lethal kick-return ability of 
Smith and Williams. 


SOUTH DAKOTA STATE: 
Junior tailback Zach Zenner, 
who romped to the national 
rushing title with 2,044 yards 
and finished seventh in voting 
for the Walter Payton Award 
last season, returns to lead 
the Jackrabbits’ offense. He'll 
need some help from junior 
quarterback Austin Sumner, 
who must trim his Valley-high 
14 interceptions ofa year ago. 
First-team all-conference tackle 
Bryan Witzmann returns to 
anchor the offensive line. 

The SDSU defense, led 
by lineman Doug Peete and 
linebacker T.J. Lally, is solid. 


ILLINOIS STATE: The 
Redbirds must replace four-year 
quarterback starter and 2012 
Missouri Valley Offensive 
Player of the Year Matt Brown, 
but the addition of Iowa State 
transfer Jared Barnett will help 
soften the blow. Gone as well is 
1,000-yard rusher Darrelynn 
Dunn, but 6-3, 260-pound 
junior-college tailback Collin 
Keoshian was recruited to fill the 
hole. The Redbirds have a solid 
offensive line returning and plan 
to lean on Keoshian and become 
more power-oriented. 

Defensive end Colton 
Underwood finished sixth in 
voting for the Buck Buchanan 
Award, which goes to FCS’ top 
defender, but at linebacker all 
three starters are gone. 


NORTHERN IOWA: 
Quarterback Sawyer 
Kollmorgen was thrown 

into the fire last season but 
emerged all the wiser. He won 
the league honors for Top 
Newcomer and Top Freshman. 
David Johnson is a powerful 
tailback with excellent speed. 
On defense, former Kansas 
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TOP PLAYERS 
OFFENSE => Zach Zenner. dr. RB. South Dakota State 
DEFENSE = > Marcus Williams, Sr, 0B, North Dakota State 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 


1 > North Dakota State 
2 South Dakota State 
3 > Illinois State 

4» Northern lowa 

5 > Indiana State 

G > Youngstown State 
7 > Southern iillincis 

8 > Missouri State 

§> Western Illinois 
10 South Dakota 


NEWCOMER > Jared Barnett, Jr. OB. llinois State 


ZACH ZENNER, SDSUgg 
GAME TO WATCH 


SEPT. 28 North Dakota State at 
South Dakota State 


The “Dakota Marker” game is always a fierce 
battle. but this year the winner will snare a huge 
Missouri Valley victory early in the league slate 
South Dakota State is relieved to have the Bison 
in Brookings after losing twice (once in the 
regular season and once in the playoffs) in Fargo 
last season 


player Jake Farley, the son of 
head coach Mark Farley, is the 
No. 1 returning tackler. 


INDIANA STATE: 
Graduation hit the Sycamores’ 
defense hard: They lost five first 
or second-team all-conference 
players. But former UNLV 
coach Mike Sanford takes over 
as head coach and has brought 
in several potentially impactful 
junior-college transfers. The 
offense will be led by Shakir Bell, 
who rushed for 1,475 yards last 
season, and an experienced line. 


YOUNGSTOWN STATE: 
The Penguins are still smarting 
from four consecutive midseason 
losses that derailed a promising 
2012 campaign. Fourth-year 
starting quarterback Kurt Hess 
will lead the fight to improve on 
last season, and he'll be aided 
by the blocking of exceptional 
lineman Chris Elkins. But the 
Penguins will miss the presence 
of 1,279-yard rusher Jamaine 
Cook. On defense, all the 
linebackers are back, along with 
three starters in the secondary. 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS: The 
Salukis have reason to be excited 
about the offense. They have 
eight starters back, including 
quarterback Kory Faulkner and 
first-team all-conference tight 
end MyCole Pruitt. Southern 


Illinois is deep in the backfield 
with the additions of Georgia 
transfer Ken Malcome and 
Oregon State transfer Malcolm 
Agnew. But on defense, just five 
starters return. 


MISSOURI STATE: After 
an O-6 start, Kierra Harris took 
over at quarterback and led the 
Bears to a 3-2 mark over the 
final five games, and the Bears’ 
no-huddle offense produced 

a 59-reception season from first- 
team all-conference receiver 
Dorian Buford. On defense, the 
secondary has a budding star in 
strong safety Caleb Schaffitzel. 


WESTERN ILLINOIS: Bob 
Nielson takes the coaching reins 
after winning a pair of Division 
II national championships at 
Minnesota-Duluth, and he'll 
have his work cut out for him. 
He inherits a team with a 5-17 
record the past two seasons. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: The 
first season in the Valley was 
a rough one for the Coyotes— 
they went winless in eight 
conference games. But there 
is a bright side: Four of those 
losses came by three points. 
Quarterback Josh Vander 
Maten is a threat running or 
throwing, and Tyler Starr 

is among the league’s elite 
linebackers. 
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Downsized league 
should make 

easy pickings for 
Wagner Seahawks 


By Steve Amedio 
SN correspondent 


The biggest news in the 
Northeast Conference is that 
the league has been downsized. 
Gone are two key programs: 
Albany, which won or shared 
the top spot in the NEC’s final 
standings four times in the past 
six seasons, and traditionally 
solid Monmouth. Albany is 
headed to the Colonial Athletic 
Association, while Monmouth 
will be an independent this year 
before moving to the Big South 
in 2014. 

Seven programs remain, 
but things won't get any easier 
for teams aspiring to move 
into championship contention. 
Wagner is coming off one of the 
best seasons ever by an NEC 
team. The Seahawks won nine 
straight at one point, including 
a playoff victory over No. 24 
Colgate to become the first 
NEC team to win a postseason 
game. Wagner won a share of 
the regular-season conference 
crown a year ago and has 
enough returning to keep the 
title to itselfin 2013. 


WAGNER: If anyone can figure 
out how to replace four-year 
starting quarterback Nick 
Doscher, it’s 2012 FCS Coach of 
the Year Walt Hameline, who 
enters his 33rd season in 2013. 
The plan likely will involve a 
greater reliance on first-team 
all-conference running back 
Dominique Williams, who racked 
up 1,238 yards on the ground last 
season. In spring practice, four 
players auditioned to take over 
for Doscher at quarterback, but 
last year’s primary reserve, senior 
Kramer Berg, is likely to emerge 
as the starter. 


NORTHEAST 


www.northeastconference,org 


With the loss of 27 seniors 
from last year’s team, there is 
likely to be a drop-off, but any 
regression in offensive efficiency 
could be countered by a strong 
defense that has some key 
returnees. The best of those 
are first-team all-conference 
defensive back Jarrett 
Dieudonne (3 interceptions) and 
sophomore lineman Daevonte 
Barnett (3.5 sacks). 


SAINT FRANCIS (PA.): 

It isn’t often that Saint Francis 
gets mentioned as an NEC 
contender, but that’s the case 

this year as the Red Flash have 
achance to improve on last 
season's record, the program's 
best since 1992. To do that, 
though, the team needs to finda 
replacement for do-everything 
quarterback John Kelly, whose 
2012 senior campaign produced 
1,351 passing yards and another 
918 on the ground. That duty 
could fall to sophomore J.J. Paige, 
who has similar dual-threat traits. 
The return of senior running 
back Kyle Harbridge, who missed 
2012 with a knee injury, is also 

a big addition for the Red Flash. 
Harbridge had a spectacular 2011, 
setting school records for rushing 
yards (1,474), all-purpose yards 
(1,950), rushing touchdowns (14) 
and points (90). 


BRYANT: It took Bryant some 
time to get going last season, but 
after an O-6 start the Bulldogs 
went 4-1 down the stretch. 
This year, they'll have to finda 
replacement for Jordan Brown, 
the program’s all-time leading 
rusher, but the offense should 
still be potent. The Bulldogs 
return senior quarterback 
Mike Westerhaus, who last 
season had the program’s first 
2,000-plus-yard season, and 
senior wide receiver Jordan 
Harris, who made 61 catches for 
1,243 yards on his way to being 
named the league’s Offensive 
Player of the Year. 

Bryant also has some defensive 


TOP PLAYERS 


OFFENSE 
DEFENSE > Jeff Covitz. dr.. DE, Bryant 
NEWCOMER > Paul Jones, Jr, 08, Robert Morris 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 
1 > Wagner 

2> Saint Francis (Pa.) 
3 Bryant 

4» Robert Morris 

§S> Central Connecticut State 
G> Duquesne 

7> Sacred Heart 


> Dominique Williams. Sr., RB, Wagner 


DOMINIQUE 
WILLIAMS, 
WAGNER 


GAME TO WATCH 
NOV. 16 Saint Francis (Pa.) at Wagner 


Saint Francis nearly derailed Wagner's title 
hopes last year, but the Seahawks managed to hold 
on for a 3t-24 victory. This year's meeting might 
also decide the NEC champion. 


standouts, including end Jeff 
Covitz, who’s considered by 
many coaches to be the league’s 
best defender, and secondary 
man Jeremy Woodson. 


ROBERT MORRIS: If Robert 
Morris is to better last season’s 
4-7 record, it will be on the 
strength of'a potent offense. The 
key returnees are senior running 
back Evan Taylor (847 rushing 
yards in 2012) and receivers 
Donte Jeter (37 catches, 631 
yards) and Duane Mitchell (27, 
437). Those will be the weapons 
available to the likely starting 
quarterback, Paul Jones, who 
transferred from Penn State. 
Jones was a four-star recruit 

in 2009, but has barely played 
since then. 

Defensively, junior defensive 
back Phil Peckich comes over 
from Pitt and is expected to 
make an immediate impact. 
Robert Morris’ top returning 
defenders are defensive backs 
D,J. Myers and Marcelis Branch, 
the NEC’s Defensive Rookie of 
the Year in 2012. 


CENTRAL CONNECTICUT 
STATE: With the return of 16 
starters froma year ago, CCSU is 
poised for a major improvement 
on its two-win 2012 campaign. 
But it needs to settle its 
quarterback situation: Andrew 
Clements and Nick SanGiacomo 
shared snaps last season. Junior- 
college transfer Tim Morovick is 
also in the mix. 
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Defensively the Blue Devils 
have multiple key returnees, 
including defensive back 
Antwoine Reese and linebacker 
Patrick Atkinson. 


DUQUESNE: The Dukes lost 
each of their final four games 

by seven points or fewer and 
finished with a losing record. 
And now Duquesne must 
replace a three-year starter 

at QB and its all-time leading 
rusher. Still, there are plenty of 
targets returning in experienced 
wide receivers Gianni Carter 
(57 catches for 865 yards last 
season), Sean Brady (51, 619) and 
Noel Oduho (48, 501). Senior 
Marty Mitchell and freshman 
Patrick Dill are the leading 
quarterback candidates, 

On defense, the Dukes have 
one of the best linebackers in 
the league in senior Dorian 
Bell. Another likely standout is 
defensive back Chris Johnson, 
who transferred from Florida 
after playing every game for the 
Gators the past two seasons, 
mostly on special teams. 


SACRED HEART: The 
Pioneers haven't had a winning 
season since 2008, but their 2012 
growing pains (2-9 record) could 
pay offin 2013. They seem set 

to improve defensively witha 
number of key players returning, 
including middle linebacker 
Justin Sexton, and lineman Chaz 
Partosan. Both were second-team 
AIl-NEC picks last year. 
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Look for the Valley 
toberuled by an 
Eastern standard 


By Michael Grant 
The Courier-Journal 
(Louisville, Ky.) 


In the Ohio Valley 
Conference, things can change 
ina hurry. Last year, Eastern 
Illinois went from worst to first. 
Southeast Missouri went from 
last in 2009 to first in 2010. But 
based on what we know now, 
there is no reason not to pick the 
usual suspects for 2013. 

Eastern Illinois will be led 
by acouple of All-America 
candidates. Eastern Kentucky 
loses a lot on offense but has a 
capable quarterback waiting 
to take over. Jacksonville State 
is under new leadership but 
always manages to be a factor in 
the title race. 


EASTERN ILLINOIS: In 

his first season as coach, Dino 
Babers’ high-powered offensive 
philosophy earned great success, 
and the Panthers will look to 
build on that in Year Two. They 
return two Walter Payton Award 
finalists in wide receiver Erik 
Lora and QB Jimmy Garoppolo 
and five starters on offense 
overall. Lora, the reigning OVC 
Player of the Year, set an FCS 
record with 136 receptions in 
2012, and he also had 1,664 yards 
receiving—the fourth most in 
FCS history. Garoppolo seta 
single-season OVC record with 
3,823 yards passing and also had 
31 touchdowns. 

On defense, the Panthers 
return eight starters, including 
all-conference lineman Pat 
Wertz, who was granted a sixth 
year of eligibility. Baylor transfer 
Devante Davis could play a big 
role at linebacker. 


EASTERN KENTUCKY: 
EKU hasn’t forgotten being left 


out of the FCS playoffs last year, 
and coach Dean Hood has said 
that it will be ample motivation 
in 2013. Still, the Colonels lose 
their top passer, rusher and 
receiver, so the offense has a lot 
of work to do. 

The good news is that the heir 
apparent at quarterback appears 
to be ready to step in as the 
starter. Jared McClain, a junior, 
may not be the passer T.J. Pryor 
was, but McClain does bring 
some mobility to the position. 

It'll be running back by 
committee to replace Matt 
Denham: Kansas transfer 
Deshaun Sands, defensive 
convert Zavier Foster, Jeremiah 
Williams (who missed last 
season with a knee injury) and 
redshirt freshman J.J. Jude will 
be in the mix. At wide receiver, 
Ike Ariguzo figures to have an 
expanded role to fill in for the 
departed Tyrone Goard. 

A solid defense returns, led 
by All-OVC linebacker Anthony 
Brown. 


JACKSONVILLE STATE: 
After last season, the Gamecocks 
somewhat surprisingly pulled 
the plug on longtime coach 

Jack Crowe. They will now 

turn to Bill Clark, formerly the 
defensive coordinator at South 
Alabama, and he'll be installing 
new systems on offense and 
defense. On offense, the 
Gamecocks return their leading 
rusher, junior DaMarcus James. 
On defense, Clark will have the 
top two leading tacklers back 
from last season: linebackers 
Rashad Smith and Ben Endress. 


MURRAY STATE: The 
Racers’ chances are going 

to boil down to two things: 

how well quarterback KD 
Humphries plays and how 
much the defense improves. 
Humphries has big cleats to fill; 
Casey Brockman was an All- 
American who set numerous 
OVC records and passed for 
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PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 


1° Eastern Illinois 

2+ Eastern Kentucky 
3> Jacksonville State 
4> Murray State 

§S> Tennessee-Martin 
G> Tennessee Tech 

7 > Southeast Missouri 
®> Tennessee State 
§> Austin Peay 


> ErikLora, Sr.. WR, Eastern Iilinais 
DEFENSE © > Anthony Brown. Sr. LB, Eastern Kentucky 
NEWCOMER > Kevin Anderson. WR, Tennessee-Martin 


GAME TO WATCH 
le Kenlirky at Ees(eed iilinnis 


Eastern Kentucky will be hoping far payback 
after the Panthers came to Richmond last year and 
rolled, 24-7, on their way to the OVE title 


3,729 yards with 28 TDs in his 
final season. Asa true freshman 
last year, Humphries saw action 
in five games, passing for 81 
yards with one touchdown and 
no picks. 

Humphries will benefit from 
having All-America senior 
wide receiver Walter Powell (94 
catches, 1,213 yards and 10 TDs) 
to throw to. 

On defense, the Racers 
finished fourth to last in the 
FCS in points allowed per game 
(41.4) and yards allowed per 
game (513.5). 


TENNESSEE-MARTIN: 
With eight returning starters 

on each side of the ball, the 
Skyhawks could be a threat 

if they find a quarterback. 
Redshirt sophomore Jarod Neal 
is the favorite to take over for 
the departed Derek Carr, but 
whoever wins the job will throw 
early and often to Jeremy Butler 
(51 catches, 750 yards, 10 TDs in 
2012) and Arizona State transfer 
Kevin Anderson. 


TENNESSEE TECH: After 
an injury-plagued 2012, the 
Golden Eagles are hoping for 
better health and better luck in 
2013. They won a share of the 
OVC crown in 2011 but suffered 
their worst record since 2008 in 
2012. With nearly all the starters 
returning, they should be able 

to rebound. The offense will be 


led by dual-threat QB Darrian 
Stone, who took over as the 
starter at the end of last season. 
The defense will be led by 
linebacker Tra’Dariu Goff and 
defensive back Austin Tallant. 


SOUTHEAST MISSOURI: 
SEMO’s future will be built 
around option quarterback 

Scott Lathrop, the 2012 OVC 
Freshman of the Year anda Jerry 
Rice Award finalist. Lathrop’s 
presence helped the Redhawks 
become the league’s top rushing 
attack (262.4 yards per game). 
He finished seventh in the 
conference in rushing yards (74.9 
per game) and passed for 1,025 
yards and seven touchdowns. 


TENNESSEE STATE: 

The Tigers bring back their 
quarterback Michael German 
(2,751 passing yards, 18 TDs, 10 
INTs) after a solid sophomore 
season and also have the 
league's premier tight end in 
All-American A.C. Leonard (51 
catches, 733 yards, 6 TDs). 


AUSTIN PEAY: Rick 
Christophel left Austin Peay 
to become tight ends coach for 
the Arizona Cardinals in late 
January. The timing put this 
struggling program in a bind 
as the search for a head coach 
dragged on until March, when 
Central Michigan assistant 
Kirby Cannon was hired. 


GAROPPOLO: NAM Y, HUH / AP 


MCCARNEY: BOB CORNELL 


— ; 


PATRIOT 
LEAGUE 


Colgate appears to 
bea solid favorite to 
hold off Lehigh fora 
Patriot repeat 


By Andy Jasner 
SN Correspondent 


In all but two of the seasons 
in the past decade, either 
Colgate or Lehigh has won 
at least a share of the Patriot 
League title—and there’s no 
reason to think things will be 
any different this season. After 
an undefeated run through 
conference play in 2012, 
Colgate returns the majority 
of its top players. Lehigh, 
which went 10-1, must address 
significant losses but returns 
significant talent. A big change 
for the conference this season: 
It’s the first in which football 
scholarships are allowed. Keep 
an eye on how that affects 
recruiting. 


COLGATE: In 2012, Colgate 
overcame a 1-3 start witha 
stunning seven-game winning 
streak, including an undefeated 
run through the Patriot League. 
The Raiders advanced to the 
FCS playoffs for the first time 
since 2008, and between their 
returning players and a strong 
recruiting class, they seem to be 
in prime position for a repeat 
performance in 2013. 

On offense, Colgate finished 
in the top five nationally in 
rushing, total offense and 
scoring offense. The Raiders 
had scored 31 or more points 
in nine straight games entering 
the playoffs. They again will 
feature quarterback Gavin 
McCarney, who finished fifth 
in the Walter Payton Award 
voting and earned conference 
Player-of-the-Year honors in 
2012. He loses three first-team 
all-conference starters from 
the line that protected him last 
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season, but there was more 


than enough depth to rebuild it. 


If they have a weakness, 
it’s that the Raiders havea 
penchant for allowing points 
in bunches. Look for Colgate’s 
secondary to be improved, 
which could take significant 
pressure off the offense. 


LEHIGH: Lehigh could 
challenge Colgate, but it must 
overcome some major losses at 
key positions. The Mountain 
Hawks enter the season with 
only eight returning starters, 
including three on defense. The 
biggest question mark appears 
to be at quarterback, where 
senior Brandon Bialkowski is 
competing with juniors AJ. 
Visconti, Gerard Poutier and 
Matt McHale for the starting 
job. But Lehigh also must 
replace its top wide receiver 
and running back and an all- 
league lineman. 


GEORGETOWN: The 
Hoyas are still in the process 
of building their program, 
but they are making gradual 
improvements. Last season, 
they went 5-6 overall on the 
strength of a solid defense. 
Overcoming the loss of All- 
America linebacker Robert 
McCabe will be difficult, but 
Georgetown can take solace 
in the fact that first-team 
All-Patriot linebacker Dustin 
Wharton is returning. Still, 
depth is a major concern on 
both sides of the ball. 


LAFAYETTE: A promising 
start turned into a bitter 
disappointment for Lafayette 
last season when it began 

5-2 but proceeded to lose its 
final four games. But there is 
plenty of reason for optimism 
this year, especially with a 
pair of talented wide receivers 
returning. Sophomore Jamel 
Smith, last year’s Patriot 
League Rookie of the Year, 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH GAME TO WATCH \ 


1> Colgate 

2> Lehigh 

3° Georgetown 
4> Lafayette 
§S> Holy Cross 
G> Bucknell 
7> Fordham 


TOP PLAYERS 


OFFENSE = > Gavin McCarney, Sr. 08. Colgate 
DEFENSE > Dustin Wharton. Sr, LB, Georgetown 
NEWCOMER > Jake Melville, Fr., 08, Colgate 


and first-team all-conference 
senior Mark Ross bring plenty 
of playmaking ability. But 

there are far too many question 
marks, which means the 
Leopards are somewhat of an 
unknown commodity. Can they 
compete for a league title? Sure, 
but everything has to break just 
right for that to happen. 


HOLY CROSS: The 
Crusaders were 2-9 last season 
(2-3 in the Patriot), but they are 
much better than their record 
indicates. Five of the nine losses 
came by four points or fewer 
against a brutally difficult 
schedule. This season, Holy 
Cross returns six starters on 
offense and nine on defense, 
and boasts plenty of experience, 
which should be beneficial in 
close games. 


BUCKNELL: The Bison 
aren’t expected to be a force 


Daily coverage at sportingnews.com/ncaa-football 


NOV. 16 Lehigh at Colgate 


Lehigh won't forget how Colgate rallied 
fram 14 points down last November to beat 
the Mountain Hawks and capture the Raiders’ 
seventh Patriot League championship. It was 
Lehigh’s only loss of the season. The rematch in 
Hamilton, N.Y., should be memorable, especially 
considering both teams return a bevy of tal- 
ented players on both sides of the ball. 


in the league, though they did 
conclude last season with wins 
in two of their last three games. 
They have 16 starters back 

but are likely to struggle in the 
trenches offensively. Despite 
ranking in the top 10 nationally 

in both rushing defense and 

sacks per game, they didn’t 

win a lot of games (3-8 record) 
because they couldn’t get the 

same production on offense. If 

they can figure that out, they 

could be a sleeper pick. 


FORDHAM: This could be 
an interesting team to watch 

in coach Joe Moorhead’s 
second season. The Rams can't 
compete for the league title 
because they offered athletic 
scholarships before the league 
allowed them, but they will 
work on improving momentum 
for 2014. If quarterbacks 

Mike Nebrich and Griffin 
Murphy—both of whom were 
injured last season—can stay 
healthy, it will be a major 
boost for the Rams. Witha 
solid quarterback, everything 
else could fall into place for a 
program on the rise. 
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Expect free-for-all 
with first automatic 
NCAA bid on the line 


By Steve Silverman 
SN Correspondent 


Last year, Drake, Butler and 
San Diego tied at the top of the 
Pioneer League, all with 7-1 
records. It probably won’t end 
up much different this year, 
and this time the champion 
qualifies automatically for 
the FCS playoffs. Drake lost 
quarterback Mike Piatkowski 
to graduation, but the Bulldogs 
still have plenty of weapons, 
including running back Gary 
Scott. Butler still has Trae 
Heeter, who led the league 
in rushing last year, and San 
Diego should possess one of the 
most dynamic passing games 
in the conference. There's a big 
drop-off between these teams 
and the rest of the league. 


BUTLER: With their best 
offensive players returning, 
the Bulldogs certainly have 

an opportunity to repeat as 
champions. In addition to 
Trae Heeter, quarterback Matt 
Lancaster, a first-team all- 
conference performer last year, 
returns. On defense, the loss of 
leading tackler and three-time 
All-PFC pick Jordan Ridley 
hurts, but the Bulldogs have 
eight upperclassmen returning 
on the unit. 


SAN DIEGO: Dale Lindsey 
takes over as head coach from 
Ron Caragher, who left for 

the top job at San Jose State. 
Lindsey, who was the Toreros’ 
defensive coordinator last 
season, inherits a solid team, 
with quarterback Mason Mills 
as his rock. This will be Mills’ 
third year as the starter, and 
he has a career completion 
percentage of more than 65 
percent. On defense, six starters 
return from a unit that ended 


the season strong, and it was a 
big factor in the team’s season- 
ending six-game win streak. 


DRAKE: Junior running back 
Gary Scott figures to be the 
key weapon on offense. Scott 
rushed for 616 yards and eight 
touchdowns last season and 
added three more scores as a 
receiver to tie for the league 
lead in total TDs. The Bulldogs 
return plenty of experience 

on defense and will look to 
special-teams standout Mike 
Ratelle for a lift. He is the 
league’s returning leader in 
kick-return average. 


DAYTON: The Flyers 

will probably go as far as 
quarterback Will Bardo takes 
them. He struggled some as a 
sophomore last season—Bardo 
threw nine interceptions to go 
with his eight touchdowns— 
but Dayton’s coaches expect 

a year of experience to pay 
dividends. On defense, Matt 
Bianco returns to anchor the 
secondary after recording 46 
tackles in 2012. 


MARIST: The Red Foxes 
were 4-7 last season but appear 
to have the weapons to be 
better in 2013. Quarterback 
Chuckie Looney returns for his 
senior season after completing 
60.5 percent of his passes 
while throwing 18 TDs and 
eight interceptions last year. 
Linebacker Paul Sakowski, 
who had 71 tackles in 2012, will 
anchor a unit that led the league 
in scoring defense last season. 


JACKSONVILLE: Sixth-year 
coach Kerwin Bell spent most 
of the spring trying to find a 
cohesive group on offense, 
although none of the options 
will be able to match the units 
of the top teams in the league. 
Defense is a different story. 
Jacksonville was solid on that 
side of the ball last season, 
particularly against the run, 
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TOP PLAYERS 


OFFENSE => TraeHeeter. Sr. RB. Butler 
DEFENSE 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 


1+ Butler 

2> San Diego 
3> Drake 

4» Dayton 

S> Marist 

6 Jacksonville 
7+ Morehead State 
8 Davidson 
§> Valparaiso 
10> Campbell 
> Stetson 
12> Mercer 


© duan Pimienta, Sr,, DL, Jacksonville 
NEWCOMER > Adam Winterling, Fr.. WR, San Diego 


TRAEHEETER 
BUTLER 


GAME TO WATCH 
NOV. 16 Drake at San Diego 


The final game on the league schedule should 
have championship implications. The Bulldogs 
dominated the Toreros, 38-10, last year when the 
teams met in lowa, It should be a different story 
this year in San Diego 


and Bell has a stud in senior 
lineman Juan Pimentia. 


MOREHEAD STATE: 
Longtime assistant Rob Tenyer 
was promoted to head coach 
after Matt Ballard’s contract 
wasn’t renewed. On offense, 
Tenyer has one of the league’s 
best running backs in Rees 
Macshara, who rushed for 
1,013 yards last season. The 
Eagles finished eighth in the 
league in total defense in 2012, 
but there is some promise: 
Linebacker Jordan Hendrix set 
a school record with 123 tackles 
last year. 


DAVIDSON: First-year head 
coach Paul Nichols is looking 
for more balance from his 
offense. Lanny Funsten, an FCS 
All-American and the Wildcats’ 
all-time leading receiver, is 
gone, so the plan is to run more 
in 2013. Funsten’s departure 
also means the competition for 
catches is wide-open. Tight end 
Reese Williams will likely see 
more passes coming his way 
from fourth-year quarterback 
Jonathan Carkhuff. 


VALPARAISO: The 
Crusaders finished second to 
last in the league in total offense 
last season, but they know 

they have something special in 


sophomore running back Jake 
Hutson, the 2012 PFL Offensive 
Freshman of the Year, He 
rushed for 753 yards, including a 
248-yard day against Campbell. 
The defense struggled in 2012 

as well—the unit finished last 

in the league in scoring defense 
and total defense. 


CAMPBELL: It was a long year 
for the Camels in 2012. They 
were winless in the conference 
and won just one game overall. 
New coach Mike Minter, the 
longtime former Carolina 
Panthers safety, will depend on 
senior quarterback Dakota Wolf, 
who had 801 yards passing and 
617 rushing last season. 


STETSON: The team is 
entering its first year in the PFL 
after not fielding a football team 
since 1956. Former Princeton 
head coach Roger Hughes 

will depend on quarterbacks 
Jonathan Jerozal and Alex 
Marsh to jump-start the 


program. 


MERCER: Also resurrecting 
its football team after a 70-year 
hiatus, Mercer has plenty of 
work to do. The team practiced 
under coach Bobby Lamb, the 
former Furman head coach, in 
2012, but there will be a lot of 
growing pains. 


HEETER: BUTLER UNIVERSITY 


MCKINNON: JOHN BAZEMORE / AP 
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Final ride through 
SoCon for perennial 
powers App and GSU 


By Matt McKenzie 
SN Correspondent 


For the first time in more than 
20 years, Kidd Brewer Stadium 
will have someone other than 
Jerry Moore pacing the sidelines. 

Moore, the winningest coach 
in both Appalachian State and 
Southern Conference football 
history, had his 24-year tenure 
with the Mountaineers come to 
an end in December. He won 10 
SoCon titles and led ASU toan 
unprecedented three straight 
FCS championships during the 
2005-07 campaigns. 

In steps Scott Satterfield, who 
isn’t a newbie to the Mountaineers 
by any means. Satterfield played 
quarterback for ASU from 1992- 
95, starting 27 games and earning 
first-team All-SoCon honors 
as asenior. He then became 
the quarterbacks coach for the 
Mountaineers, moved up to FBS 
in 2009 as Toledo’s QB coach 
and followed that by becoming 
Florida International's offensive 
coordinator from 2010-11. 

He returned to Boone as the 
assistant head coach for one year 
before being named as Moore's 
successor this offseason. 

Last year marked the third 
straight campaign the Eagles 
reached the FCS semifinals. 
However, that run will now end 
with the March announcement 
that Georgia Southern and 
Appalachian State are moving 
up to FBS and the Sun Belt 
Conference. As FBS transition 
schools, both are ineligible for the 
FCS postseason. 


GEORGIA SOUTHERN: 
There are two main reasons GSU 
is picked to win its third straight 
Southern title: the Eagles’ offense, 
and the key players coming back 
on that side of the ball. Georgia 
Southern’s triple-option attack led 


SOUTHERN 
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the SoCon in scoring (34.5 points 
per game) and total offense (466.9 
yards per game) last year, and 
2013 promises more of the same. 

Senior Jerick McKinnon can 
hurt defenses from multiple 
positions, as evidenced in 
2012 when he rushed for 1,817 
yards and 20 TDs lining up at 
quarterback, A-back and B-back. 
Junior Dominique Swope also 
returns and is an explosive 
fullback coming off back-to-back 
1,000-yard rushing seasons. 

The Eagles must find new 
players in key areas of their 
defense, beginning with replacing 
All-America nose tackle Brent 
Russell and leading tackler John 
Stevenson. 


APPALACHIAN STATE: 
New coach Scott Satterfield’s 
Twitter handle is @winthegame 
and he has the returning 
personnel to do just that in 2013. 
Satterfield was imperative in 
implementing ASU’s spread 
attack during his time asa 
Mountaineers assistant, so the 
offense will operate as business as 
usual—with “usual” meaning a 
constant downfield passing attack 
and scoring at will. 

The center of ASU’s offense 
is QB Jamal Londry-Jackson, 
who led the SoCon in passing 
yards (3,278) last season while 
throwing 21 TDs to just eight 
interceptions. Londry-Jackson 
has an embarrassment of riches 
to throw to, led by 6-5 Sean Price, 
the FCS co-Freshman of the Year, 
and senior Andrew Peacock. 
Those two combined for 12 TDs 
and nearly 2,000 receiving 
yards last season. App will miss 
1,000-yard rusher Steven Miller, 
but redshirt freshman Tysean 
Holloway had many FBS offers 
and is a potential standout. 

The Mountaineers’ defense in 
recent years has taken on a bend- 
but-don’t-break approach, and 
Satterfield said in the offseason 
that he'd like to change that. 


CHATTANOOGA: If the Mocs 


TOP PLAYERS 


DEFENSE => Jaquiski Tart, Jp, FS. Samford 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 


1 > Georgia Southern* 

2 Appalachian State* 

3 Chattanooga 

4» Wofford 

S> The Citadel 

G> Samford 

7 Furman 

8 Elon 

§> Western Carolina 
“ineligible for postseason play 


are going to make any strides in 
the Southern, the 2013 campaign 
looks like their best opportunity. 
Plagued by inconsistency in 
recent years, Chattanooga features 
the SoCon’s top returning defense, 
including four 2013 all-conference 
selections and FCS All-America 
lineman Davis Hull. 


WOFFORD: There are 
numerous holes to fill for the 
Terriers, perhaps none more 
important than that of Eric 
Breitenstein. The bruising 
running back topped the Southern 
(156.5 rushing yards per game) last 
year in Wofford’s triple-option 
attack on his way to All-America 
honors. Stepping into his shoes 
will be senior Donovan Johnson, 
who hada solid sophomore 
season (967 yards) but battled 
injuries last year. 

The Terriers had the top SoCon 
scoring defense (16.6 points per 
game) last season buta host of 
starters graduated. 


THE CITADEL: The Bulldogs 
surprised many in 2012 with 
wins over Georgia Southern 
and Appalachian State, but a 
midseason slump saw the team 
fall short of the FCS playoffs. 
The Bulldogs’ postseason hopes 
are boosted by the return of key 
parts froma triple-option rushing 
attack that ranked fourth in the 
nation (300.6 yards per game). 


SAMFORD: The 2012 campaign 
marked coach Pat Sullivan’s best 
season (7-4) since he became 
Samford’s coach in 2008. 


> Jamal Londry-Jackson, Sr.. 0B, Appalachian St. 


NEWCOMER > [ysean Holloway, r-Fr., RB, Appalachian St. 


GAME TO WATCH 
OCT. 26 
Georgia Southern at Appalachian State 


This is the final Southern rivalry between these 
teams, as both are leaving for the FBS Sun Belt 
Conference in 2015. The defenses will be tested 
here, as the Eagles run the triple-option to parfec- 
tion while ASU's spread offense keeps opposing 
coordinators up all night. 


Sullivan got even better news in 
the offseason when the NCAA 
awarded QB Andy Summerlin 
(2,269 yards, 10 TDs last season) 
asixth year of eligibility. The 
Bulldogs also return 1,000-yard 
rusher Fabian Truss. 


FURMAN: The Paladins return 
15 starters from 2012, including 
SoCon All-Freshman picks Reese 
Hannon at quarterback and 
Jordan Snelling at wide receiver. 
Junior Hank McCloud will 

likely get the first shot to replace 
all-league running back Jerodis 
Williams, and he'll be helped 
with the return of the entire 
offensive line. Linebacker Gary 
Wilkins is back after leading the 
team in tackles last season. 


ELON: There was no better 
QB/wideout combination in the 
Southern last year than Elon’s 
Thomas Wilson (QB) and Aaron 
Mellette (wideout), who both 
topped the conference for yards 
per game at their respective 
positions. Both have graduated, 
though, which leaves gaping holes 
in the Phoenix's passing game. 


WESTERN CAROLINA: 
The Catamounts are coming 
off of back-to-back winless 
conference seasons and have 
just nine total wins over the last 
five years. Mark Speir begins 
his sophomore campaign as 
coach, and will continue to try 
and improve on both sides of 
the ball. Western finished last 
in the league in total offense and 
defense in 2012. 
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Bearkats, Bears 
have stranglehold 
down in Southland 


By Tim Buckley 
The Advertister (Lafayette, La.) 


Lately in the Southland, it has 
been all Sam Houston State and 
Central Arkansas, and that isn’t 
likely to change this season. 

Central Arkansas, which beat 
the Bearkats last year to share 
the 2012 Southland title, has 
made back-to-back FCS playoff 
appearances. Sam Houston has 
played in back-to-back FCS 
national championship games 
and has been in the FCS top 10 
for 20 straight national polls. 

Both have big names 
returning, including Bearkats 
running back Timothy Flanders 
and quarterback Brian Bell and 
Central Arkansas QB Wynrick 
Smothers. But both also have key 
losses, which means middle- 
of-the-pack types like McNeese 
State, Stephen F. Austin and 
Southeastern Louisiana—all 
armed with difference-making 
quarterbacks—have an 
opportunity to impact the race. 


SAM HOUSTON STATE: 
The Bearkats went 14-1 in 2011 
and 11-4 last season, marking the 
first time in the 97-year history 
of the program they have had 
consecutive double-digit win 
seasons. And they aren’t talking 


passing for 2,715 yards and 25 
touchdowns, keeps teams from 
stacking the box. In its second 
year in offensive coordinator Doug 
Ruse’s no-huddle system, Sam 
Houston State will look to push 
the tempo even more. 

Defense is a bigger concern. 
Jesse Beauchamp, who had 94 
tackles (12.5 for loss) last year, 
returns, but Sam Houston has 
holes, including four in the 
secondary. Especially difficult 
to absorb will be the loss of 
All-American and two-time 
Southland Defensive Player of 
the Year Darnell Taylor, who 
had two picks and a team-high 
102 tackles in 2012. 


CENTRAL ARKANSAS: 

The Bears (9-3) will again look to 
quarterback Wynrick Smothers, 
who threw for 3,103 yards and 31 
touchdowns in 2012 on his way 
to winning Southland Offensive 
Player of the Year. But Smothers 
loses two all-conference 
receivers, an All-America center 
and multiple running backs. 

Willie Matthews should fill 
the running back void, while 
potential receiving targets include 
Dezmin Lewis, (UCA’s No.3 
receiver in 2012), Al Lasker (back 
from a 10-game suspension), 
ex-Southern Miss wideout Justin 
Burdette and Air Force transfer 
Courtney Whitehead. 

The defense is athletic and 
deep. The unit is led by lineman 
Jonathan Woodard (7 sacks), 
who won Southland Freshman of 


about rebuilding. the Year in 2012, and safety Jestin 
Seven starters return froma Love, a first-team all-conference 
unit that averaged 40.0 points selection in 2012. Radarius 
and 458.5 yards pergameaseason § Winston moves from safety 
ago, including a trio of stars in to linebacker to replace Seth 
running back Timothy Flanders, Allison, and coach Clint Conque 
quarterback Brian Bell and has high hopes for linebacker 
receiver/wildcat option Richard Justin Heard, who had a team- 
Sincere. Flanders, a two-time high 100 tackles in 2012. 
Southland Conference Player 
of the Year, ran 288 times fora MCNEESE STATE: The 
league-high 1,642 yards and 17 Cowboys will ride the arm of 
touchdowns last season, averaging © Cody Stroud, who has thrown 
5.7 yards per carry and 109.5 per for 2,000-plus yards each of the 
game. Bell, who was 197-of-322 past two seasons. Stroud, with 24 
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TOP PLAYERS 


OFFENSE 
DEFENSE 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 


1> Sam Houston State 

2> Central Arkansas 

3> McNeese State 

4> Stephen F. Austin 

S> Southeastern Louisiana 
&> Lamar 

7+ Northwestern State 
8> Nicholls State 


> Timothy Flanders. Sr.. RB. Sam Houston St. 
> Jonathan Woodard, So., DE, Central Arkansas 
NEWCOMER > Gryan Bennett. Jr., 08, SE Louisiana 


GAME TO 


Central Arkansas beat Sam Houston State, 24-20, 
ina September game in Conway, Ark., last season, 
and it wound up being the only blemish on the 
Bearkats’ Southland record, This season. the two 
teams will again be fighting for the top spat, so this 
late-season showdown could decide it all 


career starts, has a new target in 
ex-TCU receiver David Bush, but 
he'll also have four new starting 
linemen, which could make for 
some long days. All-Southland 
guard Arinze Agada does return, 
which will help. The backfield 
has good depth, with Marcus 
Wiltz returning and Jared 
Williams providing solid depth 
behind him. 

On defense, lineman Everett 
Ellefsen and defensive back 
Terence Cahee anchor a unit that 
yielded 3,883 yards in 2012. 


STEPHEN F. AUSTIN: The 
Lumberjacks return third-year 
starting QB Brady Attaway (3,671 
yards, 29 TDs). Attaway needs 
to cut down on his interceptions, 
though. The school’s all-time 
leading receiver, Cordell 
Roberson, is gone, as is center 
John Steel. But Gus Johnson, an 
All-Southland pick who finished 
second in the league in rushing, 
does return. 

The defense will take a hit 
without Willie Jefferson and 
Josh Aubrey, but defensive 
back Jordan Aubrey has an 
extra season of eligibility, and 
the line should be strong with 
Malcolm Mattox and Darren 
Robinson back. 


SOUTHEASTERN 
LOUISIANA: The Lions, 
whose five wins last season all 
came in conference play, will 
hang their hopes on quarterback 
Bryan Bennett, an Oregon 


transfer. He’s among three FBS 
transfers for the Lions, joining 
ex-Wyoming running back Kody 
Sutton and former North Texas 
defensive back Devante Davis. 


LAMAR: The Cardinals return 
two QBs who took every snap 
last season. Ryan Mossakowski, 
a Kentucky transfer, and Caleb 
Berry combined for 1,857 passing 
yards, which ranked last in the 
league. Ten of their 18 TD passes 
went to Southland Newcomer 
of the Year Kevin Johnson, an 
Oklahoma State transfer. 

On defense, Lamar has its top 
four tacklers back, including 
senior linebacker Jermaine 
Longino. 


NORTHWESTERN STATE: 
The Demons’ new coach is 
ex-Nicholls State mentor Jay 
Thomas, and he has declared an 
open competition at every spot. 
Quarterback is a four-man race, 
with redshirt freshman Daniel 
Hazelwood and sophomore 
Grant Chiasson battling junior 
Don Canyon and juco transfer 
Zack Adkins for the job. 


NICHOLLS STATE: Expected 
starting Colonels quarterback 
Landry Klann could miss all of 
2013 witha shoulder injury. The 
battle to replace him includes 
Beaux Hebert (son of former NFL 
quarterback Bobby), Hayden 
Cardiffand Tuskani Figaro. 
Nicholls State’s lone win last year 
came against NAIA Evangel. 


FLANDERS: DAVE EINSEL / AP 


ANDERSON: DAVE MARTIN / AP 
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Three teams stand 
above the rest in 
2013 SWAC race 


By Lut Williams 
Black College Sports Page 


Three teams are at the top of 
the SWAC food chain entering 
the 2013 season, but there’s 
no clear favorite, Jackson State 
and Alabama State, which 
finished with the same records 
and were separated by only a 
field goal in their head-to-head 
meeting last season, are the 
class of the East. Arkansas- 
Pine Bluff, which ran away 
with the West by a whopping 
five games but needed miracles 
and an extra period to get by 
Jackson State in the league’s 
championship game, is the 
overwhelming favorite in that 
division. Prairie View and 
Southern are the wild cards. 


EAST DIVISION 
JACKSON STATE: The 
return of quarterback Clayton 
Moore and running backs 
Rakeem Sims and Tommy 
Gooden, catalysts of the Tigers’ 
run to the East Division title in 
2012, are prime reasons JSU is 
among the favorites to repeat. 
Rico Richardson, the 2012 
Offensive Player of the Year, 
is gone, but there are plenty of 
receivers set to take his place. 
The defense appears 
solid with linebackers Todd 
Wilcher, Ryan Griffin and 
Tedderick Terrell, plus safety 
Cameron Loeffler and All- 
SWAC cornerback Qua Cox. 


ALABAMA STATE: 
Hornets head coach Reggie 
Barlow added defensive 
coordinator Kevin Ramsey and 
a recruiting class considered 
among the best among 
HBCUs, Daniel Duhart will 
battle transfers Sam Gibson 
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(Arkansas State) and Arsenio 
Favor (Southern Miss) to be 
the new quarterback. Isaiah 
Crowell, last season’s SWAC 
Newcomer of the Year, rushed 
for 842 yards and 15 TDs in 
2012. 


MISSISSIPPI VALLEY 
STATE: Expectations are 
up for the Delta Devils after 
ending last season on a three- 
game winning streak. But the 
loss of 12 starters leaves coach 
Karl Morgan with a lot of 
questions. 

Julian Stafford (800 yards, 
4 TDs in 2012) is a go-to wide 
receiver, and Cortez Frizell is 
the top running back. 

The defense will build 
around All-SWAC tackle 
Robert Simpson and corner 
Jeremy Johnson. 


ALABAMA A&M: The 
Bulldogs lost quarterback 
Deaunte Mason, SWAC 
rushing leader Kaderius Lacey 
and five of their top seven 
tacklers. 

The competition to replace 
Mason will be among juco 
transfer Kyle Harmyk and 
inexperienced holdovers 
Jeremy Isabelle and Brandon 
Wells. Brendan Johnson 
is the most experienced 
running back, but the top 
three receivers return, led 
by Montaurius Smith (50 
receptions, 4 TDs). 


ALCORN STATE: Coach 
Jay Hopson was hired late 

and didn’t get a chance to pull 
together a recruiting class. 
This season he’s restocking the 
cupboard. His recruiting haul 
includes Khadareal Hodge, a 
relative of Alcorn legend Steve 
MeNair, who will challenge 
John Gibbs for the quarterback 
job. Wideout Tavoris Doss 

and defenders Devon Francois 
and Deion Roberson show 
promise. 


COUN 


BENJAMIN ANDERSON 
ARKANSAS-PINE BLUFF 


TOP PLAYERS 


OFFENSE 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 


EAST 
1 > Jackson State 
2* Alabama State 
3 Mississippi Valley State 
4+ Alabama AGM 
S> Alcorn State 


WEST 

1+ Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
2> Southern 

3+ Prairie View ASM 
4* Grambling State 
S> Texas Southern 


> Isaiah Crowell. dr. RB, Alabama State 
DEFENSE > Robert Simpson, Sr.DT, Miss. Valley State 
NEWCOMER > Chuck Baker. Fr. WR. Southern 


GAME TO WATCH 


oct. 
Arkangas-Pine Bhitfatlackson State 


Arkansas-Pine Bluff used a 95-yard TO pass in 


the final minutes to force overtime in last year's 
SWAC title game, then eked out a 24-21 victory. 
Revenge will be on the mind of Jackson State when 
the teams face each other in early October 


WEST DIVISION 
ARKANSAS-PINE BLUFF: 
In quarterback Benjamin 
Anderson, running back 
Justin Billings, wide receiver 
Ladarius Eckwood and tight 
end Dezmond Beverly, Golden 
Lions coach Monte Coleman 
returns All-SWAC players at 
every skill position. 

Add all-conference 
selections in defensive back 
Ryan Shaw, linebacker Jer- 
ryan Harris and kicker Tyler 
Strickland, and it’s easy to see 
why the Golden Lions are the 
division favorites. 


SOUTHERN: Coach Dawson 
Odums returns quarterback 
Dray Joseph (2,511 passing 
yards, 25 TDs in 2012), who will 
have All-SWAC receiver Lee 
Doss (65 receptions, 8 TDs) to 
throw to. The team is hoping 
the anemic rushing attack (79.5 
yards per game last season) 
gets a boost from breakout 
performer Darrius Coleman. 
On defense, All-SWAC 
linebacker Anthony Balancier 
and defensive back Virgil 
Williams lead the way. 


PRAIRIE VIEW A&M: Junior 
quarterbacks Jerry Lovelocke 
and DeAuntre Smiley return, 
as do top running backs Fred 
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Anderson and Courtney Brown. 

On defense, coach Heishma 
Northern has brought in 
former Texas A&M assistant 
Charles McMillan to turn 
around a unit that was at or 
near the bottom in every league 
statistic last season. 


GRAMBLING STATE: The 
Tigers dropped five games 

by a touchdown or less while 
posting their worst season in 
recent history. Coach Doug 
Williams has declared open 
competition at every position, 
including quarterback, where 
his son, D,J., has vied for the job 
the past two seasons. 

Williams hired Dennis 
Winston to serve as defensive 
coordinator. The hope is he can 
inject some life into a middling 
unit. 


TEXAS SOUTHERN: Count 
Texas Southern out of the 
running for a SWAC title for 
the next two years as a result 
of NCAA-imposed sanctions 
and other penalties that caused 
the program to forgo spring 
practice this year and lose 
practice time and scholarships. 
The sanctions give coach 
Darrell Asberry two years to 
get the Tigers’ house in order on 
and off the field. 


TSR eT 


Parity has made its way into college 
football's second division and broadened 
the spectrum of teams with title dreams. 


By Gregg DeWalt Florence (Ala.) TimesDaily 


ivision 2 football is evolving 

at a rapid rate—it’s no longer 

just the usual contenders 
competing for the national championship. 

Not long ago, few teams had a legitimate 
shot at ending the season in Braly Stadium 
in Florence, Ala. Programs such as Grand 
Valley State and Northwest Missouri made 
the Shoals a second home in December— 
from 2001-09, one or both reached the 
championship game eight times. 

Those teams will still make their 
presence known, but they’re not surefire 
bets to play for the title. Instead, there has 
been a new look and feel when playoff 
brackets are announced each November, 
and this season promises more of the same. 

The 2013 season should be an interesting 
one on several different levels. There will 
be new faces on the sideline at Minnesota- 
Duluth, where longtime coach Bob 
Nielson left for Western Illinois, and at 
Bloomsburg, where Danny Hale has called 
it a career after 20 seasons and 173 wins 
with the Huskies. 

Tuskegee University has decided to 
abandon its traditional Turkey Day Classic 
against Alabama State so it can free up its 
schedule for the playoffs. 

And then there’s the Harlon Hill Trophy 
race. Last season’s winner, QB Zach Zulli 
of Shippensburg, returns for his senior 
season, as does Bloomsburg running back 
Franklyn Quiteh, who finished third. 


PRESEASON TOP 25 

1. Minnesota State (13-1 last season). The 
Mavericks put together the best season 
in school history, unseating Minnesota- 
Duluth as kingpin in the Northern Sun 
Intercollegiate Conference and reaching 
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the national semifinals before losing 

to eventual champ Valdosta State. The 
Mavericks are primed to be even better 
this season with 17 starters returning. The 
team’s top four rushers are back, including 
QB Jon Wolf and running backs Connor 
Thomas and Andy Pfeiffer, who combined 
for 29 TDs and 2,423 yards. They'll run 
behind an experienced offensive line. Eight 
starters return on a defense that allowed 
17.9 points per game, which was 14th best 
in the nation. 

2. Shippensburg (11-2). The Red Raiders 
led the nation in offense (529.9 yards per 
game), and Zach Zulli was an integral part 
of that, throwing for 4,747 yards and 54 
TD passes. Trevor Harman returns after 
catching 19 TD passes, and Jake Metz (11.5 
sacks) leads the defense. 

3. West Texas A&M (12-3). The Buffaloes 
earned a share of the Lone Star Conference 
title on its way to a national semifinals 
appearance. National Defensive Player 
of the Year Ethan Westbrooks, who had 
19.5 sacks, is back, and so is Harlon Hill 
candidate Dustin Vaughn (45 TD passes). 

4. Valdosta State (12-2). The Blazers 
completed their national championship 
season with a 10-game winning streak, 
and they have the skill-position players in 
place for a repeat. Eight defensive starters 
return, which should help as a completely 
revamped offensive line settles in for coach 
David Dean. 

5. Ashland (11-1). The Eagles won their 
first Great Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference title, and now they'll try to stay 
on top. Finding a replacement for QB Taylor 
Housewright is a priority, but running backs 
Anthony Taylor and Jordan McCune, who 
combined for more than 2,100 yards last 
season, will soften that blow. 

6. Missouri Western (12-2). The defending 
Mid-America Intercollegiate Athletic 


David Dean Valdosta State 


Association champ has Travis Partridge 
at quarterback throwing to Reggie Jordan 
and Tyron Crockom, who combined for 18 
touchdown catches in 2012. 

7. Minnesota-Duluth (10-2). Curt Wiese 
takes over for the Bulldogs, whose streak 
of NSIC titles was snapped at four. With 
16 starters returning, the Bulldogs have 
the talent in place to try to reclaim the 
conference. 

8. New Haven (10-1). The Chargers 
zoomed through an unbeaten regular 
season for their third consecutive 
Northeast-10 title, but coach Peter 
Rossomando must replace QB Ryan Osiecki 
and three of his top receivers. 

9. Carson-Newman (9-3). Ken Sparks 
returns for his 34th season at Carson- 
Newman, which led the nation in rushing. 
The Eagles should be among the leaders 
again with four offensive linemen returning 
to open holes for Brandon Baker, Tyron 
Douglas and Andy Hibbett, who combined 
for 31 TDs and 2,932 rushing yards. 

10. Colorado State-Pueblo (12-1). The 
ThunderWolves have been ranked No. 1 for 
portions of the past two seasons but haven’t 
made it past the quarterfinals. It will be a 
tougher road this year after losing some key 
offensive linemen, QB Ross Dausin (32-4 as 
a starter) and three starting linebackers. 

Tl. Winston-Salem State (14-1). The Rams 
became only the second HBCU team to play 
in the championship game, but they need 


to replace 12 starters, including the entire 
secondary. 
12, Northwest Missouri State (10-3). No 


team has been as consistent as the Bearcats, 


who have reached the second round of 

the playoffs for nine consecutive seasons. 
Brandon Dixon, who had five of the team’s 
28 interceptions, leads what should be a 
strong defensive unit. 


13. Midwestern State (9-2). The Mustangs 


have the longest streak of winning seasons 
(13) among four-year schools in Texas. 
Keidrick Jackson, the leading returning 
rusher in the Lone Star Conference, will 
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American Conference Offensive Player of 
the Year, returns along with wideout Robert 
Jordan, who finished with 1,074 receiving 
yards. 

17. Bloomsburg (10-2). New coach Paul 
Darragh will have the luxury of watching 
Franklyn Quiteh (5,328 career rushing 
yards) work behind an experienced 
offensive line. 

18. West Alabama (9-4). The Tigers were 
one of two teams to beat Valdosta State 
in the regular season. Improving in the 
passing game is a point of emphasis for 
coach Will Hall as the Tigers try to repeat 


run behind a rebuilt offensive line featuring 


three new starters. 

14, Lenoir-Rhyne (9-3). The Bears 
qualified for the postseason for the first 
time in 50 years while winning a second 
consecutive South Atlantic Conference 
title. The running game will again 
be strong with the return of Jarrod 
Spears, Graham Duncan and Isaiah 
Whitaker, who combined for 2,480 
yards and 18 TDs. 

15. Grand Valley State (8-3). 
Injuries devastated the perennial power 
last season. The Lakers used three different 
quarterbacks, and their leading rusher was 


Quarterback Heath Parling is hoping for a 
September return from a knee injury to put 
the Lakers back in the playoff mix. 

16. Henderson State (10-1). The Reddies 
led the nation in scoring (50.4 ppg) but were 
bounced in the second round of the playoffs. 
Quarterback Kevin Rodgers, the Great 


DEAN, CELEBRATION: MARVIN GENTRY / USA TODAY SPORTS 


buried on the depth chart to start the season. 


GAMES TO WATCH 


Sept. 21 Tuskegee vs. Winston-Salem St. (Cleveland) 
Sept. 21 Minnesota Stateat Minnesota-Duluth 
Oct.12 Valdosta Stateat West Alabama 
Nov.2  Carson-Newmanat Lenoir-Rhyne 
Nov.16 Northwest Missouri State at Missouri Western 


as Gulf South Conference champs. 

19. Tuskegee (10-2). Coach Willie Slater 
must replace 1,600-yard rusher Derrick 
Washington but can rely on a defense 
that allowed only 13.9 points per game 
in winning the Southern Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference title. 

20. Chadron State (9-3). The Eagles are 
loaded at the skill positions with QB Jonn 
McLain (30 TD passes), running back Glen 
Clinton (1,350 rushing yards) and receiver 


TUTTTTTTTT, 


2013 Division 2 
ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


OFFENSE 

QB Zach Zulli, Shippensburg (6-2/188, Sr.) 

RB Franklyn Quiteh, Bloomsburg (5-10/203, Sr.) 
RB Isaiah Whitaker, Lenoir-Rhyne (5-10/225, Jr.) 
| OL Brian Clark, Bloomsbsurg (6-3/290, Sr.) 

OL Matt Armstrong, Grand Valley (6-3/290, Sr.) 
OL Andrew Essman, Minnesota State (6-2/305, Sr.) 
OL Tino Tuilata, Midwestern State (6-5/320, Sr.) 
OL Taylor Burnett, West Alabama (6-3/271, Sr.) 
TE Reggie Jordan, Missouri Western (6-3/235, Sr.) 
WR Jeff Janis, Saginaw Valley State (6-3/205, Sr.) 
WR Gerald Ford, Valdosta State (6-3/220, Sr.) 

K Blake Barnes, Tarleton State (5-10/170, So.) 
DEFENSE 

DL Ethan Westbrooks, West Texas A&M (6-4/275, Sr.) 
BJ Stevens, California, Pa. (6-2/245, Sr.) 
Zach Moore, Concordia-St. Paul (6-6/282, Sr.) 
Jake Metz, Shippensburg (6-6/247, Sr.) 
Leron Furr, Fort Valley State (6-3/220, Sr.) 
Ronell Williams, West Chester (6-1/230, Jr.) 
Nate Dreiling, Pittsburg State (6-4/230, Sr.) 
Jack Moro, St. Cloud State (5-11/190, Sr.) 

C.J. Roberts, Colorado State-Pueblo (6-0/180, Jr.) 
Brandon Dixon, NW Missouri State (6-0/195, Sr.) 
Dexter Moody, Albany State (6-3/200, Sr.) 
Kyle Goodburn, NW Missouri State (6-0/180, Jr.) 


Nathan Ross (10 TD catches) and also has 
safety Trelan Taylor (8 INTs) anchoring the 
defense. 
21. St. Cloud State (7-4). The Huskies 
should be in the mix for the NSIC title with 
16 starters returning, including fourth- 
year starting QB Phillip Klaphake, 
who is closing in on 10,000 total 
yards. All-American Jack Moro 
bolsters the defensive backfield. 
22. Indiana, Pa. (12-2). The Crimson 

Hawks lost 1,600-yard rusher Harvie 

Tuck, but they’re counting on a big 
season from running back De’Antwan 
Williams (1,325 yards). 

23. Indianapolis (10-3). The Greyhounds 
won the inaugural Great Lakes Valley title 
and are led by Klay Fiechter, who rushed for 
1,475 yards and 19 touchdowns. 

24. Charleston (9-2). The Golden Eagles 
lost only twice by a total of 10 points but 
must replace Jordan Roberts, who was fifth 
nationally in rushing at 142.9 yards per game. 

25. Miles (8-3). The Bears earned their 
first playoff berth behind the rushing of 
Floyd Graves and Devonta Parker-Johnson, 
who combined for 20 TDs. The duo will try 
to make it two in a row for Miles. 
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Daily coverage at sportingnews.com/ncaa-football 
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It's Mount Union 
and UW-Whitewater 
vs. the field—again 


By Mike Goens 
Florence (Ala.) TimesDaily 


here’s no secret about what it 
will take to see a new face atop 
NCAA Division III football. 

Linfield coach Joe Smith knows it. The 
coaches of all the other contending teams 
know it. 

“To get there you've got to get through 
Mount Union and Wisconsin- Whitewater; 
that’s just the way it is,” Smith says. 

Whitewater and Mount Union have met 
in the national championship game in seven 
of the last eight seasons. The lone exception 
was last year when Mount Union defeated 
St. Thomas for its fourth national title during 
the eight-year span. Wisconsin- Whitewater 
won the other four. 

“There’s a reason why those teams have 
achieved that success,” Smith says. “They 
attract quality players and develop them. 
They also have a commitment of resources, 
and they’re located in a recruiting pool that 
has a lot of players. They doa great job and 
run good programs. 

“That doesn’t mean other programs can’t 
do the same thing. The rest of Division III is 
catching up. That's true particularly in the 
West. It’s hard to get to the championship 
game and win when you're from the West 
because we beat up each other getting there.” 

Whitewater did not survive its own 
conference last season, finishing 7-3. Mary 
Hardin-Baylor had Mount Union on the ropes 
in the national semifinals, and St. Thomas 
made it to the championship game last year. 

Wisconsin-Whitewater and Mount 
Union will enter the season as the teams to 
beat again, but there are more challengers— 
starting with Smith’s Linfield program. 


PRESEASON TOP 25 
|. Linfield (11-1 last season). The Wildcats 


192 
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expect to compete for the championship— 
this is a program that has posted 57 
straight winning season and four straight 
Northwest Conference titles. 

“Our guys have the mindset they can win 
it all, but they also know how hard that is to 
do,” coach Joe Smith says. “The margin of 
effort is tiny. You've got to make big plays 
when it counts.” 

The entire starting defense returns, 
including end Brynnan Hyland, who 
led Division III with 19 sacks last year. 
Tailback Josh Hill, a big-play threat, is 
expected back from injury. The key will be 
the performance of the new quarterback— 
either Josh Yoder or Matt Yarbrough. 

2. Mount Union (15-0). A team with only 
one offensive and four defensive starters 
returning would be considered a long shot 
to win the national championship, but the 
team in this case is Mount Union. The lone 
returnee on offense is Kevin Burke, who 
was the nation’s top-rated quarterback last 
season. He threw for 3,772 yards and 38 
touchdowns and also rushed for 776 yards 
and nine scores. 

The Purple Raiders had the country’s 
best total defense and scoring defense and 
this year will be led by Matt Fechko, Hank 
Spencer, Alex Kocheff and Ted Rosalva. A 
team that scored 45 points or more 12 times 


Preview 


Kevin Burke Mount Union 


and posted six shutouts has opportunities 
to develop younger players, and those 
players will be counted on this year. 

3. Wisconsin-Whitewater (7-3). Entering 
last season, coach Lance Leipold’s first 
five seasons had produced more national 
titles (four) at Wisconsin- Whitewater 
than defeats (three). After a three-loss 
season in 2012, the Warhawks are seeking 
to challenge for the top prize again. They 
will do so with six starters back on both 
units along with much-needed depth. 
Whitewater’s hallmark is defense, which 
is led by linebacker Kyle Wismer, end 
Loussaint Minett and cornerback Marcus 
McLin. On offense, quarterback Matt 
Behrendt has two senior receivers—Steve 
Morris and Zach Howard—to target. 

4, St. Thomas (14-1). The Tommies set a 
school record with 14 wins last season, and 
coach Glenn Caruso has 14 starters back. 
Junior quarterback Matt O'Connell, who 
passed for 2,771 yards and rushed for 819, 
and running back Brenton Braddock (1,132 
rushing yards) are playmakers. The top three 
receivers also return. On defense, linebacker 
Tremayne Williams is as good as it gets in D3. 
Finding help in the secondary is the priority. 

5. Mary Hardin-Baylor (13-1). The 
Crusaders blew a 14-point lead in the national 
semifinal game at Mount Union, but the 
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sting should vanish when they open a new 
stadium in September and begin pursuit of 
another American Southwest Conference 
title. They'll have to replace a four-year 
starter at quarterback, the leading rusher, 
the leading receiver and the nation’s best 
defensive player. Tackle Montana Duncan, 
running back Elijah Hudson and receiver 
Caleb Moore are among the five returnees on 
offense. On defense, big plays are expected 
from tackle Silvio Diaz, end Korey Steward 
and cornerback Brodrick Crain. 

6, Wesley (10-2). The Wolverines have 
advanced to the playoffs eight straight 
years, and their defense this season could 
be one of the nation’s best. Linebacker 
Sosthene Kapepula, safety Jared Morris and 
cornerback Leon Jones are stars, and six 
other defensive starters return. On offense, 
Steve Koudossou is a top-notch receiver, but 
replacements are needed at quarterback, 
running back and three line positions. 

7. Wittenberg (10-2). The Tigers have 
plenty of offensive power with quarterback 
Reed Florence (3,326 total yards and 35 
TDs), running back Jimmy Dehnke and 
receiver Brendon Cunningham among nine 
returning offensive starters. Spencer Leno 
could be the best among the six returning 
starters on defense. 

8. Wisconsin-Oshkosh (13-1). Finding a 
new quarterback is key for the Titans’ efforts 
to repeat as conference champs and improve 
on the best season in school history. Tailback 
Cole Myhra (1,589 rushing yards, 16 TDs), 
receiver Caleb Voss (1,333 receiving yards) 
and three linemen return, but eight starters 
on defense must be replaced. 

9, Johns Hopkins (10-2). The Blue Jays 
can no longer be labeled as overachievers. 
They return 15 starters, including offensive 
lineman Armand Jenifer and three others 
up front. Receiver Dan Wodicka (94 
catches) is back from a unit that produced 
485.3 yards per game. The front four 
and much of the secondary are back on 
defense. 

10. North Central (9-3), The Cardinals 
have won or shared seven straight 
College Conference of Illinois & Wisconsin 
titles and will be favored again with 16 starters 
back, including most of both lines. Big plays 
can be expected from quarterback Spencer 
Stanek (2,583 passing yards and 20 TDs), 
safety Shane Dierking and kicker Nick Dace. 

Il, Pacific Lutheran (7-3). With the lethal 
combination of receiver Kyle Warner (1,264 
receiving yards) and quarterback Dalton 
Ritchey, don’t count the Lutes, who have 16 


starters back, out of the chase. 

12. Hobart (12-1). A year after setting a 
school record for wins, the Statesmen should 
be good again with a solid season from new 
quarterback Pat Conlan. Eight starters 
return to a defense rated fifth in the country 
a year ago, including end Tyre Coleman. 

13. Bethel (9-3). Good things are expected 
if the offensive line can be rebuilt. The top 
three rushers, which includes quarterback 
Erik Peterson, are back along with receiver 
Mitch Hallstrom, Linebacker Seth Mathis 
had 129 tackles last year. 

14. Cal Lutheran (8-2). The Kingsmen 
have been to the playoffs four straight 
years, and a talented offensive line, led by 
Andrew Pankow, could take them back. The 
linebackers remain a question mark, but 
Middle Tennessee transfer Cameron Deen is 
the likely solution at quarterback. 

15. Widener (11-1). The Pride have one of 
the nation’s best receivers in Anthony Davis 
(64 catches for 1,236 yards and 16 TDs), but 
they need to develop a new quarterback. 

16. Wheaton (8-2). If the Thunder can 
fill holes on defense, a productive season 
awaits. The duo of quarterback Jordan 
Roberts (2,500 yards and 29 TDs) and 
receiver Mark Hiben (64 catches for 961 
yards) will produce plenty of offense. 

17. St. John Fisher (8-3). The Cardinals 
have 12 starters to replace, but defensive 
lineman Mason Judd (22 tackles for loss) can 
make a difference. 

18. Ohio Wesleyan (9-1). The Battling 
Bishops will be hard to stop, with 
quarterback Mason Espinosa (3,371 passing 
yards) and eight other starters back on 
offense. 


GAMES TO WATCH 


Sept.21 Wesley at Mary Hardin-Baylor 
Oct.5 — Pacific Lutheranat Linfield 
Oct.19 St. Thomasat Bethel 
Oct.26 Wisconsin-Whitewater at Wisconsin-Oshkosh 
Nov.2 Mount Unionat Heidelberg 
Nov.2 Ohio Wesleyanat Wittenberg 
Nov.9 NorthCentralat Wheaton 


19. Washington & Jefferson (8-3). Most 
of the Presidents’ skill players are back. 
Receiver Alex Baroffio can hurt defenses in 
many ways, and quarterback Matt Bliss is 
returning from concussion-like symptoms. 

20, Coe (10-1). The Kohawks won the 
Iowa Conference last year, but only eight 
starters are back, led by offensive lineman 
Nathan Yelton. 
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2013 Division 3 


ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


OFFENSE 

QB KevinBurke, Mount Union (5-10/185, Jr.) 

Cole Myhra, Wisconsin-Oshkosh (5-11/210, Sr) 
Cartel Brooks, Heidelberg (5-9/195, Jr.) 
Andrew Pankow, Cal Lutheran (6-4/300, Sr.) 
Armand Jenifer, Johns Hopkins (6-4/295, Sr) 
Nathan Yelton, Coe (5-11/252, Sr.) 

Montana Duncan, Mary Hardin-Baylor (6-2/275, Sr.) 
Aaron Coeling, Wittenberg (6-2/285, Sr.) 
Calvin Cagney, Ohio Wesleyan (6-2/210, Jr.) 
WR Kyle Linville, Franklin (6-1/185, Sr.) 

WR Anthony Davis, Widener (6-0/196, Jr.) 

K _ EricKindler, Wisconsin-Whitewater (6-1/18), Sr.) 
DEFENSE 


DL. Loussaint Minett, Wisconsin-Whitewater (6-0/238, Sr.) 
DL MattFechko, Mount Union (6-1/245, Sr.) 

DL. BrynnanHyland, Linfield (6-2/240, Sr.) 

DL TyreColeman, Hobart (6-1/245, Jr) 

Tremayne Williams, St. Thomas (6-2/225, Sr.) 
Sosthene Kapepula, Wesley (6-3/221, Jr.) 

Seth Mathis, Bethel (6-3/240, Sr) 

Jared Morris, Wesley (5-11/195, Sr) 

Andre Carter, Salisbury (5-11/180, Sr.) 

Bryan Gary, Waynesburg (6-3/210, Sr) 

Keith Villafranco, Mississippi College (5-7/165, Sr.) 
P Brandon Abbott, Hardin-Simmons (5-10/180, Sr.) 


21, Hardin-Simmons (6-4). The Cowboys 
never have trouble scoring points, but a 
freshman quarterback will have to find 
consistency if that trend is to continue. 
Receivers Trei Lewis, Jimmie Simpson and 
Jessie Ramos combined for 108 receptions 
last year. 

22. Waynesburg (10-1). The Yellow 

Jackets need to rebuild the offensive 

line and receiving units, but safety 

Bryan Gary and end Brandon 

Fedorka head an experienced defense. 

23. Rowan (7-3). The Profs will 
stick to the ground game to take 
advantage of an experienced offensive 
line and running back Matt Dortch, 
but the defense will be the team’s 
strength, led by safety Kurt Kingett 
and linebacker Darren Dungee. 

24, Wisconsin-Platteville (8-2). With 
eight starters back on offense, the Pioneers 
are a contender in the Wisconsin Athletic 
Conference, 

25. SUNY Cortland (9-2). The Red 
Dragons will turn to a defense led by 
linebacker Troy Beddoe to keep things 
together until a new quarterback can be 
settled on. 
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Bill’s blueprint 


Snyder's K-State approach of harvesting 
juco talent is now widespread—and never 
more so than this year. 


By Tony Jimenez JC Reports 


t's no secret that part of Kansas State’s 
blueprint is to annually recruit, land and 
then blend junior-college players into 
what is now one of the most successful 
programs in the Football 
Bowl Subdivision 
(FBS). Other schools 
are following or are 
sure to follow this 
approach that has led 
to lots of victories and 
bowl games for veteran 
Wildcats coach Bill 
Snyder. 

“The recruiting 
landscape has changed, 
with more and more 
kids who are academically prepared for 
college seeing the juco route as a viable 
alternative,” says Eduardo Nuno, the 
offensive line coach at City College of San 
Francisco, our No. 11 team this preseason. 

Sometimes, players start at a four-year 
school but end up taking the juco route 
when things don’t go as originally planned. 
That was the case with quarterbacks Nick 
Montana (Mount San Antonio) and Dylan 
Favre (Pear! River) and linebacker Ian Seau 
(Grossmont, Calif.). Each are back at four- 
year programs—Montana (son of Joe) signed 
with Tulane, Favre (nephew of Brett) with 
Tennessee-Martin and Seau (nephew of the 
late Junior Seau) with Nevada. 

The bottom line is there’s plenty of talent at 
the juco level. At Butte (Calif.), our second- 
ranked team, coach Jeff Jordan had five of his 
former players on NFL rosters and 17 others 
who started games at the FBS schools in 2012. 

All were among hundreds players from the 


Snyder 


138 two-year schools nationally who helped 
jucos continue to bea proven facilitator to 
greener pastures. 


PRESEASON TOP 25 

1. lowa Western (12-0 last season) 
Scott Strohmeier was overwhelmed putting 
together his first team in Council Bluffs for 
the 2009 season—but now he has reached 
the peak of the national JC mountain. The 
Reivers went 5-4 in 2009, then improved 
to 9-2 in 2010 and 2011 before winning the 
National Junior College Athletic Association 
(NJCAA) championship in 2012. Last year’s 
team outscored opponents by an NJCAA 
record of 5O points per game. Look for more 
of the same this season with star power 
like center Austin Stephens, wide receiver 
Geronimo Allison and defensive end Landon 
Schultz. 

2. Butte, Calif. (10-1) Green Bay Packers 
QB Aaron Rodgers often sports some type of 
Butte attire for national television interviews. 
He played in Oroville in 2002, where winning 
is the norm under coach Jeff Jordan. His past 
six teams are 56-11 with six bowl wins. Key 
returnees are return specialist Wes McCoy, 
QB Nelson Fishback, offensive tackle Jim 
Katusha and defensive lineman Brandon 
Siliga. Among the incoming transfers are 
linebacker Chris Edwards (Grand Rapids, 
Mich., CC) and running back Greg Garmon 
(Iowa). 

3. Snow, Utah (11-1) The Badgers’ offense 
will be led by QB Ryan Rosenvall, a West 
Los Angeles College transfer, and a strong 
offensive line built around Patrick Au and 
Justin Manu. The defense (No. 1 in turnovers 
and sacks in the NJCAA last season) includes 
linebacker Levi Thompson, end Pasoni 


TOP JUCO PLAYERS MOVING ON 


OFFENSE POS HT/WT JUCO(NCAASCHOOL 

Jake Waters QB 6-2/215 _lowa Western (Kansas St.) 
Cameron Artis-Payne RB  5-I1/212 Allan Hancock, Calif. (Auburn) 
Dreamius Smith RB 5-10/215 Butler, Kan. (West Virginia) 
Leon Brown OL 6-6/310_ASA,N.Y. (Alabama) 

Trenton Brown OL 6-8/350 Georgia Military (Florida) 
John McClure OL 6-4/315 Butler, Kan. (Arkansas) 
Josiah St. John OL 6-6/280 Trinity Valley, Texas (Okla.) 
Lloyd Tunstill OL 6-4/315 College of Canyons, Calif. (TCU) 
Beau Sandland TE 6-6/260 Pierce, Calif. (Miami) 

Vince Mayle WR  6-3/220 Sierra, Calif. (Washington St.) 
Deon Long WR 62/190 lowa Western (Maryland) 
Marquel Combs DL 6-3/305 Pierce, Calif. (Kansas) 

Randy Gregory DL 6-5/240 Arizona Western (Nebraska) 
Lavon Hooks DL 6-4/295 Northeast Mississippi (Ole Miss) 
Toby Johnson DL 6-5/310 Hutchinson, Kan. (Georgia) 
TigiHill LB 6-3/215 Mesa, Ariz. (Hawaii) 

Tommy Sanders 1B 6-2/215 Butler, Kan. (Texas A&M) 
Martrell Spaight LB 6-0/218 Coffeyville, Kan. (Arkansas) 
Justin Cox DB 6-3/190 East Mississippi (Mississippi St.) 
Davion Orphey DB 6-0/190 Santa Ana, Calif. (Utah) 
Duron Singleton DB 6-2/210 Fresno City, Calif. (Missouri) 
Donnell Vercher DB 6-2/210 Fresno City, Calif. (Wisconsin) 
SPECIALISTS 

Tyler Rausa K  5-10/180 Riverside, Calif. (Boise St.) 

Sam Irwin-Hill P —6-3/225 CCof San Francisco (Arkansas) 
Jordan Howard RS 5-9/175 Ventura, Calif. (Middle Tenn. State) 


Tasini, cornerback Lee Crosby and safety 
Dalton Brady. 

4. Navarro, Texas (10-2) Last year, 
Navarro won the Southwest Conference 
championship playoff game over 
Northeastern Oklahoma A&M, 62-24, by 
rushing for 535 yards, Navarro was No. 1 
in the NJCAA in rushing for the season, 
averaging 307.8 yards. Tim Wright will be 
the featured running back, and he'll have a 
solid sidekick in Cameron Washington. Other 
expected key contributors: QB Josh Greer 
(UAB transfer), wide receiver Chris Jones (a 
Texas transfer sidelined last year with a leg 
injury) and offensive linemen Carter Wall and 
Tim Hines. 

5. Mount San Antonio, Calif. (11-1) This 
is one of the premier JC programs in the land, 
a consistent winner under coach Robert 
Jastrab (84-16 in eight seasons). Delanie 
Walker (Tennessee Titans), Bruce Irvin 
(Seattle Seahawks) and Antonio Pierce (a 
member of the New York Giants’ 2007 Super 
Bowl team) are former Mounties. The best 
this season should be running back Jamal 
Overton, wide receiver Kaelin Clay and 
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Dreamius Smith 


defensive end Norman Molmol. 

6. Copiah-Lincotn, Miss. (9-3) Even 
though nine Copiah-Lincoln players signed 
with BCS schools, the Wolfpack will be 
NJCAA contenders. There are 10 returning 
starters, five on offense and five on defense. 
The Wolfpack have four consecutive winning 
seasons and are looking to get big-time play 
from offensive lineman Jacquel Johnson, wide 
receiver Casey Gladney, defensive back Greg 
Sims, safety Kalen Jackson and linebacker 
Jordan Harris. 

7. Butler, Kan. (11-1) No matter how 
many starters are on hand (defensive back 
Antwan Hadley is the only returnee this 
season), coach Troy Morrell (137-17 in 13 
seasons at E] Dorado) continues to prove he’s 
one of the best teachers in college football. 
The Grizzlies, who averaged 51.2 points per 
game last season, boast a strong offensive 
line, highlighted by Luke Hayes as well as 
tight end Steven Walker, a sterling blocker 
and receiver with size and speed. Defensive 
lineman Owen Williams should also be key. 

8. Mississippi Gulf Coast (9-2) To have 
12 starters back—six each on offense and 
defense—is unusual in juco football, but 
experience abounds in Perkinston. Wide 
receiver Dhaquille Williams, who scored 17 
touchdowns as a freshman, is expected to 
have a big season. Other proven returnees 
are huge offensive tackles Craig Frigo (6-4, 
325 pounds) and Cordarrley Gaines (6-7, 
360), defensive back Derrick Moncrief, 
linebacker Cavellis Luckett and cornerback 
Josh Keys. 

9, East Mississippi (8-2) The Lions sent 
six players to SEC schools after last season 
under coach Buddy Stephens (44-10 in five 
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OTHER JUCO STARS MOVING ON 


NAME 


Mario Alford 

SilvanoAltamirano OL 
EmmanvelBibbs ‘TE 
Javess Blue WR 
Brett Bowers OL 
Ben Bradley OT 
Nick Brassell WR 
Jeremey Chappelle WR 
Rodney Coe DE 
Joe Craig WR 
DariousCummings DL 
Edwin Delva OT 
Lyman Faoliu OT 
Matt Finnin OL 
NealuFusimalohi = OL 
David Guthrie DB 


Marcus Hardison OL 


DesmondHarrison OL 
Ofa Havtau OL 
Nate Jackson (B 
Brandon King LB 
Chongo Kondolo ol 
Quantavius Leslie WR 
Antonio Longio 1B 
Nick Marshall QB 
Chris Martin OE 
Mercy Maston (B 
Ivan McLennan \B 
Quadarias Mireles = WR 
Devon Nash DE 
Steven Nelson 0B 
Kyle Peko oT 
Gus Penning TE 
Damond Powell WR 
Deandre Roberts oT 
JonathanRumph = WR 
Quincy Russell oT 
fan Seau LB 
Traylon Shead RB 
Sione Sina LB 
Logan Stokes TE 
Jaelen Strong WR 
Geoff Swaim TE 
Myke Tavarres LB 


Charlie Tuaau oT 
Lyndon Tulimasealii DE 
Brandon Vandenburg TE 
Carroll Washington CB 
Drake Whitehurst = WR 
Aaron Wimberly RB 
Sam Wren OL 


6-4/290 
6-3/245 
6-1/190 
6-3/265 
6-2/302 
61/180 
6-2/212 
6-3/255 
5-10/170 
6-3/310 
6-3/290 
6-2/5 
6-7/300 
6-3/295 
511/200 
6-4/285 
6-8/320 


POS _HT/WT_JUCO (NCAA SCHOOL 
ATH 5-10/180 Georgia Military (West Virginia) 


San Diego Mesa, Calif, (Maryland) 
Arizona Western (lowa State) 
Butler, Kan. (Kentucky) 
Mendocino, Calif. (New Mexico) 
Hutchinson, Kan. (Auburn) 

East Mississippi (Ole Miss) 

Tyler, Texas (Mississippi St.) 
lowa Western (lowa St.) 
Copiah-Lincoln, Miss. (Memphis) 
East Mississippi (Florida) 
Antelope Valley, Calif. (Oregon St.) 
San Mateo, Calif. (Washington St) 
College of DuPage, Ill. (Nebraska) 
CCof San Francisco (Kansas) 
College of the Siskiyous (N. Mexico) 
Dodge City, Kan. (Arizona State) 
Contra Costa, Calif. (Texas) 
Snow, Utah (Oklahoma State) 
San Mateo, Calif. (Kansas St.) 
Highland, Kan. (Auburn) 

Fresno City, Calif. (Nebraska) 
Hinds, Miss. (LSU) 

Hutchinson, Kan. (Arizona State) 
Garden City, Kan. (Auburn) 

CCof San Francisco (Kansas) 
Bakersfield, Calif. (Boise State) 
El Camino, Calif. (Washington St.) 
Hinds, Miss. (Ole Miss) 

lowa Wester (Kansas State) 
College of Sequoias (Oregon St.) 
Cerritos, Calif. (Oregon State) 
Riverside, Calif. (Baylor) 

Snow, Utah (lowa) 

Ventura, Calif. (Kansas State) 
Holmes, Miss, (Georgia) 

Trinity Valley, Texas (Oklahoma) 
Grossmont, Calif. (Nevada) 
Navarro, Texas (SMU) 

College of San Mateo, Calif. (Calif.) 
Northeast Mississippi (LSU) 
Plerce, Calif. (Arizona State) 
Butte, Calif. (Texas) 

College of the Siskiyous (Arkansas) 
Riverside, Calif. (Oregon State) 
Coll. of the Desert, Calif. (Oregon St.) 
Coll. of the Desert, Calif. (Vanderbilt) 
Hartnell, Calif. (Arkansas) 

CCof San Francisco (California) 
lowa Western (lowa State) 
Arizona Western (Oklahoma St.) 


years). Over the last two seasons, the Lions 
have won 20 of 22 games and captured the 
NJCAA championship in 2011. This year, 
the Lions boast big-time freshmen in wide 
receiver Kameron Myers and linebacker 


Demetrius Cain. Twenty-three of 32 freshmen 


played in high school all-star games. There 
are good returnees in wide receiver Antoinne 
Adkins, defensive back Byerson Cockrell, 
offensive lineman Avery Gennesy, QB 


———— 


SUPER SOPHOMORES 


OFFENSE POS _HT/WT JUCO 


Tumer Baty QB 6-2/215  CCof SanFrancisco 
Curtis McGregor RB 5-10/220 Bakersfield, Calif. 
Tim Wright RB 5-11/185 Navarro, Texas 
Dontavious Blair OL 6-8/310 Garden City, Kan. 
Craig Frigo OL —6-4/325 Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Chad Mavety OL 6-6/320 Nassau, N.Y. 
Austin Stephens OL 6-3/290 _lowa Western 
Carter Wall OL 6-4/310 Navarro, Texas 
Steven Walker TE 63/240 Butler, Kan. 

Kaelin Clay WR  5-11/180 Mount San Antonio, Calif. 
Dahquille Williams WR 6-3/200 Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Pasoni Tasini DL 6-3/275 Snow, Utah 
TuiTalia DL 6-5/275 Diablo Valley, Calif, 
Alex Villarreal DL 6-4/280 NEOklahoma A&M 
Owen Williams DL 6-2/280 Butler, Kan. 

Devin Coney LB 6-1/232 Erie, N.Y. 

Nick Holt LB 6-2/235  CCof San Francisco 
Davonte Lambert LB 6-4/274 Georgia Military 
Shattle Fenteng DB 6-2/190 Hutchinson, Kan. 
Quivan Floyd OB 6-0/190 Santa Monica, Calif. 
Khambrel Garland DB 6-1/190 Arizona Western 
Damarious Randall DB 5-1/7 Mesa, Ariz. 

Tyler Blackburn K 5-1/6 Erie, N.Y. 

Pate DeMuth P  6-2/190_ Hinds, Miss. 

Tyreek Hill RS 5-10/185. Garden City, Kan. 
Wes McCoy AP 5-9/180 Butte, Calif. 


Dontreal Pruitt, linebacker Christian Russell 
and running back Lakenderic Thomas. 

10. Northeastern Oklahoma A&M (9-3) 
The Norsemen had an aggressive defense last 
year, ranking No. 3 in sacks (51) and No. Sin 
tackles for losses (73) among NJCAA teams. 
Among the returning starters on defense are 
tackle Alex Villarreal, cornerback Keishawn 
Richardson and safety Devron Moore. The 
offense, which rushed for 2,713 yards and 
passed for 2,490 a year ago, includes running 
back Casey Curtis and lineman Derrick 
Crawford. 


REST OF THE BEST 

11. City College of San Francisco (10-2) 
12. Hutchinson, Kan. (9-3) 

13. Bakersfield, Calif. (11-2) 

14, Arizona Western (8-2) 

15. Riverside, Calif. (9-2) 

16. Fresno City, Calif, (8-3) 

17. College of DuPage, Ill. (9-2) 

18. Ventura, Calif. (10-1) 

19. Trinity Valley, Texas (3-6) 

20. Saddleback, Calif. (6-5) 

21. Nassau, N.Y. (9-2) 

22. Itawamba, Miss. (6-3) 

23. Georgia Military (7-4) 

24. College of Siskiyous, Calif. (10-1) 
25 (tie). Garden City, Kan. (7-4) 

25 (tie). ASA College, N.Y. (9-1) 
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Mafian (ind.) celebratesits victory in the 
2012 NAIA national championship game, 
39°27 win over Morningside. 


Marian, Morningside 
on collision course 
for repeat title game 


By Will Long Sporting News 


he Marian (Ind.) Knights 
wrapped up their first NAIA 
national championship last 
December with a thrilling 30-27 
overtime victory over Morningside (Iowa). It 
will not come as a surprise to see those two 
teams square off again in Rome, Ga., for the 
58th NAIA national championship. 
While Marian is the 
preseason favorite to repeat, 
the Knights still have some 


|. Marian (Ind.) 
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again lead the Knights after rushing for a 
single-season school record 1,594 yards and 
18 touchdowns in 2012. 

But new coach Mark Henninger must 
replace Wiese at quarterback and hope that 
his defense will be as stingy as last season. 
The Knights allowed just 93.9 rushing yards 
per game, good for sixth nationally. Marian 
also allowed just 18.2 points per game. 

Fora chance at another title, Marian will 
need to be just as efficient this season. A year 
ago, it ranked in the top 10 in both third- and 
fourth-down conversions and allowed 
opponents to convert only 35.2 percent of 
their third-down opportunities. 

As solid defensively as Marian was last 
year, Morningside (Iowa) was even better. 
The Mustangs led the NAIA in scoring 
defense (13.2 points per game) 
and ranked second nationally 
against the run (66.9 yards 


unanswered questions. per game). Morningside must 

Not only must they replace ). Morningside (lowa) replace nine defensive starters, 

starting quarterback Adam 3. Saint Xavier (|ll.) however, so they will need an 

Wiese and coach Ted Karras, . Georgetown (Ky.) offense that averaged 44.1 points 

who left for NCAA Division 5. Cumberlands (Ky.) to carry the load early. 

II Walsh, but they will now 6. Southern Oregon Over the last four years, 

go through a full season 7. St, Francis (Ind.) no program has matched the 

taking everyone's best shot. , Missouri Valley success of Saint Xavier (Il.). 
Morningside will once 9. Grand View (lowa) The Cougars have gone 51-5 

again provide the biggest 0. Ottawa (Kan.) with one national title and three 


challenge, but the race 
is as wide-open as it has 
been in recent memory. Saint Xavier (IIl.), 
Georgetown (Ky.) and Cumberlands (Ky.) all 
pose legitimate threats to Marian. 


Marian (Ind.) rode 5-8 spark plug Tevin 
Lake and a solid defense to its first national 
title last season. Lake, a Sporting News 
preseason All-America selection, will once 
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semifinal appearances over that 
span. While this edition should 
be solid again, Saint X must replace 2012 
NAIA National Player of the Year Jimmy Coy 
(3,427 passing yards, 35 TDs). 

Georgetown (Ky.) returns seven defensive 
starters, including four players who earned 
first-team all-conference honors a season ago. 
The Tigers’ defense ranked second nationally, 
giving up just 261.2 yards per game. 
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2013 NAIA 
ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


OFFENSE 

QB Austin Dodge (6-2, 205, Jr.) Southern Oregon 
RB Terrance Cobb (5-1), 220, Sr.) Cumberlands (Ky.) 
RB Tevin Lake (5-8, 195, Jr.) Marian (Ind.) 

OL TimLadd (6-4, 280, Sr.) Saint Xavier (Ill.) 

OL KevinConnaughton (6-4, 270, Sr) Georgetown (Ky.) 
OL Austin Britt (6-2, 320, Jr.) Ottawa (Kan.) 

OL Dillon Carmichael (6-5, 318, Sr.) Doane (Neb.) 
OL Cameron Edwards (6-5, 317, Sr.) St. Francis (Ind.) 
TE Joel McCabe (6-1, 225, Sr.) Morningside (lowa) 
WR Jesse Vaughn (5-10, 184, Sr.) Evangel (Mo.) 

WR Jon Hilliger (5-11, 185, Sr.) Ottawa (Kan.) 

K Marcus Kerrigan (6-0, 180, Sr) William Penn (lowa) 
DEFENSE 

DL Andre Jolly (6-1, 225, Jr.) Baker (Kan.) 

DL Ty Phillips (6-2, 263, Jr.) Missouri Valley 

DL MarvinNewkirk Ill (6-0, 275, Sr) Kentucky Christian 
Garrett Garcia (6-1, 230, Sr.) Bethel (Kan.) 
Jeremy Wallace (6-1, 215, Sr.) St. Ambrose (lowa) 
Weston Hazelhurst (5-11, 225, Sr.) Cumberlands (Ky.) 
Zach Dolph (6-0, 215, Sr.) Saint Xavier (Ill.) 
Taylor Brown (5-11, 192, Sr.) St. Francis (Ind.) 
Tyler Davis (5-1), 176, Sr.) Missouri Valley 

Adrian Hightower (5-9, 185, Sr.) Cumberlands (Ky.) 
Jesse McCloud (6-0, 196, Jr.) Montana Western 
P Kollin Carman (6-1, 187, Sr.) St. Francis (Ind.) 


Cumberlands (Ky.) averaged 335.3 
rushing yards per game last season and returns 
the nation’s leading rusher, Terrance Cobb, as 
well as nine starters on defense. Among the 
defensive returnees are Weston Hazelhurst 
and Adrian Hightower, both Sporting News 
preseason All-America selections. 

The Southern Oregon Raiders should 
be able to air the ball out with the return of 
quarterback Austin Dodge, who led the NAIA 
in passing yards per game (423.0) last year. 

Coach Kevin Donley, the winningest coach 
in NAIA history, returns 17 starters at Saint 
Francis (Ind.), including Sporting News 
All-America selection Taylor Brown in the 
secondary. 

Missouri Valley returns the nation’s sack 
leader in Ty Phillips, plus Tyler Davis, who led 
the Vikings with eight interceptions in 2012. 

Grand View (Iowa) returns all 11 
offensive starters from a team that averaged 
27.1 points per game a year ago. The Vikings 
should be able to increase their offensive 
output this season. 

Receiver Jon Hilliger and lineman Austin 
Britt will form the nucleus of a solid offense 
for Ottawa (Kan.), which returns seven 
starters to a unit that averaged 36.5 points per 
game. 
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Sister’s move to LSU gives Tigers clear shot 
at five-star Texas cornerback Tony Brown. 


By Brian McLaughlin 


with reasoning like ... “It is close to 

home” ... “I will play early” ... “I like 
the coaches and campus” ... “A lot of play- 
ers from there go to the NFL”. 

Rarely do you hear, “Because my sister is 
going there”. 

With rising senior Tony Brown, that 
might be a leading reason if he eventually 
chooses LSU. The Beaumont (Texas) Ozen 
High cornerback is very close to his sister, 
Bealoved Brown. She is a year older than 
him and decided to run track for the Tigers 
next year. Tony is also a track and field star, 
a sprinter/hurdler, and plans to compete in 
both sports in college. 

Because of the family connection, LSU 
became a serious contender—if not a 
leader—for one of the most talented prep 
cornerbacks in the nation. Yes, he’s from 
Texas—and the pull of the Texas Longhorns 
and Texas A&M Aggies is strong anywhere 
in the Lone Star State. But Baton Rouge (La.) 
is actually closer to home than Austin, and is 
of comparable distance to College Station— 
and, once again, there’s the sibling bond. 

“Tm definitely weighing all of my options, 
and all of them have offered me,” Brown 
says. “Since my sister committed to LSU, I'll 
evaluate them more than I was before, even 
though they were already high on my list. 
I'm not really going to have an early commit- 
ment. I won’t make it last-second, either.” 

He has more than two dozen scholar- 
ship offers, including ones from national 
champion Alabama, runner-up Notre Dame, 
Texas A&M, Texas, Ohio State, Oklahoma 
and USC. 

“I feel like for every athlete in Texas, it’s 
a big deal to be recruited by the biggest 
schools in your home state,” Brown says. 
“It’s really cool that they think so highly of 


Aer decision is usually followed 
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66 The college 
coaches | talk to 
say they feel like 
!cango down 
the field with 
any receiver, that 
they know! can 


me. I'm really excited about that.” 

So why is there so much interest in 
this cornerback from Beaumont? What 
makes him and, in many ways, his sister, so 
important? 

Put simply, speed. 

Earlier this year, he ran a time of 7.76 sec- 
onds in the 60-meter hurdles at an indoor 
meet in Idaho, topping the previous best 
for high school runners. At the Texas nae ip 
Southern Relays, he ran the 100 meters in 
10.61 seconds, and he won the 110 hurdles 
with a personal best time of 13.74. 

These times show his ability to fly, but 
college coaches like his football instincts, 
too. At 6-0 and 185 pounds, with 4.4-second 
speed in the 40, he has the raw tangibles 
going for him, but that’s not all. 

“The college coaches I talk to say they 
feel like I can go down the field with any 
receiver, that they know I can take a 
receiver out of the game,” Brown 
says. “Whether it’s the best receiver 
on their team or in the country, 
they feel like I can do that. They 
like my competitiveness, and 
they talk about how much 
they can tell I want to 
win. They say they like 
my aggressiveness and 
my speed and that Ihave a 
lot of upside. ... 

“Treally won't get burned out about all of 
this because my focus is always on the work 
and on the future; I use that to fuel me,” 
he continues. “I never go brag about what 
I'm doing. I try not to get caught up in all of 
that. I feel everybody my age should enjoy 
(recruiting). You get to meet the coaches you 
see on TV as a kid. It’s like dreams manifest- 
ing. So I try to live in the moment ... stay 
humble. I believe in karma.” 
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By Brian McLaughlin 


NEXT! 


This year’s crop of seniors is especially strong in 
the secondary, where a big impact should be felt 
in college football as soon as next season. 


college football preview, fans could 

have read about a high school junior 
named Marcus Lattimore, or another 
junior named Jadeveon Clowney. 
Louis Nix, Lache Seastrunk and Keith 
Marshall were all talked about in this 
space, too—more than a year before 
they graduated from high school, and 
several years before they were impact 
players in college. 

Now Lattimore is heading to the NFL, 
Clowney looks like the No. 1 overall 
NFL draft pick in 2014, Nix made a name 


[: years past, in this very spot in our 


for himself at Notre Dame last fall, as 
did Seastrunk at Baylor and Marshall at 
Georgia. 

It’s a blast to try to predict who will 
be the next impact player—especially 
when it’s so far in advance. There have 
been a few whiffs here, too. But many 
of the picks have been spot-on and one 
can be sure that some of the players 
mentioned below will go on to have 
solid NFL careers. 

So, without further ado, here’s a 
position-by-position breakdown of 
Sporting News’ Class of 2014 High 
School All-America Team: 


There isn’t the depth at quarterback 
in this class that there sometimes is, 
making the elite ones even more special. 
There are definitely some outstanding 
individuals, and several signal-callers 
are already committed. One to keep 
an eye on is Drew Barker of Kentucky. 
While Louisville and Kentucky would 
love to keep him close to home, he has 
his share of college options, many of 
which are in the SEC. While Barker was 
still undecided as of this spring, Will 
Grier is all wrapped up with his recruit- 
ing and is Florida-bound. He is another 
tremendous talent who had eye-popping 
statistics last fall as a junior at Davidson 
(N.C.) Day School. Other quality QBs 
include California native Keller Chryst, 
who has USC and Stanford after him, 
and Clemson commitment Deshaun 


Watson. Don't be surprised if most of 
the quarterbacks start committing to 
schools by early summer—that’s the 
trend once spring evaluations and unof- 
ficial visits wrap up. 


It’s a good year for running backs, 
and leading the way is phenom Sony 
Michel, who seems as though he has 
been grabbing headlines since elemen- 
tary school. In fact, he was identified 
as a major talent as far back as 2008 
and 2009 when he came to camps as 
a middle-schooler. Now he’s 5-11 and 
205 pounds and everybody in the world 
wants him. He’s a south Florida product, 
so it’s no surprise that Miami, Florida 
and Florida State made his cut. He has 
already dropped Alabama from his list. 
... Leonard Fournette is a Louisiana 
product with good size (6-2, 230 pounds) 
and a trail of schools chasing him. Not 
surprisingly, LSU is all over him. Rarely 
do players of Fournette’s caliber leave 
Louisiana. Still, SEC West rivals Ala- 
bama, Auburn and Texas A&M are hard 
after him. ... The wild card of this elite 
bunch is Oklahoma commitment Samaje 
Perine, who is solid as a rock and runs a 
4.41 in the 40-yard dash. 


Michiah Quick is one of those athletes 
who could end up dominating at wide 
receiver or cornerback. He may also 
return kicks and punts, and he dreams 
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of being on the field in all three facets in 
the same game. The powerhouse Pac-12 
programs all want the California native, 
as well as Alabama, Notre Dame and 
Oklahoma. ... Trevion Thompson has 
good size and, unlike Quick, there’s no 
doubt about the position he'll play—he’s 
a pure receiver. The North Carolinian 
has most of the ACC on his tail, while 
much of the SEC is also keyed in on 
him. ... Tyler Luatua is another one of 
those multidimensional athletes who 
could end up in several different posi- 
tions, but he would make a superb tight 
end at the next level. The Californian 

is 6-4 and 230 pounds and has coaches 
from coast to coast after him. If he 
doesn’t play tight end, he’ll probably 
wind up at defensive end. 


> OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 

Three of the five linemen listed as 
first-teamers are already committed. 
Many times, offensive linemen zero in 
on a school earlier in the process and 
commit early. That's exactly the case 
with Demetrius Knox (Texas), Ross 
Pierschbacher (Iowa) and Casey Tucker 
(USC), Pierschbacher made a big name 
for himself last summer when he was 
one of only three sophomores invited to 
NIKE’s The Opening camp in Oregon. 
The other 150 or so athletes were all 
juniors entering their senior seasons. 
Knox is a Texas native who made his 
commitment to the Trojans last summer. 
... Some argue that Cameron Robinson is 
the top offensive lineman in the nation. 
The Louisiana native has the usual 
suspects from the SEC hounding him. 
He's another one of those prospects 
who will have to be wrestled away from 
LSU. Of course, Alabama is going to try. 
... Being from Kansas, Braden Smith’s 
recruitment is a little bit tougher to 
gauge. Dozens of schools are hard after 
him, including most of the Big 12 and Big 
Ten. He’s a talented tackle and, at 6-6 and 
275 pounds, has room to grow. 


> DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 

When the dominance of the SEC is 
discussed in college football circles, 
defensive ends and defensive tackles 
are central to the conversation. The elite 
ones have the speed of a strong safety 
combined with the size of an offensive 
tackle. Once again, this is a bumper crop, 
especially at end. Heading up the list is 
arguably the No. 1 overall prospect in the 
2014 class, Da’Shawn Hand. The Virginia 
native is big, quick, savvy and witty—he 


became quite popular for his sense of 
humor last summer as one of three rising 
juniors at NIKE’s The Opening camp. 

He has a top five of Alabama, Florida, 
Michigan, South Carolina and Virginia 
Tech. ... Malik McDowell is one big 
dude, even for a defensive lineman. The 
Detroit native is 6-6 and 300 pounds, 

yet is projected to play end, not tackle. 
Not surprisingly, coach Brady Hoke 
would really like to see him stay close 

to home at Michigan, but many national 
powers are trying to lure him away. ... 
For the record, the talent in Virginia is 
eye-popping this year, and tackle Andrew 
Brown is a good example. Whether it’s 
the in-state schools Virginia and Virginia 
Tech, or Florida and Florida State, or 
BCS national champion Alabama or 
rising-power Ohio State, they all want 
this compact and powerful tackle. ... 
With nearly three-dozen scholarship 
offers to count before his senior year 
begins, Khairi Clark is attracting consider- 
able attention. The south Florida native 
is a major target for Miami, but the Hur- 
ricanes will have their hands full keeping 
him close to home because he has a lot 
of BCS options. 


> LINEBACKERS 

Hoza Scott is a great example of what 
has changed with Texas A&M recruiting. 
A few years ago, a player like him rarely 
considered the Aggies over Texas or 
Alabama or LSU or USC. Now, thanks to 
the season the Aggies put together last 
year and the hype of having Heisman 
winner Johnny Manziel back, there is a 
buzz around the program and it is attract- 
ing big-time talent. Scott committed to 
the Aggies before Christmas last year and 
never looked back. He's clearly the best 
player Texas A&M has for 2014, and the 
program was the first to get to 10 com- 
mitments. ... Clifton Garrett has good 
size at inside linebacker, sporting a 6-3, 
220-pound frame. The Illinois native has 
more than two-dozen scholarship offers 
from BCS programs, and that number 
will continue to rise. Schools from the 
Big Ten, SEC, Big 12 and, of course, 
Notre Dame, want him. ... Marquis Ware 
is a multidimensional athlete who could 
play tight end but most likely will end 
up at outside linebacker because of his 
playmaking abilities on defense. Being 
from California, he’s likely headed to the 
Pac-12, as Oregon and USC are pushing 
hard. ... Rock-solid inside linebacker 
Tre Williams probably won't escape 
the SEC. He’s an Alabama native and, 


not surprisingly, has the Crimson Tide, 
Auburn, Florida and LSU all over him. 
Tt would be a shocker if he leaves the 
region, much less the state. 


> DEFENSIVE BACKS 

This is one of the deepest pools of 
secondary talent in years. ... Tony 
Brown's sister is heading to LSU for 
track and field, and that may have a lot 
to do with where the Texan ends up 
playing cornerback. Brown also wants 
to compete as a sprinter/hurdler in track 
and field, which could affect his decision, 
too. The Texas schools are still in the 
mix, and he says others have a chance, 
but one has to think LSU is a big leader. 
This speedster will be a difference-maker 
wherever he ends up playing defense. 
... Marlon Humphrey is another product 
of Alabama—he’s the son of former 
Tide running back Bobby Humphrey. 
The cornerback is out of storied prep 
program Hoover and is likely another 
one of those stud defensive standouts 
who'll pick the Crimson Tide and eventu- 
ally end up in the NFL. ... Quin Blanding 
will play safety at Virginia, staying close 
to home with his high school teammate, 
2013 signee Taquan Mizzell. Getting both 
five-star prospects from the Hampton 
Roads area to Charlottesville was quite a 
coup for the Cavaliers, ... After attending 
Texas’ junior day, Nick Watkins made it 
clear to us that he’s no lock to become a 
Longhorn, even though he’s from Dallas. 
That leaves a lot of schools drooling to 
land this cornerback. Almost all of the 
key Big 12 and SEC schools want him, 
as well as Ohio State, Notre Dame and 
UCLA. 


> ATHLETES 

New Jersey native Jabrill Peppers was 
a 1,000-yard running back and a stud 
in the secondary as a cornerback last 
season. He can do it all, which fits the 
“athlete” position. He has a top five of 
Alabama, Michigan, Notre Dame, Ohio 
State and Stanford, and it’s anybody’s 
guess who will be the big winner. 


> KICKERS/PUNTERS 

Gary Wunderlich is one of the few 
juniors who holds an early BCS scholar- 
ship offer—two actually, Texas A&M 
and Virginia, He has been a star on the 
kicking-camp circuit, and is strong on 
kickoffs, punting and field goals. He has 
good hang time on his punts, hovering 
in the 5.0-second range. His leg will take 
him far at the college level. 
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ALL- AMERICA FIRST TEAM 


SPORTING NEWS 


CLASS OF 2014 HIGH SCHOOL ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


POS PLAYER SCHOOL HOMETOWN COMMITMENT 
OFFENSE 

—_QB__ DrewBarker 6-4/205 Conner _ Burlington, Ky. Undecided 

RB _Samaje Perine 511/215 Hendrickson Pflugerville, Texas Oklahoma 

RB __Leonard Fournette 6-2/230 St. Augustine New Orleans, La. _Undecided 

RB Sony Michel §-11/205 American Heritage Plantation, Fla. Undecided 

TE TylerLuatua 6-4/215 La Mirada La Mirada, Calif. Undecided 

WR__ Michiah Quick 5-11/170 Central High East Fresno, Calif. _Undecided 
WR___Trevion Thompson _6- 3/180 Hillside : Durham, N.C Undecided 

__OL Demetrius Knox 6 4/305 All Saints’ Episcopal Fort Worth, Texas _Texas = 

OL _ Ross Pierschbacher 6-5/270 CedarFalls CedarFallslowa lowa 

OL Cameron Robinson 6-6/315 West Monroe Monroe,La, Undecided 

OL Braden Smith 6-6/280 Olathe South Sr _ Olathe, Kan. Undecided 

OL Casey Tucker 6-6/270 Hamilton Chandler, Ariz. USC 


K/P ue 6-0/180 ee = ae Tenn. Undecided 


DE _Da'Shawn Hand — 6-5/245 Woodbridge Woodbridge, Va. 

DE _ MalikMcDowell 6-6/300 Loyola Detroit, Mich. lade 
DT Andrew Brown 6-4/295 Oscar Smith Chesapeake, Va. Undecided 
DT KhairiClark 6-3/300 Chaminade Hollywood, Fla. Undecided 
LB CliftonGarrett 6-2/215 Plainfield South Plainfield, Ill, Undecided 
LB Hoza Scott 6-3/225 LaPorte LaPorte, Texas Texas A&M 
LB Marquis Ware 6-2/210 Bishop Mora Salesian _ Los Angeles, Calif. Undecided 
LB TreWilliams ___ 62/220 St. Paul's Episcopal Mobile, Ala. Undecided 
DB TonyBrown 6-1/185 Ozen Beaumont, Texas Undecided 
DB Marlon Humphrey 6-0/175 Hoover Hoover, Ala. Undecided 
DB _NickWatkins 6-1/180 Bishop Dunne Dallas, Texas Undecided 
DB Quin Blanding 6-2/200 Bayside Virginia Beach, Va. Virginia 
ATH _Jabrill Peppers 6-0/190 Paramus Catholic Paramus,N.J. Undecided 


ALL-AMERICA secon TEAM 


POS PLAYER HT/WT SCHOOL HOMETOWN COMMITMENT 
OFFENSE 

QB WillGrier 6-3/185 Davidson Day _ Davidson, N.C. Florida 

RB Adam Choice __5-9/200 Thomas County Central Thomasville, Ga. Undecided 

—fa inlet Jalen Hurd _ “ 6-3/200 Beech ais Hendersonville, Tenn. Tennessee E 
Joseph ' Yearby 5-9/190 Miami Central Miami, Fla. Miami 

= Bryce Dixon 6-4/220 St. Bonaventure Ventura, Calif. = Undecided 

WR KDCannon_ 6-1/165 Mount Pleasant _ Mount Pleasant, Texas __ Undecided . 

WR __ Malachi Dupre 63/175 John Curtis River Ridge, La. Undecided 

OL Mason Cole 6-5/275 East Lake Tarpon Springs, Fla, Michigan 

OL _Jamarco Jones 6-5/285 DelaSalle Chicago, Ill. Undecided 

OL JordanPoland 6-8/335 La Jolla Country Day LaJolla, Calif. USC 

OL Damian Prince 6-6/305 Bishop McNamara Forestville, Md. Undecided 

OL Bentley Spain 6-6/295 Providence Charlotte, N.C. Undecided 

K/P Freeman Jones 6-0/175 Bunn Bunn, N.C. North Carolina 


__DE _ BlakeMcClain 6-4/260 —_ Sandalwood Jacksonville, Fla. Alorida State 

DE _ Gerald Willis 6-4/250 _ Edna Karr New Orleans, La. Undecided 

DT JoshFrazier 63/330 Har-Ber Springdale, Ark. Undecided 

DT __ Travonte Valentine 6-4/295 Bayside Palm Bay, Fla. Undecided 

LB DanteBooker 6-3/220 St. Vincent-St. Mary Akron,Ohio Undecided s 

LB Kain Daub 6-3/230 Sandalwood Jacksonville, Fla. Undecided 

LB Raekwon McMillan 6-2/230 Liberty County Hinesville, Ga. Undecided 

LB NylesMorgan 6-3/220 Crete-Monee Crete, Ill. Undecided = 
DB CedricCollins 5-10/170 Skyline Dallas, Texas Texas A&M 

DB _Laurence Jones 6-2/210 Neville Monroe, La. Undecided 

DB Edward Paris 6-1/190 Timberview Mansfield, Texas LSU 

DB _Jalen Tabor 6-1/5 Friendship Academy Washington, D.C. Undecided 

__ ATH _ BoScarborough 62/220 Northridge Tuscaloosa, Ala. — Alabama 
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DE __ Derick Roberson 6-4/225 Brennan San Antonio, Texas 
DE Dante Sawyer 6-4/250 _ North Gwinnett Suwanee, Ga. 
DE Chad Thomas 6-5/240 Washington Miami, Fla. 
DE Solomon Thomas 6-3/245 Coppell Coppell, Texas 
DE Andrew Trumbetti 6-5/250 __ Demarest Demarest, N.J. 
DE _Verondtae Wilkinson 6-3/220__Trotwood-Madison Trotwood, Ohio 
DE Andrew Williams 6-4/230 Eagles Landing McDonough, Ga. 
DT __Dontavius Russell 63/300 Carrollton Carrollton, Ga. 
BT _Demarcus Christmas 6-4/290 Manatee Bradenton, Fla. 
DT CraigEvans 6-3/350 _SunPrairie Sun Prairie, Wis. 
DT __BryanMone 6-4/315 Highland Salt Lake City, Utah 
DT __ Anthony Moten 63/260 St. ThomasAquinas _—Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 
DT__SamMustipher 63/285 _ Good Counsel Olney, Md. 
DT __Detrick Nnadi 6-2/295 _ OceanLakes Virginia Beach, Va. 
DT ElishaShaw 6-4/295 Tucker Atlanta, Ga. 
DT __Ainuu Tava 6-1/270__ Lompoc Senior Lompoc, Calif. 
DT __ Dexter Wideman 6-4/275 Saluda Saluda, S.C. 
LB OtaroAlaka 63/210 _ Cypress Falls Houston, Texas 
LB _DillonBates 63/220 __ Ponte Vedra Ponte Vedra, Fla. 
LB Derik Calhoun 6-0/215 —_ElCerrito El Cerrito, Calif. 
LB _JamardreCobb 6-2/215 _BishopMoraSalesian _Los Angeles, Calif. 
POS PLAYER HT/WT SCHOOL HOMETOWN LB Kevin Crosby 62/225 Bamberg Ehrhardt Bamberg, S.C. 
DB _Jamal Adams 6-0/190 Hebron Lewisville, Texas LB Rashaan Evans 63/215 Auburn Auburn, Ala. 
DB BuddaBaker 510/175 __ Bellevue Bellevue, Wash. LB Michael Ferns 63/235 __St. Clairsville St Clairsville, Ohio 
DB Kalvarez Bessent 6-0/170__ Camden County Kingsland, Ga. LB Cameron Hampton 6-2/205 Carter Dallas, Texas 
DB RonnieClark 6-3/205 Calera Calera, Ala. LB Jordan Hoiem 6-4/210__ Baldwin Wailuku, Hawaii 
DB _DukeDawson 5-11/185 _ Dixie County Cross City, Fla. LB Christian Miller 6-3/200 Spring Valley Columbia, S.C. 
DB EdwinFreeman 6-1/200 Bowie Arlington, Texas LB KevinMouhon 6-3/215 _Norcross Norcross, Ga. 
DB KyleGibson 6-0/180 Armwood Seffner, Fla. LB Delvin Purifoy 6-3/215 _ Pensacola Catholic Pensacola, Fla. 
DB NickGlass 6-1/200 Peachtree Ridge Suwanee, Ga. LB ChrisRegister 6-4/220 Dudley Greensboro, N.C. 
DB Wesley Green 51/170 __ King Lithonia, Ga. LB _ KorieRogers 62/220 _ Buford Buford, Ga. 
DB DavionHall 63/195 _Liberty-Eylau Texarkana, Texas LB Josh Walker 61/220 _ Gilmer Gilmer, Texas 
DB ChrisHardeman 5-9/180 Taylor Houston, Texas LB Denzel Ware 62/215 __ Opp Opp, Ala. 
DB TreonHarris 5-I/170__ Washington Miami, Fla. LB ZachWhitley 6-2/220 _North Shore Sr Galena Park, Texas 
DB NickHarvey 510/170 Travis Richmond, Texas LB Dwight Williams 6-1/215 _Junipero Serra Gardena, Calif. 
DB KiyHester 6-1/200 St. Joseph's Montvale, N.J. LB Kenny Young 6-2/225 John CurtisChristian _River Ridge, La. 
DB Adore Jackson 5-10/170 __Junipero Serra Gardena, Calif. OL Kendall Baker 6-6/270 Marist School Atlanta, Ga. 
DB JC Jackson 5-11/185__ Immokalee Immokalee, Fla. OL TyBarrett 6-5/300 Skyline Dallas, Texas 
DB Darrion Johnson 5-1/170__ Brenham Brenham, Texas OL AlexBars 6-6/285 Montgomery Bell Nashville, Tenn. 
DB ToddKelly Jr. 5-11/180 Webb School Knoxville, Tenn. OL Jackson Barton 6-7/275 _ Brighton Salt Lake City, Utah 
DB TreyMarshall 61/185 Columbia Lake City, Fla. OL Andy Bauer 6-5/280 De Smet Jesuit St. Louis, Mo. 
DB MontaeNicholson 63/200 Gateway Monroeville, Pa. OL _ Garrett Brumfield 6-4/270__University Laboratory _ Baton Rouge, La. 
DB _ Steven Parker 6-2/185__Jenks Jenks, Okla. OL _Jimmy Byrne 6-4/285 _St. Ignatius Cleveland, Ohio 
DB _ D'Andre Payne 5-10/165 Friendship Academy —_ Washington, D.C. OL WillClapp 6-4/710__Brother Martin New Orleans, La. 
DB Adarius Pickett 6-0/175 _ El Cerrito Senior El Cerrito, Calif. OL TerellCuney 6-4/260 _Jasper Jasper, Texas 
DB Kendall Randolph 5-1/175 __ Lincoln Tallahassee, Fla. OL _ Natrell Curtis 6-2/300 _ Mountain Pointe Phoenix, Ariz. 
DB T'Kevian Rockwell 61/190 Wylie Wylie, Texas OL Trevor Darling 6-5/315__MiamiCentral Miami, Fla. 
DB Brandon Simmons 6-1/180___ Timberview Mansfield, Texas OL JadenGault 67/275 _ Monona Grove Monona Grove, Wis. 
DB _DJ.Smith 6-0/175 Walton __ Marietta, Ga. OL _ Reilly Gibbons 6-6/270 St.Petersburg Catholic _St. Petersburg, Fla. 
DB John Smith 6-1/200 _ Long Beach Poly Long Beach, Calif. OL _JayHayes 6-5/275 _ Poly Prep CDS Brooklyn, NY. 
DB Arrion Springs 6-0/190 _ Roosevelt San Antonio, Texas OL Roderick Johnson 6-7/320__ Hazelwood Central Florissant, Mo. 
DB _ Dylan Sumner-Gardner 6-1/195 __ West Mesquite Mesquite, Texas OL Marcelys Jones 6-5/325 Glenville Cleveland, Ohio 
DB Troy Vincent 510/175 _ Gilman School Baltimore, Md. OL _NickLinder 6-1/265 St. ThomasAquinas _Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 
DB _ Devin Voorhies 6-1/185 Wilkinson County Woodville, Miss. OL ToaLobendahn 6-5/285 _LaHabra La Habra, Calif. 
DB _Jaleel Wadood 5-11/160 St.John Bosco Bellflower, Calif. OL Damien Mama 6-5/340 St.John Bosco Bellflower, Calif. 
DB Damon Webb 6-0/175 Cass Tech Detroit, Mich. OL Corey Martinez 6-4/290 _ Tampa Catholic Tampa, Fla. 
DB Darius West 6-0/185 _LimaCentral Catholic _ Lima, Ohio OL Connor Mayes 6-5/320__ Van Alstyne Van Alstyne, Texas 
DB Partker Westphal 6-0/175 _ Bolingbrook Bolingbrook, Ill. OL KC. McDermott 6-6/280 Palm Beach Central Wellington, Fla. 
DB Quincy Wilson 6-2/195 _ University School Fort Lauderdale, Fla. OL Andrew Mike 6-7/210__ Sabino Tucson, Ariz. 
DE _Jesse Aniebonam 6-4/230__ Good Counsel _ Olney, Md. OL _ Steven Moss 65/275 _ Chancellor Fredericksburg, Va. 
DE _LorenzoFeatherston 6-7/215 _ Page Greensboro, N.C. OL Quenton Nelson 6-5/280 _Red Bank Catholic Red Bank, NJ. 
DE —_JakeMcMillon 6-3/240 Abilene Abilene, Texas OL __NickRichardson 6-5/280__Westerville-Central Westerville, Ohio 
DE __ Kentavious Street 6-4/255 Rose Greenville, N.C OL __ Dalton Risner 6-4/285 _ Wiggins Wiggins, Colo. 
DE _Justin Thornton 6-5/220 Vigor Prichard, Ala. OL DonellStanley — 6-4/315__ Latta Latta, S.C. 
DE __KeyonBrown 6-4/235 Hardee Senior Wauchula, Fla. OL Viane Talamaivao 63/285 _ Centennial Corona, Calif. 
DE _Lorenzo Carter 6-6/235___ Norcross Norcross, Ga. OL Rod Taylor 6-4/295 _ Callaway Sr Jackson, Miss. 
DE _DeondreClark 6-4/230 Douglass Oklahoma City, Okla. OL Kyle Trout 6-6/280 Lancaster Lancaster, Ohio 
DE _Qualen Cunningham 6-4/225 Hamilton Chandler, Ariz. OL IsaiahWynn 63/265 Lakewood Saint Petersburg, Fla. 
DE _ Garrett Dickerson 6-4/240 Bergen Catholic Oradell, N.J. QB David Cornwell 6-4/235 North Norman, Okla. 
DE Malik Dorton 62/220 _ St.John Bosco Bellflower, Calif. QB DJ.Gillins 63/185 __ Eagle's View Jacksonville, Fla. 
DE Myles Garrett 6-4/230 Martin Arlington, Texas QB  RafePeavey 6-2/205 _ Bolivar Bolivar, Mo. 
DE —_DavonGodchaux 6-4/245 Plaquemine Senior Plaquemine, La. QB KyleAllen 6-2/195 _Desert Mountain Scottsdale, Ariz. 
DE _JalynHolmes 6-5/230__Lake Taylor Norfolk, Va. QB Keller Chryst 63/215 _PaloAlto Palo Alto, Calif. 
DE _ NifaeLealao 6-2/280 _ Capital Christian Sacramento, Calif. QB William Crest 6-4/190 Dunbar Baltimore, Md. 
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POS PLAYER HT/WT SCHOOL HOMETOWN 2 os Vet a 
‘QB Brandon Dawkins 6-4/215 Oaks listian Westlake Vilage, Cal Ree ia 63/20 _ Manalapan Mana apa, 
‘QB Justice ansen 63/190 SantaFe Edmond, Okla oe oe A eee 
QB TylerHarris 6-4/210 _ Pierce County Blackshear, Ga. = Spee ho ote einai te — 
QB Jerrod Heard 62/180 _ Guyer Denton, Texas ee ee wae Cnty em, Fla, —_ 
“QB Caleb Henderson 64/205 Lake Braddock Burke, Va, wa tary ee ee ee 
8 Jaca 63000 St) Gomes SC WN dens 670 Deserta Sts i 
QB Deshaun Watson 63/75 _ Gainesville Gainesville, Ga. WR Dominique Booth 61190 Pik = Indian lis Ind 
QB _ Manny Wilkins 63/185 _ San Marin Novato, Calif. om oe “ pe 
RB NickChubb 5-10/210 Cedartown Cedartown, Ga WR_hstin Brent Sear Spestvay Seriot_ Spee. it 
RB Tony James 510/165 _ Gainesville Gainesville. Fa, WRt_Ryeshene Bronson 53/16) — Ountit Fortes Aa, _ 
BS esha 5.0/1 Seabreere “Daytona Beach fla WR _JalenBrown 6-2/170 __ Mountain Pointe __ Phoenix, Ariz. 
= —— = — R K T j 
RB Varshaun Nixon 510/185 _ Lake Travis Austin, Texas * See ee ae cane eas 
. ee ree Hestbeptod ee WR__ Cameron Denson 61/170 Salpointe Catholic Tucson, Ariz. 

_ : —— WR__ Armanti Foreman 6-0/170 _TexasCity _ TexasCity, Texas 
RB __Dalvin Warmack 5-9/180___Blue Springs Blue Springs. Mo. WR _ Chris Godwin 62/200 _ Middletown Middletown, Del. 
RB Mikale Wilbon 5-9/190 _DeLaSalle Chicago, Ill. WR _Jamoral Graham 51165 _ Newton County Decatur, Miss. 
x tes ty a tas Normes Ea WR __ DrakeHartis 63/175 GrandRapidsChristian Grand Rapids, Mich. 
RB UR buTor ATayeNe OF, PISS WR Lorenzo Joe 6-2/180 Cooper Abilene, Texas 
RB _ Donald atalon 51/195 _ Eisenhower Houston, Texas WR DemetriusJohnson __—-6-2/190__ Annapolis AreaCChristian Annapolis, Md. 
RB __DalvinCook 51190 _MiamiCentral_ Miami, Fla. WR __ Rahshead Johnson 53175 __ Jordan Long Beach, Calif. 
= aeorent Ve cersrerae Pao WR _Jamil Kamara 6-2/195 Bishop Sullivan Catholic Virginia Beach, Va._ 

an Food r artotteLathouc notte, NL. WR __ Derek Kief 6-5/185 LaSalle Cincinnati, Ohio 
RB _Justin Jackson 5-1/0 __ Glenbard North Carol Stream, Ill. WR DemareKitt 6-195 Sandy Creek 7" Tyrone, Ga. 
RB _Jeff Jones 6-0/190 __WashbunSt.__Minneapolis,Minn. _ = WR _ErmonLane 6-2/195 _ Homestead Homestead, Fla. 
RB __JoeMixon 6-1/205 _ Freedom Oakley, Calif. WR Marshon Lattimore 6-0/75 Glenville Cleveland, Ohio 
RB __Derrell Scott 51/185 Havelock Havelock, N.C. WR AllenLazard 6-5/190 Urbandale Urbandale, lowa 
a 

as _ Ww __brOKeN AITOW, Ukia. WR inn 6-190 Ba Lake Charles,La, 

RB _ Racean Thomas 51195 Oxford Oxford, Ala. WR Dwight Reynolds 6-2/5 Charlotte —=—PuntaGorda,Fla. 
RB Stanley Williams 5-9/190 George Walton Bethlehem, Ga. WR Austin Roberts 6-2/195 Carmel Carmel, Ind. 
RB _ Nick Wilson 5-11195 CentralEast_ =—=—Ss—_—Fresno, Calif. WR Artavis Scott 6-0/175 _ East Lake Tarpon Springs,Fla. 
TE _JebBlazevich 6-4/240 Charlotte Christian Charlotte, N.C. WR Cameron Sims 6-4/195 Ouachita Parish Monroe, La. 
TE _ Darrell Cloy 63/220 _LaHabra La Habra, Calif. WR __ Thaddeus Snodgrass 6-2/5 __ Springfield Springfield, Ohio 
‘TE _ RavianPierce 6-4/210 _ Plantation Plantation, Fla. — _WR_OmarTritt 5-10/180__St. Johns College Washington, D.C. 
TE Dalton Schultz 6-5/230 Bingham South Jordan, Utah WR __Dareian Watkins 6-2/185 Galion Galion, Ohio 
TE —_CannonSmith 6-5/230 Hammond Columbia,S.C WR_ K.J.Williams 63/180 __Liberty Bethlehem, Pa. 


POS PLAYER 
DE  Shameik Blackshear 
WR Cordell Broadus 
WR George Campbell 
WR KekeCoutee 
TE Jordan Davis 
QB Kevin Dillman 
DB Eric Glover-Williams 
RB DamienHarris 
OL = MitchHyatt 
‘DB —_Derwin James 
DT = CeCe Jefferson 
QB De’AndreJohnson 


HT/WT SCHOOL 


6-5/230 Bluffton 
6-2/185 Diamond Bar 
6-5/200 _—_ East Lake 
510/70 Lufkin 
6-4/250  ClearLake 
6-4/205 — LaMirada 
5-9/165 McKinley 
5-11/205 Madison Southern 
6-5/265 North Gwinnett 
6-3/185 Auburndale 
6-2/250 Baker County 
6-0/165 ‘First Coast 
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TO WATCH 


FORIN 2015 


HOMETOWN } 
Bluffton, S.C. t 
Diamond Bar, Calif. 

Tarpon Springs, Fla. 
Lufkin, Texas 

Houston, Texas 

La Mirada, Calif. 

Canton, Ohio 

Berea, Ky. 

Suwanee, Ga. 

Auburndale, Fla. 

Glen St. Mary, Fla. 
Jacksonville, Fla. 


-RB  Kerryon Johnson 
WR Jaason Lewis 
DT —DaylonMack 
DB RicoMcGraw 
RB Jacques Patrick 
OL Javon Patterson 
/LB Sherrod Pittman 
/OL —-RenoRosene 
RB Jordan Scarlett 
QB David Sills 
DB Delonte Thompson 


DB Kevin Toliver Il 


DT Shyheim Tuttle 


“6-0/180 


6-3/230 
6-2/300 
6-0/180 
6-2/200 
6-4/275 
61/215 
6-5/290 
5-11/190 
63/180 
6-2/115 
6-2/180 
6-3/280 


North Davidson 


Madison Academy Madison, Ala. 1 ) 
Ocean Lakes Virginia Beach, Va. i 
Gladewater Gladewater, Texas 
Ensworth Nashville, Tenn. 
Timber Creek Orlando, Fla. 
Petal Petal, Miss. 
First Coast Jacksonville, Fla. 
Oaks Christian Westlake Village, Calif. 
University School Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 
Eastem Christian Academy Elkton, Md. 
West Orange-Stark Orange, Texas 
Trinity Christian Jacksonville, Fla. 
Lexington, N.C. 


12 FBS NCAA STATS 


COURTESY OF NCAA 


INT% YDS __YDS/ATT RATING 


AJMcCarron, Alabama mR % 34 M 2 3 «(096 2933 ©6936 «=| 30955 175.28 
Aaron Murray, Georgia R14 386 249 64.5) 10 259 3893 © 10.0936. «933174.82 
David Fales, San Jose State R B 45) 37 7251 9 2 493 93 33 732 1076 
iW. Walsh, Oklahoma State FR 10 163 109 6687 3 184 1564 96 3 798 TON 
Tajh Boyd, Clemson R B 4 287 Gil 1B 306 389 92 36 843 16559 
Geno Smith, West Virginia SR 13 518 369 7124 6 «6205 sBIZSZsaBNS«63,86 
MarcusMariota, Oregon FR 3 336 730 6845 6 179 2677 797 32 952 16323 
Teddy Bridgewater, Louisville sO 3 419 287 685 8 19) 378 887 27 646 16048 
Taylor Kelly, Arizona State SO 13 359 24 623 9 251 3039 847 29 808 15908  --.-- 
Connor Shaw, South Carolina Ro) 228 1566754 «73.07 1956S BSB 746. (158.07 
Brett Smith, Wyoming SO 10 330 205 622 6 182 2837 86 27 818 15770 REC YOST YOS/6 
Matt Barkley, USC SR oll 387 246 6357 15 388 3273 «©6846 «236 935755 Terrance Williams, Baylor 
Nick Florence, Baylor SR 13 464 286 6164 3B 28 4309 929 33 7 1575) Margise Lee, USC 
EJ Manvel, Florida State SR 14 387 263 6796 10 258 3307 «87823 5.94 15614 Stedman Bailey, West Virginia 
Derek Carr, Fresno State R B SW 344 6732 7 137 4106 803 37 724 155.94 Quinton Patton, Louisiana Tech 
Johnny Manziel, Texas A&M FR 13 434-295 «6797 «92.07 3706-54 26 «5.99 155,32 Cobi Hamilton, Arkansas 
Ryan Aplin, Arkansas State SR 13 406 276 6798 4 099 3342 823 2% 591 154.66 DeAndre Hopkins, Clemson 
Chuckle Keeton, Utah State SO B 407 75 657 9 22) 373 829 «2 663 154.65 Austin Hill, Arizona 
Terrence Broadway, Louisiana-Lafayette SO 1B 35 206 654 9 286 2847 906 WT 54 15341 Austin Franklin, New Mexico State 
Seth Doege, Texas Tech SR 3 SH 380 70.24 16 296 «4205 «= 777 S39 7258.40 Jordan Matthews, Vanderbilt 
David Ash, Texas SO W 38 24 673 8 252 2699 849 19 597 15328 Davante Adams, Fresno State 
Colby Cameron, Lovisiana Tech SRW 52 359 6877 5 096 4147 794 3 596 15319 Alex Amidon, Boston College 
Tino Sunseri, Pitt SR B 393 256 651 3 076 3288 837 2 534 15152 Noel Grigsby, San Jose State 
Bryn Renner, North Carolina R WW 62 26 654 7 166 3356 795 28 664 15078 Tavon Austin, West Virginia 
Collin Klein, Kansas State SR 3 304 197 648 9 296 264 869 16 526 149.23 Nick Harwell, Miami (Ohio) 
Cody Hoffman, BYU 
=: TOTAL OFFENSE RUSHING PASSING — TOTALOFFENSE °°) INTERCEPTIONS 
LOSS NET PLAYS YDS YDS/PLAY —YDS/6 ie: 
Johnny Manziel, Texas A&M FR 3 201 ISM él 140436 «3706 «635 SIIG= «BOG | 393,54 A 
Nick Florence, Baylor SR 1B BI 698 130 568 464 4309 603 4877 B09 © 37515 ~—~Phillip Thomas, Fresno State Rk GB 8 8 3 & 
Colby Cameron, Louisiana Tech SR 2 61 257 80 7 522 M47 «583.4324 «7.42 36033 -~—«PordanPoyer, Oregon State R ow 7 Ww 1 8B 
Jordan Lynch, Northern Ilinais RV 294 195) 136 18S 394-388 = 6884953 «720 © 35379 ©—=«_—BeneBenwikere, SandoseState ha EA A SL 
Rakeem Cato, Marshall SO 2 57 199 168 3 584 4201 661 4232 ~«— «6.60 «352.67 _~—S—«MantiTe’o,NotreDame SR MB) =! Bi Oth 
Matt Scott, Arizona SR W MB 632 126 506 499 3620 62.4126. «6.74 343,83. ~«—_—onathanDowling, Western Kentucky RO) SA] FSR ea ea 
Tajh Boyd, Clemson JR 13 186 769 255 «(5144273896 «= «G13 44I0«S 719 ~=—«4339,23-~—=—=—CDevton Smith, Fresno State SB 6 Wt 1 Mb 
Geno Smith, West Virginia SR B66 301 150 151 «518 4205 5844356 «746 © 335.08 ©—=—avonHarris, Oklahoma Rk B 6 6 1 46 
Seth Doege, Texas Tech SR 1B 48 190 131 59 544205 «589» 4264 «7.26 += 328.00 ~—=—*JasonHendricks, itt RB 6 6 0 46 
Cody Fajardo, Nevada SO 2 190 1270 149 (M2) «367 «2786 «= 557 «3907S 701 ©3255 ©—=—asomVerrett, TCU Ro oB 6 6 oO 46 
Landry Jones, Oklahoma R® Bm 5 WS -NO 555 4267 560 © 4157.-«=«731 «= 319.77 -~=—=«Ty Zimmerman, Kansas State PR NS i ES 
Derek Carr, Fresno State RB 6 2 26 61) OM Oh S77 05S 31577,~—S—«. Hayden, Houston = AA RE | a 
Zac Dysert, Miami (Ohio) SR 12 108 488 223 265 480 3483 588 «3748 «6.37 ~—312.33,«—S«EdReynolds, Stanford MAES 65 30) a 
David Fales, San Jose State RB 42 63 «202-39 «4514193 «4034054 «= 8.22 311.85 ©~—==—Byron Moore, Tennessee a Se 
Tyler Wilson, Arkansas sk Ml 4 20 MB 7 401 33874423394) 768 308.55 —LorenzoDoss, Tulane PR a a 
Brett Smith, Wyoming SO 10 114 500 252 248 330 2837 «444-3085 6.95 30850 © Zach McMillan, Houston 9 A a re 
Chuckie Keeton, Utah State SO B 29 751 12 69 407 3373 536 ©3992-7245 «= 30708 ~—~—=Nalla Johnson, Buffalo Row’ 5 0 0 A 
Ryan Nassib, Syracuse 
Tyler Bray, Tennessee 
Mike Glennon, W.C State r 
Kolton Browning, Louisiana-Monroe R 1 WG 670 182 488428 304957353766 294.75——_annath Dixon Lousiana Tech R 2 Ow 8 (1490 
Ryan Griffin, Tulane SR 9 3 78 1S 394 TMG 2664 62129378 Guinn Shap Oklahoma State SHB 16601200 
Brett Hundley, UCLA FR MW 160 702 347 355 478 37K0 6384095 6.42 29250 todman Baily, West Virginia R BOS 0 1156 
Matt Barkley, USC Ro WB % We RW WW WB 4 WO 777 79.00 tata etterson Nevada RoR 1600 184 
Ryan Aplin, Arkansas State SR 13 106 596 158 438 406 3342 510-3780 7429077) Gisvaniernard North Carolina co 0 1 AO 
Ka'Deem Carey, Arizona so Bn % 146 1108 
pate ALL-PURPOSE YARDAGE Alex Singleton, Tulsa Rk Ww 2 


Collin Klein, Kansas State Rk B B 


BeeBcocsccoc coe Boks 
a 
o 
i 
— 


SeoGF#ooocococcoc cots 


PLAYS YOS/PLAY YDS YDS/6 Kenjon Barner, Oregon Rk BB 138 10.62 
Antonio Andrews, Western Kentucky JR 3 «61728 = 432 234767388 8.15 316) 243.15 Latavius Murray, UCF sR oil 19 4-10.36 
Tavon Austin, West Virginia SR B 643 1269 165 813 = 233 12.49 2910 223,85 Carlos Hyde, Ohio State R 0” 102 10.20 
MarqiseLee, USC so 3 106 «W260 C856 Ss 16.66 2683 = 206.38 Dustin Hopkins, Florida State sR 4 OO 140 10.00 
Giovani Bernard, North Carolina SO 1 «1228 «490 2630 247 8.02 1981 198.10 DriArcher, Kent State ge wa BB O86 
Dri Archer, Kent State JR 4% 429 56 6-4 «6591215 11.99 2577 184.07 Johnny Manziel, Texas A&M rR BB 2 126 9,69 
Bernard Reedy, Toledo IR B 6 m3 20 885 152 14.94 227 174,69 Steven Schott, Ball State sek Bb O 5 9.62 
Ka'DeemCarey, Arizona so B 1929 303 O 6 340 6.61 2248 172.92 
Stefon Diggs, Maryland FR 1 M4 «6848 221 73S 15.67 1896 vi) ie 
Duke Johnson, Miami FR OOK? ksi8SsNSHSSs«CSS«2080 S87 =. RUSHING 
Kerwynn Williams, Utah State SR B BR 67 O 16 264 8.43 225 5 
Trey Watts, Tulsa RR 3 «1108 «= 343154 586 263 6.33 2191 168.54 Ka’Deem Carey, Arizona 
Venric Mark, Northwestern WR B 1366 104 280 416 282 768 2166 166.62 Stefphon Jefferson, Nevada 
Stefphon Jefferson, Nevada R B 1883 170 0 0 397 517 2053 157.92 Le'Veon Bell, Michigan State 
Le'Veon Bell, Michigan State R B 73 67 «618 | 646 (42 481 2024 155,69 Kenjon Barner, Oregon 
Kenjon Barner, Oregon SR B 67256 0 0 298 679 2023 155.62 Antonio Andrews, Western Kentucky 
Cordarrelle Patterson, Tennessee WR 2 308 778 Wl ol 99 18.77 1858 154,83 Montee Ball, Wisconsin 
Tobias Palmer, N.C. State SR B 60 781 0 64 ~~ «(105 18.71 1965 151.15 Jordan Lynch, Northern Illinois 
Robbie Rouse, Fresno State SR F3: 90) Sey | DL 5.58 1925 (148.08 David Fluellen, Toledo 
Johnathan Franklin, UCLA SR 4 14 33 0 5 35 6.55 2062 147.29 Johnathan Franklin, UCLA 
David Fluellen, Toledo R 2 498 246 40 0 2 5.99 1744 165.33 Beau Blankenship, Ohio 


Matt Brown, Temple 
Terrance Williams, Baylor 


SR Wie a Se a Te IZ 12.80 1434 143.40 Giovani Bernard, North Carolina 
SR 3 4 = =1832— 0 99 18.65 1846 142.00 Kasey Carrier, New Mexico 


3 
S 
= 
wa 
= 
bas 
= 
5 
= 
5 
= 
w 

SR 1B 86 259 WW 142) «(47 «(3749 «= 5553891 701 299,31 

R 2 Hb 38 59 -34 451 3612 466 3578 7.68 298.17 rot 

SR 13 56 89 «6253-164 «564 «4031 «= 620 BGT 24 297.46 ¥ SCORING 


MCCARRON: BILL HABER / AP 


Beau Blankenship, Ohio JR B 1606 «12 OCOD 0 33 5.36 1786 13738 Kerwynn Williams, Utah State 
Zurlon Tipton, Central Michigan WR Bb 47 #27)06U0UlCUOCCU6 6.46 1784 37.23 Zurlon Tipton, Central Michigan 
Stedman Bailey, West Virginia R B 3B 22 O 46 126 14.13 1781 137.00 Denard Robinson, Michigan 
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= SACKS 


Quanterus Smith, West. Kentucky 


Jarvis Jones, Georgia R2W I 
Will Sutton, Arizona State RU? 
Jadeveon Clowney, South Caroling | SO 2 2 2 
Kyle Van Noy, BYU R BW 2 
Travis Johnson, San Jose State sk BR Z 
Morgan Brestin, USC RBH 4 
Anthony Barr, UCLA RW 2 3 
Alex Okafor, Texas gk BR I 
Chris Jones, Bowling Green R BN 3 
Damontre Moore, Texas A&M RoBu 3 
Trevardo Williams, Connecticut sk 2 U1 
Bjoern Werner, Florida State Ru 4 
Stephon Tuitt, Notre Dame SO B 0 4 
Phillip Steward, Houston SR 2 0 2 
ComelliusCarradine,FloridaState | SR 12 9 4 
~» PUNT RETURNS 

(MINIMUM OF 1.2 RETURNS PER GAME) 


Tramaine Thompson, Kansas State 
Giovani Berard, North Carolina SO 1 16 
Rashad Greene, Florida State sO 4 20 
Ace Sanders, South Carolina R DB 2B 
Khalid Wooten, Nevada Rk 2B 16 
Jamal Golden, Georgia Tech so 4 0 
Matt Brown, Temple sk 10 07 
Keenan Allen, California Ro9OS 
Kyshoen Jarrett, Virginia Tech so 6B OB 
Marcus Murphy, Missouri so ra 
Jaime Wilson, Western Michigan FR 10 15 
Justin Brown, Oklahoma Rk BR 
Scott Harding, Hawaii OS RB 


Ryan Allen, Louisiana Tech 
Josh Hubner, Arizona State 
Pete Kontodiakos, Colorado State 
Alex Dunnachie, Hawail 
Kyle Christy, Florida 

Dylan Breeding, Arkansas 
Richie Leone, Houston 
Riley Stephenson, BYU 
Brandon McManus, Temple 
Richard Kent, Vanderbilt 
Brad Wing, LSU 

Hunter Mullins, UAB 

Will Monday, Duke 


Quinn Sharp, Oklahoma State 
Steven Schott, Ball State 
Caleb Sturgis, Florida 
Jeremiah Detmer, Toledo 
Dustin Hopkins, Florida State 
Chris Boswell, Rice 

Matt Weller, Ohio 

Kyle Brindza, Notre Dame 
Dan Conroy, Michigan State 
Cairo Santos, Tulane 
Jaden Oberkrom, TCU 

Matt Hogan, Houston 
Drew Alleman, LSU Sk 2B 29 
Jake Wieclaw, Miami SR 2 2 
Trey Farquhar, Idaho Rk 2 2B 


KICKOFF RETURNS 


(MINIMUM OF 1.2 RETURNS PER GAME) 


Quincy McDuffie, UCF 

Duke Johnson, Miami 

Tyler Lockett, Kansas State 
Reggie Whatley, Middle Tenn. State 
Chase Clayton, New Mexico 

Mike Edwards, Hawall 

Richard Leonard, Florida Intl. 
Margise Lee, USC 

Stefon Diggs, Maryland 

Jamal Golden, Georgia Tech 
Autrey Golden, UTEP 

Demitri Knowles, Virginia Tech 
Jordan Cotton, lowa 

Cordarrelle Patterson, Tennessee 


1 84 25 


103 
12 
B 
90 
69 
4 
10 
90 
84 
10 
58 
Ww 
89 
7 


4S 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
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2 806 4438 551 32 36983 

B 804 4 SN 39 3623 

B 685 4008 508 48 HSB us M 
1% 808 4357 539 48 31121 aso j 
B 688 397 569 34 30131 ent State 7 
B 700 3620 51 28 778.46 LSU 10 
B 64 3523 523 4 27100 Mississippi State 7 
1 662 3547 536 3 25336 == Florida 0 
6 639 3440 499 41 246571 —‘FresnoState 2 
559 2907 520 37 24225 — Ohio 5 
B 533 347 590 46 24208 —LovislanaTech 8 
1% 63 335 544 44 2821 —_—_Northwestern 8 
4 635 3309 521 38 23636 SMU 8 
B 597 302 505 38 2169 Alabama nv 
B 544 2961 544 3 27 lowa 3 
% 50 385 559 97 750 ~~ CPt 1 
v2 753 9 my | (OE : 
1% 586 3) 541 36 22579 ‘eniehe Z 
B $95 2032 493 55 crate ~ 
B 578 7869 496 30 22069 Gag 3 


Fr) 

i 

3 

4 

Stanford a 
B 48 36 9 19 aS 3% 

con SoSeteedl nh Steel 
LSU ae 2 6% 33 2 87 365 B 
™m B 37 38 7 7039 4202 46 
ee neon Bm 38 % 6109 se 40 
- : TerasA&M B 42 39 10 6687 44 2B 
4 M608 Tennessee 2 a7 25 1% 995 5 

% MS Akron D 583 364 1B 6246 373 30 

2 957 Indiana 2 40 Bl OB #630 3 

9 R069 NC State B 569 30 7 5800 401 3 

6 123 UAB p49 2 B 382 306 2 

21 124.08 ——_OregonState B 504 35 «(16 «6250 OM OT 

B 1685 Arkansas 2 49 Mm 1 5926 3B 2B 


84 

16 Florida State 
B BYU 

B Michigan State 
89 Florida 

65 Bowling Green 
65 Notre Dame 
66 LSU 

68 Connecticut 
69 Rutgers 

45 South Carolina 
64 Boise State 
& Michigan 

2 Utah State 

4] Wisconsin 

66 

49 

56 

68 

7 


BOGSGHGESSCASGSTBHA OGG SCoOGEE 
BURBHYOSBUUSEUBSRe Seas 
RBARARSARH=SLSSRASSAASE 


FSRARRBES 


— compiled by Corrie haderson Gifford 


CONFERENCE OVERALL 

WL PF PA|WL PF PA 

Ve FF ee yy + 
ACC 


ATLANTIC 


Florida State 7 1 318 124 |12 2 550 206 
Clemson 71 32 29) N 2 533 323 
N.C State — 4 4 227 B2\7 6 365 333 
Wake Forest 3 47 
Maria 2 48 

lege 2 10 


c 
GeorgiaTech 5 3 320 233 
NorthCarolina 5 3 298 263 487 308 
Miami (Fla.) 5 3 283 254 37 366 
aay i 


Virginia Tech 
De ae 


Cincinnati 2 ae 

Syracuse 52 90 322 
Pittsburgh 3. 4 46. 274 
ia eum) 
Connecticut = 2 23 Bt 
South Florida ] 


Nebraska 
Michigan 
Northwestern — 


MichiganState 
lowa 


Kansas State 8 1 350 2 
Oklahoma 8 1 377 240/10 3 496 33] 
Texas 5 4 285 305/9 4 464 380 
OklahomaState 5 4 349 270/8 5 594 367 
Texas Tech 4 5 302 352/8 5 487 413 
TCU 4 5 245 254|7 6 368 294 
Baylor 4 5 375 369/8 5 578 484 
West Virginia 45. 7 

lowaState 36 6 


Kansa 


UCF 
East Carolina 


71 Nl 3 486 33) 
SMU 5 3 259 193|7 6 397 334 
Houston 4 4 277 288)5 7 389 432 
Rice 4 4 26] 233)7 6 414 390 
UTEP 2 39 254 357 
Tulane 10_257 


Kent State 8 W 3 463 343 
BowlingGreen 6 2 195 104)8 5 298 218 
Ohio 4 4 221 236)9 4 4l2 322 
Buffalo 35 153 219;4 B 255 342 
Miami (OH) 3 5 214 258)4 8 280 419 
Massachusetts 1 7 1 be 482 
Ake 08 Li 428 


2012 


Nor 0 2 

Ball State 6 2 291 238)9 4 437 416 
Toledo 622 4 410 369 
Central Michigan 4 4 6 375 421 
Weston bicdgan 2 


Boise State 71 266 130 


FresnoState == 7 1 326 iy 9 4 493 310 
AirForce 5 3 226 223\6 7 356 377 
Nevada s&s 303 i 7 6 492 439 
Wyoming 3 5 22 269/4 8 322 401 
ColoradoState 3 5 186 253) 4 8 254 363 
UNLV 2 6 14 249)2 1 286 424 


17 193 250 


Stanford 8 1 260 153} 12 2 390 241 
Oregon 8 1 448 191/12 1 645 28) 
OregonState 6 3 267 203/9 4 423 268 
Washington 5 42 7 6 32 34 
Califomnia 2 7 39 276 397 

ashingtonState_| g 9 245 404 


3 9 5 482 386 
USC 4 306 234\7 6 4l7 316 
Arizona State 4 309 244/8 5 499 316 
Arizona 8 5 496 459 
3 7 320 301 

il 


71 2 
Florida 71 2 
SouthCarolina 6 2 229 169\11 2 410 237 
Vanderbilt 5 3 17 168)9 4 390 243 
Missouri 26 7 309 341 
Tennessee 17 7 434 428 
Kentuck 08 8 10.21 


Alabama 1 542 153 


71 
LSU 6 2 180 150/10 3 387 228 
Texas A&M 6 2 313 168/11 2 578 283 
MississippiState 4 4 202 223|8 5 383 303 
Ole Miss 315 6 409 359 
Arkansas 26 8 282 365 
Auburn 9 224 340 
SUN BELT 
ArkansasState = 7 1 
La.-Lafayette 6 2 293 2269 4 461 365 
Louisiana-Monroe 6 2 259 215/8 5 440 379 
Middle Tenn. State 6 2 198 206/8 4 319 336 
WesternKentucky 4 4 222 214|7 6 366 331 
Troy 35 215 221/5 7 367 366 
North Texas 35 161 207|4 8 251 334 
Florida Intl. 2 6 192 235) 3 
Florida Atlantic 2 3 

] z1 


Utah State 

SanJoseState 5 1 251 156) N 2 452 277 
LouisianaTech 4 2 295 224)9 3 618 462 
UTSA = 3. 3S 223) B 4 374 345 
Texas State 2 4 27 204)4 8B 343 402 


Idaho 


INDEPENDENTS 

Notre Dame 121 335 166 
BYU 8 5 373 182 
Navy 8 5 325 334 
Arm 210 291 424 


DI RECAP 


Portland State 2 6 295 279 
Weber State 6 19 
Idaho State 0 8 162 465|1 10 228 592 


BIG SOUTH 
| 


BIG SKY OHIO VALLEY 

Easter Washington 7 1 276 i 4 
MontanaState 7 1 293 165|1l 2 5 2 asternKentucky 6 2 279 157/8 3 9 
Cal Pol 42 196|9 3 440 28 Tennessee-Martin 6 2 319 265)8 3 369 
Northern Arizona 2 256 183|8 3 348 260 JacksonvilleState 5 3 271 261/6 5 7 
Sacramento 4 220 216|6 5 297 310 TennesseeState 4 3 20) 1988 i 
Northern Colorado 4 4 225 252|5 6 282 324 Murray State 4 4 380 6 431 4 
Southern Utah 4 234 226 6 33° Missouri State 6 8 283 366 
orth Dakota 294)5 6 369 380 Austin Pea 1 344) 2 9 224 435 
UCDavis 3.5 240 262) 4 7 302 322 TennesseeTech__1_ 7 250 325|3 8 347 433 
Montana 3.5 252 21/5 6 348 294 PATRIOT LEAGUE 


tet oe 2 4 152 159 
Bucknell 


Drake B 36 
San Diego 1 262 16/8 3 323 212 
Butler 1 238 172) 8 3 302 24 
Jacksonville 5 3M I6l|7 4 4 
Dayton 10 143)6 5 230 
Morehead State 327253) 4 7 422 334 
ari 5 188 167}4 7 249 206 
Davidson 2 6 148 251}2 9 VW? 334 
Valparaiso 1_7_ 151 356} 1 10 202 496 
Campbell 0.8 W232i) 1 10 156 4, 


SOUTHERN 


178 155) 6 4 
279 151)8 2 394 174 


Peni ni 


NorthCarolinaA&T 5 3 
N.C. Central 
Delaware State 


Florida A&M 


Hampton. 
Norfolk State 


Morgan State 


AlabamaA&M 6 3 249 180 


Miss. ValleyState 5 4 154 141 
Alcorn State 4 5 174 282 


North DakotaState 8 1 
South Dakota State 


WinoisState = «3:79:12 93339 
Indiana State 5 3 166 123 54 157 


Southern Illinois 
Youngstown State 4 4 19) 


o> 


St Fronds (Pa.) 
Bryant 
Robert Morris 
Duquesne 
Central Conn. State 2 
Sacred Heart ] 
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2013 FCS SCHEDULES 


compiled by Will Long 


ee A&M 
ABI ‘cquunesa 36:11 


Tuskegee 
5.14 GaSOUTHCAROLINA STATE 
$21 SPRARE VEN ASM 42-30 
's Southern 


Texas 
05 Bpwalmel Sate 35-0 


2 @SOU : 
0,26 GALABAMASTATE B31 
N22 @ALCORNSTATE 20-21 
N9 Jackson State 21-35 
N16 Arkansas-Pine Bluff 4-10 
N23. @GEORGIA TECH 

*AtBirmingham, AL 

Coach: Anthony Jones 

Nickname: Bulldogs 

2012 Record: 7-4 


ALABAMA STATE 


Montgomery, AL 

A31__ Jacksonville State 

$7 JACKSON STATE 43 
5.14 _ BARKANSAS-PINE BLUFF 24 
5.21 _ Grambling State 19-18 
5.28 Alcorn State 546-14 
0.5 _ @TEXASSOUTHERN 45-0 
O12 Prairie ViewA&M 21 
0.26 aren 313 


NIG aS LYSATE 


*ht saiiton AL 
Coach: Reggie Barlow 
Nickname: Hornets 
2012 Record: 7-4 


ALBANY 
Albany, NY 


A] BDUQUESNE 3831 
$7 acoLGAE inn 


S21 cna orm State 63-34 
5.28 GOLDDOMINION 

0,5 GJAMESMADISON 

O,)2. @DELAWARE 


Towson 
N22 @RICHMOND 
N93 Maine 30-20 
N16. NewHampshire 
N23 G@STONY BROOK 
Coach: Bob Ford 
Nickname: Great Danes 
2012 Record: 9-2 


ALCORN STATE 
Lorman, MS 

A3] Edward Waters 
5.7 GMISSISSIPPISTATE 


S.14 Mississippi Valley State 9-33 

5.21 GARKANSAS-PINE BLUFF 6-24 

5.28 GALABAMASTATE 14-54 

0.5 Warner 

02 . Grambling State 22-21 

0.19  G@TEXASSOUTHERN 34-24 

026 ERN 20-17 

NZ AlabamaA&M 21-20 

NJ. Praitie View A&M 3-2 

N16 @JACKSON STATE Na] 

Coach: Jay Hopson 

Nickname: Braves 

2012Record: 4-7 

APPALACHIAN STATE 

Boone, NC 

A31 @MONTANA 35-27 

57. North Carolina A&T 

S21 GELON 35-23 

$.28 Charleston Southern 

05 @CITADEL 28-52 

0.12. Samford 28-25 

0.19 @FURMAN 3-28 

0.26 Georgia Southern 31-28 

N2 ttanooga 41 

NO @GEORGIA 

Nb @WOFFORD 28-38 
N23. Western Carolina 38-27 

Coach: Scott Satterfield 

Nickname: Mountaineers 

2012 Record: 8-4 

ARKANSAS-PINE BLUFF 

Pine Bl 


UfiAR 
Al ARKANSAS STATE 
S71 G@MCNEESE STATE 


S14. Alabama State %42l 
S21 Alcorn State 24-6 
05 QUACKSONSTATE 34-16 
A Texas Southern 49-3 


Southern 50-21 
0.26 _ G@MISSISSIPPI VALLEY STATE 10-0 
NO Grambling State UT 
N16 @ALABAMAARM 10-14 


206 


N23 GPRAIRIEVIEW A&M 
Coach: Monte Coleman 
Nickname: Golden Lions 
2012 Record: 10-2 


AUSTIN PEAY 
Clarksville, TH 


AB] QTENNESSEE 
S.J @VANDERBILT 
$14 @CHATTANOOGA 


@OHIO 
0.5 GEASTERNKENTUCKY 
O12 _ Easternillinois 
0.19 GMURRAY STATE 
0.26 _Tennessee-Martin 
2. Jacksonville State 
NO GTENNESSEE STATE 
ue Southeast Missouri State 

G@TENNESSEE TECH 
Cad ut Canon 
Nickname: Governors 
2012 Record: 2-9 


BETHUNE-COOKMAN 
Daytona 


Beach, FL 
SI STRESS STATE 
$7 VirginiaUnion 


SM apy DATE RATONA 


S21 GFLORI 

05 BDELAWARESTATE 
G@HOWARD 

0.19 Savannah State 

0.26 South Carolina State 


N22 GNORTHCAROLINACENTRAL 


N9 Norfolk State 
N16 Hampton 
NB OFLORIOAABM* 
*AtOrlando, FL 
Coach: Brian Jenkins 
Nickname: Wildcats 
2012 Record: 9-3 


Nickname: Bears 
2012 Record: 7-3 


BRYANT 
Smithfield, RI 

AB) _ Holy Cross 
S.7__ Assumption 
S14 GMAINE 


GWAGNER 
0.5 _G@STONYBROOK 


N2 @ROBERTMORRIS 
NO St.Francis (PA) 
Monmouth 


N23 

Coach: Marty Fin 
Nickname: Bulldogs 
2012 Record: 4-7 


BUCKNELL 
Lewisburg, PA 


SJ Marist 

S21 @CORNELL 
5.28 Sacred Heart 
0.5 @LAFAYETTE 
O12 HolyCross 
019 ETM 


ehigh 
N22 @COLGATE 
NO @FORDHAM 


Georgetown 
N23 GIVIRGINIAMILITARY 
Coach: Joe Susan 
Nickname: Bison 
2012Record:3-8 
BUTLER 


Indianapolis, IN 
AJ SOUT DANTA STATE 
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CEnTRA. SORRES TOUT STATE 
e 


42-4] 


14-45 


4-21 


2-24 


NO. Valparaiso 

N16 BERORASISTE 
Coach: Jeff Voris 

Nickname: Bulldogs 

2012 Record: 8-3 


CALPOLY 
ae 

A31_ SanDie 

$7 FRESNOSTATE 
$14 @COLORADOSTATE 
$27 eb LANDSTATE 


OR Weber Site 

019 @MONTANA 

0.26. Norther Arizona 

NZ. GUCDAVIS 

No are 

N16 Eastern Washington 

N23 @NORTHERN COLORADO 
: Tim Walsh 


Nickname: Mustangs 
2012Record: 9-3 


CAMPBELL 
reek, 


SJ Virginia-Wise 
Sa4 MARE Southern 
VALPARAISO 


05 Morehead tate 
@BUTLER 


Nickname: coy ona 
2012Record: |: 


CENTRAL ARKANSAS 
Incarnate Word 


@COLORADO 
S14 ENNESSEE-MARTIN 
S.21__ @MISSOURI STATE 
0.5 McNeese State 
012 Persea: heater 


GLAMAI 

0.26 Stephen F. Austin 

N.2  GNORTHWESTERN STATE 
N.9 _ Southeastem Louisiana 
N16. GNICHOLLS STATE 
N23 SamHouston State 
Coach: Clint Conque 
Nickname: Bears 

2012 Record: 9-3 


SR 
aS 


44 


Bp] 
53 


434 
28-20 
29-35 
1734 
56-28 


CENTRAL CONNECTICUT STATE 


New Britain, CT 
A31__ @JAMES MADISON 
GLEHIGH 


S14 HolyCross 

S21 @ALBANY 

$28. @RHODEISLAND 
05. St.Francis (PA) 
0,12. @SACRED HEART 


Robert Morris 
N16. @DUQUESNE 
N23 Bryant 
Coach: Jeff Mcinerney 
Nickname: Blue Devils 
2012Record: 2-8 
CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 
Charleston, SC 


st 
31 @CITADEL 
S17 Shorter (6a.) 


G@CAMPBELL 
S21 _ QNORFOLKSTATE 
S.28_ GAPPALACHIAN STATE 
North Greenville 


0.12. _ VIRGINIA MILITARY 
Charlotte 
N2 GPRESBYTERIAN 
NO Coastal Carolina 
ne G@GARDNER-WEBB 
Liberty 
tac Jamey Chadwell 
Nickname: Buccaneers 
2012 Record:5-6 
CHARLOTTE 
AZ Campbell 
Chowan 
$14 _ North Carolina Central 
5.28  @PRESBYTERIAN 
0.5 Gardner-Webb 
UNC Pembroke 
0.26 _@CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 
N2 _ @COASTALCAROLINA 


Wesley 
NJ6  GOLDDOMINION 
N23 G@MOREHEAD STATE 


W435 


Coach: Brad Lambert 
Nickname: 49ers 
2012 Record: DIDNOT PLAY 


CORTIARnOeS 


$28 {GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
0.5. WesternCarotina 
Furman 


019. @ELON 
Citadel 
N.2__ @APPALACHIAN STATE 
Wofford 
N16 @SAMFORD 
N23 @ALABAMA 
Coach: Russ Huesman 
Nickname: Mocs 
2012 Record: 6-5 


CITADEL 


Woffo 
S14 @WESTERNCAROLINA 
S21 @OLDDOMINION 


0,26 GICHATTANOOGA 
N2 me 


G@ELON 
N16 Yvert Mekary 
(CLEMSON 
Coach: KevinHiggins 
Nickname: Bulldogs 
2012 Record: 7-4 
COASTAL CAROLINA 
Conway, SC 
AB] @SOUTHCAROLINA STATE 
Furman 


S16 BEASTS KENTUCKY 


Coach: Joe Moglia 
Nickname: Chanticleers 
2012 Record: 8-5 
COLGATE 

fon, NY 
AJ genie 


S14 ee HAMPSHIRE 


NB 

Coach: Dick Biddle 
Nickname: Raiders 
2012 Record: 8-4 


COLUMBIA 


Brown 
Coach; Pete Mangurian 
Nickname: Lions 
2012 Record: 3-7 


CORNELL 


ia 
N23 PENNSYLVANIA 
Coach: David Archer 


47-45 
135 


55-33 
36-2 
41 


41-20 
657 


Nickname: Big Red 
2012 Record: 4-6 


DARTMOUTH 

5.2) @BUTLER 
Holy Cross 

0,5. GPENNSYLVANIA 
Yale 

0.19 Bucknell 


Coach: Buddy Teevens 
Nickname: Big Green 
2012 Record: 6-4 


DAVIDSON 
Davidson, NC 
S.. _ GGEORGETOWN 


Lenoir- 
5.21 @JOHNSONC, SMITH 
$.28 we 
TON 


012 Drake 
Marist 

0.26. GUACKSONVILLE 
Mercer 

No BTR TN 


N16 

Coach: Paul Nichols 
Nickname: Wildcats 
2012Record: 2-9 


DAYTON 

Dayton, OH 

A29 @YOUNGSTOWN STATE 

5.7 Duquesne 

$14 _ @ROBERT MORRIS 
Marist 


05 Davidson 
O12. @STETSON 


San Diego 
0.26 G@MOREHEAD STATE 
Butler 
N9  GDRAKE 
N16 VALPARAISO 
Coach: Rick Chamberlin 


Nickname: Flyers 
2012 Record: 6-5 


DELAWARE 
Newark, DE 


A29 Jacksonville 
S17 _ Delaware State 
S14 @NAVY 


N9 — Willlam& Mary 


Richmond 
N23. VILLANOVA 
Coach: Dave Brock 
Nickname: BlueHens 
2012Record: 5-6 


DELAWARE STATE 
Dover, 


DE 
5.7 @DELAWARE 
$14 _@TOWSON 
S21 @NORTHDAKOTASTATE 
$.28  @SAVANNAHSTATE 
05 Bethune-Cookman 


Norfolk State 
0.19 @NORTHCAROLINAA&T 
(HAMPTON 


Howard 
N16 @FLORIDAASM 
N23. Morgan State 
Coach: Kermit Blount 
Nickname: Hornets 
2012 Record: 6-5 


N2 Morehead State 


Dayton 
@SANDIEGO 
ak Chris Creighton 
Nickname: Bulldogs 
2012 Record: 8-3 


435 
220 


14-49 
338 


11-34 
14-34 


28-2] 


1438 


DUQUESNE 
tsburgh, PA 
Albany 
pit 
OUNGSTOWN STATE 
West Liberty 


09 amoser MORRIS 


2012Record:5-6 
EASTERNILLINOIS 
Charleston, It 
(SAN DIEGO STATE 
SOUTHERN ELMS 
ECT RN EUROS 

ern Kentucky 
aust PEAY 

east Missouri State 

GTENNESSEE STATE 
Tennessee Tech. 
NO @MURRAY STATE 
Jacksonville State 
(@TENNESSEE-MARTIN 
Dino Babers 


Nickname: Panthers 
2012 Record: 7-5 


EASTERN KENTUCKY 
Richmond, 


G@MOREHEAD STATE 
EASTERNILLNOS 
ESOTEAS USSU 
Ng aCSOWLESTHTE 
Martin 


Tennessee- 
(MURRAY STATE 
Dean Hood 


ickname: Colonels 
2012 Record: 8-3 


EASTERN WASHINGTON 
Cheney, 


WA 
EGON STATE 
ST fection 


TOLEDO 
GSAMHOUSTON STATE 
Weber State 


2012 Record: 3-8 
FLORIDA ASM 


lahassee, FL 
S.1__ GMISSISSIPPI VALLEY STATE* 
$7 Tennessee State 


SAVANNAH STATE 
Howard 


North Carolina A&T 

N2 GNORFOLK STATE 

N.9__ @SOUTHCAROLINA STATE 
Delaware State 


al 
*AtOrlando, FL 
Pade ee 


kname: Rattlers 
2012 Record: 4-7 


FORDHAM 
Bronx, NY 


S14 @TEMPLE 
Columbia 


4-17 


B28 
0-3 


GST. FRANCIS (PA) 
Lehigh 


2012 Record: 6-5 
FURMAN 
Greenville, 


2012Record:3-8 
GEORGETOWN 
Washingt 


Lamar 
0.5 @PRAIRIE VIEW A&M** 
GALCORNSTATE*** 
@UACKSON STATE 
Texas Southern 


G@SOUTHER! 3 
*AtKansas City, MO.,**At Dallas, TX,***At 


Indianapolis, IN, ****At New Orleans, LA 
Coach: Doug Williams 
Nickname: 


2012 Record: 1-10 
HAMPTON 


COASTAL CAROLINA 
(SOUTH CAROLINA STATE 
North Carolina A&T 


334 
3831 


36-32 
4-21 
36-27 
39-4] 


GSAN DIEGO 


Nickname: Crimson 
2012 Record: 8-2 


Nickname: Crusaders 
2012 Record: 2-9 


Nickname: 
2012Record:7-4 
IDAHO STATE 


Nickname: Bengals 
2012 Record: 1-10 


Normal, IL 
A29 BALL STATE 
GEASTERNILLINOIS 


Northern 
N9  GNORTHDAKOTASTATE 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
Coach: Brock Spack 
Nickname: Redbirds 
2012 Record: 9-4 
INDIANA STATE 
Tere Haute, IN 
A259 GINDIANA 
@PURDUE 


Quincy 
S28 _ @TENNESSEETECH 
05 _ YoungstownState 


45-52 
14-52 
10-50 
10-7 
14-40 


Coach: Mike Sanford 

Nickname: Sycamores 
2012Record:7-4 

JACKSON STATE 

Jackson, MS 

GTULANE 

Alabama State 
@TENNESSEE STATE* 

Texas Southern 
@SOUTHERN 

Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
ee aaa STATE 
aia Ma A&Me? 

Mi An Shrevepor 

* s, + rt, uv 
Coach: Rick Comegy 

Nickname: Tigers 

2012 Record: 7-5 
JACKSONVILLE 

Jacksonville, 


Nickname: Dolphins 
2012 Record: 7-4 


ill, AL 
@ALABAMA STATE 
Jacksonville 


EASTERN LLINOIS 
Southeast Missouri State 
Bill Clark 


Nickname: Gamecocks 

2012 Record: 6-5 

JAMES MADISON 
mrisonburg. VA 

Central Connecticut State 

(AKRON 

St.Francis (Pa.) 

GDELAWARE 


2012Record:7-4 


Xx 
Panhandle State (Okla.) 
LOUISIANA TECH 
G@OKLAHOMA STATE 
Bacone 


@GRAMBLING STATE 
G@SAMHOUSTON STATE 
Central Arkansas 


LEHIGH 


Bethlehem, PA 
S17 Central Connecticut State 
5.4 @MONMOUTH 


2013 FCSSCHEDULES 


386-16 


40-14 
26-14 


35-16 
HMI 


Coach: Andy Coen 
Nickname: Mountain Hawks 
2012Record: 10-1 


LIBERTY 


- WEBB 
N2_ Virginia Military 
NS Presbyterian 
Brevard 
ECHARLESTON SOUTHER 
Coach: Turner Gill 
Mekname: ones 
2012Record: 6-5 
MAINE 


ME 
(NORFOLK STATE 
GMASSACHUSETTS 


NEWHAMPSHIRE 
Coach: Jack Cosgrove 
Nickname: Black Bears 
2012Record:5-6 


MARIST 


2012 Record: 4-7 
MCNEESE STATE 


GNICHOLLS STATE 
N2 _ Southeastern Louisiana 
N9 — GISTEPHENF.AUSTIN 


Nickname: Cowboys 
2012 Record: 7-4 
MERCER 


Nickname: Bears 
2012 Record: DIDNOT PLAY 
MISSISSIPPI VALLEY STATE 
(tta Bena, MS 

GFLORIDAARM* 


S7_ Delta State 
@ALCORN STATE 
Southern 


05  GALABAMAAGM 
Jackson State 
GPRAIRIE VIEW A&M 


Follow Sporting News on Twitter @sportingnews 


26-12 


2013FCSSCHEDULES 


0.26 Arkansas-PineBluff 0-10 N16. @SOUTHCAROLINA STATE NORTH DAKOTA 05 Uberty Nickname: Rams 
NZ. @GRAMBLINGSTATE 45-21 N23. @DELAWARESTATE B28 Grand Forks, ND 019 GPITTSBURGH 2012Record: 0-11 
N9 Texas Southern 343 Coach:DonaldHill-Eley A29 Valparaiso 0.26 _ @NORFOLKSTATE 
N16. Alabama State 7-29 ~~ Nickname: Bears 7 _ SouthDakotaState N2— Rhodelstand RICHMOND 
*At Orlando, FL 2012Record:3-8 5.14 Montana 4036 N9  GIDAHO Richmond, VA 
Coach: Karl M 5.28 Montana State 10-55 | NIG Charlotte A] VirginiaMilitary 416 
Nickname: Delta Devils MURRAY STATE 05 — GIDAHOSTATE N23. @NORTHCAROLINA $7. GNCSTATE 
2012Record:5-6 Murray, KY O12 Eastem Washington 1755 Coach: Bobby Wilder S14 _ GGARDNER-WEBB 48 
A3] _ @MISSOURI 0.19. Sacramento State 35-13 Nickname: Monarchs $2) Liberty 
sete nn ple Hl Caneueteie ~ Ou All ee oil 2012 Record: 11-2 $28 Maine 
Springfi 14 issouri State y h) s IN 35-29 
A29 Northwestem State S21 @BOWLINGGREEN NO Norther Colorado 778 PENNSYLVANIA On CEERI oe 
57 IOWA 5.28 _ QUACKSONVILLE STATE 3538 -NJ6_ @UCDAVIS Philadelphia, PA 026 Towson 
S14 @MURRAY STATE B28 05 — Tennessee Tech : 35 Coach: Chris Mussman S21 Lafayette 228 2 Albany 
S21 Central Arkansas O12 @SOUTHEASTMISSOURISTATE 42-35 Nickname: Fighting Sioux 528 VILLANOVA 824 9 @STONYBROOK 
5.28 _ Illinois State 24-17 09 _AustinPeay 5214  2012Record:5-6 05 Dartmouth 28-21 ig DELAWARE Ba 
05 @SOUTHDAKOTA 77-24 N20 BTENNESSEE-MARTIN 59-66 O12 @WILLIAM& MARY 234 7) Willam& Mary 74 
0.12 @NORTHDAKOTASTATE 121 NO Eastemillinois 40:50 NORTHDAKOTASTATE 019 @COLUMBIA W420 CoachsDannyRocca 
019 SouthDakota State Tl] NIG G@TENNESSEE STATE 49-28 Fargo.ND 0.26 Yale B27 ickname: Spiders 
0.26 @WESTERNILLINOIS M3 NB Eastern Kentucky 26-55 A30_ GKANSASSTATE N2 _@BROWN 201 So1aRecord:83 
N2 Indiana State 17-31 Coach:ChrisHatcher $2) Delaware State N93 Princeton 28-21 “ 
N9 _ @SOUTHERNILLINOIS 6:16 — Nickname: Racers 5.28 @SOUTHDAKOTASTATE 20-7 N16 @HARVARO 301 | ROBERTMORRIS 
N16 Northern lowa 3-38 2012 Record:5-6 0.5 Northernlowa 321 N23. Comell 35-28 Moon Townshio, PA 
Coach: Terry Allen 02 Missouri State 7H Coach: AlBa ron TST ERIEKT 
Nickname: Bears NEW HAMPSHIRE 0.)9  @SOUTHERNILLINOIS Bl Nickname: Quakers GEA : 
2012Record: 3-8 Durham, NH 0.26 _GINDIANASTATE 14-17 2012Record: 6-4 S17, Morgan tate ai 
$7. @CENTRALMICHIGAN NO. Illinois State 38-20 S14 Dayton 
MONMOUTH Sl Colgate N16 @YOUNGSTOWN STATE 487 | PORTLANDSTATE $28 _GVIRGINIAMILITARY 
West Long Branch, Mt S28 GLEHIGH N23. SouthDakota 54-0 05 @MONMOUTH 226 
A29  GMONTANASTATE 05 _ BTOWSON 35-64 Coach: CraigBohl 57 @CALIFORNIA 0.19 Duquesne 13 
$7 GUBERTY O12 Rhodelstand 40-20 Nickname: Bison S14 Humboldt State 0.26 G@WAGNER B33 
S14 Lehigh 72 019 Villanova 2012 Record: 14-1 $2] _@UCDAVIS 492) NZ Bryant 35-38 
S21 @HOLY CROSS 0.26 STONY BROOK 5.26. CalPoly 2537 NO BEAL COREL TATE 731 
$28 @COLUMBIA N2 _ @WWILLIAM& MARY 225 | NORTHERN ARIZONA 05 @MONTANA N16 a 
05 — Robert Mortis 2621 N39 — JamesMadison Flagstaff, AZ OJ2. @SOUTHERNUTAH 42-49 NIB est TRANS PA 310 
Ol2 BST.FRANCS PA 3-45 NJ6 ALBANY 30 GARIZONA 0.26 _NorthDakota 37-45 Coach: JoeWalton 
019 38-41 NB Maine 78-21 S14 @UCDAVIS TH] NZ WeberState Nickname: Colonials 
N2 GSACREDHEART 7714 — Coach: Sean McDonnell S21 SouthDakota N9 — @IDAHOSTATE 7740 2012Record: 4-7 
NQ  @WAGNER 36-17 Nickname: Wildcats 528 Montana 31 NIG SacramentoState ; 
N16. @BRYANT 24-27 ~— 2012 Record: 8-4 0.5 @MONTANASTATE N23 @EASTERN WASHINGTON 34-41 SACRAMENTOSTATE 
NB 28-2] O12. @SACRAMENTOSTATE Coach: Nigel Burton Sacramento, CA 
Coach: Kevin Callahan NICHOLLS STATE 0.19 _ Idaho State 50-10 Nickname: Vikings A29 G@SANJOSESTATE 
Nickname: Hawks Thibodau, LA 0.26 f@CALPOLY 34-42 — 2012Record:3-8 $5 @ARIZONASTATE 
2012 Record: 5-5 A31  @OREGON N2 — NorthDakota 45-38 $14 Southern Oregon 
S.1__ WESTERN MICHIGAN NJ6 Northern Colorado 12-10 a $21 _ SouthemUtah m2 
MONTANA 5.14 _ @LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE NB UTAH 29:35 528 | GWEBER STATE 19-14 
Missoula, MT 5.21 _ Langston Coach: Jerame Sovers ar VeTPRAS SOUTHERN 4-44 05 NorthemColorado 6-7 
A31 Appalachian State 27-35 $.28 Arkansas Tech Nickname; Lumberjacks S.J @TEXASSTATE O)2 Northern Arizona 
S14 @NORTHDAKOTA 34-40 0.2 Northwestem State 26-27 2012Record:8-3 S14 @SOUTHERN 49:29 919 GNORTHDAKOTA 1335 
S21 Panhandle State (Okla.) 0.19 @STEPHENF. AUSTIN 10-44 52) Alabama A&M 30-42 2 Montana 
S28 NORTHERN ARIZONA 3-41 0.26 McNeese State 10-42 WORTHERNCOLORADO 528 _@STEPHENF. AUSTIN N9 _ GCALPOLY 529 
05 _PortlandState N2— @LAMAR 24:34 Greeley, CO 0.5 @GRAMBLINGSTATE* 34 Wig GPORTLANOSTATE 
0.2 @UCDAVIS NO @SAMHOUSTONSTATE 0-41 | A31 Langston 0.2. GALABAMA STATE 235 73” UcDavis 734 
019 Cal N16 Central Arkansas 1434 $7 Colorado State-Pueblo 019 Mississippi Valley State 2-2 Coach: Marshall Sperbeck 
0.26 . Eastern Washington 76-32 N23. @SOUTHEASTERNLOUISIANA 16-35 5.4 @WYOMING 0.26 _GIACKSONSTATE** 1334 | Nickname:Hornets 
NZ @SACRAMENTOSTATE Coach: Charlie Stubbs 5.21 Northern lowa NO. @ALCORNSTATE 237 aorpRecord:6-5 
No SSIUTHDANDTA 35-24 Nickname: Colonels $28 SouthemUtah NJ6 Abilene Christian : 2 
We 24-21 2012Record:!-10 0.5. @SACRAMENTOSTATE 28 N23. Atkansas-Pine Bluff i. cArPEDHEART 
CDNA STATE 16 0.2 _ GIDAHOSTATE 52-14  *AtDallas, TX,**AtShreveport, LA 
Cac ik Dlaney NORFOLK STATE 09 UCDavis Coach: Heishma Northern fla 
Nickname: Grizzlies VA N2 Wontar Sate 16-41 Nickname: Panthers A) GMARIST 
2012Record:5-6 ABI Maine N9 @NORTHDAKOTA 28-21 2012Record:3-8 ST GLAFAYETTE 
$7 (@RUTGERS NJ6 HOR THERH ARIZONA 10-2 S21 Chowan 
MONTANA STATE S21 Charleston Southern NB CalPoly 26-56 PRESBYTERIAN S28  @BUCKNELL 
Bozeman, MT S28. GMORGAN STATE 30-0 Coach:EamestColins Clinton, SC 0.5 Wagner 32 
A29 Monmouth 05 — Savannah State 3-21 Nickname:Bears 29. GWAKEFOREST O2 Central Connecticut State 34-21 
S72 @SMU O12 _ @DELAWARESTATE 17-20 2012Record:5-6 SI ard 45-10 | 0.19 _ @BRYANT 436 
S16 ColoradoMesa 019 on 14-28 514 _ @FURMAN 713) 0.26 _ @ST.FRANCIS (PA) 14-44 
S71. @STEPHENF. AUSTIN 4335 0.26 OldDominion NORTHERWIOWA 5.28 Charlotte N2_. Monmouth 42) 
S28 @NORTHDAKOTA 55-10 N2 — FloridaA&M Cedar Fall 05 FORD N9_ Duquesne 335 
05 Northem Arizona NO @BETHUNE-COOKMAN 748 A3] BOSE 09 Virginia Military 717-6 ROBERT MORRIS V2 
019 GWEBERSTATE N16 @NORTHCAROLINA CENTRAL SI 0.26 Point Coach: Paul Gortiam 
0.26. UCDavis 48-41 NB SouthCarolina State 04 Sz ENTER NZ Charleston Southern 2131 — Nickname: Pioneers 
N2 _ @NORTHERNCOLORADO 4116 Coach:Pete Adrian 528 McNeese State NO. @LIBERTY 7-56 2012Record:7-9 
NQ — GEASTERN WASHINGTON 26-27 Nickname: Spartans 05 SNORTH DAROTASTATE 7133 N16 @COASTALCAROLINA 7-65 
N16 SouthemUtah 24-17 2012Record:4-7 0.12 Southerniltinois 3134 N23 Gardner-Webb 521 SAMHOUSTONSTATE 
N23. Montana 16-7 0.19 South Dakota 74-21 Coach: Harold Nichols Huntsville, TX 
Coach: Rob Ash NORTH CAROLINAA&T 0.26 @SOUTHDAKOTASTATE 77-6 Nickname: Blue Hose 5] @TEXASA&M 28-47 
Nickname: Bobcats Greenshora, NC N2  GILLINOISSTATE 2-33 2012Record:2-9 $16 Texas Southern 50-6 
manent st: se Ni6 GMI QOURISTATE eG PRINCETON 54) — beam ead a 
14. Elon ; Washington 45-42 
MOREHEAD STATE 528 Howard 38:10 N23 Westemilinis 40-0 Princeton, ie. ~ Hee ase ee 
Morehead, KY 0.5 G@SOUTHCAROLINA STATE V1 Coach: Mark Farley $21 _ Lehigh VT 0.19 @MCNEESESTATE 5-10 
A29 Pikeville (Ky.) O12 @HAMPTON Nickname: Panthers $28  @GEORGETOWN 20-21 026 Northwestern State 56-17 
$7 @YOUNGSTOWN STATE 0.19 Delaware State 0-24 — 2012Record:5-6 05 — Columbia 33-6 2 (@STEPHENF.AUSTIN® 51-43 
S14 @IACKSONVILLE 1738 © 0.26 GFLORIDAARM 163 Ol2 Lafayette 35-4 HO Nicholls State 40 
S.21__ Eastern Kentucky 1-24  N2_ Virginia-Lynchburg 40-7 NORTHWESTERNSTATE 0.19. @BROWN 9-0 Nig GSOUTHEASTERNLOUISIANA 70-0 
528 _ Davidson 49-14 = N9  GMORGANSTATE 18-21 Natchitoches, LA 0.26 @HARVARD 39-34 N73 GLENTRAL ARKANSAS 20-24 
05 — @CAMPBELL 70-28 N16 SavannahState 29 @MISSOURISTATE N2 — Comell 3537 sAtHouston,TX 
0.19 VALPARAISO 76-24 N23. North Carolina Central 216 SJ Southern NS. @PENNSYLVANIA 2-28 coach: WillieFitz 
0.26 Dayton 71-41 Coach: Rod Broadway S14 taal NIG Yale 29-7 | Hckname:Bearkats 
N2 _ @DRAKE 25-28 — Nickname: Aggies S21 UAB N23 @OARTMOUTH 233 So1zRecord:T1-4 
N93 — SanDiego 28-4) 2012Record:7-4 $.28 Langston Coach: Bob Surace : 
N16 Butler 3539 O12 _ GNICHOLLS STATE 7126 Nickname: Tigers SANFORD 
2 _ Carte Ree Tyne Geren on epseaae Hal 2012Record:5-5 
enyer i 
Nickname: Eagles A3l  GDUKE 1754 -N2 Central Arkansas 435 RHODEISLAND Azo eR STATE 
2012Record: 4-1 57 St.Augustine’s N93 Lamar 30-73 Kingston, Rl ST GARKANSAS 
514 @CHARLOTTE NIG GMCNEESESTATE 2230 A31 @FORDHAM S14 G@FLORIDA A&M 
MORGAN STATE $21 Towson N23. StephenF. Austin 1134 $7 StonyBrook S21 Southeastem Lovisiana 
Baltimore, MD 0.5  G@HOWARO Coach: lay Thomas S14 GALBANY 5.28 Western Carolina 2h 
AZ) BARMY O12 SouthCarotina State 40-10 Nickname: Demons S21 @WILLIAM& MARY 05 GeorgiaSo 16-35 
$7 @ROBERTMORRIS 0.19 Morgan State 24-20  2012Record: 4-7 5.28 _ Central Connecticut State O12 @APPALACHIAN STATE 518 
S14 LIBERTY 0.26. @SAVANNAH STATE 45-33 05 — @BROWN 77 (0.26 @WOFFORD UH 
S21 @WESTERNKENTUCKY N2 _ Bethune-Cookman 17-42 OLDDOMINION 0.12 ANEWHAMPSHIRE 20-40 N22. _ CITADEL 38-7 
S28 Norfolk State 0-30 N93. GHAMPTON 37-20 Norfolk, VA 0.19 Richmond 039 NO. @FURMAN 24-21 
05 Florida A&M N16 NorfotkState A3l  @EASTCAROLINA 026 24-41 NIG Chattanooga 1320 
019 GNORTHCAROLINACENTRAL 20-24 N23 @NORTHCAROLINAA&T 16-22 5.7 _ @MARYLAND N2 GOLDDOMINION N23. Elon 76-15 
0.26 @HOWARD 20-21 Coach:Henty Frazier ll S14 Howard N9 Villanova 10-3) | Coach:Pat Sullivan 
N2 Hampton 17-27 ‘Nickname: Eagles S21 Citadel N16 @MAINE 6-55 Nickname: Bulldogs 
NO NorthCarolinaA&T 218 — 2012Record: 6-5 528 Albany Coach: Joe Trainer 2012Record: 7-4 
208 2013 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


SANDIEGO 


Nl 

2012 Record: 8-3 
SAVANNAH STATE 
Savannah, GA 


GEORGIA SOUTHERN 


Hampt 
G@NORTHCAROLINA A&T** 
G@NORTH CAROLINA CENTRAL 
(BETHUNE-COOKMAN 
(SAVANNAH STATE 

Florida A&M 


Morgan State 
FOLK STATE 


N23 GNOR 
"cn **At Atlanta, GA 
Coach: 


Buddy Pough 
Nickname: Bulldogs 
2012 Record: 5-6 


SOUTH DAKOTA 
Vermitlion, SD 


UCDavis 


KANSAS 
@NORTHERN ARIZONA 
QWESTERNILLINOIS 
Missouri State 

Indiana State 
NORTHERN IOWA 
BILLINOIS STATE 
Youngstown State 
Montana 

South Dakota State 
QNORTH DAKOTA STATE 


Coach: JoeGlenn 
Nickname: Coyotes 
2012 Record: }-10 


SOUTH DAKOTA STATE 
Brookings, SD 


Butler 
G@NORTHDAKOTA 
Southeastern Louisiana 
NEBRASKA 

North Dakota State 
Southern Illinois 
GWESTERNILLINOIS 
G@MISSOURISTATE 
Northern lowa 

Pals State 


(@SOUTH DAKOTA 
(YOUNGSTOWN STATE 


tothe John Stiegelmeier 
Nickname: Jackrabbits 
2012 Record: 9-4 


SOUTHEAST MISSOURI STATE 
Cape Girardeau, 


*ALSt Loui 


MO 
SEAS LOLA 
ERNILLINOIS* 

Tennessee-Martin 
(TENNESSEE STATE 
Murray State 
@EASTERNILLINOIS 
Easter Kentucky 

IRBANA 
lennessee Tech 


(AUSTIN PEAY 
BUS KSOMVRLESIATE 


Coach: Tony Samuel 
Nickname: Redhawks 
2012 Record: 3-8 


SOUTHEASTERN LOUISIANA 
Hammond, LA 


Azo 


Southeast Missouri State 


4-35 
eu 


28-40 


35-42 
20-39 

Ww 
41-38 


48-27 
16-31 


aTcu 
S16 @SOUTH DAKOTA STATE 
GSAMFORD 
05 _ Incarnate Word 
Stephen F. Austin 
NORTHWESTERN STATE 


SOUTHERN 

Baton Rouge, LA 

A30  GHOUSTON® 

$7 @NORTHWESTERN STATE 
Prairie 


View A&M 
S.21__ QMISSISSIPPI VALLEY STATE 
S$.2B _ Jackson State 


Nickname: Jaguars 
2012Record: 4-7 
ae ILLINOIS 


al AILLNOS 
s7 zoster nas 


S21 BOS USSOSTHTE 
0.5 @SOUTHDAKOTASTATE 
OWA 


2012 Record: 6-5 

Fort ag UTAH 

A SOUHAAB 
S14 BWASHNGTONSTAT 


S.21__ @SACRAMENTOSTATE 
G@NORTHERN COLORADO 
UCDavis 


Nickname: Thunderbirds 
2012 Record: 5-6 


ST. FRANCIS (PA) 
Loretto, PA 
GGEORGIA SOUTHERN 
S14... BUAMES MADISON 
Lincoln 


Fordham 
0.5 _ @CENTRALCONNECTICUT STATE 
Monmou 


Nacogdoches, 

A3]_ QWEBERSTATE 

S.J @TEXASTECH 
McMurry 


$21 Montana State 
Prairie View A&M 

O12 Ca TrAS TERN LE 
Nicholls Stat 

CENTRAL ARKANSAS 


2 GSAMHOUSTONSTATE* 
Ng leese State 


ickname: 
2012 Record: 5-6 
STETSON 
Deland, FL 


AZ Warmer 
$7 GFLORIDATECH 


Nickname: Hatters 

2012 Record: DIDNOT PLAY 
STONY BROOK 

Stony Brook: 


Nickname: Seawolves 
2012Record: 10-3 


State 
*At Memphis, TN, **At St. Louis, MO 
Coach: Rod Reed 


Nickname: Tigers 

2012 Record: 8-3 
TENNESSEE TECH 
Cookeville, TN 


Cumberland (Tenn) 
ONSIN 


GEASTERNILLINOIS. 


2012 Record: 3-8 


20-10 


3231 


64-35 
49-35 


Nickname: Tigers 

2012Record: 7-4 

uc es 

a asouTHOAKOTA 
GNEV 


Dakota 
EAS MENOSIAT 


pe netinaread 
2012Record: 4-7 
VALPARAISO 
Valparaiso, It 


GNORTHDAKOTA 
ST aly JOSEPH'S (IND,) 
William Jewell 


Nickname: Crusaders 
2012 Record: 1-10 
VILLANOVA 
Villanova, PA 

GBOSTON COLLEGE 


Nickname: Wildcats 

2012 Record: 8-4 

VIRGINIA MILITARY 
AINgLON, 


HMOND 
$7 Glenville State 


Nickname: 
2012 Record: 2-9 


Staten Island, NY 
ABI 


Georgetown 
S14. @SYRACUSE 
S21 @DELAWARE 
Bryant 
5 @SACREDHEART 
O12  G@DUQUESNE 
Robert Morris 


Monmouth 
N16 @ST.FRANCIS (PA) 
Walt Hameline 


Nickname: Seahawks 
2012 Record: 9-4 
WEBER STATE 
Ogden, 
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20-17 
10-3 


72 
21-49 
52-45 


41-48 
20-28 


34-27 


26-13 
10-20 
4-6 
35-49 
35-14 
35-20 


31-10 
4-10 


6-47 


WESTERN CAROLINA 
Cullowhee, NC 


@MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE 
QVIRGINIATECH 


(GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
Furman 
(APPALACHIAN STATE 


Coach: Mark Spetr 
Nickname: Catamounts 
2012Record: 1-10 


WESTERN ILLINOIS 
Macomb, 


Coach: 


ILLINOIS STATE 
South Dakota State 
YOUNGSTOWN STATE 
Missouri State 
Southernillinois 
INDIANA STATE 
@NORTHERNIOWA 
Bob Nielson 


Nickname: Leathernecks 
2012 Record: 3-8 


WILLIAM & MARY 


VILLANOVA 


2012Record:2-9 
WOFFORD 


YOUNGSTOWN STATE 
Youngstown, OH 


Dayton 
Morehead State 
GMICHIGAN STATE 


Duquesne 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
INDIANA STATE 
Winois State 
Westernillinois 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
GNORTHERN IOWA 
North Dakota State 
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AARON MURRAY 


PASSING YARDS 
Case Keenum, Houston 
Timmy Chang, Hawail 
Landry Jones, Oklahoma 
Graham Harrell, Texas Tech 

Ty Detmer, BYU 

Kellen Moore, Boise State 

Colt Brennan, Hawaii 

Philip Rivers, N.C. State 

Colt McCoy, Texas 

Kevin Kolb, Houston 

Dan LeFevour, Central Michigan 
TimRattay, Louisiana Tech 

Ryan Lindley, San Diego State 
Luke McCown, Louisiana Tech 
Chris Redman, Louisville 

Chase Daniel, Missouri 

Trevor Vittatoe, UTEP 

Kliff Kingsbury, Texas Tech 

Matt Barkley, USC 

Zac Dysert, Miami (Ohio) 

Byron Leftwich, Marshall 

Chase Holbrook, New Mexico State 
Brady Quinn, Notre Dame 

Russell Wilson, N.C. State/Wisc. 
Geno Smith, West Virginia 


COREY ROBINSON, Troy 
AARON MURRAY, Georgia 
KOLTON BROWNING, La.-Monroe 
TAJHBOYD, Clemson 


Montee Ball, Wisconsin 
Travis Prentice, Miami (Ohio) 
Dustin Hopkins, Florida State 
Ricky Williams, Texas 

Kyle Brotzman, Boise State 
Art Carmody, Louisville 
Kevin Kelly, Penn State 
Roman Anderson, Houston 
Taurean Henderson, Texas Tech 
Blair Walsh, Georgia 

Billy Bennett, Georgia 

Brock Forsey, Boise State 


210 


19,217 
1,07 
16,646 
15,793 
15,031 
14,667 
14,193 
13,484 
13,253 
12,964 
12,905 
12,746 
12,690 
12,666 
12/541 
12,515 
12,439 
12,429 
12,327 
12,013 
11,903 
11,846 
11,762 
11,720 


11,662 


10,258 
10,091 
8,084 
8,053 


Ross Evans, TCU 407 
Matt Weller, Ohio 407 
Matt Hogan, Houston 405 
Cedric Benson, Texas 404 
Jeremy Ito, Rutgers 400 
Carlos Huerta, Miami 397 
Alex Henery, Nebraska 397 
Jason Elam, Hawail 395 


Anthony Thompson, Indiana 394 
Derek Schmidt, Florida State 393 


Nick Novak, Maryland 393 
DeMarco Murray, Oklahoma 390 
Kris Brown, Nebraska 388 
Leigh Tiffin, Alabama 385 
Alexis Serna, Oregon State 384 
Pat McAfee, West Virginia 384 
Philip Welch, Wisconsin 384 
AARON JONES, Baylor 327 


CHANDLER CATANZARO, Clemson | 305 
ZACH HOCKER, Arkansas 287 


TOUCHDOWN PASSES 


Case Keenum, Houston 155 
Kellen Moore, Boise State 42 
Graham Harrell, Texas Tech B4 
Colt Brennan, Hawail Bl 
Landry Jones, Oklahoma 1B 
Ty Detmer, BYU la 
Timmy Chang, Hawail Ww 
Matt Barkley, USC 16 
Tim Rattay, Louisiana Tech 15 
Danny Wuerffel, Florida 4 
Colt McCoy, Texas We 
Russell Wilson, N.C. State/Wisc. 109 
Dan LeFevour, Central Michigan 102 
Chase Daniel, Missouri 101 
Chad Pennington, Marshall 100 
Matt Leinart, USC 99 
Chase Clement, Rice 99 
TimHiller, Western Michigan 99 
Geno Smith, West Virginia 98 
Trevor Vittatoe, UTEP 97 
Kliff Kingsbury, Texas Tech 95 
AARON MURRAY, Georgia 95 
Philip Rivers, N.C. State 95 
Brady Quinn, Notre Dame 95 
Max Hall, BYU 94 
TAJHBOYD, Clemson 1% 
DEREK CARR, Fresno State 63 
COREY ROBINSON, Troy él 
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TAJH BOYD 
74 TOUCHDOWN PASSES 


7 


RUSHING YARDS 

Ron Dayne, Wisconsin 

Ricky Williams, Texas 

Tony Dorsett, Pitt 

DeAngelo Williams, Memphis 
Charles White, USC 

Travis Prentice, Miami (Ohio) 
Cedric Benson, Texas 

Damion Fletcher, Southern Miss 
LaDainian Tomlinson, TCU 
Herschel Walker, Georgia 
Archie Griffin, Ohio State 

Avon Cobourne, West Virginia 
Garrett Wolfe, Northem Illinots 
Montee Ball, Wisconsin 
LaMichael James, Oregon 

Mike Hart, Michigan 

Darren Lewis, Texas A&M 
Darren Sproles, Kansas State 
DonTrell Moore, New Mexico 
Anthony Thompson, Indiana 
George Rogers, South Carolina 
Trevor Cobb, Rice 

Michael Tumer, Norther Illinois 
Ray Rice, Rutgers 
Paul Palmer, Temple 
TAYLOR MARTINEZ, Nebraska 
JAMES WHITE, Wisconsin 


SILAS REDD, USC 


RECEIVING YARDS 
Ryan Broyles, Oklahoma 
Marcus Harris, Wyoming 
Patrick Edwards, Houston 
Rashaun Woods, Oklahoma State 
Ryan Yarborough, Wyoming 
Troy Edwards, Louisiana Tech 
Aaron Tumer, Pacific 

Greg Salas, Hawaii 

Terance Mathis, New Mexico 
Geoff Noisy, Nevada 

Jordan White, Western Michigan 


NTHEDOOR 


Jarett Dillard, Rice 

Darius Watts, Marshall 
Kendall Wright, Baylor 
Troy Walters, Stanford 
Derek Hagan, Arizona State 
Mike Hass, Oregon State 
Jason Rivers, Hawail 

Josh Davis, Marshall 

Roy Williams, Texas 
Emmanvel Sanders, SMU 
Vincent Marshall, Houston 
Chad Mackey, Louisiana Tech 
Conner Vernon, Duke 


[ 


factive career lead 
(active career le 


NICK HARWELL, Miami (Ohio) 
MARQISE LEE, USC 
CODY HOFFMAN, BYU 


AlBrosky, Illinois 
John Provost, Holy Cross 
Martin Bayless, Bowling Green 
Tom Curtis, Michigan 

Tony Thurman, Boston College 
Tracy Saul, Texas Tech 

Jeff Nixon, Richmond 
JimBolding, East Carolina 
Bennie Blades, Miami 

Mike Sensibaugh, Ohio State 
Barry Hill, lowa State 

Chuck Cecil, Arizona 

Terrell Buckley, Florida State 
Jamar Fletcher, Wisconsin 

Jim Leonhard, Wisconsin 
Alphonso Smith, Wake Forest 
Lynn Chandnois, Michigan State 
Bobby Wilson, Ole Miss 

Tom Wilson, Colgate 

Jackie Wallace, Arizona 

Dave Atkinson, BYU 

Artimus Parker, USC 

Charles Jefferson, McNeese State 
Chris Williams, LSU 


4,38 
4,031 
4,004 
3,986 
3,939 
3,924 
3,919 
3,889 
3,866 
3,791 
3710 
3,763 
3,749 


DOOR 


3166 


2,864 
2,718 
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Anthony Young, Temple 

Mark Collins, Cal State Fullerton 
Kevin Smith, Texas A&M 

Dre’ Bly, North Carolina 


Mitch Meeuwsen, Oregon State 


DAYONNE NUNLEY, Miami (Ohio) 
NICKOE WHITLEY, Mississippi State 
LUKE WOLLET, Kent State 


TY ZIMMERMAN, Kansas State 


Ryan Broyles, Oklahoma 
Tyron Carrier, Houston 
Taylor Stubblefield, Purdue 

Josh Davis, Marshall 

Jordan White, Westem Michigan 
Eric Page, Toledo 

Antonio Brown, Central Michigan 
Taurean Henderson, Texas Tech 
Kendall Wright, Baylor 

Amold Jackson, Louisville 

Trevor Insley, Nevada 

Freddie Barnes, Bowling Green 
Geoff Noisy, Nevada 

Rashaun Woods, Oklahoma State 
Davone Bess, Hawaii 

Jason Rivers, Hawaii 

Dorien Bryant, Purdue 

Jarett Dillard, Rice 

Patrick Edwards, Houston 

Bryan Anderson, Central Michigan 
Tavon Austin, West Virginia 
Emmanuel Sanders, SMU 

Greg Salas, Hawaii 

Ryan Wolfe, UNLV 

Troy Edwards, Louisiana Tech 


(active carees 


NICK HARWELL, Miami (Ohio) 


79 

CODY HOFFMAN, BYU 203 

MAROISE LEE, USC 191 
— compiled by Comte Andersca Gitford 


MURRAY: KIM KLEMENT / US PRESSWIRE; BALL: ANDY MANIS / AP; BOYD: RAINIER EHRHARDT / AP 


ALABAMA CELEBRATION: WILFREDO LEE / AP 
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Bowl Schedule 


Rose Bowl — Sugar Bowl 
Pasadena, Calif. New Orleans 
Jan.] Jan.2 
— BOSvs.BCS BCS vs. BCS 
ESPN 8:30 p.m, ESPN 
BCS National 
Fiesta Bowl Orange Bowl Championship 
Glendale, Ariz. Miami Pasadena, Calif. 
Jan.] Jan.3 Jan.6 
BCS vs. BCS BCS vs. BCS #1 BCS vs. #2 BCS 
8:30 p.m., ESPN 8:30 p.m., ESPN 8:30 p.m., ESPN 
te he 
» New Mexico Bowl » Independence Bowl » Liberty Bow! 
Albuquerque, NM. Shreveport La, Memphis, Tenn. 
Date undetermined at press time Dec.3] Dec. 31 
MWC\vs. Pac-I2 ACC vs. SEC CUSAvs. SEC 
»Famous|daho 1230 p.m, ESPN 4pm. ESPN 
Potato Bowl > Russell Athletic Bowl » Chick-fil-A Bowl 
Boise, Idaho , Atlanta 
Date undetermined as press time Date undetermined at press time Dec. 31 
MAC vs. MWC ACC vs. Big East ACC vs. SEC 
» Poinsettia Bowl » Meineke Car Care Bowl Spm. ESPN 
San 0 of Texas » Heart of Dallas Bowl 
Dex.26 Houston 
Army vs, MWC Date undetermined at press time Date to be determined 
9:30 p.m. ESPN Big I2 vs. Big Ten Big Tenvs. CUSA 
> Beef'0' Brady's Bowl » Armed Forces Bowl > Gator Bowl 
St Petersburg Fla. Fort Worth, Texas Jacksonville, Fla. 
Date undetermined at press time Der. 30 Date to be determined 
Big Eastvs. C-USA Navy (if bow!-eligible) vs. MWC Big Tenvs. SEC 
> New Orleans Bowl Tisbam. ESPN > Capital One Bowl 
New Orleans » Pinstripe Bowl Orlando, Fa. 
Date undetermined at press time Bronx NY. Jan.1 
CUSAvs. Sun Belt Date undetermined at press time Big Ten vs. SEC 
» MAACO Bow! Las Vegas Big 2s. BigEast We 
Las Vegas > Kraft Fight Hunger Bow! » Outback Bowl 
Date undetermined at press time San Francisco Tampa, Fla. 
MWC vs. Pac-I2 Pr nba hist aciahes aad 
* (if bow!-etigible) vs. Pac- ig Tens. 
aoa 930 pm. ESPH » Cotton Bow! 
Dec. 24 > Alamo Bowl Arlington, Texas 
CUSAvs MWC San Antonia Jan 
ees Pel Pac-l2 Minn rot 
» Little Caesars Pizza Bowl a bebietis sein 
Detroit 45pm. ESPN » BBVA Compass Bowl 
Date undetermined at press time > Buffalo Wild Wings Bowl Birmingham, Ala. 
Big Ten vs. MAC Lenses : : ee 
> Military Bowl ate undetermined at press time ig East vs. 
Washington, D.C Big 2s. ig Ten » GoDaddy.com Bowl 
Date undetermined at press time > Music City Bowl Mobile, Ala. 
ACC ys. C-USA Walle Ten Ose abe Gekoied 
i vs. Sun Belt 
aa 2:15pm. ESPN 
ACC vs. Big East » Sun Bowl 
Jp.m, ESPN epedind 
4 te undetermined at press time 
sh ag ACs. PacZ 
(BS 
Dex.30 
Big I2vs. Pac-12 
10:15 p.m, ESPN 


“BYU is not tied to bid if it qualifies for BCS. 


FCS Independents 


Two start-ups—Charlotte and ODU— 
preparing for a shotgun move to FBS 


In the ever-changing world of college football, realignment 
has a trickle-down effect that reaches all the way to the Football 
Championship Subdivision ranks. Old Dominion is looking forward toa 
move to Conference USA in 2014, with FCS start-up Charlotte prepared 
to join the Monarchs there in the Football Bowl Subdivision in 2015. 

The only other FCS independent this year, Monmouth, will spend 
one season trying to prepare itself for a 2014 move to the Big South 
after joining the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference in all other sports. 
The Hawks, who were only allowed 40 scholarships in the Northeast 
Conference, will now have full access to the FCS limit of 63. 


CHARLOTTE: As with most start-up programs, the 49ers 

will be extremely young this year. But what the Niners 

lack in playing experience, they more than make up for 

with coaching experience. Head coach Brad Lambert, . 
who spent the last decade as a top assistant at Wake Forest, 
assembled a staff that has coached for more than 100 years total and 
participated in 21 bowl games. 

Inan effort to bring more experienced players on board, Charlotte 
added three FBS transfers to help the team mature. H-back CJ Crawford 
(Marshall), wide receiver Mikel Hunter (Air Force) and free safety 
Desmond Cooper (Wake Forest) will be looked to early and often for 
leadership roles. 

Likely starting quarterback Matt Johnson, a 6-2, 215-pound freshman 
from nearby Newton, N.C., was impressive in the 49ers’ spring game, 
completing 13 of 14 passes for 174 yards and a touchdown. Charlotte 
played that game in front of nearly 14,000 fans at its new on-campus 
facility. 


MONMOUTH: Coach Kevin Callahan’s Hawks will have 
to be road warriors in 2013, as they must play seven of 11 
games away from their West Long Branch, N.J., campus. 
While Monmouth will need to find a new quarterback and 
work on the passing game, the ground attack will be the focal 
point of the offense. The team averaged 158.4 yards rushing per game last 
season, and the top two rushers return this year. Juniors Julian Hayes 
(659 yards, 11 TDs) and K.B. Asante (469, 4) will spearhead the offense 
while the quarterback situation gets settled. 

Senior linebacker Dan Sullivan is the leader of the defense. He led the 
team in tackles (64) and sacks (5) in 2012. Standout lineman Eric Macik 
also returns after tallying 4.5 sacks last season. 


OLD DOMINION: Coming offa stellar 11-2 campaign 
that included a win the FCS playoffs, Old Dominion 
coach Bobby Wilder is preparing his team for FBS 
play. The Monarchs scheduled five games against FBS 
opponents: East Carolina, Idaho, Maryland, Pittsburgh and North 
Carolina. Old Dominion will go into those games with an explosive 
offense that averaged 548.2 yards per game last year. 

Quarterback Taylor Heinicke, the 2012 Walter Payton Award 
winner, is coming off of a season in which he completed 68.7 percent 
of his passes for 5,076 yards with 44 touchdowns. He also ran the 
ball 126 times for 470 yards and 11 more scores. He'll have a trio of 
receivers—Larry Pinkard, Antonio Vaughan and Blair Roberts—that 
combined for 171 receptions, 2,422 yards and 21 touchdowns. And 
should the Monarchs decide to run the ball, top rusher Tyree Lee 
(864 yards, 8 TDs) also returns. 


—Will Long 


Download Sporting News’ free tablet app for the iPad 4) 


The BCS has its haters, but it has provided great moments, 
such as Vince Young's Rose Bowl performance in 2006. 


Give the BCS cheers instead of 


| Jeers on its way out the door 


| — | MHayes@sportingnews.com 


twitter.com/Matt_HayesSN 


ou would think, at the very 

least, the guy who has benefited 
most from this confounding contraption 
could at least blow a little sunshine in 
the final, fateful hours. 

“When we look back at it,” says 
Alabama coach Nick Saban, “we're going 
to see that it probably wasn’t all that bad.” 

There you have it, everyone. Even on 
its farewell tour, the BCS can’t get a break. 

For 15 years we’ve complained. For 
15 years it hasn’t been good enough. For 
15 years the blasted thing never gave 
us what we needed, and always left us 
wanting more. 

al Meanwhile, Ohio State beat Miami in 
double overtime. Auburn won on the 
last play of the game. Vince Young gave 
us the single greatest performance in the 
history of the sport. 
/ And Nick Saban got not one, not two, 
but three gifts from the series ranking 
A, system no one understands—and just 
/ about everyone despises. It’s almost 
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fitting, really: The one coach who has 
dominated the sport over the last decade 
is the defining example of all that is so 
imperfectly perfect with the system. 
Who really knows if Saban’s teams in 
2003, 2011 and 2012 should have played 
for it all? 

All he knows, and all he cares about, 
is his team seized opportunity and 
played its best game of the season. 

In 2009, Saban didn’t have to worry 
about polls or rankings or systems 
after the Tide went undefeated. But 
in 2003, his one-loss LSU team was 
chosen ahead of one-loss USC, then 
played Oklahoma in the Sugar Bowl and 
suffocated the Sooners. In 2011, Saban’s 
one-loss Alabama team was chosen 
over one-loss Oklahoma State and 
responded by shutting out unbeaten 
LSU. Last year, the one-loss Tide were 
chosen ahead of one-loss Oregon and 
humiliated unbeaten Notre Dame. 

Three games, three chances, three 
resounding championship responses. 

The best part of those three BCS 
gifts: All three of Saban’s teams lost at 
home during the season—and still were 
awarded a spot in the championship 
game. And there’s the rub. 

No one has—and no one ever will— 
understood the inner workings of the 
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series formula. Even those within the 
BCS walls don’t dare speak of it. 

“All that matters is we were voted 
in,” says Alabama quarterback AJ 
McCarron. 

There’s the entry point for every 
critic, every cynic, every mouth with 
a soapbox to proclaim—beyond the 
shadow of a doubt—that the BCS is evil. 
The BCS made the rich fat and happy 
and left the poor begging for scraps. 

The BCS ruined the postseason by 
clearly establishing one elite game and 
therefore diluting the rest. The BCS left 
schools scrambling to sell tickets. The 
BCS motivated one bow] director to 
abuse his power, and it was the impetus 
for conference realignment and the / 
changing landscape of college sports. 

And on and on and on. ‘ 

Yet there’s one teeny-weeny problem: g 
facts. Lost amid this nonsensical BCS 
Boogeyman narrative is the reality 
that the BCS is only what the voters 
make of it. And the new college football 
postseason beginning in 2014-2015 
will only be what the new selection 
committee makes of it. 

The poll voters and makers—the 
coaches poll, the Harris Poll and the 
computer polls—set the parameters of the 
controversial system. You want to blame 
someone for the little guy getting shut 
out? Blame the voter in Waterloo, lowa. 

Want to blame someone for Alabama 
getting back-to-back mulligans? Blame 
your coaches or those computer geeks 
who do their best to convince you they 
have this magical “formula”—when all 
they really have is another opinion poll. 

Look, college football has never been 
bigger. The popularity of the game has 
exploded in the 15 years under the BCS. 

The BCS didn’t minimize other 
bowls—it grew the bow] tree. In 1997, the 
year before the BCS began, there were 20 
bowl games. Last year, there were 35. 

In 1997, the major bowls paid out an 
average of almost $9 million per team ; 
(not factoring in how the money gets ‘¢ 
split up among conference members). 

Last year, the average was almost $17 
million—and included a payout to 
non-BCS Northern Illinois, which never 
would have had a chance to play in the 
Orange Bow] in the old system. 

How in the world can the BCS be seen 
as anything but wildly successful? 

“Because that would make too much 
sense,” quips Texas coach Mack Brown. 

Yep, probably wasn’t that bad after all. 
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THE INDUSTRY'S MOST COMPREHENSIVE AND UNBIASED PROSPECT RANKING 


AVERAGE INDUSTRY RANKS FROM MAJOR MEDIA RECRUITING SITES 
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Ranked by 3 of 4 Industry Leaders 


oy 

ae» SPORTS 

hip: /247$ports.com a 247Sports Mobile 
sitter com/247Sports | 


facetiook.cor/247Sports = http://247Sports.com 


247Composite Rating 

WwW 
National Rank 19 
Position Rank 1 
State Rank 2 


Industry Average Rank 23.75 


About 247Composite: 
The 247Composite Rating, a proprietary algorithm that 
compiles prospect "rankings' and "ratings" listed in the public 
domain by the major media recruiting services. It converts 
average industry ranks and ratings into a linear composite 
index capping at 1.0000. The 247Composite Rating is the 
industry's most comprehensive and unbiased prospect ranking 
and is used to generate the 247Sports Team Recruiting 
Ranking. 


About 247Sports Recruiting: 

247Sports has one of the industry's largest and most 
recognized national recruiting staffs. Led by industry veterans 
J.C. Shurburtt, Gerry Hamilton and Jerry Meyer (basketball), 
247Sports employs a staff of more than 50 reporters, analysts 
and evaluators that rank the nation’s elite high school football 
and basketball recruits from multiple class years. 


= 247Sports Radio 
*— Sirius/XM 91 * 


Author: The Complete Guide To 
Sports Betting” (Harper & Row) 


1 Former AP Regional Sports Editor 


# Authored over 1,000 articles on 
handicapping & sports wagering. 

# Seen on TV's Pro Line (USA TV) 

8 Profiled in: Wall Street Journal, 
NY Times, Chicago Tribune, 
Washington Post and Playboy. 


i Creator of the famous “World 
Series of Handicapping” 


# Only sports handicapper to ever 
appear before the United States 
Congress on the subject 
of sports handicapping. 


OH St (-25) Miami-Ohio 56-10 WON 
Cowboys (+4) Giants 24-17 WON 
Cinn (-494) Pittsburgh 34-10 WON 
Utah State (+7) Utah 27-20 WON 
San Diego St (-6%4) Army 42-7 WON 


LA Tech (-3) Houston 56-42 WON 200 Units 


49ers (+454) Packers 30-22 WON 
Broncos (-1%) Steelers 31-19 WON 
Notre Dame (+6) Mich St 20-3 ~WON 


UL Monroe (-20) Tulane 63-10 WON 200 Units 


Cincinnati (-20) Miami Ohio 52-14 WON 


Fresno St (-1732) CO St 28-7 WON 200 Units 


Jets (-3%2) Colts 35-9 WON 
Giants (+6¥2) 49ers 26-3 WON 
Syracuse (-4) Connecticut 40-10 WON 
Mich St (+9%) Michigan 10-12 WON 


Texans (-13) Dolphins 30-10 WON 100 Units 


Notre Dame (+12%) Okla 30-13: WON 
Giants (-2'4) Cowboys 29-24 WON 
GA Tech (-814) Maryland 33-13. «- WON 
Panthers (+3) Redskins 21-13 WON 
Falcons (-314) Cowboys 19-13 WON 
Texas A&M (+14) Alabama 29-24 WON 
Ravens (-7%) Raiders 55-20 WON 
Bengals (-314) Chiefs 28-6 WON 
Patriots (-9%4) Colts 59-24 WON 
Broncos (-10) Raiders 26-13 WON 
49ers (+494) Patriots 41-34 WON 


Along time customer did a study of my past performances and found out that my Big 
Play ala more ay ae any of the stock averages Wall Street goes hy. 


| BEAT THE LIPPER ANALYTICAL 
THE DOW JONES. THE STANDARD & POORS. and THE WILSHIRE INDEX. 


Members of my Best Bets Club who followed 
my betting guidelines over the last four seasons have , 
Hundreds of my players have seen their football earnings rise proportionately! If you want to multiply your 
money 


Football is my turf. | played college football, scouted in the SEC, and worked with SEC coaching legend, 
Alabama’s Bear Bryant and under NFL Hall of Fame coach Hank Stram, | learned the fundamentals of 
who can beat who and my early training has never stopped paying off. My 41-year record of success may 
be the longest in the business — And I’m inviting YOU to cash in on it! 


The Entire NFL Pre-Season, My 100-Unit 

Plus My NFL Pre-Season My 50-Unit AFC Game College Football 

Game of the Year. of the Year. Game of the Year. 

All My Best Bet Club : The First 3 NFL 

NFL Plays For My 50-Unit NFC Game Las Vegas Steam 

The Entire Season. of the Year. Games of the Year. 

All My Best Bet Club 5 The First 3 College Football 
College Plays For My 100-Unit NFL Game Las Vegas Steam 

The Entire Season. of the Year. Games of the Year. 


Capable of making you over $50,000 in 
net profit based on 66.7% wining rate — below my historic average. 


MY SPECIAL EARLY BIRD FEE FOR ALL THIS WINNING IS 


A savings of $150 over my regular season fee of $349. AND it includes: 
A copy of my new football handicapping + PLUSA FREE season subscription to the Kelso Sturgeon 
book, “The 80-Percent Formula, Football Forecast Featuring: my highly regarded College "= 
Winning With Circumstances & NFL Power Ratings # advance Best Bets with detailed — 
And Situations.” (While supply last) analysis # review of current betting trends, angles & systems 


| am having the success of my life, I'm not just heating Las Vegas, but Wall Street. How can you top that? __. 
YOU CAN'T. So why not join me! Let me put you on the upward path to the money you always dreamed of, as 


a= 
Call today Or call me direct at: 1-702-203-6907 &54 
Or sign up online at: www. SportsHandicapping.com 2% 
STURGEON, 3315 Russell Road #206, Las Vegas, NV 89120-3477 faleg 


All correspondence to: 


